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BLUE LAWS HALT 
ARMY SHOW 
IN PHILLY 


Philadelphia, June 30. 

The Army War Show wound up a 
seven-day stand here Saturday (27) 
after playing to approximately 300,- 
000 persons and grossed more than 
$150,000 for the Army Emergency 
Relief. The gross was considered 
okay by Army officials in view of 
the fact that three of the seven nights 
were rainy. 

Because of the inclement weather, 
and the fact that purchasers of tick- 
ets weve turned away on two nights, 
the Army wanted to play an extra 
performance on Sunday (28) to re- 
deem the tickets and give the citi- 
zens, who work during the week, a 
chance to gander the ‘new Army.’ A 
feeler was sent out to the city ad- 
ministration to see whether it would 
be receptive to a Sunday perform- 
ance, but word was sent to the citi- 
zens committee of the show that the 

(Continued on page 16) 








Saroyan Hits Broadway 
With Six New Plays And 
$60,000 H’ wood Boodle 


William (Wild Bill) Saroyan, the 
man of many plays, is back east af- 
ter being out San Francisco way for 
about a year and frankly says he 
was away from Broadway too long. 
There was an interval in Hollywood 
during which he was on the Metro 
payroll, but when he proposed revo- 
lutionizing the picture business 
there was an eruption and he went 
back to his home in Fresno. 

However, he collected around $60,- 
000 for the film stint, so is well 
fortified and hankers to enter legit 
business again. He has six full 
length scripts, a dozen one-acters 
and seven miscellaneous works, in- 
cluding a ballet. 

Saroyan does not want to do it all 
himself; in fact, he hopes that a 
group will be formed along Utopian 
lines. He thinks a play should be 
put on for a week or so, then an- 
other presented to replace it, al- 
though if the shows are clicks they 
can be moved to another theatre. 
Actors should be content to work 
for moderate pay, and, as for him- 
self he wants ng royalties and no 
remuneration except expenses. 

His royalties would go into a gen- 

(Continued on page 54) 


National Anthem Curbs 
Service Men’s Enthusiasm 


New Orleans, June 30. 

It took the National Anthem to 
Save the day in the grand ballroom 
of the Roosevelt Hotel last week 
when 1,000 sailors and soldiers were 
guests of the hotel for the Copaca- 
bana. Revue. When the Samba Sirens 
finished their act concluding the re- 
vue, dozens of service men rushed 
to the floor to dance with the girls. 
were Raeburn’s orchestra kept play- 
ng. 

The only way. the. management 
could get the dancers and the band 
down to the Blue Room for the pay- 
ing customers was to have the or- 
chestra play the Star-Spangled Ban- 
ner, As the service men went rigid- 
ly to attention, the dancers fled. 
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Russe Kids in War Will 
Be Topic of Goldwyn Pic 


Lillian Hellman 





Playwright 


By Lillian Hellman, Wyler | 
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Hollywood is likely to become the 
scene of the maddest scramble for 
talent yet witnessed, according to 
important independent producers, 
due to the acute shortage of per- 
formers of both sexes, though the 
dearth of male stars is by far the 
most pronounced. Question now is 
| whether it’s to be a matter of loot- 





| William Wyler, the director, are due ing or pooling, with opinion divided 





' 


to go to Russia, with the blessing of 
the U. S. Government, on a film pro- 
duction idea, to be completed in Hol- 
lywood under Sam Goldwyn’s ban- 
ner. It will be in line with closer 
Russo-American ties and is an idea 
that has long been germinating with 
Miss Hellman, from accounts, that of 
showing young boys in the war. 

Because of its youth appeal it’s fig- 
ured to be of general interest, not 
necessarily restricted to the Russo 
saga, excepting that the military 
youth movement has been so vivid 
in the land of the Kremlin. 





All-Femme Film 
Hollywood, June 30. 

Universal With its ranks of lead- 
ing men depleted, announces an all- 
woman cast for a war-theme picture, 
‘Army Women.’ 

Story, dealing with Women’s 
Army Auxiliary Corps, is being de- 
veloped by Myles Connolly. 


on whether the major companies 
will hold on to every available 
iname, or agree to loanouts on the 
| chance that reciprocal arrangements 
may work out to their advantage. 
Stated one major producer frank- 
(Continued on page 49) 


ONE-ARMED PIANIST 
WITH MEXICAN SYMPH 


Paul Wittgenstein, one armed 
pianist will play two solo appear- 
ances in Mexico City, Aug. 11 and 
13 and two with the Mexican sym- 
phony, Aug. 18 and 20. He will in- 
clude Ravel’s Concerto for Left 
Hand, written for him by the de- 
ceased French modernist. 

Wittgenstein leaves from Cali- 
fornia for the engagement which 
will be preceeded by appearances at 
Redlands Bowl, July 7, Los Angeles, 
| July 8 and 10, and Seattle and Bel- 


\lingham, Washington, July 14 and 31. 











‘Loot or Pool Talent,’ Producers 


s Stars Flock To Colors 


+ 


Carole Lombard’s Face 





EDDY’S 46 AIR 
COIN 100%, TO 
CHARITY 


Nelson Eddy’s Old Gold radio pro- 
gram is paying the film and concert 
baritone $4,000 weekly of which 
Eddy receives not one cent. At the 
outset of the program Eddy offered 
to donate his entire fee to the Gov- 
ernment, which could not let him 
off from payment of taxes on the 
income, however. 

Eddy therefore keeps the amount 
required to pay taxes and gives that 
to the Government and donates the 
balance of his check to various char- 
ities. He receives over $200,000 for 
the year from the program. Eddy 
will make two more films for Metro 
next season and will launch his ane 
nual concert tour, this time short- 
ened to two months, next March and 
April, opening March 2 in California. 
He closes in Los Angeles May 2 after 
making a cross country tour includ- 
ing a Town Hall concert March 24 
and one a Carnegie Hall, 


Shows Eventually Will 
Follow Our Soldiers 
On All the War Fronts 


Washington, June 30. 

Entertainers will follow the U. S. 
Army wherever it goes to meet the 
requirements of global war. This 
means that eventually overseas units 
will get the thrill of shows direct 
from the U. S. A., travelling under 
Camp Shows, Inc., auspices. 

Program for this foreign service 
necessarily will be limited by amount 
of space available on transports. 
Shipping is one of Uncle Sam’s 
problems and with every inch avail- 
able needed for soldiers and sup- 
plies, regular schedules are uncer- 
tain. In Ireland the American 
soldiers are being entertained by 
shows organized in Belfast, and by 











units sent out from London by 
ENSA, service organization which 


looks after the British forces. 





On U. S. War Stamps To 
Hypo Film Fan Sales 





Henry J. Morgenthau, Jr., secretary 
of the treasury, has under considera- 





tion the printing of a likeness of 
Carole Lombard om war savings 
|}stamps. The screen star was killed 
| 


iin a plane wreck while en route 
|from Indiana to Hollywood follow- 


ling a bond-selling tour. She sold 
iclose to $3,000,000 in bonds and 
stamps. 


couraged to buy stamps with pic- 
tures of the late Miss Lombard on 
them. 





‘The Savings Stomp’ 
Cleveland, June 30. 


Joe Sudy’s Band at Bronze Room, 
Hotel Cleveland, presented ‘The Sav- 
ings Stomp’ during 15-minute WHK, 
Mutual, broadcast Saturday after- 
noon. During band broadcast two 
young femmes asked those who 
danced to buy War Stamps. 

Dance music is presented against 
a planned continuity background 
with script prepared by Les Biebl 
‘and handled by Sudy. Don Camp- 
| bell is announcer. 








| cantonmer 


Special Services Branch of War 
Department noted Corporal Seaman 
B. Jacobs’ letter in ‘Variety’ from 
Camp Chafee, Arkansas, citing that 
it was forgotten in matter 
of regular entertainment. . An- 
nounced unofficially that entertain- 
ment for camps in remote spots, far 
removed from centers of population 


and without convenient transporta- 
tion, is a problem that is now being 
|considered carefully by bookers. 


Figured that film fans will be en- | 





Literati-Show Bunch Cuts 
Up for Greece’s King Geo. 


Fannie Holtzmann’s party for King 
George of Greece last Thursday 
night (25) is table talk this week 
around Manhattan. The theatrical 
attorney’s guest list was noted for 
its theatrical-literary-social mixture, 
to wit: 

William Rhinelander Stewart, Mr. 
and Mrs. Danny Kaye, Capt. Alistair 
McIntosh, Johnny Green, Mr. and 
Mrs. Edward L. Bernays, Spyros 
Skouras, Peggy Wood, Mrs. Douglas 
Fairbanks, Jr., Mr. and Mrs. Ray 





Bolger, Lt. Richard Aldridge, U. S. 
N., Louis Bromfield, Constance Col- 
lier, Mrs. Somerset Maugham, Clif- 
ton Webb, Edmund Goulding, 
| Constance Moore and John Hoysradt. 
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De Sylva Says People Want Laff Pix 


In Wartime, But 


By MORI KRUSHEN 

B. G. (Buddy) DeSylva, executive 
producer at the Paramount studios, 
in New York to iron out a deal to 
film Irving Berlin’s musical, ‘This Is 
the Army,’ summed up his approach 
to film production i wartime in 
four words: ‘People want to laugh.’ 

Of the 24 ‘A’ pictures under his 
supervision on the Paramount lot 
for next season, DeSylva_ plans 
around eight as musicals. In ad- 
dition there will likely be some 
musicals in the ‘B’ category, which 
he does not handle, Paramount's 
executive producer har no ironclad 
formula or set of rules governing 
types of pictures to be made since 
experience has shown that pictures 
get over only on their individual ap- 
peal and not because they happen to 
be part of an apparent type or 
certain group classification. For this 
reason DeSylva doesn’t decry the 
moraie-building or inspirational pic- 
ture. He measures product by the 
yardstick of diversion values. He 
says that pictures such as Ernest 
Hemingway’s ‘For Whom the Bell 
Tolls, which he laconically de- 
scribes as a story ‘showiny that it is 

(Continued on page 8) 
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Drama Needed Too 


‘Comic Strips Bring More 
| Than Radio Names’ Relics 


Milwaukee, June 30. | 


| With 1,000 active bidders in at- 
tendance at a Victory Book auction 
| conducted at the Hotel Schroeder, 
|under auspices of the American 
| Library association in convention 
here, there wasn’t much interest in 
a Jack Benny radio script, an auto- 
graphed picture of Bob Hope and 
an inscribed script of “The Gold- 
bergs.’ Sold as a unit, this trio of 
offerings brought only $2.50. 

Five originals of popular comic 
strips sold as a set for $4.50. A 
group of scientific books, which in- 
cluded Mary Pickford’s ‘My Ren- 
dezvous With Life,’ went for $3. 














It will cost money to defeat 
Germany, Japan and Italy. 
Our government calls on you 
to help now. 


Buy war savings bonds or 


stamps today. Buy them 
every day if you can. But 
buy them on a regular basis. 








(Reprinted from ‘Variety’ of Aug. 23, 1918) 
Irving Berlin's ‘Yip Yip Yaphank’ 


(The following review by Sime Silverman, founder of ‘Variety,’ appeared 
| in the Aug. 23, 1918, edition, and is reprinted herewith on the eve of Irving 
| Berlin’s 1942 soldier show, ‘This Is the Army,’ premiering next Saturday 
| (July 4) at the Broadway theatre, N. Y. Heraided as the ‘Yip Yip Yap- 
| hank’ of World War II, this review by Sime is also being incorporated into 








| ihe souvenir program of the 1942 production, and will be of interest to news- 
papermen for statistical background, and to showmen generally, as com- 
pared with the forthcoming ‘This Is the Army’ production. With the 
transition of time, the expansion of values—legit boxoffice, film rights, 
radio, music publishing, etc——insures a much greater potential revenue 
for the Army Emergency Relief Fund, which benefits 100% from ‘This Is 
| the Army’ as it did from ‘Yip Yip Yaphank’). 


No wonder Irving couldn't talk. 
That was some ‘notice.’ 


YIP YIP YAPHANK 





‘I have heard that Berlin is among 


DuPont is considering the pur- 
chase of ‘The Screen Guild Theatre’ 
as a replacement for the ‘Cavalcade 
of America’ series, currently on NBC 
Monday nights. A huddle has already 
been held between Jean Hersholt, 
president of the Motion Picture Re- 
lief Fund, and DuPont advertising 
executives, with Walter Johnson, of 
MCA’s Hollywood office, sitting in 
as agent for the program, The 
show’s over-all cost is $13,500 a 
broadcast. 

B.B.D. & O. is the agency on the 
account. 





Emergency Confab 
Hollywood, June 30. 
Annual meeting of the Motion Pic- 
ture Relief Fund is being held to- 
night (Tuesday), at the Roosevelt 


the foremost songwriters of the 
world, and now I believe it,’ said 
Major General J. Franklin Bell, 
speaking from a stage box at the 
Century (N. Y.) Monday evening 
following the finale of ‘Yip, Yip, 
Yaphank,’ everything by Irving 
Berlin, having its premiere that 
night. Just previously General Bell 
addressed the audience from the 
stage, expressing his appreciation of 
the reception given his soldier boys. 
The General appeared pleased. He 
said the proceeds were for a com- 
munity house at Camp Upton, where 
the camp could act as host to the 
families and friends of the officers 
and soldiers. 


To seasoned army men like Gen- 
eral Bell, to whom theatricals are 
merely a diversion at best, ‘Yip, Yip, 
Yaphank,’ played by khaki clad boys, 
must have been a revelation. It was 
that anyway to the overseasoned 
Broadwayites who attended the ini- 
tial performance. Here were 350 
men, all from Camp Upton, giving a 
show that moved with the precision 
of a clock. In the opening scene, a 

(Continued on page 18) 


Film Stars Cited By 
Stouffer, Treas. Rep., 








‘My Dear Adolph .. .’ 


To Whom (meaning Adolph Hitler) It May Concern: 

It will probably interest you to learn 

That Show Biz (and that takes in the Sport Biz, too) 

Is pursuing an all-out drive to exterminate yeu. 

For example, Danny Kaye is killing you with specia) material, 

Having sold $2,000,000 in bonds, a figure far from ethereal. 

The R. C. Music Hall Rockettes are socking you with routines, 

Thus constituting a potent second line of offense, and you know what, 
that means, 





Kate Smith is whamming you with songs, : 

While Dorothy Lamour is murdering you with sarongs. . 

Irving Berlin is smashing at you with smash hits, at the rate of-almost 
one a day, 

Turning over his royalty, as evidence of his loyalty, to the U. S, A. 

Corperal Joe Lowis is knocking you out at the Garden. 

(Since he and Mr. Berlin are both non-‘Aryans,’ they both don’t beg 
your pardon.) 

Fred Allen, Jack Benny and Bob Hope are choking you with gags, 

Thus preducing an overflow of moolah in U. S. Treasury bags. 


Mary Martin is cooperating—ana how! 

Because her heart belongs to Uncle now. 

The activities of Mr. Walter Winchell of the N. Y. Mirror, 

Should have you goosestepping into the grave already, 
Fuehrer, 

In short, Show Biz is going to raise relief in 1942 

Until there’s no relief in sight—for you. 

Show Biz is going to make certain 

That your name appears—soon—under Final Curtain 

On the obituary page. 

And since you love to nog the stage, 

They will give you.a niee spread, with some verbal jam 

To the effect that you were the World's Greatest Ham. 

So the day they kick you permanently out of society, 

Don’t say I didn’t warn you in ‘Variety’! 


my dear 


Albert Stiiiman. 
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What a kick opening at Loew's State. You never saw so many people 
walk by the theatre. What an ovation I received when I first stepped on 
the stage.. from my mother. I didn’t mind one woman sitting through 
four shows, but when she set up light housekeeping...that was too much. 

I started off witk a very original monolog, and it was so funny the peo- 
ple roared...in their sleep. Jack (Baldy) Zero got so many laughs, his 











Mr. Berlin was on the _ stage, 
{acknowledging the applause at the 
|}ending of the performance, but be 
| yond expressing the pleasure of the 
| company and thanking the General 
| for his permission to give the show 


For War ’ Bond Efforts 


Los Angeles, June 30. 
Film stars have been ‘doing a mar- 


success went to his scalp. A great guy, that Zero. 


He carries a toupee 


in his breast pocket instead of a handkerchief, 


The first act on the bill is the Jansleys. 


They needed a simple-minded 


jerk to act as stooge, so they looked all over the theatre and finally found 


one. ..me! 


Those acrobats tossed me through the air so much, by the end 
of the week I’ll have 400 flying hours to my credit. 


But I'll get even with 


them. At the end of the week I'll pay them off in back-flips. 
Then comes Mary Burton, the singer, who is a junior edition of Sophie 


Tucker. 


She sang ‘Old Man Mose Is Dead’ so realisitically, six undertak- 
ers in the audience ran out to give Mose’s widow an estimate. 


For an 


encore, Mary and I do a love scene in which I demonstrate my prowess 


as a lover. 


is a great idea. 


This is really something...to miss, 
kiss her tenderly and our lips just cling together. 


I look into her eyes, 
That glue lipstick I use 


I then jump into the pit and lead the band in the rous- 


ing ‘Pony Boy’ song, which they played off their racing forms. 
With a Zoop Swish 
For my bandleading stint, I am using a very novel baton made out of 


pistachio halavah, with French pleats. 
compliment. 
isn’t he ham-some?’ 


A very unusual thing happened... 
| wasn’t my relative. 


I heard one woman pay me a lovely 


She turned to her friend and said: ‘Just look at that Berle, 


a fellow got into the theatre who 








hotel as a war emergency which has | would say nothing. Private Will H. 
(Continued on page 49) | Smith, who had been dragged out by 
| to speak, but his voice had left him 
}early in the evening. Mr. Smith 
‘ >- |staging stands among the leading 
FOR CANDIDA ON FILM | Stage producers over here. 
Before concluding his remarks 
{that ‘Berlin is as good as soldier as 
he is a songwriter, and as popular in 


Berlin to join in the bowing, started 
CORNELL UNAVAILABLE staged the show, and through that 
| Gerferal Bell informed the audience 
Camp Upton as he is on Broadway.’ 


Gabriel Pascal’s hopes of trans- 
muting his third G, B. Shaw play, 
‘Candida,’ to the screen, under Metro 





velous job’ in their personal drives 
for the sale of War Bonds on the 
Pacific Coast, according to Ivan 
Stouffer, U. S. Treasury representa- 
tive. He leaves for Washington this 
week with reports on the campaign 
along the western seaboard. 

Mentioning the work of Lana 
Turner and Marlene Dietrich among 
other picture names, Stouffer said: 
‘The importance of their work can 
never be discounted.’ 








auspices, are dwindling due to Kath- 





arine Cornell’s commitment for a 





Chekov revival in ‘Three Sisters.’ 
Her click in the Shavian excerpt— 
which netted some $83,000 for Army 
and Navy Relief—caused the legit 
star to consider relenting on her an- 
tipathy to screen work. She has yet 
to make her Hollywood debut. But 
meantime the Chekov play came up. 

Pascal’s idea of an alternate star, 
Greer Garson, for the Shaw 





piece, 
has also dwindled, because of that 
Metro film player’s other commit- 
menfs. Pascal, who previously 


brought ‘Pygmalion’ and ‘Major Bar- | 
bara’ to the screen, meantime is | 
dickering another film deal 


Churchill’s Daughter | 
Contests Composer’s Will | 


Hollywood, June 30. 

Corienne Churchill, daughter of 
the late Frank E. Churchill, Walt 
Disney’s staff composer, is contest- 
ing her father’s will in Superior 
court. A provision cuts her off with 
$1. 

She charges Churchill was mental- 
ly incompetent when he made his 
will. 














Leonard Sues, the trumpeter, hit one note that was so high he made the 
note promise to lay off liquor in the future. The poor kid's in a fix with 
the Government. Before he plays ‘Sugar Blues,’ an official has to stamp 
his ration card. I’m pretty good at blowing a horn myself...so a cop told 
me as he handed me a ticket for disturbing the peace while driving my 
car. . 

The next act on the bill are those six handsome Vi-Kings. They look 
so good in their colorful uniforms. 

The ushers tried to get Al Rosen, the theatre manager, to buy them the 
same uniforms-—with built-in voices, 

There were so many social directors in the audience, Jenny Grossinger 
Was going to sue me for alienation of affections. One of the directors 
didn’t have any paper with him, so he wrote all my gags down on a bagel. 
Another social director was very shy—he copied only every other g2g. 
I wouldn’t mind if they laughed once in a while...after all, my mother 
can’t do all the work. 

A lot of people visited me during the week in my dressing room and 
it was a financial success...my pin ball machine didn’t pay off once. 

B. S. Pulley, that very clever entertainer at the Frolics, the one with 
the titled brain, keeps on eating my Max Factor makeup...he still doesn’t 
believe after four stomach aches that it isn’t a potato pancake. 

Al Rosen relented and finally renovated my dressing room. He added 
an ash tray. My room has been so crowded, that, when one of my guests 
felt like fainting, she went over to Eddie Garr’s dressing room at the 
Paramount. I noticed one fellow standing in a corner for a week. Finally, 
I walked over to him and said: ‘Who are you?’ He said: ‘Believe it or 
not, I come with the woodwork!’ 

The only relaxation I have after each show is to sit in.mY room and 
cut coca colas. Broadway Rose came over for a visit, and I didnt’ recog- 
nize her...she was wearing her formal face, with a gardenia in her nose 
I love the way she wears her hair...when she wears it. She has started 
a new fad for the duration... herringbone teeth. When she was born, the 
mould threw HER away. 

P. S—Just learned from the front office that they’re holding me and 
my salary over for a second week. 


Shirley’s $3,000 Per 3-Hr. 


Los Angeles, June 30. 
Shirley Temple draws $3,000 per 
half-hour for 26 weeks, under a new 
contract with the Benton & Bowles 
agency, approved by Superior Court, 





‘Parker Family’ All-Out; 
Scripter Goes Radio Op 


Writer and cast of “The Parker 
Family,’ dramatic show Sunday 
nights on WJZ-Blue, are all actively 
engaged in war work. Vera Old- 











PRINGLE’S BURNUP 
Hollywood, June 30. 

Aileen Pringle severely burned her 
right hand Monday (29) when a 
match book exploded between her 
fingers on the Universal lot. 

Actress resumed work after treat- 
ment at the studio hospital. 














ABBOTT and COSTELLO 


“Abbott and Costello demonstrate conclusively once more that they 
are the funniest pair in Hollywood.” 
—HOWARD BARNES, New York Herald Tribune. 
Universal Pictures Chase & Sanborn Hour, NBC-Red 
Under Personal Management of: EDWARD SHERMAN 





for weekly broadcasts of ‘Junior 
Miss,” 

Pact carries a provision calling for 
options covering four years, with 


gradual increases mounting to $5,000 
per broadcast. One-third of the 





moppet’s earnings will be placed in 
trust until she is 21, 





ham, the scripter, is about to enlist 
as a radio operator in the Navy or 
Army. Actors in the show are doing 
such varied things as training for 
nurses’ aid, working as air raid 
wardens and learning foreign lan- 
guages for shortwave broadcasting 

Miss Oldham, who has been study- 

(Continued on page 16) 
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New Bway Success Story Written 


Last Week by Mike Todds ‘Garter’ 








A new success story was written 
on Broadway last week, when 
Michael Todd opened ‘Star and 
Garter,’ a flossy $4.40. strumpet, at 
the Music Box, N. Y. It immediately 
became the No. 1 ticket buy in 
town, with standees at every per- 
formance after the Wednesday night 
(24) preem. And so Todd has started 
to rebuild his castles that melted 
with the end of the N. Y, World’s 
Fair of 1939 and ’40. 

‘Garter’ is geared for better than 
$26,000 weekly and is doing it. Specs 
have taken to the show like a sailor 
to shore leave. There was a $32,000 
advance sale up to Monday night 
(29), and Todd swears it will grow 
to $70,000 before this week is out. 
Does anybody know where one can 
buy a hound’s tooth coat, trimmed 
with black pearls, with hunting 
lodge to match? 

According to reports, Todd has 
but two ‘small’ ‘investors’ in the 
show. One is a shirt manufacturer, 
Herbert J. Freezer, who put up 
close to $24,000 for a 12%% interest. 
The other is Nat Garfinkel, a dress 
manufacturer, who bought around 
8% for $5,000. The remainder of the 
$95,000 cost of the dressed-up bur- 
lesque was borrowed from friends, 
‘Todd claims, who are interested 
enly in getting their loans back. 
That gives Todd at least an 844%% 
interest in a gold mine, which Harry 
Kaufman (Tyson’s) believes will 
dish pay dirt for years. 

Tough Obstacles 

‘Garter’s’ click came in the face of 
some pretty tough obstacles, in- 
cluding the pleas of most of Todd’s 
staff that he don’t open the show. 
The night before the preem, after 
several] preview showings, Joe 
Glick, Todd’s g.m., thought the re- 

(Continued on page 14) 


Crosby’s $400,640 From 
Par Pix, Decca Discs 
In 1941; Radio Unlisted 


Philadelphia, June 30. 

Highest paid Hollywood actor in 
1941, according to reports of the 
Securities & Exchange Commission, 
was Bing Crosby. The cinema 
crooner received $300,000 from Para- 
mount Pictures that year. In addi- 
tion Crosby was paid $100,640 from 
Decea Records. His radio earnings 
have not yet been reported. 

Bob Hope was paid $294,166 by 
Paramount, while the company 
handed $299,333 to Fred MacMurray. 

The reports, which deal only with 
salaries of employees of companies 
listed on the stock exchange, lists 
Crosby as being topped only by L. B. 
Mayer, who earned $704,426. 


JIBE AT DIES IN ADS 
FOR D. C. RUSSE GALA 


Washington, June 30. 

Washington society turned out for 
the Russian War Relief concert at 
the Watergate today (Tuesday), with 
Administration well represented. 
Main address was by Phillip Murray 
of CIO, with Major George Fielding 
Eliot, William L. Batt of War Pro- 
duction Board, and Melvyn Douglas 
as master of ceremonies and narra- 
ter for the pageant, ‘Song of Ameri- 
can Union,’ by Harold J. Rome. 
Balalaika orchestra of 50 with Paul 
Robeson as soloist provided the 
melodious trimmings. 

Dodgers were circulated among the 
Government departments and solici- 
tors with the pasteboards ranging 
from 55c to $5.50 told buyers: ‘This is 
a turnout for the Reds; you can at- 
tend without being put on the black- 
list of the Dies Committee.’ 

















SKELTON DOOD IT, OK NOW 
Hollywood, June 30. 
Red Skelton returned Tuesday 
(30) to Metro’s ‘Whistling in the 
Dark,’ following his recent collapse 
from nervous exhaustion. 


ONE VOICE, $118,000! 


Le Doux, CBS, Esty, Reynolds Sued 
By ‘Baby Dumpling’ 








Los Angeles, June 30. 
Imitation of a moppet’s screen 
voice on the radio is the basis of a 
damage suit for $118,000, filed in 
Superior Court by Margaret Simms, 
legal guardian of Larry Simms, 
against Leon le Doux, CBS, Radio 
Enterprises Corp., William Esty 

agency and Réyriolds Tobacco Co. 
Action demands $500 a week for 
the alleged use of intonations of the 
Simms voice on Le Doux’s air pro- 
gram, plus $50,000 for violation of 
invested rights. Moppet is seven 
years old and plays Baby Dumpling 

in the Blondie series at Columbia, 


LIP-PRINT’ PIX 
WOW SOLDIERS 


Cleveland, June 30, 

Lillian Sherman, brunet song- 
stress, jested on Mutual Goes Call- 
ing, WHK, that she would send a 
‘lip-print’ kiss to any soldier who 
wrote for her picture and thereby 
gave a commercial photo printing 
firm a major war job. 

Immediately Milt Hill, station 
publicity top, got two requests from 
Wright Field, Ohio, Army base. Be- 
fore the coast-to-coast program was 
finished, the rush was on. Miss 
Sherman sdon exhausted her photo 
supply and was getting a pair of 
sore lips. Progra.n Director Pinky 
Hunter ordered more photos and 
called in Polly Kendall and Doris 
Stanford to establish station’s first 
mass-production kissery. 

With over a thousand requests al- 
ready out, the kissing crew threw in 
the sponge and station turned job 
over to commercial photo printing 
firm. 

Entire affair began when an- 
nouncer Francis Pettay ad libbed 
and made suggestion to Miss Sher- 
man who said it was O.K. with her. 


Patti Andrews Taken Off 
Train for Emergency Op 
At Rock Island, Illinois 











Andrews Sisters, was removed from 
a train at Rock Island, IIL. early last 
Friday( 26) morning and rushed to 
St. Anthony’s Hospital there for an 
emergency appendectomy. She’s 
resting comfortably. 


Girls were on their way from 
Riverside theatre, Milwaukee, where 
| they had finished a week the night 
before, to the Orpheum theatre, 
Davenport, where they were sched- 
uled to begin a three-day date that 
morning. It was cancelled, as was a 
succeeding booking. Out, too, is the 
girls’ three-week date at the Para- 


already advertising their appearance, 
beginning July 8. 


FILM EXPLOITATION 
UPSETS VALLEE TRIP 


Hollywood, June 30. 

Film deals for himse’£ and Joan 
Davis may alter plans of Rudy 
Vallee to take his air program east 
for a couple of weeks in late sum- 
mer. 

Paramount wants him to home- 
town-preem his film ‘starrer, ‘Palm 
Beach Story’ in Westbrook, Me., or 
Portland, late in August. He figured 
two other broadcasts from New 
York while east, but possible deal 
with UA for September, and Joan 
Davis’ commitment to Columbia for 

















Patti Andrews, one of the three} 


ag 


BlG PRE-ATH BIZ 
PAST WEEKEND 


July 4th Influx Expected to 
Be Even Bigger—Theatres 
and Niteries Jampacked— 
Service Men and Defense 
Workers Frolic in Gotham 


—Kids Out of School 








TOWNERS STAY HOME 





New York had its July 4th last 
weekend, according to the mobs on 
the streets, in the theatres, restau- 
rants and night clubs, so the actual 
holiday this coming Saturday and 
Sunday should be a New Year’s Eve 
in the summertime. From all ac- 
counts, the biz on the past Saturday 
(27) and Sunday was unprecedented 
for an end-June weekend, and the 
answer, according to showmen, is the 
war. 

Theatres had _ sellout crowds; 
Broadway restaurants were jammed; 
at night, and into the early morning 
hours of Sunday and Monday, the 
niteries were packed with spenders. 
Broadway spots like the new Latin 


(Continued on page 55) 


Gable Cues Other 


Stars Anxious To 
Join the Service 


Clark Gable’s application for a 
commission in the U. S. Army Air 
Corps is still under careful consid- 
eration in Washington, the star hav- 
ing returned to Hollywood to await 
a decision. 

All applications for commissions 
from actors, producers, directors and 
other notables are being weighed 
from the angle that indiscriminate 
appointment from civilian ranks, 
even on account of morale values, 
might easily create widespread criti- 
cism in official quarters. 

Gable, on the other hand, has 
adopted a realistic attitude to army 
service and wants a spot where he 
can be useful rather than ornamen- 
tal. Since the death of Carole Lom- 
bard, Gable has found is impossible 
to concentrate on picture-making 

(Continued on page 55) 
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‘VARIETY’S’ ART UNGAR 
IN SO. CAL. GOV'T POST 








mount theatre, New York, which is | 
|@ppointment 


Hollywood, June 30. 

Arthur Ungar, editor of 
Variety,’ was appointed Co-ordina- 
tor of Press, Radio, Motion Pictures, 
Theatres and Industry relations for 


the Treasury Department’s War 
Bonds and Stamps campaign in 
Southern California. Vincent Cal-| 


lahan, chief of press and radio for | 
the Treasury Department, made the | 


when he visited Los 
Angeles last week. 

Territory to be. coordinated by 
Ungar covers 11 counties in South- 
ern California. He will work in con- 
junction with Howard D. Mills, 
Treasury Department administrator 
for the area. 

Callahan referred the spot to 
Ungar after numerous recommenda- 
tions had been made by people in 
Los Angeles that he was the most 
suitable for the post. 

Ungar will also continue his regu- 
lar duties with ‘Variety’ while work- 
ing for Uncle Sam. 





Par Signs Powell 
Hollywood, June 30. 
Dick Powell has signed a term 
contract at Paramount. 
Ticket starts after completion of 





his corg :itment in ‘Star Spangled 


early September is complicating deal. | Rhythm 


HEY ON 


BWAY 





‘Daily | 


See Elmer Davis Sweeping Changes; 
Expect Bill Lewis Stays Over Radio; 
Rosten Resigns, 


Mellett Uncertain 





JOHNNY GREEN SERIOUS 


His Fantasy a Fer Piare and Orches- 
tra on CBS July 5 








Johnny Green, composer-conduc- 
tor for film, musical comedy and 
popular songs, enters the ranks of 
serious composers when on July 5 
his first symphonic work, ‘Music for 
Elizabeth,’ a fantasia for piano and 
orchestra, will be given its world 
premiere over CBS with the com- 
poser conducting. The CBS Sym- 
phony and Vera Brodsky, pianist, 
will assist. 

Work runs 18 minutes and is in 
three movements, prelude, fugue 
and finale. 


STUTTERING IS 
UNFUNNY —NBC 


Robbins Music Corp. learned last 
week that NBC had barred the use 
of ‘The Daughter of K-K-K-Katy’ 
from its facilities and when the 
publishing house asked the reason it 
was told that every time a stuttering 
song is broadcast the network re- 
ceives many protests from persons 
afflicted with stammering. 

The ban was imposed after the 
number had been done a few times 
by Frank Crumit and Julia Sander- 
son on their ‘Battle of the Sexes’ 
program. 


RKO and Orson Welles 
Probably Parting; He 
Cut Film by Phone 


Orson Welles, now shooting ‘It’s 
All True’ in the Latin Americas, ic 
probably making his last picture for 
RKO. Talk within the company is 
that he will not be offered a new 
| deal. 

RKO this week  tradeshowed 
Welles’ ‘The Magnificent Amber- 
sons,’ which Welles is said to have 
| ‘cut’ via telephone from Brazil. He 
|had a print with him and synchron- 
lized his trimming with that of an 
editor at the studios over the long 
| distance “teieépnones. ‘“Ambersons’ 
| wound up at 9,000 feet, but more 

















|than four times that footage was | 
| . 


slashed, 
Film Welles is currently making 
will be in four episodes and his stay 


|in Brazil is for the shooting of the | 


| first sequence. 


No Trouble With Casting; 


Hollywood, June 30. 
Hero of an air battle over the Pa- 
cific, Capt. Hewitt T. Wheless, is 
east to play himself in the Army 


| Air Corps educational film, ‘Beyond | 


the Line of Duty,’ to be made by 
Warners, with Lew Seiler directing. 

Picture will be filmed at Ran- 
dolph Field, near San _ Antonio, 
Tex., where Wheless got his early 
|training in flying. 


Wallis Doing Okay 


Hollywood, June 30. 
From all incications, Hal B. Wal- 
lis is returning here from Washing- 
ton cn Friday w'th the full approval 
of the War Department for his War- 

; ner Bros. pro-uction, ‘Air Force.’ 
| Anyhow, the -eport is that an- 
'other thing Wallis is returning with 








is a major’s commission in the Army | 


| Ai- Corps. 


| Wheless to Play Himsel || 


Washington, June 30. 

First shakeup moves by Elmer 
Davis, newly designated director of 
the Office of War Information, are 
expected some time this week, with 
sweeping changes probable in the 
conflicting, duplicating maze of units 
new dealing with motion picture and 
radio industries. The studies of ex- 
isting machinery and ways of greatly 
increasing their efficiency are de- 
scribed as having. reached a point 
where it’s only a matter of days, 
perhaps hours, before the ex-CBS 
commentator starts guillotining. 

Though he has been on the scene 
10 days and has conferred with 
dozens of officials in all types of 
public relations work, Davis hasn’t 
given a cue about his intentions, 
Only a few top-rank men have a 
glimmer of an idea what’s in his 
mind. And each of them has re- 
ceived firm, blunt orders to keep 
mum, not even telling his imme- 
diate associates and key subordi- 
nates what is in store. 


The 2,000-odd hired hands in the 
far-flung propaganda outfits are suf- 


has seen since Congress began try- 
ing to economize, back in the first 
whirlwind New Deal days. Some of 
them are keeping their noses to the 
grindstone, hoping to demonstrate 
(Continued on page 16) 





Howard Lang Sues Par 
Player, Chas. Smith, To 
Confirm 73% Award 


Howard Lang filed action in Su- 
perior Court for legal confirmation 
of an arbitration award in his fa- 
vor against actor Charles Smith, 
under contract at Paramount. 


Ruling handed down recently, by 
a board functioning under Screen 
Actors Guild-Artists’ Managers 
Guild regulations, directed Smith 
to pay agent Lang 742% of his earn- 
ings while at the contracting studio, 
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All H’wood Signal 


Hollywood, June 30. 

United States Signal Corps is or- 
dering all men holding Reserve com- 
missions into service from Holly- 
wood as expediently as possible. Col. 
Schlosberg, aide to the Chief Signal 
Officer in Washington, is here inter- 
viewing the Reserve commission 
holders regarding their specific abil- 
ities with respect to assignment for 
duty, or whether they can or cannot 
qualify as specialists in the corps in 
accordance with the commissions 
that were granted them. Some of 
these commissions are 15 years old. 

Hal Roach, who was commissioned 
15 years ago as a major in the Re- 
serve Corps at the time, has offered 
the idea for photographic record of 
the war which would keep track of 
the personne! in the Army, how they 
were clothed, fed, transported, etc., 
except in battle, has been called fol 
duty July 25 to report to Astoria. 
However it is likely that following 
talks with Schlosberg, Roach. will 
probably be assigned to duty from 
here. 

There are numerous others who 
will probably also be kept here in- 
stead of going to Astoria working 
with transient units of the Signal 
Corps to come here for photographic 
purposes and making of specialty 
films. 


Army Takeover of A. C. 
Hotels Viewed As Hypo 
To Resort in General 








Atlantic City, June 30. 

Hotel Ambassador is the first of 
the beachfront hotels to be taken 
over by the United States Army. 
Today (30) the advance guard of 
Uncle Sam’s servicemen members otf 
the Air Corps, is being housed it 
this hostelry of 700 rooms. 

This is the first definite word of 
just which hotels are to be occupied 
by the Army. Inspections are going 
on each day in other buildings on 
the walk. 


~ 


15,000 members of the U. S. Army 
Air Corps will come to Atlantic City 
(Continued on page 22) 


Sorrell Reps Studio 
Workers in Unity Body 


Hollywood, June 30. 


Corps. Reserve 





Officers Ordered to Active Duty 


USO SOSing Acts 


USO-Camp Shows, Inc., is sos'ing 
standard acts around New York that 
are available for cuffo showings on 
short notice aboard seawagons in 
port for pronto provisioning. Shows 
are in the late afternoon, and USO- 
CSI promises to have club acts back 
in midtown by 9:30 p.m. 

Contact Bert Wishnew at 
CSi, N.. ¥. 


‘Army’s’ Big Ticket Sale 
Insures At Least 6-Wk. 
Run, 2006 Net in N. Y. 


With advance 
mail sale for ‘This Is the Army,’ 
Irving Berlin all-soldier musical is 
virtually set to remain at least two 
weeks beyond its originally-planned 
four-week engagement at the Broad- 
way, N. Y. It opens Saturday night 
(4), with tickets scaled to $27.50 
each. 

In addition to the prolonged N. Y. 
stay, it also appears certain now 
that there will be a lengthy road 
tour. Plan is to play in large audi- 
toriums. There’s nothing definite as 
to what cities will be played or how 
long the Army is willing to keep 
the show out. 

Army Emergency Relief Fund 
should profit to the extent of about 
$200,000 net on the N. Y. run. How 
much the musical could raise on 
tour is, of course, beyond calcula- 
tion at this stage. 

Stagehands union is the only one 

(Continued on page 25) 
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‘EARL HUDSON NAMED 


GROUP COORDINATOR 





‘If Atlantic City hotels cooperate, | 
| 


Detroit, June 20. 


Ear! J. Hudson, president of United 
Detroit Theatres, has been appointed 
| group coordinator by Glenn C. Rich- 
‘ards, head of the Office of Civilian 
| Defense, for theatres, public audi- 

toriums and dance halls in Detroit. 
| Hudson has assembled a group of 40 


|theatre manager and others in his 
| field for the completion of protective 
| plans. 

The present method calls for tne 
division of the city into districts, each 
designated manager responsible for 
at least five houses in his district. 


|The setup crosses circuit lines with 
ithe responsibility placed according to 


ing chains, 














WILLIE HOWARD 


Seventeenth successful week, “Pri- 
orities of 1942” at the 46th Street 
Theatre, New York. 

‘Willie Ifoward is a funny man 
throughout, as funny as he has been 
in his long and varied career,’ 
ABEL GREEN, ‘Variety’. 


MISS DIETRICH 
WOWS ‘EM ON 
BOND TOURS 


Washington, June 30. 

Exhibitors are watching with con- 
siderable interest effect of Marlene 
Dietrich Treasury exploitation. As 
a War Bonds star, Miss Dietrich got 
more publicity in Washington than 
ever was accorded her as a screen 
celebrity. Eight full pages in Wash- 
ington newspapers featured the lady 
of the symmetrical gams’ visit to the 
Capital. Personal appearances at 
| Capitol and Earle supplemented de- 
partment store and night club en- 
gagements with officers of the Air 
Cavalcade. Universal star also came 
in as beneficiary of a tremendous 

(Continued on page 25) 











| Jeanette MacDonald’s 12 

Concerts for Army Relief 

Washington, June 30. 

Jeanette MacDonald continues her 
new role of singing ‘only to or for 
| the benefit of American Service men’ 

in a series of 12 concerts announced 
| Monday (29) by Under Secretary of 
| War Robert. P. Patterson. 

A tour of eastern cities, which will 
start early next fall, has been ar- 
ranged by the Army Emergency Re- 
lief, Inc., with all of the singer’s pro- 





to draft a reauest to Gov- | areas rather than through the exist-|ceeds going to the agency's relief 


fund, Patterson revealed. 


a ttt Ree O ORAM AAAAAAAAAAAAMAAAAA DADA 


More than 10,000 studio workers 
voted for Herbert Sorrell as their 
representative on the Unity for 
Victory -Committee. which meets 
July 2, 
ernor Culbert Olson for the estab- 
lishment of a State War Labor | 
Board. Sorrell was elected by 


unanimous the Conference 
of Studio Unions, including the 
painters, carpenters, machinists, 
laboratory technicians. set designers 
and cartoonists. 

Unity for Victory Committee rep- 
resents more than 299,000 workers 
in the American Federation of La- 
bor, the Congress of Industrial Or- 
ganizations, the Railroad Brother- 
hoods and independent unions. 

Purpose is to handle 
tional problems, with the 
having the State War Labor 
arbitrate disputes between 
ers and employees lines 
of: the U. S. War Labor Board. 
which does not arbitrate arguments 
in non-defense industries 

Each labor council 
County is entitled to name a dele- 
gate to the Executive Council, which 
will be the controlling group. 


vote of 


jurisdic- 
idea of 

Board 
employ- 


along the 


‘Porgy’ Goes to Camp 

‘Porgy and Bess’ will move in toto 
from the Majestic, N. Y.. next Mon- 
day (6) for a cuffo performance at 
Fort Monmouth, N. J. Show will be 
given in the camp’s new outdoor 
theatre. 

Settings for the performance will 


be duplicated at Monmouth by Pvt. | 


Walter Ash, who also worked on the 
Original production. 





No Tax for Service Men 
Washington, June 30. 

Removal of admissions tax at mili- 
tary and naval establishments was 
approved by House Ways and Means 
Committee today (30) providing pro- 
ceeds go exclusively to Army and 
Navy benefits. 


in Los Angeles | 


's Roll Call 
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| Miami Beach Shorts 
~ Miami Beach, June 30. 
| Vineent Sheean, author and cor- | 


respondent, has arrived for training | 


jin the air forces. He has a captain’: 


commission and will take a_ re- 
i\fresher course. Is completing new 
non-fiction work about the war, the 


fliers which he 
Thunder and 


and their 
‘Between the 


| bombers 
will cal) 
the Sun.’ 
Pvt. 
| (‘Minka’) here 
Ames and Arno entertained the 
|boys here and_ discovered thei 
nephew Johnny Reader in training. 


Milton, 
from Fort 


songwrite! 


Niagara. 


Ja y 


now a private first class. 

Don Budge is a physical 
at a local flying field. 

Pvt. Charlie Siegal, pit pianist in 
Broadway shows, stationed here. 

Myrna Loy, on her wedding trip 
here with John Hertz, made a sur- 
prise visit to the men of the 
forces during a_performafce of 
j}‘Hunky Dory’ (17), their first USO 
Camp Show. Film star was intro- 
| duced by 
Doulens. 


Jack Yellen’s brother Sam on duty 
ihere. Another brother, Major ‘Hi’ 
| Yellen, is in the Medical Corps. 

Captain Michael H. Cleary, com- 
poser of ‘Is There Anything Wrong 
with That’ and ‘Here It is Monday,’ 
| graduated from Officers Candidate 
| School, 
Hank 


trainer 








Greenberg lining up ball 


Jack Klotz, New York band agent, | 


air | 


‘Variety's’ Pvt. Humphrey | 


team to meet a Navy nine in charity 
| game. 
Bill Collins, of vaudeville and mu- 
sical on duty here now. 
Private William Hatkoff, manager 
of Warner houses in South Norwalk, 


shows, 


Conn., has arrived here, Ditto Pri- 
vate William Wishart, artists’ rep- 
resentative 

Mickey Lee, winner of the last 
Harvest Moon Ball in New York, 
has turned up here as _ Private 
Michael Scrittorale. 

Broadway Bunch 

Henry White, formerly handling 

radio _ publicity under Monroe 


| Greenthal ‘at United Artists, into the 
Army Air Corps, 

Harold Berkowitz and Herbert J. 
Erlanger, of the Warner legal de- 
partment at the homeoffice now iin 
U. S. army. 

Paul Benson, Broadway press 
; agent, has enlisted in the Army. 
Playwright Jerome Chodorov has 
| received a commission as lieutenant 
‘in U.S. Army, and has been assigned 
ito the aerial survey corps. 
Irwin Shaw, playwright 
| screen writer, U. S. army. 


and 





Coe’s Son-in-Law In 
With 
}mund D. Lucas, his son-in-law, as 
| lieutenant in the Navy this week, 
| Charles F. Coe, vice-president of the 
| Motion Picture Producers & Dis- 
tributors Assn., now has all male kin 

(Continued on page 23) 


the commissioning of Ed- |. 


No Military Secrets 


Soldier at Stage Door Can- 
teen (N. Y.) said he was just in 
from Washington, so somebody 
kiddingly cracked: 

‘What did Franklin have to 
say?” 

‘I'm not at liberty to tell you,’ 
was the straight-faced reply. 

It developed the soldier was 
Harry Hopkins’ son, 














AEF. to See Jolson, But 
Where and When Is 
Still a Military Secret 


Al Jelson is going to entertain 
Our overseas troops, as he did in 
Alaska for three and a half weeks, 
but where and when must remain a 
military secret. However, so intent 
is the star on doing his bit, under 
General Frederic H. Osborne (mo- 
rale boss in Washington) that he 
turned down a summer commercial, 
and isn’t sure if two pending radio 
dickers for the fall will suit him, 
since he'd rather play the military 
circuits for free. 

Jolson, in all his career as a stage, 
screen and radio star, says he has 
never experienced anything like 
Alaska, where he flew constantly; 
where no army pilot flies ‘without 
a backdoor being open,’ ie, a re- 
turn landing route, because the ceil- 
ings are always so low; where he 
took off and returned to some bases 
four times before being able to pro- 
ceed further; where anti-tetanus and 
typhoid innoculations sent. his and 
his pianist’s, Martin Freed, temper- 
atures up to 103; where he did as 
many as nine shows in one day for 
groups of from five to 500, depend- 
ing on the character of the post. 

The experience of himself, Freed 
and their piano being transported 
On a jeep to the edge of a No Man’s 
Land, then finding themselves sud- 

(Continued on page 22) 





BUTCHER, NAVY MAN, 
AIDES GEN. EISENHOWER 


Washington, June 30. 
Lieut. Comdr. Harry C. Butcher, 
away from his CBS post. for the 
‘past month, hops to Loncon shortly 





| to become personal aide for Maj. 
| Gen, Dwight fisenhower, just 
named commander of American 


|troops in the European 
operations. Extremely unusual for 
a Navy man to be designated the 
right-hand man for an Army officer, 
but Eisenhower personally Tequested 
this break with tradition. 

Butcher, who joined the naval re- 
serve a couple of years ago, has 
been on active duty in the Office of 
Naval Communications in con- 
nection with planning and adminis- 
trative work. He’s on leave for the 
duration from CBS and is being suc- 
|} ceeded here by Karl Gammons from 


| WCCO. 


D. C. Canteen Is Cold: 


theatre of 





Washington, June 30. 
Stage Door Canteen for Washing- 
{ton will remain just an idea. Va- 
|riety Club's committee. headed by 
Sam Wheeler, has been unable to 
find a suitable downtown site. and 
| proposal for priorities to permit con- 





Struction of headquarters has met 
government chill, 
Variety Club was never. en- 


jthusiastic over Canteen proposal. 
| Originally advanced by Bernie Har- 
jrison, drama editor of Washington 
Times Herald, another was taken 
;up by Variety's board of governors 


| Suggestion that RKO-Keith’s thea- 
fire downtown lobby be used was 
frowned upon by chain manage- 


ment. Other objections were that 
Washington has no reservoir of pro- 
fessional talent and without these 
entertainers, service contemplated 
would be a duplication. 


BOSTON’S CANTEEN 


Boston, June 30. 

A local Theatre Wing Canteen, 
along the lines of the one in New 
York, is scheduled to open about 
Aug. 15 next to Copley Sq. Theatre, 
the jocation donated by J. J. Shu- 
bert, and to be sponsored by Mrs. 
Maicolm Bradley French and others. 


FOX P.A.ING USO-CSI 


Maxwell Fox, ex-‘Variety’ corre- 
spondent in Boston, takes over 435 
publicity director of USO-Camp 
| Shows, Inc., in New York on July 8. 











Can’t Find a Location | 








FRANK CAPRA'’S 
ARMY - MADE 
NEWSREEL 


Major Frank Capra has been as- 
Signed the task of turning out a two- 
reel newsreel for the Army. It 
also likely will be distributed for 
the entire U. S. Navy personnel. 
Now planned to issue the subject 
every two weeks. Newsreel will be 
more than just that, designed also 
to show U. S, military forces what 
they are fighting for and to give 
them a good conception of what the 
enemy, as well as the United Na- 
tions, are doing. 

Not set on the exact date for the 
initial release but Capra has re- 
ceived some 30,000 to 50,000 feet of 
library material from each of the 
five American newsreel companies 
to use for background material. 

In the meantime, the fate of the 
United Newsreel is more or less in 
the hands of Elmer Davis, since he 
has taken over the duties and con- 
signments of the Donovan commit- 
tee which promulgated this reel 
originally. Likely that the United 
Newsreel which was designed to 
counteract Axis propaganda by 
reaching foreign lands, not regularly 
served by American reels, may wind 
up strictly as an independent func- 
tion of the Government, with film 
companies merely offering their li- 
brary and late clips for m=<ing in 
a single reel once monthly. 


MR. GARDENIA JONES’ 
TIED IN WITH USO 


‘Mr. Gardenia Jones,’ Government 
short, is being held back for re-edit- 
ing and will be released in conjunc- 
tion with the USO drive being or- 
ganized in all theatres in the New 
York metropolitan area week begin- 
ning July 23. Some of the hardships 
of camp life, such as sleeping and 
other accommodations, are being cuit 
from ‘Jones’ prior to release. 

USO Drive, first to be localized in 
the New York territory, is headed by 
Fred Schwartz, Century Circuit. 


American Theatre Wing 


Stage Door Canteen Capers 




















By RADIE HARRIS 
(Chairman, Entertainment) 





Selena Royale, who has been sit- 
ting in on all the prolonged nego- 
tiations for an air cooling system, 
gave the latest bulletin at a Can- 
teen board meeting the other a.m. 

In her most authoritative manner, 
she reported, ‘Westinghouse says 
that the five-ton unit is no good 
because it forms its own combusion, 
and please, don’t ask me what that 
means because I haven't the vaguest 


idea myself!’ 

Two R.A. fliers, whese clipped 
British accents caressed the ears, 
were talking te a junior hostess 

(Continued on page 25) 
L. A. to N. Y. 
Leon Belasco 
Ed Cochrane. 


Xavier Cugat. 
William German 
Sonja Henie. 
Alfred Hitchcock. 
Joe Jackson. 

Al Jolson, 

Ben Kalmenson. 
Edgar Kennedy. 
Howard Lane. 
Margo. 

Jack Skirball 
Paul Sutton. 
Charles Victor. 
Bob Welsh. 
Herb Yates. 


N. Y. to L.A. 


Irving Brecher. 
Gomez Carrillo. 
Charles Coburn. 
Jimmy Durante.’ 
. Jeanne Durante. 
Dave Epstein. 
Arthur Freed. 
L. Welfe Gilbert. 
Ezra Goodman. 
Arthur W. Kelly, 
Ed Raftery. 
Grad Sears, 
Jules C. Stein. 
Harry M. Warner. 
Carey Wilson, 
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FILMS TO PLEASE ALL ~ 


Buddy DeSylva and Sidney L. Bernstein both expressed 
strong views during the past week on the type of features 
Hollywood should make for a world enmeshed in war. The 
opinions, on the surface, appear divergent. DeSylva, Paramount 
production chief and one of Broadway’s most successful show- 
men, stresses the need for ‘laugh’ pictures. Bernstein, back- 
bone of the British Ministry of Information’s film section and 
important English exhibition executive, stresses the need for 
fewer films as usual, more pictures giving ‘an honest interpre- 
tation of the war.’ : 





Strangely enough, not only are both men right in their 
view, but they are both of the same opinion when one 
gets beneath the headlines that their statements naturally en- 
gender, and when one delves into their thinking a little farther, 


Mr. Bernstein, a moment after he asked for ‘realistic’ war 
films in his speech last week, added: ‘But don’t think we want 
only war films. We don’t want pictures that show only 
misery and dejection, because people don't always live in misery 
and dejection. On the contrary, we need escape pictures. We 
need them badly. People want to laugh. They want to forget 
their worries and fears...they want to get away from war 


sometimes.’ 





And Mr. DeSylva, despite the accent he places on the phrase, 
‘People want to laugh,’ reveals in the next breath that they also 
want something serious, too. He discloses that on his bia 
roster is Ernest Hemingway’s ‘T or W hom the Bell Tolls,’ w nic 1 
he describes as a story ‘showing it is noble to give up even yon 
life for your country.’ Not only that, but on his schedule o 
24 films he has seven more with serious wart backgrounds. 


b ° . 4.7 = ° 

The moral scarcely needs pointing. Both ‘laugh — 
and serious pictures are necessary to the war effort. J ere 
must be a balance of the two. And films in both caterer 
must be of the best. No more is this the time—asice an 

: : ‘. rpPr > > *S 
the waste of raw materials and manpower—for bad rung 
than it is for second-rate war pictures. ‘In wartime, od ye 
Bernstein pointed out, ‘people should have the best, no 


’ 
worst, of the arts. 





Hollywood should make its comedies and musicals by all 
means. But it should also pay heed to the words of a man who 
has himself lived through the blitz, who has even operated 
theatres through the blitz and who says, with the weight of 
the Ministry of Information behind him: 

‘We don’t want dull or solemn pictures, but we would like 
some that seem less absurd in the daytime. We want bly Si 
that give an honest interpretation of the war...that make _ 
soldier appreciate the factory worker, and the etary rf 
understand the monotony, the bitter frustration ol the = lier s 
life. Phony war romances and dramas haven't “~s Pp ace * 
this war, for it is not a phony war. It 1s a war where eve y 
incident is serious for those in the service, and every momen 
is drama for the civilian whose free way of life depends upon 


victory. 


American Filmers SOS Britain 





‘To Thaw Out Much Needed Funds 





SOS plea for unfreezing of Amer- for every $1 asked to be unfrozen 


» a . in Great Britain, American film 
ican distributor coin, now reported companies already have paid nearly 


aggregating $52,000,000, impounded |;.icg that amount to Britain in 
in Great Britain, is being transmitted / various internal taxes. U. S. dis- 
by the industry this week via Wash- tribs face bg o F — yetenay 
ington. Contention of the film com- | tax tap in this country ‘ met : 
panies is that the present rate of jican picture companies ee 
monetary exchange between the | ce!ve the money from the British. 
U. S. and Great Britain now rep- These figures also reveal that 
resents no reflection on the Brit-| whereas U. S. distribs sought com- 
ish, but that most of the coin is|plete unfreezing of all funds re- 
long past due and also that it is| maining in Britain last September 
urgently needed by American pro-|and October (it was estimated by 
ducers if the flow of U. S. screen | American film officials as $40,000,000 
product is to continue to Britain.|at that time), the British agreed 
Lease-lend law setup is ignored be-|only to unfreeze about $18,000,000, or 
cause deemed as not fairly ap-|less than half the total frozen there. 
Plicable to motion pictures since no|Also that instead of permitting free 
company can tell in advance exactly |flow of distribution revenue, only 
how much a film will gross in Brit- | $20,000,000 was allowed out of Britain 
ain. in the year ended next October. 
Though negotiations have been in| pjea js being presented as an in- 








Progress for the last six months or dustry-wide affair rather than of in- 


more, present ‘plan is being pre- 
sented as something requiring im- 
mediate attention if American pro- 
ducers are to turn out standard 
Screen product in Hollywood. Point 
is being stressed that lease-lend and 
U S. military expenditures in Great 
Britain have removed any unfavor- 
able exchange situation for the 
Britains. 

Statistics compiled by major com- 
Panies in the past week show that 





dividual film companies since such 
separate claims would give an ap- 
pearance of disunity. 





FEMME DIALOG DIRECTOR 
Hollywood, June 30. 
Ann Hathaway has been made dia- 
log director on ‘Casablanca.’ 


She is the first woman ever em- 
ployed in that capacity by Warners. 





N UPS ALL 


COS. 





PICTURE: FIRMS 
AHEAD OF ‘4 


Despite Growing Inventory 
Problem, Plus Higher 
Taxes, Wartime Measures 
Considered Favorable to 
Film Corporations—Strong 
Cash Position of Many Re- 
flected in Steady Stock 
Quotations, Bond Prices 








GAS RATIONING OKAY 


—_—_—-—_ 


Despite the future threat of having 
to carry additional inventories, be- 
cause taking longer to clear product 
through big key accounts, major pic- 
ture companies are presently show- 
ing higher earnings than a year ago, 
with several reaching record income 
peaks. Wall Street believes that 
most film companies have been aided 


by wartime measures, rather than 
hurt. 


Although too early to tell with cer- 
tainty, the new 1942 tax law is bound 
to take a healthy bite of present high 
gross revenue totals. With a major- 
ity of the major companies figuring 
the Federal tax at around 41% net, 
financial men still are convinced that 
1942 will stack up favorably with the 
previous year. 

Most majer picture corporations 
have not been affected by the Fed- 
eral excess profits tax, sole excep- 
tions being those companies having 
no extensive theatre subsidiaries and 
consequently comparatively small 
capitalization. This is particularly 
true of companies such as Universal 
where present earnings are running 
materially ahead of those in recent 
three-year periods. Consequently, 
the Federal excess profits bite is 
heavy for them. 


Increased spending throughout the 
nation for amusement is the overall 
contributing factor to the healthy 
earnings position of picture corpora- 
tions. This has made possible higher 
percentage deals, extended runs and 
naturally heavier return per picture, 
in many instances at a reduced dis- 
tribution cost. 

This is best reflected in the strong 
cash positions of numerous com- 
panies, with several such positions 
being tops for all time. 

Gas Rationing a Help 

Gas rationing is regarded as aiding 
business rather than impairing it, 
in the opinion of financial men mak- 
ing preliminary check on this situ- 
ation. It obviously has curtailed 


ital Wail . ’ 
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vacation trips by motor car in the 
heavily populated area along the At- 
lantic seaboard. 

Presently the healthy financial 
status of picture companies is keenly 
reflected in high prices being paid 
for film corporation bonds. Both 
Paramount and Warner Bros. deben- 
tures, which have soared to new 1942 
highs above 100, now are selling at 


par or fractionally below that fig- | 
ure. Common stocks of nearly all | 


picture companies are holding near 
the peaks of the year. Loew’s, Inc., 
bellwether of amusement shares, 
which has about the greatest range 
of film company common stocks, is 
only about $2 under the 1942 peak 
despite desultory action on the stock 
exchange recently. 


TRADE RUMOR LINKS 
SCHAEFER WITH WB 


George J. Schaefer has reportedly 
been approached for an administra- 
tive post with one of the major pro- 
ducer-distribs, one report mentioning 
he may line up with Warners. How- 
ever, prior to leaving for a trip Mon- 
day (29) to the south, Schaefer stated 
that he had no plans for the present 
except taking a vacation. 

Reports persist, also, that Schaefer 
is interested in a Government post as 
industry coordinator. 
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'Major Hal Wallis Hemmed | 


Odlum at RKO Helm Eases Finance 
Problems, Bickering; Rathvon 


Prexy, Depinet Heads Film Subsid 





¥ 


UA Execs to Coast 


Ed Raftery, Grad Sears and Arthur 
W. Kelly pulled out for the Coast 
Monday (29) to huddle on the pro- 
duction slate for the coming season, 
David O. Selznick and Hunt Strom- 
berg story properties are to be dis- 
cussed among others. 

Sears is expected to announce dis- 
tribution plans for next season 
shortly. 


LYNCH NOW MAY 
HELP IN REORG 
OF RKO 


S. A. Lynch is reported to be in- 
terested anew in coming into RKO 
in a reorganizational capacity. An 
invitation was made him two weeks 
ago to step into the company with a 
view to. straightening out its 
tangled affairs, including financing, 
but he was not interested at first. 

According to inside, he would join 
RKO on a temporary basis without 
title if agreeing to tackle the job. 

While suggested that perhaps 
Lynch might be sought as a financ- 
ing medium, it is doubted he would 
personally invest in RKO, which is 
presently in search of $3,000,000. 
Floyd Odlum, who has between $6,- 
000,000 and $7,000,000 invested in the 
company, is expected to raise the 
required amount needed now in 
order to protect his interests, 


GOLDENSON IS NOW 














V. P. OF PAR PICTURES | 





Leonard H. Goldenson, who holds 
th: title of president oi Paramount 
Theatres Service Corp., and at the 
Par homeoffice is in charge of all 
theatre operations, was elected a 
vice-president of the parent (Par 
Pictures, Inc.) company at last 
week’s meeting of the board of di- 
rectors, 

Other vice-presidents, Y. Frank 
Freeman, Austin C. Keough, John 


are members of the board also. 








Assuming virtually full responsi- 
bility for RKO operations, Floyd 
Odlum last week swung into action 
following the election last Thursday 
(25) of N. Peter Rathvon, Atlas 
Corp. representative, as president of 
Radio-Keith-Orpheum Corp., to give 
Charles W. Koerner the green light 
on the coming season’s production 
slate. With Odlum active in direc- 
tion of RKO, financing for the bulk 
of the studio’s picture schedule was 
assured immediatelymthough whether 
through Odlum’s direct loan of sev- 
eral million dollars or via the addi- 
tional mortgaging of theatre proper- 
ties was not made known. 

Simultaneously, Ned E, Depinet, 
who had been strongly supported for 
election as president of the parent 
company, was elected president of 
the RKO picture company subsid, as 
well as vice-president of the parent 
company, while Koerner was elected 
vice-president of RKO Radio Pic- 
tures in charge of studio operations. 

On the heels of the election of 
these and other company officers 
came the resignation Monday (29) 
of Andy Smith, Jr.. as RKO general 
sales manager with a realignment of 
top distribution men in the company 
in prospect. 

As ‘Variety’ went to press late 
yesterday (Tuesday) it was re- 
ported Ju.es Levey, former gen- 
eral sales manager of RKO, may 
return to that post as successor 
to Smith. Since leaving RKO in 
1940, Levey produced five films 
with Leo Spitz (Mayfair Produc- 
tions) for Universal release. 
Streamlining of t-~p company posts 

is regarded as more _ favorable 
toward operations than previously 
since Depinet, as head of the picture 
company affiliate, would not be bur- 
dened with financing, with which 
George J. Schaefer was also con- 
cerned, as head of the parent cor- 
poration. 

Odlum attended the RKO direc- 
|tors meeting Thursday (25) when 
|the production slate for next season 
was discussed as well as election of 

(Continued on page 54) 


ARNOLD SEES 
POST-WAR 











In By 3 WB Productions | 


Hollywood, June 30. | 











Hal Wallis’ commission as a major 
in the Air Corps, due July 4, has | 
been deferred by press of Warner 
studio business. Induction will be | 
when he clears up production on 
‘Air Force,’ ‘Watch On the Rhine’ 
and ‘Casablanca.’ 


Wallis is due in from Washington | 


today (Tuesday). 


Fleming to Grand Jury 
Hollywood, June 30. 
Criminal Complaints Committee of 
the County Grand Jury met today 


(Tuesday) to investigate the brawl 


whereby Barbara Hutton’s butler, 
Eric Gosta, got a skull fracture from 
Jim Fleming. 

Latter is Errol Flynn’s stand-in. 


H. M. WARNER BACK WEST 
Holiywood, June 30. 





Harry M. Warner is arriving to- | 


morrow (Wednesday) from Wash- 
ington to rush ‘Mission to Moscow’ 
into early production. 

A Sept. 15 release date is set. 


idinner of the 


Thurman Arnold, U. S. assistant 
attorney-general, known as _ chief 
figure in trust-busting operations 
including the anti-trust suit against 


|the major film companies, was prin- 


cipal speaker at the membership 
N. Y. Financial 
Writers’ Assn. last Friday (26) night 
at the Martinique hotel, N. Y. Arnold 


|gave an over-all picture of what 


| anti-trust moves and cartel-busting 
|means in wartime, and in the post- 
| war period, without once referring 
| to the picture industry. 

Arnold, who came from Washing- 
ton for the meeting, gave an off-the- 
record resume of the prosperous 
post-war period he envisioned recent. 
ly in a Saturday Evening Post arti- 
cle. The euthor of ‘Folklore of 
Capitalism’ answered pointed intere 
rogations put to him by N. Y. daily 
and press association financial edi- 
tors. 


Execs Fete Zanuck 


Hollywood, June 30. 
Darryl Zanuck was again honored, 
this time by 70 industry executives, 
Friday night (26), at Metro. 
Commended for his war activities, 
Zanuck responded with another di- 
verting off-the-record account of 
his experiences in the war zone. 
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UMPI Plan Calling for Blocks Up to 13 
Completed; Will Be Rushed to D. of J. 





ve 


After weeks of shaping the legal 
language of the United Motion Pic- 
ture Industry plan, and making pro- 
vision for contingencies under it 
that were not covered by the verbi- 
age prior to its masterminding by 
attorneys, the latter yesterday (Tues- 
day) completed the job so that the 
new selling-buying formula may be 
speeded on its way to adoption. It 
must now be approved by the De- 
partment of Justice and the Federal 
court of jurisdiction under the con- 
sent decree. 

Following dotting of the final ‘i’ 
and the proper placement of commas, 
the legal drafting committee of 
which Austin C. Keough és chair- 
man, will get word immediately to 
Jack Kirsch, head of the exhibitor 
subcommittee, so that a group of ex- 
hibitors may be appointed from that 
committee to take the UMPI plan to 
Washington without further delay. 
Kirsch probably will receive that 
advice no later than today (Wednes- 
day). 

If they are available at the mom- 
ent, the same four exhib leader- 
members of the UMPI subcommittee 
who in May, presented the Depart- 
ment of Justice with a rough draft 
of the plan, may be sent back to 
Washington with the completed legal 
draft. They were Ed Kuykendall, 
president of the Motion Picture The- 
atre Owners of America; Col. H. A. 
Cole, director of Allied States Assn.; 
Robert White, president of the Pa- 
cific Coast Conference of Independ- 
ent Theatre Owners and Harry 
Brandt, president of the Independ- 
ent Theatre Owners’ Assn. of New 
York. Hirsch, president of Allied 
of Illinois, may go to Washington, 
since he is chairman of the UMPI 
subcommittee. Before the UMPI plan 
can be adopted, it will have to be 
presented to Judge Henry W. Godd- 
ard, of the N. Y. Federal court, who 
signed the decree. 

Can Sell 13 at a Time 

While not changed basicaliy, in its 
final form the UMPI plan will per- 
mit sales in groups up to a total of 
13 instead of 12, in order to make 
provision for a distributor who 
wishes to produce 52 instead of 48 
pictures annually. Obvicusly, if 
selling in quarters of 12 each, which 
all distribs are expected to do, the 
problem arose as to what would be 
done with the four extra pictures 
where the year’s program amounted 
to 52. 

However, the UMPI plan has been 
changed to the extent it will not be 
compulsory to seil only in quarters. 
While this basically is the pattern 
of the UMPI sales formula, the word- 
ing on quarterly selling has been 
changed to make it possible for a 
distrib to sell pictures singly or in 
smaller groups to houses like the 
Music Hall, N. Y., which buy that 
way. 

The cancellation privilege remains 
the same except that if a company 
sells 13 at a time, the exhib may re- 
ject one or two out of the eight 
designated films instead of out of 
seven. Accounts averaging up to 
$3. during the 1940-41 season re- 
ceive the right to cancel, while those 
paying over this amount that year 
may reject only one. Of course, any 
pictures not living up to designations 
are also subject to cancellation. 


HENIE HAMPERED AS 
DRAFT HITS SKATERS 


Hollywood, June 30. 

Shortage of male skaters, as a re- 
sult of draft inroads, caused 20th- 
Fox to call off preliminary ice se- 
quences for the next Sonja Henie 
picture. Idea was to use the same 
skating troupe now working in 
‘Iceland,’ but six of the boys were 
called into the Army last week. 

Studio is mulling the idea of us- 
ing femme skaters in male costumes 
for the next picture, ‘Quota Girl,’ 
slated to start in September, with 
William LeBaron producing. 


Raphaels Divorced 


Reported from the Coast that Bil- 
lie and Stephen Raphael have been 
quietly divorced somewheres near 
Hollywood. 

He’s of the English banking family, 
R. Raphael & Sons, and she’s Billie 
de Volta, former British actress. 
Both got attention in the film colony 
for their fancy entertaining. 

















That Tax Headache 


Madeleine Carroll spent a hectic 
two days last week getting clearance 
from the income tax authorities so 
that she could take a vacation in 
Nassau and possibly England. She's 
due back in this country in a month 
to fill a couple dates on ‘Cavalcade 
of America.’ 


The bookings are for the Aug. 3 
and 10 broadcasts. 


Newsreel Biz Upbeat 
May Be Hit By Wartime 
Transport Priorities 


Despite marked upbeat in number 
of newsreel accounts in the last six 
months, many distributors fear 
future cancellations if they continue 
to be pushed around in the matter 
of swift transportation. Estimated 
that the 50% increase in the num- 
ber of newsreel theatres, plus in- 
creased interest in newsreels because 
of the war, has brought nearly 15% 
improvement in actual newsreel 
bookings. 

Previous @ifficulty in getting 
newsreel prints through on sched- 
ule for long-distance hauls is re- 
ported further complicated by the 
military priority on all transporia- 
tion facilities. It now seems dubious 
if Office of Defense Transportation 
order (effective July 1) will hurt 
much, if any. 

The point both film carriers and 
distributors are attempting to em- 
phasize fs that wartime require- 
ments are certain to slow down 
transportation, It is a situation over 
which distributors have no control. 
They have been given ‘A’ priority on 
shipments, but where re-routing of 
trains is forced by troop movements 
or where military supplies or per- 
sonnel force films off planes, delays 
are bound to result. 
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POLL SHOWS PIX FANS 
LIKE GOOD REISSUES 


With the potential cut in Holly- 
wood output to be brought about by 
the war, and reissues destined to be- 
come resultantly more’ important, 
there were happy words this week 
on acceptability of old product to 
film audiences. Extraordinarily large 
number of theatre patrons expressed 
a desire to see over again the out- 
standing films of past years, it was 
determined in a survey on reissues 
by Dr. Leo Handel’s Motion Picture 
Research Bureau. 

Handel limited his quizzing to a 
cross-section of the population in 
New York’s four biggest boroughs 
and to people who go to theatres at 
least once a month. He divides the 
potential audience for reissues into 
(1) persons who have seen the pic- 
ture before and are or are not will- 
ing to see it again, and (2) persons 
who have not seen the picture and 
may or may not wish to go to an old 
film. Results were: 

Ninety-one percent said they would 
like to see the outstanding pix of the 
last 10 years again; 8% said they 
wouldn’t attend, and 1% had no 








| opinion. 


Ninety-seven percent were pre- 
pared to see old pictures they hadn’t 
seen before if they were good. They 
said they wouldn’t be prejudiced by 
fact these films were old. Balance 
wouldn’t go or had no opinion. 

Ninety percent said they’d be will- 
ing to see old pix again and go to old 
top productions they did not see 
before. 


Five Pix Coming Up For 
Ritter and Johnny Mack 











Hollywood, June 30. 


Universal is lining up five more 
westerns for Johnny Mack Brown 
and Tex Ritter, following completion 
of their current chore, ‘Little Joe, 
the Wrangler,’ for the 1942-43 pro- 
gram, 

In preparation are ‘Tenting To- 
night on the Old Camp Ground,’ ‘The 
Chisholm Trail,’ ‘Cheyenne Round- 





up,’ ‘Raiders of the San Joaquin’ and 
one still untitled. 


ee 





Studio Contracts 











Hollywood, June 30. 


Jean Pierre Aumont, French ac- 
tor, signed by Metro. 

Helene Fortescue Reynolds’ player 
option picked up by 20th-Fox. 

Fred Henry inked acting pact at 
Paramount. 


George ‘Gabby’ Hayes, western 
player, renewed for one year by Re- 
public. 

Tom Bridges, George Root, Jr., and 
Nancy Wintner signed as junior 
writers at 20th-Fox. 


Connie Lee inked writing pact at 
Columbia. 

Richard Denning’s player option 
picked up by Paramount. 

M. K. F. Fisher handed scriptirg 
ticket by Columbia. 

Gail Russell signed stock player 
contract at Paramount. 

Charles Linton Tedford drew writ- 
ing ticket at Warners. 


Lillian Porter, currently in ‘China 
Girl,’ renewed for a year at 20th- 
Fox. 


Philly, Albany 
Picture Buying 
Co-operatives 


Philadelphia, June 30. 

A buying co-operative is quietly 
being formed by a group of Philly 
indie exhibs in an effort to get better 
deals with exchanges. The group has 
almost 70 theatres tied up thus far, 
and expects to have more than 100 
before it starts to function. Idea is 
for each exhib to pay a percentage of 
his gross yearly buying bill to the 
co-operative to defray expenses and 
pay a full-time ‘buyer.’ The figure 
mulled at present is 4%. 

Leaders of the co-operative move- 
ment declare that the scheme had 
been studied by a committee of law- 
yers and has been stamped legal in 
every aspect. 


Although the co-operative is com- 
posed of men who are also members 
of the so-called ‘Committee of 38,’ 
there is no Official tieup with the 
group, it was emphasized. 

All exhibs joining the cooperative 
buying pool must sign up for a 10- 
year period. With mass buying 
power, the indies expect to cut down 
the number of high percentage deals 
that they claim they’ve been forced 
to make in the past because of lone- 
buying. 











Albany Setup 
Albany, N. Y., June 30. 


A buying and booking combine of 
11 independent houses in Albany, 
Troy, Schenectady and North Creek 
(the latter in the Adirondacks) has 
been formed under the name of 
Upstate Theatres, Inc. Attorney 
Leonard L. Rosenthal, who has been 
active as an officer of the New York 
state unit ef National Allied, and 
who is counsel for independents in 
several cases brought before the Al- 
bany tribunal of the AAA, is in- 
terested in the State theatre, Troy, 
and filed the papers. 


Richard Struwe, a former Warner 
salesman, is booker and buyer for 
the group, which has opened head- 
quarters in the Ten Eyck hotel. A 
letter authorizing Upstate Theatres 
to book and buy for the combine 
was received by all exchanges last 
week. It was explained as part of 
the war effort as an answer to the 
necessity for duplication of work, 
in view of gasoline rationing, induc- 
tion of theatre employees into the 
armed services and other shortages 
and dislocations caused by the 
world-wide conflict. 


The 11 houses represented by Up- 
state Theatres, Inc., are the Eagle, 
Albany, owned by Abe Stone; the 
Bijou and Lansing, Troy, owned and 
operated by Charles F. Wilson; the 
State, Troy, Leonard Rosenthal; the 
Cameo and Lincoln, Schenectady, 
run by Sidney Dwore; the Crane, 
Schenectady, handled by Frank 
Shay; the American and Colony, 
Schenectady, managed by John 
Gardner; the Rivoli, Schenectady, 
operated by .David Willig, and the 
Tarbell-leased theatre in North 
Creek. Rosenthal, Stone and Wil- 
son have been active in Allied af- 
fairs for some time. Two indepen- 
dent theatres in Albany, the Royal 
and Paramount (Hellman’s), two in 
Troy, and one in Schenectady, are 
not participating in the combine. 





D. of J. Not 


Giving Carte Blanche 
To Exhibs, Arnold s Answer to SIMPP 





He Shoots At Sunrise 


Hollywood, June 30. 

Early to bed and early to.rise is 
the law prescribed by Charles Vidor 
for the troupe shooting “The Des- 
peradoes’ for Columbia on location 
at Kanab, Utah. Reason is _ that 
Technicolor filming in the mountains 
is best at sunrise. 

Curfew for players and camera 
crew rings at 9 p.m. 


No Large Par Theatre 
Powwows Henceforth 


Because of Traveling 


Instead of holding national meet- 
ings of Paramount partners to dis- 
cuss operating matters and exchange 
ideas, due to the transportation 
problem henceforth Par homeoffice 
executives headed by Leonard H. 
Goldenson will huddle from time to 
time with smaller groups of part- 
ners-operators. 

Also, with Goldenson, Sam Dem- 
bow, Jr., Leon Netter and others of 
the Par theatre department going 
into the field oftener, it isn’t so 
necessary to get all partners to-. 
gether for round-table discussions. 

Expected that various of the part- 
ners will come into New York dur- 
ing July to check into the product 
situation and other matters. 

Dembow left yesterday (Tuesday) 
for Chicago, headquarters of the 
Balaban & Katz and Great States 
circuit to meet with local officials. 
He will probably return to the h.o. 
by the end of the week. 


SID ROGELL RETURNS 
AS RKO STUDIO MGR. 


Hollywood, June 30. 

Sid Rogell returned to RKO on 
Monday as executive studio manager, 
taking over the post he vacated about 
five months ago, following differences 
of opinion on operatioris with George 
J. Schaefer and Joe Breen. He re- 
placed Reginald Armour, former aide 
to Schaefer, who had succeeded him. 
Latter resigned over weekend and 
probably will enter indie produc- 
tion, 

Rogell has an outstanding record 
as a studio manager in Hollywood, 
and is considered one of best opera- 
tions men in town. He took over the 
RKO plant several years ago, when 
Sam Briskin headed operations, and 

















Rogell coordinated the let into 
smooth operation. 
Return of Rogell will not affect 


position of William Holman, studio 


manager. Latter holds same posi- 
tion as aide to Rogell. Likely Hol- 
man will go into army shortly as 


Major in Signal Corps, assigned to 
Astoria. 


De Cordoba Hits Jackpot, 
With Paramount Contract 


Hollywood, June 30. 

Arturo de Cordoba, the man who 
has been so many things to so many 
professions, hit the jackpot when | 
Paramount signed him to a six-year 
contract and namec him for the role 
of Augustin in ‘Bel. Tolls.’ 

President of the Screen Actors’ 
As;ociation of Mexico, de Cordoba 
formerly was United Press corres- 
pondent in Buenos Aires and Santi- 
ago, Chile, before becoming a radio 
sports commentator. Fzrom that, he 
stepped into acting and won the 
Mexican Film Critics’ award for 
three successive years. 








Warners Ties Five-Year 
Contract on LeRoy Prinz 


Hollywood, June 30. 

Warners handed LeRoy Prinz a 
new five-year contract as director of 
straight drama, in addition to his 
old job as pilot of dances. First full 
directorship chore is ‘Vaudeville 
Days,’ a short subject under pro- 
ducer guidance of Gordon Hollings- 
head. 

Filming starts as soon as Prinz re- 
turns from Gallup, N. M., where he 
has been handling terp sequences for 





‘The Desert Song.’ 


v 


The Department of Justice has not 
said that whatever the majority of 
exhibitors want will be o.k. with the 
Department, as stated in exhibitor 
circles. Thurman Arnold, assistant 
attorney general in charge of anti- 
trust cases, has so written John C. 
Flinn, executive secretary of the 
Society of Independent Motion Pic- 
ture Producers. 

Flinn wrote Arnold, quoting a 
statement published in the ‘Inde- 
pendent,’ house organ of the Inde- 
pendent Theatre Owners Assn. of 
N.Y., of which Harry Brandt is presi- 
dent, indicating that ‘whatever the 
majority of exhibitors want will be 
okay with the Department of Jus- 
tice. Which sounds swell since 98% 
is a darn good average.’ 

Flinn wrote Arnold that ‘I cannot 
believe that this statement accur- 
ately reflects the opinion of yourself 
or some other official of the Depart- 
ment of Justice. Notwithstanding, 
the constant repetition of this alleged 
declaration has deterred many ex- 
hibitors from expressing honest and 
practical convictions.’ 

In his reply, while denying that 
any plan will be okay with the D. 
of J., Arnold said: 

‘The Department has given assur- 
ance to exhibitors, however, that any 
selling plan which the majority of 
them approve will receive careful 
consideration by the Department. 
They have also been informed that 
in considering any plan the Depart- 
ment must take notice of its effect 
upon other members of the industry 
and the general public.’ 


HE’S FAIR-HAIRED LADD; 
FOUR STARRERS COMING 


Hollywood, June 30. 

Paramount has lHned up four 
starrers for its new white-haired 
boy, Alan Ladd, who attracted the 
attention of the front office in ‘This 
Gun For Hire.’ 

On the Ladd schedule are ‘Pre- 
lude to Glory,’ ‘Storm,’ ‘Man In Half 
Moon Street’ and ‘Decoy.’ His most 
recent picture is ‘The Glass Key,’ 
currently awaiting release. 


Behrman to Script 
Vadis’ for Hornblow 


S. N. Behrman will do the screen 
adaptation of ‘Quo Vadis,’ which 
Arthur Hornblow, Jr., has selected 
as his first production for Metro. 
Hornblow also had ‘Song of the Red 
Army’ under consideration. Horn- 
blow production, in Technicolor, will 
be the fourth screen version of 
‘Vadis,’ the first U. S. treatment. 
Novel was made into a picture in 
1921, 1925 and 1929, each a silent 
version produced abroad. 

Behrman currently has a play en- 
titled ‘The Pirate’ in preparation for 
Alfred Lunt and Lynn -Fentannze, 
opening this fall. He stays east 
while scripting ‘Vadis,’ going to 
Hollywood after the ‘Pirate’ opening 
for huddles on the screening of the 
Hornblow production. 

Hornblow, who has been East for 
three weeks, was scheduled to pull 
out yesterday (Tuesday). 

















Mischa Auer Memoirs 
Series in Second Try 


Hollywood, June 30. 
Revived from last summer’s ‘Fore- 


| east’ series, ‘Memoirs of Mischa the 


Magnificent’ with Mischa Auer, bows 
as CBS sustainer July 5, a regular 
Sunday 6:30 p.m. feature. 

Auer will do m.c. chores and act 
in character in relating his memoirs 
as part of program. Wilbur Hatch’s 
music will make up other half in the 
combined comedy-drama, and Buddy 
Clark handles the vocals. 


Wilder, Hitchy Team 


Hollywood, June 30. 

A third starter in the Jack Skir- 
ball-Alfred Hitchcock argosy to the 
East for background-filming in New 
Jersey was author Thornton Wilder, 
who collaborated with Hitchcock on 
the script of ‘Shadow of a Doubt.’ 
Wilder did a polishing job, en route. 

Arriving, he was to check in at 
Washington as captain in the U. &. 











Army morale division. 
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Indie Protests Upped Admissions 
To Public Patronizing Patriotic Pix 








— 


Independent theatre operators 
hitherto protesting against increased 
rentals for pictures with war back- 
grounds, on the grounds that pro- 
ducer-distributors should not try to 
profit from the current conflict by 
cashing in on b.o. strength of mor- 
ale-building themes, based on Gov- 
ernment suggestions and made with 
the cooperation of Government 
offices, are currently also opposing 
increased admission prices necessi- 
tated by this policy. 

Texas Theatre Owners Association, 
with headquarters in Menard, Texas, 
last week referred to the discussions 
of some major distributors seeking 
adoption of a sales policy increasing 
admission prices for pictures with 
the national crisis as a background, 
as ‘a distinct strain upon the public, 
and, we contend, a misuse of the pa- 
triotic impulses of this country.’ 

Henry Reeve, president of the 
TTO, last week issued a bulletin call- 
ing attention of members to the in- 
creased admission scales forced upon 
theatre owners by major distributors 
through higher percentage and flat 
rental terms demanded for patriotic 
films. 

Reeve stated that the protest was 
not motivated by the selling terms of 
these pictures, but upon the impro- 
per demand upon the public at the 
boxoffice. ‘In key cities,’ Reeve says, 
‘the increase asked for results in 10% 
to 15% of the established price. How- 
ever, in the tremendous majority of 
subsequent runs, suburban and 
small-town theatres, this increase is 
25% to 33%, and often as much as 
50% over prevailing prices.’ 

It is pointed out that the film in- 
dustry has not yet been affected by 
the national price freezing program, 
and refers to Leon Henderson's re- 
cent statement in that respect with a 
warning to the film industry against 
‘false merchandizing methods which 
can obviously cause a disastrous sit- 
uation.’ 


FOX CONVENTION PLANS 
WAIT ON TOM CONNORS 


Plans for either regional confabs 
or homeoffice huddles with district 
and branch managers of 20th-Fox 
will be announced by Tom J. Con- 
nors, vice-president in charge of all 
sales, on the Coast shortly. He will 
first look at some 12 completed 
features in Hollywood. At the same 
time he will set the first releases 
for the 1942-43 selling season and im- 
portant production plans. 

Spyros Skouras, Connors and Hal 
Horne were scheduled to leave last 
Friday (26) for the Coast but post- 
poned the trip because Connors is 
busy getting his sales drive under 
way and:the delay in getting prod- 
uct ready for screening on the Coast. 
20th-Fox prexy and the other execu- 
tives wanted to see as much new 
product as possible and found that 
by waiting a week or. -ger the full 
array of features now nearing com- 
pletion would be ready. Now likely 
that the party will get away tomor- 
row (Thursday), but Horne plans 
staying east for the present. 

Laudy Lawrence, foreign sales 
chief, will accompany the 20th-Fox 
official party to Hollywood, since he 
is anxious to get a line on product 
possibilities for the foreign market. 











Regan’s Glamour Gets Him 
Tests on Screen, Network 


Hollywood, June 30. 

Phil Regan records for John Swal- 
low, program head of NBC, today 
(Tuesday ) to test for possible sus- 
tainer, following return from 26- 
week p.a. and nitery tour recently. 
With male glamour hard to get, NBC 
figures him likely prospect. 

Warner also testing him for Frank 
Carter role in forthcoming ‘Life of 
Marilyn Miller.’ 





Geraghty’s Review Spot 


Hollywood, June 30. 
Tom J, Geraghty, veteran film 
writer, has been appointed third 
member of the Los Angeles Board 
of Review in the Office of Censor- 
— for the export and import of 
ms, 


Geraghty joins the board next 








. Ben Blotcky, Paramount district and 


DUVIVIER INSISTS ON 


Extras ‘Rubbered’ Out 


Hollywood, June 30. 

Hundreds of film extras are 
passing up calls to studios in the 
outlying districts because of rub- 
ber rationing. 

Most of the atmosphere play- 
ers drive cars of ancient vintage 
equipped with elderly tires 
which they hesitate to risk on 
long treks. Many of the lots are 
situated far from bus or trolley 
lines. 





PROMISE OF 
RELIEF 


Minneapolis, June 30. 
It now develops that, after all, E. 
L. Peaslee and Harold Field, North- 
west Allied president and Minneap- 
olis governor, respectively, during 
their recent New York confabs with 
home-office executives, received as- 
surances that ‘relief’ would be forth- 
coming for ‘needy’ and ‘suffering’ 
Northwest independent exhibitors. 
Moreover, the ‘relief’ already is be- 
ing given in a number of instances, 
according to Fred Strom, Northwest 
Allied executive secretary. ‘This 
relief has been afforded by reallo- 
cation of pictures and rental adjust- 
ments for exhibitors who have been 
hardest hit by population shifts and 
other adverse conditions,’ says Strom, 

The sole purpose of the Peaslee- 
Field trip in the organization’s be- 
half was the quest for this ‘relief,’ 
Strom explains. The matter of a 
‘deal,’ whereby Northwest Allied 
would agree not to initiate an ap- 
peal to a higher court from the Min- 
nesota anti-consent decree law in- 
validity decision, in return for the 
distributors’ promise to sell flat in 
Minnesota next season, was not 
broached at any time, he insists. Al- 
though grapevine gossip was to the 
effect that the boys tried unsuccess- 
fully to make such a deal, and al- 
though such gossip was given cir- 
culation after Northwest Allied’s re- 
fusal up to this time to issue any 
statement regarding the Peaslee- 
Field trip, the organization never 
had any such thing in mind, accord- 
ing to Strom. 

Reporting to the body’s executive 
committee and directors, Peaslee and 
Field said they felt that their con- 
ferences with distributor executives 
in New York resulted in ‘highly sat- 
isfactory interviews.’ 

Following the New York confabs, 
Peaslee and Field, since returning 
to Minneapolis, have held further 
conferences with Allan Usher and 





branch manager, respectively, on 
Paramount - independent exhibitor 
problems. Also, Strom met with 
Manny Gottleib and Le Roy J. Mil- 
ler, Universal district and branch 
manager, respectively, on problems 
involving their company and inde- 
pendent exhibitors. 


INDIES ADMIT 


Runyon Shifts to 20th 


Hollywood, June 30. 

Damon Runyon is_ deserting 
Broadway for a still longer period 
to produce at 20th-Fox under a term 
contract. 

Currently winding up his produc- 
tion job on ‘The Big Street,’ at RKO, 
Runyon will leave for a short busi- 
ness trip to New York and Wash- 
ington before settling down to his 
new chore. His first 20th-Fox pic- 
ture, to be written by himself, will 
have a military service background. 


Judge Defends Keough on 
Browne-Bioff ‘Extortion’, 
Nix Par Stockholder Suit 


Consolidated case of the minority 
stockholders against Paramount of- 
ficers and directors was dismissed 
Friday (26) by New York supreme 
court Justice Carroll Walter after a 
five-day trial that started June 17. 
Owning 212 shares of Paramount 
common, the stockholders had sought 
retribution to corporation funds of a 
total of $100,000 paid to former 
IATSE heads Willie Bioff and 
George E. Browne during 1936 and 
1938. The stockholders were repre- 
sented by former supreme court jus- 
tice Alfred J. Talley. 

Justice Walter, in a lengthy opinion 
read from the bench, interpreted the 
payments as extortions. He said, 
‘Upon consideration of all the facts, 
I have no difficulty or hesitancy in 
finding and deciding that Paramount 
or, more specifically, Keough (Aus- 
tin C. Keough, Par counsel and vice- 
president) was not the giver of a 
bribe, but a submitter to extortion.’ 

The trial had centered around 
Keough, who had originally made 
the payments. Succession of wit- 
nesses endorsing Keough in his ac- 
tions were past and present Para- 
mount officials including Adolph 
Zukor, Stanton Griffis, John Edward 
Otterson, George J. Schaefer, Bar- 
ney Balaban, Fred Mohrhardt, Neil 
Agnew, John W. Hicks, Jr., and Nor- 
man Coljyer. Each had acknowl- 
edged ignorance of the payments un- 
til after the public indictments of 
Browne and Bioff. 

In his references to Keough, Jus- 
tice Walter said, ‘He acted upon the 
belief, honestly and in good faith, 
that in making the payments he was 
promoting the interests of the cor- 
poration he was serving, thereby 
saving it from financial losses far 
in excess of $100,000 and perhaps 
from actual bankruptcy.’ 

Plaintiffs, according to Talley, will 
appeal the case. 


BERLE GETS TOP ROLE 
IN ‘OVER MY DEAD BODY’ 


Hollywood, June 30. 
20th-Fox picked Milton Berle for 
the top role in the comic mystery 
feature, ‘Over My Dead Body.’ 
Berle, currently on an _ eastern 

















Raw Film Stock, 





Ams May Have Film Cut 


Hollywood, June 30. 

Government may order raw 
film stock manufacturers to cut 
sales to amateur photographers 
75%, according to a report made 
today (Tuesday) by Ray Klune, 
following his return from Wash- 
ington, where he represented the 
industry’s Film Conservation 
Committee in huddles with the 
War Production Board. If placed 
into effect, this regulation would 
help relieve producer-distributor 
problems to some extent. 

Whether the Government pro- 
posal had actually been put into 
the form of an order, Klune 
couldn’t say. He added, ‘It was . 
discussed by others in our pres- 
ence.’ 

Klune attended the producer- 
labor meeting tonight (Tuesday) 
to report on various phases of 
the film situation. ‘X-ray films 
alone,’ he said, ‘require prodigi- 
ous amounts of celluloid since 
they are used in many research 
fields and war industry develop- 
ments as well as hospitals.’ 


SDG WANTS D. C. 
REP TO FRONT 
FOR THEM 














Washington, June 30. 

Mark Sandrich, Paramount di- 
rector, here on a Red Cross picture, 
is also searching for a Washington 
representative for the Screen Di- 
rectors Guild. Post to be created is 
not press agent assignment, but re- 
served for one qualified to present 
the directors’ point of view to Gov- 
ernment departments and, occasion- 
ally, to Congress. 

Directors have not liked the way 
their end of the business has been 
considered ‘incidental’ in Govern- 
ment relations. While producers 
and exhibitors are well represented 
here, disposition has been to re- 
gard directors as ‘just another em- 
ployee.’ In the war effort, directors 
have played the most important part 
of any section of the industry. 
Guild feels they are of such stature 
and dignity they should have their 
own representative. Sandrich hopes 
to find a man who ‘k&Bows his way 





stage tour, checks into the West- 
wood lot late in August. 


round’ and can specialize on direc- 
tor problems, 
1 





Census Laggards Warned; 8,000 Casual 
Film Workers May Be Denied Work 








~ PROMINENT BILLING 


Hollywood, June 30. 


Twentieth-Fox executives are ob- 
jecting to it but the Screen Direct- 
ors Guild is requiring the studio to 


insert a title line, ‘A Julian Duvivier 
Film’ on the main sheet of ‘Tales of 
Manhattan’ at least one-half the size 
of the main title. When the Duvi- 
vier credit appeared on the picture 
approximately 25% the size of the 
main title, the director complained 
to the company and later took the 
beef to the SDG. 

The Guild tops told the studio that 
Duvivier’s contract called for credit 
50%. the size of the main title, and 
when executives complained that 
this would be outside pictorially, 
SDG took the stand that the con- 
tracts were made to be kept per 
Producer-SDG basic agreement. 

The studio finally consented to the 
half-size credit, although the picture 
is not yet released. In any event, 
unless Duvivier agrees to change his 


tract be lived up to. 





Monday. 


Hollywood, June 30. 

Casual workers in the film indus- 
try are so slow in registering for the 
icitizenship census that 8,000 of them 
may be barred from the studios un- 

less “they apply for identification 
lcards by July 8, the official dead- 
lline. To date only one-third of the 
| 12,000 of the casuals have checked 
in with birth certificates or naturali- 
zation papers. 

Warning was broadcast by the 
producers, ia cooperation with vari- 
ous Guilds and unions, that failure 
of an individual to establish citizen 
status may result in the denial o 
work in the studios. . 

All regular workers are being reg- 
istered, photographed and _ finger- 
printed at the studios where they 
are employed. The warning covers 
only those who may work only oc- 
casionally on calls. Idea is that no- 
body can get past the studio gate- 
man, even for a day’s work, unless 
he is properly identified. 

Committee, consisting of attorney 


| 
| 





George E. Bodle, Frank Carothers, 


stand, the SDG will insist his > ee W. Cohen, John Dales, Jr. 


and A. J. Moran, sent the following 


telegram to all Guild and 
chiefs in Hollywood: 

‘The Central Identification Bu- 
reau is now starting on the third| 
round of alphabet groupings in de- 
termining the citizenship status of | 
extras and other non-regular em-| 
ployees of motion picture indus- 
iry. The response is very poor, for | 
only approximately one-third of 
these employees have _ presented 
themselves with their questionnaires 
at the Central Identification Bureau 
to have their citizenship status de- 
termined. 

‘Obviously, this Central Bureau 
cannot be kept open indefinitely; 
and inasmuch as the studios are 
making many films for the Army 
and Navy and other Governmental 
agencies, we definitely face the pos- 
sibility that the Government may at 
any time issue orders directing that 
the citizenship status of all motion 
picture employees be determined as 
a condition of their employment in 
any studio. 

Hence, any employees who do not 
register at the Central Identification 
Bureau may be denied employment 
by any studio by reason of their own 


union | 





negligence.’ 








Industry Proposals to Conserve 


Other Materials, 


Fail to Satisty WPB: More Huddles 


Despite the favorable impression 
made upon War Production Board 
officials by the Hollywood studio 
conservation program, as presented 
during huddles attended by industry 
heads in Washington last week, the 
Government is not satisfied with the 
overall raw film, and other material, 
curtailment program so far placed 
in effect or proposed. The film in- 
dustry remains on the defensive, 
with some distributors expressing 
fears that, unless more drastic vol- 
untary curbs are effected, an en- 
forced rationing of materials by 
Government decree must come 
sooner or later. 


As a result, the producer-distrib- 
utor conservation group, which has 
been holding sessions in New York 
over a period of several weeks, in- 
cluding industry execs, such as Bare 
ney Balaban, Joe Hazen, Tom Con- 
nors, Nick Schenck, Grad Sears and 
sales heads of various majors, are 
scheduled to meet again today 
(Wednesday) to redraft previous 
conservation plans. Efforts will con- 
tinue to curtail use of materials on a 
voluntary basis until Government 
wishes in this direction are realized. 
WPB officials last week inaugurated 
a system of monthly conferences 
with industry conservation reps, 
with monthly reports on savings to 
be made at these sessions. 

Elimination of all rehearsals with 
film, use of single takes for rushes, 
use of stills instead of films for 
wardrobe and similar tests, limita- 
tion of script revisions on sets, elim- 
ination of the reprinting of ap- 
proved takes and use of single takes 
for rushes, have all resulted in a 
considerable saving, but the cuts 
will have to be far more drastic, 
according to informed _ industry 
opinion, if the original WPB intima- 
tion of a 50% cut in film is to be 
met to an appreciable extent. 


Print Ceiling 


Objective of saving hundreds of 
millions of feet of film annually, 
which must be attained if a WPB 
crackdown is to be averted, can be 
reached only if studio cutting is 
combined with a ceiling on prints 
used in distribution. 

Major distributors, however, have 
been unable to set up a formula 
leading to any large scale reduction 
in use of film via print ceilings, and 
further meetings to consider this 
problem are to be held. 

Suggestion voiced in Washington 
last week by Hollywood engineers 
for slowing down projection from 90 
to around 67 feet of film per minute, 
thereby saving an estimated 500,000,- 
000 feet of celluloid annually, is 
being explored as a means of over- 
coming possible film shortages. This 
would call for a change in sprockets 
of projectors both at the studios and 
in theatres throughout the country, 
resulting in a new type of film. 
Problem in this event would be in 
using film already produced, with 
necessary steps to be taken so that 
the radical change in projection 
would not disorganize current thea- 
tre operation and studio production, 
Use of new film and revamped pro- 
jectors would thus have to be intro- 
duced gradually, as was the case 
when sound came in during the late 
com 


av 5. 


RKO’S NATIONAL SALES 


CONV. JULY 27-29 IN N.Y. 


RKO will hold a national sales 
convention in New York July 27-29, 
at which time it is expected an ab- 
breviated program for the 1942-43 
season will be announced. Company 
may cut the coming year’s output to 
30 pictures or thereabouts, it is said. 

RKO is bringing in all district 
managers, branch managers, home- 
office traveling representatives and 
salesmen. Sessions will take place at 
the Waldorf-Astoria, with Ned E. 
Depinet, president of RKO Radio 
Pictures, presiding. 

Only one other company so far 
this season has held a national con- 
vention, Universal. 


NORA BAYES FILM BI0G 


Hollywood, June 30. 
Ann Sheridan has been assigned 
to the top role in ‘Shine On, Har- 
vest Moon,’ Nora Bayes’ life story, 
at Warners. 
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8 FILM REVIEWS 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, July 1, 1942 





The Magnificent 


Ambersons 

RKO release of Mercury Theatre Produc- 
tion by Orson Welles Features Joseph 
Cotten, Dolores Costello, Anne Baxter, Tim 
Holt, Agnes Moorehead, Ray Collins, Ers- 
kine Sanford and Richard Bennett. Direc- 
tion and sereenplay by Orson Welles; from 
Booth Tarkington's novel of same title; 
camera, Stanley Cortez; editor, Robert 
Wise; special effects, Vernon L. Walker. 


Tradeshown in N. Y., June 25, '42. Run- 


ming time, 88 MINS. 

DIOS. 2 boc ciccdcrevsrecssoned Joseph Cotten 
Teabel ..cccccccccccccceces Dolores Costello 
LUCY .cccccccccesscccscccsessed Anne Baxter 
George ... ee, 
Anges Moorehead 





PARRY o-ccoccococscsesovecl . 

SOG cack ccvovesesesenesoss sees Rav Collings 
Bromgon ....--scccccrvesces: Erskine Sanford 
Major Amberson....-se«++: Richard Bennett 
Wilbur Mimafer ........-+++ Don Dillaway 





Orson Welles gives the film in- 
dustry a second lesson in his new 
celluloid technic—but this time the 
boxoffice story is going to be far 
different than was the reaction to 
‘Citizen Kane.’ In ‘The Magnificent 
Ambersons,’ without stars and with 
much gloom, Welles has a picture 
that’s distinctly not attuned to the 
times and probably will be just as 
dismal at the b.o, as the story is on 
the screen. 

Although within 88 minutes, this 
emotional downbeat appears to be 
endless. On top of the slow and 
constant jerking on the audience’s 
feeling for hatred, the focal point 
of that emotion is so inconsequential 
as to be ludicrous. With a world 
in flame, nations shattered, popula- 
tions in rags, with massacres and 
bombings, Welles devotes 9,000 feet 
of film to a spoiled brat who grows 
up as a spoiled, spiteful young man. 
It’s something of a ‘Little Foxes,’ but 
without the same dynamic power of 
story, acting and social preachment. 
Also unlike ‘Foxes,’ this film hasn’t 
a single moment of contrast; it piles 
on and on a tale of woe, but with- 
out once striking at least a true 
chord of sentimentality. 


Like ‘Kane,’ although this time via 
photographer Stanley Cortez instead 
of Gregg Toland, Welles utilizes an 
original method of unfolding his 
story. Though not in the visual cast 
this time, Welles serves as the off- 
stage commentator in introducing 
the characters and the plot. 


The central character is Tim Holt, 
son of Jack Holt, who is portrayed 
first as the spoiled, curley-haired 
darling of the town’s richest family, 
and then for the major portion as 
a conceited, power-conscious, insuf- 
ferable youth. It’s brought out that 
his mother, Dolores Costello, had 
originally been in love with Joseph 
Cotten, but instead married the 
more social Don Dillaway. Cotten, 
an auto inventor, returns to the 
town a widower with an attractive 
daughter, Anne Baxter, who attracts 
young Holt. When the latter’s 
father dies and Cotten again attempts 
to cotton up to the brat’s mother, 
Holt steps between them. He breaks 
off with Miss Baxter when she in- 
sists that he choose a career other 
than that of an idle gentleman, and 
then he and his mother go on a trip. 
Meanwhile, Cotten’s auto factory 
prospers while the Ambersons’ 
wealth melts away. Miss Costello 
suffers a heart attack in Paris and 
is brought home dying, but her son 
denies her last wish of again seeing 
Cotten. Then the autocratic grand- 
pa Amberson, played by Richard 
Bennett, dies virtually impoverished 
and Holt finds himself on his up- 

ers. It’s inferred at the finish, 
ln that Cotten accepts him as 
a son-in-law. 

Thus is the woe piled up, but in 
Welles’ artistic fashion of keeping 
characters on the move, photography 
focussed so that it appears third- 
dimensional with sets almost con- 
stantly in the dark. 

Welles comes up with a few more 
tricks in the direction of the dialog. 
He plays heavily on the dramatic 
impact of a whisper, and on the 
threatened or actual hysterics of a 
frustrated woman as played by 
Agnes Moorehead, an excellent ac« 
tress here portraying Holt’s maiden 
aunt and long secretly in love with 


Cotten. However, she’s hysterical 
too often for the film’s good. In- 
troducing a story point via the 
mouths of bystanders is another trick | 


Welles utilizes here. 

Of the original Mercury Theatre 
group in ‘Kane,’ only Cotten, Miss 
Moorehead, Ray Collins, playing an 
uncle of Holt, and Erskine Sanford, 
who is the bystander always hoping 
young Holt will get his final due, 
are included in ‘Ambersons.’ They 
give fine performances. Welles’ 
screenplay is far from gocd, being 
slow-moving and completely action- 
less. The dialog at times sounds 
childish. 

With the exception of Miss Moore- 
head, Welles evidently strove for the 
non-theatrical in performances. 
Hence Cotten works like a man on 
the street; ditto Miss Costello, Ray 
Collins, who is one of the few in the 
cast who smile, and Richard Bennett. 
The latter evidences none of the 
scenery-chewing for which he was 
once known. Miss Baxter, a cute, 
personable and fine little actress, is 
another on the more cheerful side. 
Don Dillaway isn’t seen much, but 
furnishes one of the picture’s two 
deaths, the other being that of Miss 
Costello. She’s still very attractive 
and does as good an acting job as 
possible in a stilted role. 

Cameraman Cortez, evidently fol- 
lowing Welles’ orders, filmed the 
Picture yirtually entirely in dark 


and shade. It’s sombre and unat- 
tractive. 

At the finale, Welles’ offstage 
voice re-introduces the players, a 
closeup of each flashing on the 
screen, and then speaks the credits 
for cameraman, etc., finally winding 
up with a personal bow for his own 
triple-threat job of scenarist, pro- 
duction and direction. He actually 
has very little to be proud of, nor 
has Booth Tarkington, who wrote the 
best-selling novel on which this film 
is based. Scho. 


UNITED WE STAND 


Twentieth-Fox release of Edmund Reek 
production. Script by Prosper Buranelli; 
editor, Earl Allvine; music, Louis de Fran- 
cesco;: technical effects, Russell Shields, 
Herman Blumenfeld, Frank Coffman, Wal- 
ter Hicks, William Jordan, Ernest Wiking. 
Tradeshown in N. Y., June 24, ‘42. Run- 
ning time, 70 MINS. 





Well contrived documentary is 
particularly timely and looms as a 
likely moneymaker for 20th-Fox 
‘United We Stand’ is a story of how 
free nations dropped into life and 
death peril because they were split 
politically by internal dissension, or 
by overconfidence in the continu- 
ance of peace. Solid exploitation 
and bally now being placed behind 
the picture. What seems to be a 
comparatively low production nut is 
a factor in the pic’s chances to wind 
up in the black. 

Film seldom fails to hold interest. 
However, it is overboard on length 
and some sequences could have been 
trimmed and others lifted bodily. 
Several of these do not further the 
main thesis about division in demo- 
cratic countries making them ripe 
for Nazi conquests. Others merely 
slow up the yarn. : 
Otherwise, it is a masterly job of 
reciting historical events from 1919 
up until America’s entrance into 
World War II. Understood that it 
required six months to cull the ma- 
terial from Movietone News library. 
Picture traces the disunity in vari- 
ous countries after Versailles, point- 
ing up the rise of Hitler to power 
and his scheme for undercover re- 
arming of the German nation. Then 
it recites the bloodless conquests of 
Hitler in Austria and Czecho- 
Slovakia, the Polish Corridor crisis 
and final entrance of England and 
France into war with Germany. In 
between are dovetailed the rising 


war spirit via the revolution in 
Spain, Japan’s invasion of China, 
etc. 


The invasion of Denmark and Nor- 
way, followed by the blitz through 
the lowland countries, northern 
France, Dunkirk, Greece and Jugo- 
slavia are detailed. How the Japs 
started out in much the same way 
with the invasion of French Indo- 
China on down to the sneak attack 
on Pearl Harbor are deftly presented 
along with the President asking Con- 
gress for a war declaration on Japan 
and his plea for unity in the battle 
to defeat aggression as a climax. In 
most instances, the trend of events 
is expressed via world personalities 
in the various phases from 1919 to 
the present time. 

Lowell Thomas has done a crisply 
spoken narrative, while Earl All- 
vine’s editing for the most part is 
topflight. Script by Prosper Bura- 
nelli, always intelligent and factual, 
puts across the idea of how the 
‘divide and conquer’ idea was work- 
ed over and over again by the Nazis, 
even though in some instances there 
was little need for fifth column work. 
Some may criticize the failure to use 
the bombastic narrative style in put- 
ting across the ‘united we stand’ 
idea. But actually, the pointed, 
dignified style employed by Thomas 
and scripter Buranelli gains force. 

Wear. 


LADY IN A JAM 


Hollywood, June ‘26. 








Universal release of Gregory LaCava pro- 
duction, directed by LaCava Stars Irene 
Dunne; features Patric Knowles, Ralph 
Bellamy, Eugene Pallette, Queenie Vassar. 
Screenplay by Eugene Thackrey Frank 
Cockrell nd Otho Lovering; mera Hal 

| Mohr; editor, Russell Schoengarth: asst. di- 
} rector, Joseph A, McDonough Previewed 
} in projection room, June 25, 42. Running 
time, 81 MINS, 
RR See ..Irene Dunne 
SE eer Patric Knowles 
a REET --Ralph Bellamy 
Ee Eugene Pallette 
Dr. Brewster......eeee+-.Samuel §S, Hinds 
CUeewe Mate. ccecoccceces -Queenie Vassar 
Strawberry ..cccccsrcceces: Jane Garland 
GEOURTHOE . oc ceseccecocess Edward MeWade 


Faro Bill «-«.++-Robert Homans 





Name of Irene Dunne in starring 
spot will have to be depended on 
mostly to carry this one through top- 
flight bookings, but pic should snare 
fairly good grosses regardless. Pic- 
ture is one of those fluffy affairs that 
in more normal times might not go 
over, but in these days, where al- 
most anything is good for a laugh, 
‘Lady in a Jam’ has enough comedy 
to achieve its elemental purpose. 

Miss Dunne is cast as a scatter- 
brain heiress who’s a sucker for nu- 
merology, and dissipates the fortune 
left by her grandfather to wind up 
witnessing a sheriff's sale of her re- 
maining assets. Patric Knowles is a 
psychiatrist assigned to straighten 
her out, getting a job as her chauf- 
feur. Girl goes out to the desert 
wastes of the west to visit grand- 
mother Queenie Vassar, with 
| Knowles naturally along for observa- 
| tion purposes. Miss Dunne is the 
recipient of grandma’s help in open- 





Miniature Reviews 


Magnificent Ambersons’ 
(RKO). Orson Welles’ latest, 
without stars, a slow, gloomy 
film destined for poor b.o. 

‘United We Stand’ (20th). 
Excellent documentary of causes 
for present Word War. 

‘Lady In a Jam’ (U). Irene 
Dunne lightweight farce that 
should carry through okay in 
regular runs. 

‘Young Mr. Pitt’ (20th-British). 
Excellent British propaganda 
but a question mark for U. S. 

‘One Thrilling Night’ (Mono). 
Bright comedy for the pro- 
grammers. 

‘Rubber Racketeers’ (Mono). 
Timely program meller based on 
tire bootlegger activities. Sup- 
port for family houses. 

‘Tower of Terror’ (Mono). 
Grade ‘B’ British-made horror 
thriller; for duals. 





‘The 











ing up an old rich vein to get some 
high-content quartz, and finally falls 
into the arms of Knowles. , 
Story is rather staccato at times, 
but there are some bright lines and 
situations that, while silly in the ex- 
treme, still are natural laugh-pro- 
ducers. 

Miss Dunne handles the lead ex- 
cellently, getting good support from 
Knowles, Ralph Bellamy, Eugene 
Pallette, Edward McWade and Sam- 
uel S. Hinds. Miss Vassar muggs all 
over the desert to provide a syn- 
thetic tinge to her desert-queen char- 
acterization, while little Jane Gar- 
land is excess baggage as an intrud- 
ing youngster: 


THE YOUNG MR. PITT 


(BRITISH-MADE) 
London, June 16. 


Twentieth-Fox release of Edward Black- 
Maurice Ostrer production. Stars Robert 


Donat; features Robert Morley, Phyllis 
Calvert, John Mills. Directed by Carol 
Reed. Produced by Edward Black, 


Maurice Ostrer. Screenplay, Sidney Gil- 





liat, Frank Launder; story and dialog, 
Viscount Castlerosse; camera, Frederick 
Young. Running time, 118 MINS, 

Ear! of Chats t 

adh tgp ( ttt ereeeeeee Robert Donat 
Charles James Fox.......... Robert Morley 
Eleanor Eiden......cccucees Phyllis Calvert 
William Wilberforce............John Mills 
eo! ae «..-Raymond Lovell 
i CRTC COTTE Max Adrian 
Lord North....e. ee .....-Felix Aylmer 
Eee FRO icsunsoudews Stephen Haggard 
Tallyrand.....scecceceseess++-Albert Lieven 
Napoleon. ..-coccccccceccesss Herbert Blom 
GG. BORGTT ki ccvcesstocdiosenss Jean Cadell 





There is so much to acclaim and 
so little with which to find fault in 
this production. It has a certain 
propaganda message for England, 
but it remains to be seen whether 
America will take to it from the 
Same angle. There are over 150 
speaking parts, all of them praise- 
worthily handled, and the overly 
generous 18th century period de- 
tails have seldom been better re- 
produced. It’s a costly production 
all. the way. For American audi- 
ences it may be too leisurely in its 
unfoldment, consuming about two 
hours, 

Story is based on the political ca- 
reer of William Pitt, Jr.. who was 
Prime Minister of England at 24. 
Some of the things he said in Parlia- 
ment are as timely today as they 








Current Short Releases 


(PRINTS. IN EXCHANGES) 





(Compiled by Besa Short) 

‘Keep ’Em_ Rolling’ (U, 38 
mins.}. Gratis defense subject 
with Jan Pearce’s voice fea- 
turgd. 

‘Lake Carrier’ (Adams, 9 
mins.). Another gratis defense 
story with Fredric March nar- 
rating. 

‘Gandy Goose in the Outpost’ 
(20th, 7% mins.). Terry-toon 
cartoon comedy. 

‘Hero Worship’ (Par, 10 mins.). 
Grantland Rice sports subject. 


‘India the Golden’ (20th, 9 
mins.). Magic Carpet travelogue 
with Lowell Thomas narrating. 

‘Quiz Kids No. 6 (Par, 10 
mins.). Features Joel Fleck, 
Dallas quiz kid winner, and 
Ruth Duskin. 

‘March on America’ (WB, 21 
mins.). Richard Whorf narrates 
story of great U. S.; calculated 
to inspire fighting mood. 

‘Exotic Mexico’ (M-G, 8% 
mins.). Fitzpatrick traveltalk 
on southern Mexico. 

‘The Incredible Stranger’ (M- 
G, 11 mins.). John Nesbitt 
dramatic: 

‘Cinderella Champions’ (RKO, 
8 mins.). Alsab and Requested, 
champ race horses, in back- 
stable views. 

‘Picture People No. 18’ (RKO, 
8 mins.). Hollywood stars with 
Edgar Bergen, Michelle Morgan, 








Gail Patrick, others. 


were when he tttered them. For 
example, in the debate on the war 
between England and Napolon, he 
said: 

‘We must remind ourselves that we 
are called to struggle for the destiny 
not of this country alone, but of the 
civilized world...and we shall at 
last see that wicked fabric destroyed 
which has brought with it more 
miseries, more horrors than are 
paralleled in any part of the annals 
of mankind.’ 

Robert Morley, who so frequently 
‘steals the show,’ again towers above 
the rest of the excellent cast. In 
the stellar role Robert Donat acts 
with meticulous earnestness and 
sincerity, but seemingly lacks in- 
spiration. One seems to detect the 
mechanics of fine acting—a sort of 
straining to be convincing In sharp 
contrast, John Mills, in a relatively 
minor role, is implicit without re- 
sorting to heroics. They are two 
diametrically opposed schools of act- 
ing. Raymond Lovell, as King 
George III, contributes a splendid 
characterization. 

Carol Reed’s direction is sensitive, 
the work of the producer interesting 


a high plane. 


One_ Thrilling Night 


Hollywood, June 26. 

Monogram preduction and release. Stars 
John Beal; features Wanda McKay; with 
Warren Hymer, J. Farrell McDonald, Bar- 
bara Pepper, Tom Neal, Ernie Adams, Lyn- 
ton Brent, Pierce Lyden, Gene O'Donnell, 
Jim O’Gatty, Tom Herbert and Charles 
Williams. Produced by A. W. Hackel. Di- 
rected by William Beaudine. Assistant di- 
rector, Mack V. Wright. Phtography, Mar- 
cel Le Picard. Sound recorder, Gien Glenn. 
Editor, Martin G. Cohn. Musical direction, 
Frank Sanucci. Production manager, Ben 
Gutterman. Original screenplay by Joseph 
Hoffman, Reviewed at Vista, June 26, '°42. 
Running time, 69 MINS, 





The war and gangland reaches into 
the bridal chamber to humorously 
checkmate true love, and thereby 
hangs a tale of frustrated youth, 
amusingly and speedily told in this 
obvious quickie. It has its place 
among programmers, however. 

Writer Joseph Hoffman had a glib, 
if unoriginal, idea here and stretched 
it right to the very end, combining 
many corny lines with some really 
bright nifties, most of which are got- 
ten off by John Beal, playing the too 
innocent spouse who never quite 
gets to his spousing. The dialog 
sparkles in spots, making. audience 
forget for a time the improbable 
situations. It’s equally bad in other 
spots, however, and is unconvincingly 
mouthed by supporting players. 

In New York on a 24-hour honey- 
moon from Connecticut before he is 
iuducted into the Army, Beal and 
Miss McKay are overrun with gang- 
sters who seek a cache in the room 
to which they retire. Cops and rob- 
bers are in and out of their suite- 
turned-terminal; Beal is abducted, 
returned, recaptured and finally is 
up for Army induction before ever 
getting to the feathers. And Miss 
McKay sums it up for fadeout by 
saying ‘darn those Japs.’ 

Old mistaken-identity theme is 
used but, on occasion, there is no 
mistake about the humor. It’s down- 
right funny sometimes and, paced by 
William Beaudine, there is seldom a 
flagrantly dull moment, with fight 
scene climax being particularly good. 

Beal plays his part to the hilt. As 
much cannot be said for his foil, who 
is a little wooden. ™om Neal’s hood- 
lum portrayal is similarly light- 
weight, and Warren Hymer’s dopey 
house dick is the usual awkwardly 
funny role. Actually, much of the 
film is shouldered by Beal, the in- 
and-out action and the occasional 
gems of the scripter. Walt. 


Rubber Racketeers 


Hollywood, June 24. 
Monogram release of King Bros. (Maurice 
& Franklin) production. Features Ricardo 
Cortez, Rochelle Hudson, Bill Henry. Di- 
rected by Harold Young. Original screen- 
play by Henry Blankfort; camera, L. Wil- 
liam O'Connell; editor, Jack Dennis; pro- 


duction manager, Mack V. Wright; asst. 
directors, Arthur Gardner, Herman King. 
Previewed at Filmarte, June 23, ’42. Run- 
ning time, 65 MINS, 

Gc cveccovessccevessos cu eee. Garber 
GE nbs owe eededeteucs -Rochelle Hudson 
a MDE <i ch nnaeades seedeeve we Bill Henry 
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BMGOL. «crcoseveccsctocccecess Milburn Stone 
EMEOT < 6 6060k 0600065300000 Dewey Robinson 
SEI s 04:6 000 0b 60006 8b 00es debe John Abbott 
8 Re a eee Pat Gleason 
MEDD 5.4.0 00'¥ 0900006 b0400600600 4000" Dick Rich 
Blo s o0os 6066 00néesbe660s cea Alan Hale, Jr. 
WEE BOD. £400 600603%00602 Sam Edwards 
Wi déx¥ sa abastbueieesenhesee -Kam Tong 
) s PEETETIELL LTT TTT eee Dick Hogan 
EAD. corvoseseve YTTTTTTTT Marjorie Manners 
WORE s 660 8666 eden di 400 0d bds608 Alex Callam 





Current activities of tire bootleg- 
gers provides a topical basis for this 
meller of gangdom, with defense 
plant workers in the roles of heroes. 
Following familiar melodramatic 
trails, picture is neatly set up to ac- 
cent the adventurous angles, and will 
provide good dual support in the 
secondary and family bookings. 

Bill Henry is cast as the defense 
factory worker who lines up a gang 
of fellow employees to dig up the 
rubber racketeers after a pal has 
been killed through blowout of a bad 
tire sold him. Ricardo Cortez is the 
former big shot bootlegger who dips 
into the rubber racket on a grand 
scale after release from prison for an 
income tax rap. Climax moves in 
the defense workers for rousing bat- 
tle in gang headquarters, with even- 





tual roundup by the cops. 
Picture carries a strong warning to 


throughout, and the photography on | 
Jolo, 


the public to steer clear of sup. 
posedly good tires that might be un. 
loaded by unscrupulous dealers who 
might easily recap bad carcasses 
with a moderate amount of rubber 
—with danger of blowout concealed 
Ricardo Cortez, Bill Henry and 
Rochelle Hudson carry the leads 
along in good style, with Harold 
Young’s direction maintaining a 
speedy pace throughout. Production 
mounting is above par for the mod- 
erate budget outlay. Walt. 


TOWER OF TERROR 


Monogram release of John Argyle produc. 
tion. Features Wilfrid Lawson, Michael 
Rennie and Movita. Directed by Lawrence 
Huntington. Story by John Reinhardt. at 
Central, N. Y., week June 27, '42. Run- 
ning time, 61 MINS. 


Me vlaten cc cd escccccccoseces Wilfrid Lawson 
Marie , Durand.....seeseceeesseeecees Movita 
Anthony Hale........++....Michael Rennie 
TEISUORs ca ccsncecce esenoocs Morland Graham 
The Commander........+.+.. John Longden 
Jurgens......-see0e «.--George Woodbridge 
Capt. Borkmann.......+..-- Richard George 
Fletcher........+ Ceccececes Edward Sinclair 
AIDETS. ..ccccsccvececcecsssees Charles Rolfe 


Riemers..c.scscsseseesess+++-Eric Clavering 
Peters. .ccccccccccsccscsesed. Victor Weske 





When the British make a horror 
picture, it usually is either gosh- 
awful or excellent. This is the for- 
mer. “Tower of Terror’ is a minor 
‘B’ suited only for secondary spots 
on lesser dual bills. Has the added 
handicap of having no players known 
extensively in this country. 

Tale of a demented lighthouse 
keeper on an isolated German isle 
brings in dark-haired Movita, an es- 
caped prisoner from a concentration 
camp; Michael Rennie, a _ British 
agent, and a typical German naval 
commander, John Longden. Keeper 
has been half-crazy since he killed 
his wife 16 years before. Movita is 
fished out of the water by Wilfrid 
Lawson, the keeper. He thinks she 
is a dead image of his buried wife 
and dresses her up in his wife’s 
clothes. 

Plot is on verge of getting naughty 
when Rennie arrives. He is only 
waiting a chance to smuggle fortifi- 
cation plans to London. Consequently, 
the jealousy of the keeper compli- 
cates matters, and there’s a free-for- 
all between the madman and Rennie, 
Ultimately, Lawson digs up his 
wife’s grave and falls into it. 

Acting varies from fair to terribly 
bad. Direction is about the same. 
Lawson as the lighthouse keeper is 
outstanding. Picture has so many 
implaussibilities that they bring 
laughs at the wrong time. Wear. 











DeSylva 


me ontinued from page 2 





noble to give up even your life for 
your country if n2ed be,’ must form 
a substantial part of wartime pro- 
duction. And he therefore plans to 
split his production slate as evenly 
as possible irto three broad cate- 
gories—eight filmusicals. eight  nic- 
tures unrelated to any phase of the 
war, and eight topical pictures com- 
pletely tied in with the war back- 
ground. 


Example of Coventry 


Nonetheless, he contends that the 
greatest gifts of all which film pro- 
ducers can at the moment be- 
stow upon harassed humanity are 
comedy and music. Always inclined 
to make filmus.cals the backbone of 
his production slate, DeSylva points 
to an incident which occurred dur- 
ing an air raid on much-bombed 
Co~entry as further substantiation of 
his ideas. Following one of the 
raids a pictur house in Coventry 
put ‘Caught in the Draft’ on the 
screen and so many people came in 
to see it that it was kept running 
continuously on a 24-hour grind for 
days. ‘If people in moments of their 
greatest stress could find relief and 
forgetfulness and possibly a bit of 
happiness in a picture of that type, 
no stronger ar;:ument for their con- 
tinued production can be presented.’ 


DeSylva does not subscribe to the 
theory held in some quarters that 
picture-making is a rather futile 
affair at a time when men are losing 
their lives on “e battlefield as well 
as in the vulnerable cities 0: 
England. He holds that by the very 
nature of the effect upon the im- 
portant civilian home production 
front, pictures are of inestimable 
though intangible value in time of 
war; that people are entitled to di- 
version, in the proper sense of the 
word. 

DeSylva said that the grave talent 
shortage confronting the industry 
could not be minimized. But he be- 
lieved that this was a problem that 
Hollywood would solve. 

Following i:uddles with Barney 
Balaban, Irving Berlin and Mark 
Sandrich on the filming of ‘This Is 
the Army, deal with Berlin for the 
rights having nears. the inking 
stage, DeSylva shoved off for Holly- 
wood Friday (25). Sandrich stays 
east for a time, being scheduled to 
consult Army authorities on their 
further cooperation in filming the 





musical. He’s also concentrating on 
a Red Cross theme. 
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agle Squadron’ Tops Strong War 
Pix in Chi, Sock $23,000; ‘Mister V’ 


Strong 146, Ships 


8166, ‘Reap’ in 6th 








vv 


Chicago, June 30. 

War pictures are doing the bulk 
of trade this week. There has never 
been such a large number of war 
flickers showing in the ‘~ at one 
time and nearly all of them are 
proving b.0. magnets. 

Best of the lineup of war films is 
‘Eagle Squadron,’ at the Palace as 
top item of a double feature, fol- 
lowing a long ad campaign. Smash- 
ing through to an excellent $23,000 
or better, and looks set for a long 

n. ; 
*™gecond in this oe ag is ‘Mister 
V, heading a double bill in the 
Roosevelt. Despite the subway bar- 
ricades all around the theatre now, 
crowds are going for it to the tune 


s 4 p HF is ‘Ships With 
Wings, ‘le bill in the 
Woods nig 500, although 
prough. .. hit. when ‘Butch 


inds the Baby’ was yanked. 
MM Favorite Blonde’ holds for a 
second big week in the Chicago, get- 
ting a wham $38,000 aided by Cab 
Calloway band on stage, in first 
eek. 
7 Estimates for This Week 
Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75) 
—Rio Rita’ (M-G). Makes the 
third week in the loop for this film, 
all right $5,500. Last week, ‘Juke 
Girl’ (WB) and ‘Dudes Pretty 
People’ (UA), managed $4,900. 
Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75)— 
‘Favorite Blonde’ (Par) and Cab 
Calloway orchestra on stage. Second 
week for the film which is doing 
great trade, currently a nice $38,000. 
Last week, with lane” Ennis or- 
hestra, bright 800. 
i Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65-75) 
—‘Scorched Earth’ (Indie) and ‘Sub- 
marine Raider’ (Col). Plenty of 
Chinese corpse pictures out front, 
getting ’em off the streets. _ Doing 
neat $8,500. Last week ‘This Our 
Life’ (WB) and ‘True to Army 
(Par), finished two weeks to good 
$4,200. d 

Oriental (Iroquois) (3,200; 28-33- 
44-55) — ‘Moonlight Masquerade 
(Rep) and Willie Shore and Ada 
Leonard orchestra heading vaude 


bill. Solid $18,000.. Last week, 
‘Scattergood Rides’ (RKO) and 
Henry Armetta heading vaude 


show, fair enough at $16,100. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 33-44-66-75) 
—‘Eagle Squadron’ (U) and ‘In the 
Groove’ (RKO). Top flicker is the 
coin-getter. On the heels of smash 
ad campaign is reaching for a 
brilliant $23,000 or better. Last 
week, ‘Wife Takes Flyer’ (Col) and 
‘Meet Stuarts’ (Col), blah $9,100. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65- 
75)—‘Mister V’ (UA) and ‘Sunday 
Punch’ (M-G). War film represents 
smart money and drawing ‘em. Best 
trade here in long time, sock $14,000. 
Last week, ‘Twin Beds’ (UA) and 
‘Gentleman After Dark’ (UA) 
finished two okay sessions at neat 
$8,100. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 35-55- 
65-75) —‘Reap Wild Wind’ (Par) (6th 
wk). Going right along, with 
planned finish stalled due to con- 
tinued fine trade. Excellent $12,000 
currently following equally fine 
$12,200 last week. 

United Artists (B&K-M-G) (1,700; 
35-55-65-75)—‘Tortilla’ (M-G). Got 
away on Saturday (27) and looks 
for good stay. At least $13,000 on 
initial session. Last week, ‘Rio Rita 
(M-G) finished fortnight to smart 
$10,500. 

Woeds (Essaness) (1,200; 35-55-65- 
75)—‘Ships With Wings’ (UA) and 
‘Sweetheart of Fleet’ War 
flicker is doing well, fine $8,500. 
Last week, ‘Butch Minds Baby’ (U) 
and ‘Escape Hong Kong’ (U), woeful 
$2,200 in five days. 





‘Ten Gentlemen’-‘Dope’ 
Trim $17,000, Tops For 
St. Loo; ‘Rita’ 156 in 2d 


St. Louis, June 30. 

In spite of almost daily rains, biz 
at the deluxers continues on the up- 
grade. Loew’s, only big house op- 
erating downtown, is enjoying its 
ninth h.o. since Jan. 1. Midtown 
Fox, with ‘Ten Gentlemen From 
West Point’ and ‘Magnificent Dope’ 
opened lustily and should lead the 
town, 

Estimates for This Week 
Loew’s (Loew) (3,172; 30-40-50)— 





‘Rio Rita’ (M-G) and ‘Blondie’s 
pete a (Col) (2d wk). Should add 
oO 


$15,000 to the sock $23,000 
grabbed off first session. ” 

Fox (F&M) (5,000; 30-40-50) —"Ten 
Gentiemen From West Point’ (20th) 
and “Magnificent Dope’ (20th). Swell 
getaway points to $17,000, to lead 
the town. Last week, ‘Favorite 
Blonde’ (Par) and ‘Henry, Dizzy’ 
(Par) (2d wk), solid $15,000. 

Missouri (F&M) (3,570; 30-40-50) 
—‘Favorite Blonde’ (Par) and ‘Gun 


For Hire’ (Par). Should grab trim 
$7,000. Last week, ‘Gun For Hire’ 
(Par) and “True to Army’ (Par), 
sprang a big surprise, sock $12,000. 
St. Louis (F&M) (4,000; 30-40)— 
‘Gal Sal’ (20th) and ‘Broadway’ (U). 
Good enough for $4,000, neat. Last 
week, “Bashful Bachelor’ (RKO) and 
‘Powder Town’ (RKO), fell off a 
bit, fair $3,000. 


‘BLONDE’ - VAUDE 
BOFF $22,000 
IN WASH. 


Washington, June 30. 


The Bob Hope-Madeleine Carroll 
team in ‘My Favorite Blonde,’ at the 
Earle, are in high favor and will 
lead the b.o. procession this week. 
Critics saluted ‘This Gun For Hire’ 
and Alan Ladd, with prospects that 
Capitol, aided by strong stage show, 
will build. 

Downtown theatres jiook for a 
bumper holiday week, with most 
Government departments ordering 
workers to do their regular daily 
chore on July 4 and no public cele- 
brations listed. 

Estimates for This Week 

Capito! (Loew) (3,434; 28-39-44-66) 
—Gun For Hire’ (Paramount) with 
vaude headed by Jay C. Flippen and 
Jane Pickens. Off to slow start, but 
may build to fair $19,000. Last week, 
‘Cardboard Lover’ (M-G) with 
Sheila Barrett on stage, swell $22,000. 

Columbia (Loew) (1,234; 28-44)-— 
‘My Gal Sal’ (20th). Will get fine 
$6,500. Last week, second of ‘Ship 
Ahoy’ (M-G), satisfactory $5,000. 

Earle (WB) (2,216; 28-39-44-66)— 
‘Favorite Blonde’ (Per) with vaude 
headed by Buster West-Lucille Page. 
Headed for scorching $22,000. Last 
week, ‘Wife Takes Flyer’ (Col) with 
Ina Ray Hutton band, tiptop $21,000. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 40-50-65)— 
‘Favorite Spy’ (RKO). Fair $8,500. 
Last week, second for ‘Gold Rush’ 
(UA), yanked after six days and 
weak $6,000. 

Metropstitan (WB) (1,600; 28-44)— 
‘This Our Life’ (WB). Pointing to 
smash $8,500. Last week, ‘Juke Girl’ 
(WB), sparkling $8,000. 

Palace (Loew) (2,242; 28-55)—‘Tor- 
tilla Flat’ (M-G) (3d wk). Wik get 
satisfactory $10,000. Last week, fine 
$16,000, after smash opening session 
of $21,000. 


‘EAGLE’, $19,000, SOARS 
TO NEW BALTO RECORD 


Baltimore, June 30. 


Biz took slight jump upward this 
week. Big news is socko opening 
and subsequent record breaking trade 
registered by ‘Eagle Squadron,’ at 
Keith’s. Also good is ‘Ten Gentle- 
men From West Point’ at New. 


Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 17- 
28-44-55)—“Friendly Enemies’ (UA). 
Boosted a bit by one show p.a. of 
Charles Ruggles and Charles Win- 
ninger, in town on War Bond sell- 
ing drive. Might reach $10,000, n.g. 
Last week, ‘Maisie Gets Man’ (M-G), 
okay $13,300. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,240; 
17-25-28-39-44-55-66 )—‘“Sweetheart of 
Fleet’ (Col) and vaude headed by 
Billy House. Fair $13,500. Last 
week, ‘Favorite Spy’ (RKO) and 
Shep Fields orch picked up a lot, 
‘winding up with $15,500, better than 
previously estimated. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,406; 17- 
33-40-55-65)—“Eagle Squadron’ (U). 
Biggest thing in town and best 
money-getter in history of this 
house. Following potent exploita- 
tion by Milt Crandall, film is headed 
for all-time house high at $19,000. 
Last week, ‘Larceny’ (WB), just fair 
at $8,200. 

Mayfair (Hicks) (980; 20-40)—‘Re- 
markable Andrew’ (Par) (2d wk). 
Holding nicely at possible $3,000, 
after fine $4,700 on opening round. 

New (Mechanic) (1,581; 17-28-35- 
44)—‘Gentlemen West Point’ (20th). 
Maintaining excellent pace to indi- 
cated $8,000. Last week, ‘Magnificent 
Dope’ (20th), mild $5,300. 

Stanley (WB) (3,286; 17-28-40-55) 
—This Our Life’ (WB) (2d wk). 
Holding strongly to $10,000, after very 
healthy opening round to $15,800. 
Valencia (Loew’s-UA) (1,450; 17- 
28-44-55 )—‘Maisie Gets Man’ (M-G) 
(moveover). Should reach nice $4,- 
500. Last week, moveup of ‘Card- 

















board Lover’ (M-G), mild $3,300. 


First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 





Week of July 2 

Astor—‘This Above All’ (20th) 

(8th week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ May 13) 

Capitol—‘Ship Ahoy’ (M-G) 

(2d week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ April 22) 

Criterion—‘Jackass Mail’ 

(M-G). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ June 17) 

Globe—‘Eagle Squadron’ (U), 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ June 17) 

Hollywood — ‘Yankee Doodle 

Dandy’ (WB) (6th week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ June 3) 

Music MHali—‘Mrs. Miniver’ 
(M-G) (5th week). 

(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ May 13) 

Paramount—‘Beyond the Blue 
Horizon’ (Par) (2d week). 

(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ May 6) 

Rialto—‘Night in New Orleans’ 
(Par) (1). 

(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ May 6) 

Roxy—Magnificent Dope’ 
(20th). 

(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ June 3) 
Strand—‘Sergeant York’ (WB) 
3). 

(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ July 2, 1941) 
Week of July 9 

Astor—‘This Above All’ (20th) 
(9th week). 

Capitel—‘I Married An Angel’ 
(M-G). 

(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ May 20) 

Criterion—‘Calling Dr, Gilles- 
pie’ (M-G). 

(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ June 17) 

Globe—‘Eagle Squadron’ (U) 
(2d week). 

Hollywood — ‘Yankee Doodle 
Dandy’ (WB) (7th week). 

Music Hall—Mrs. Miniver’ 
(M-G) (6th week). 

Paramount—‘Beyond the Blue 
Horizon’ (Par) (3d week.) 

Strand—‘Sergeant York’ (WB) 
(2d week). 











HORROR, $10,000, 
NICE IN DETROIT 


Detroit, June 30. 

Biz, which has been consistently 
good in this major defense centre, is 
pushing up to still higher levels. 

Biggest noise on the rialto this 
week is the Fox, making its first re- 
turn to stage shows in nearly two 
years, with Benny Goodman orch 
and ‘It Happened in Flatbush.’ Also 
good is horror duo, “The Corpse Van- 
ishes’ and ‘Mad Monster,’ at the 
Palms-State, with the United Artists 
also at a healthy level with ‘Vanish- 
ing Virginian’ and ‘Kid Glove Killer.’ 

Estimates for This Week 


Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 40-55-65) 
—Wife Takes Flyer’ (Col) and ‘Fa- 
vorite Spy’ (RKO) (2d wk). Pair 
moved from Fox indicate strong $7,- 
500. Last week, ‘Gal Sal’ (20th) (4th 
wk) and ‘Drums Congo’ (U), nice 
$7,200. 

Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,000; 55-75- 
85)—‘Happened in Flatbush’ (20th) 
and Benny Goodman orch. Smash 
$38,000 coming up. Last week, ‘Wife 
Takes Flyer’ (Col) and ‘Favorite Spy’ 
(RKO), fine $19,000. 


Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 
40-55-65)—“Reap Wild Wind’ (Par) 
and ‘Hay Foot’ (UA) (2d wk). Strong 
$18,000 coming up, after surprisingly 
strong $26,000 in first week. 

Palms-State (United Detroit) (3,- 
000; 40-55-65)—“Corpse Vanishes’ 
(Mono) and ‘Mad Monster’ (PRC). 
Sound $10,000. Last week, ‘Gold 
Rush’ (UA) (2d wk) and ‘Great 
Man’s Lady’ (Par), nice $9,000. 

United Artists (United Detroit) (2,- 
000; 40-55-65)—Vanishing Virginian’ 
(M-G) and ‘Kid Glove Killer’ (M-G). 
Strong $12,000. Last week, ‘We Were 
Dancing’ (M-G) and ‘Grand Central 
Murder’ (M-G), fair $11,000. 


“Juke’-‘Suicide’ Giant 








$20,000 in Jersey City 





Jersey City, June 30. 
Business on the sturdy side this 
week, with ‘Juke Girl’ at the Stan- 
ley setting the pace and heading for 
a towering $20,000. 


Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s (Loew’s) (3,205; 30-35-55) 
—Tortilla Flat’ (M-G) and ‘Call 
Ellery Queen’ (Col). In second 
week, this pair adds up to $12,000, 
good h.o. biz. Duo turned in glow- 
ing $18,000 in opening sesh. 

Stanley (WB) (4,500; 30-35-55)— 
‘Juke Girl’ (WB) and ‘Suicide 
Squadron’ (Rep). Heading for nifty 
$20,000 and probably will be held 
over. Last week, “Take Letter’ (Par) 
and ‘Lady Gangster’ (WB), lean 
$12,000. 

State (Skouras) (2,200; 30-35-55) 
— ‘Broadway’ (U) and ‘Atlantic 
Convoy’ (Col). Looking for smart 
$14,000. Last week, ‘Moontide’ (20th) 
and ‘Sweetheart of Fleet’ (Col), 
average $12,000. 


Big Weekend Booms N.Y. Biz; Horizon’ 
And Monroe Fine $60,000, Berle Hypos 
Tortilla’ to $35,000, ‘Ahoy’ Nice $33,000 





Big mobs in the downtown New 
York area over the weekend gave 
new shows the bulk of the good 
business they are doing, while at the 
same time providing a lift for hold- 
overs beyond what would normally 
be expected. A few grosses will not 
be strong, however, due to failure 
of attractions to draw on weekdays. 
An instance of what the past 
weekend meant is the $105,000 ‘Mrs. 
Miniver’ will do on its current (4th) 
week. the same as it did on the 
third stanza. This is very much a 
rarity where a holiday doesn’t fig- 
ure on a holdover. Music Hall, 
which ‘Miniver’ is packing week- 
days as well as Saturdays-Sundays, 
on its first 25 days has played to 
558,966 persons, highest done by any 
film for a corresponding period 
since the opening of the theatre 10 
years ago. This includes ‘Philadel- 
phia Story,’ which had the benefit 
of a holiday. ‘Miniver goes into its 
fifth week tomorrow (Thursday). 

The new show at the Paramount, 
‘Beyond the Blue Horizon’ and the 
Vaughn Monroe band, is doing a 
smash business. First week, ended 
last night (Tuesday), hit $60,000 
with the aid of a sock weekend and 
a boost in the admission Saturday 
night to $1.10. Begins second lap 
today (Wednesday). 

‘Ship Ahoy,’ in its initial week at 
the Capitol, also piled ’em in on 
Saturday and Sunday (27-28), with 
prospects good for $33,000, best here 
in a long while. Holds over. 

Strand did close to $17,000 on Sat- 
urday-Sunday alone with ‘Juke Girl’ 
and Russ Morgan, plus Dennis Day, 
with result holdover should hit close 
to $35,000, as gainst a first week’s 
take of $44,000. ‘Sergeant York’ (WB) 
moves in Friday (3), the second 
time it will have played here at the 
same admission. 

‘Dandy’ continues it near-capacity 
pace at the two-a-day Hollywood, 
last week (4th) having grossed close 
to $28,000, same as prior (3d) stanza. 
On the weekend, which applies to 
the current (5th) week, $11,600 was 
hit, within a handful of seats of 
capacity. 

The, State, which struck $14,000 
on Saturday and Sunday (27-28), is 
hitting a breakneck pace for around 
$35,000 with “Tortilla Flat’ (2d run) 
and Milton Berle. This is 30 to 40% 
above the house’s recent average. 

‘Magnificent Dope’ comes into the 
Roxy tomorrow (Thursday), replac- 
ing ‘Ten Gentlemen From West 
Point,’ final (4th) week for which 
will be about $31,000, satisfactory. 
‘Point’ has been a fine money-maker 
hére. 

Another opening is Eagle Squad- 
ron,’ which preems at the Globe to- 
morrow night (Thursday) after 
close to 11 big profit-getting weeks 
with ‘Gold Rush.’ 


Estimates for This Week 
Astor (Loew’s) (1,012; 55-64-75-85- 


$1.10)—This Above All’ (20th 
(8th wk.). Commences’~ eighth 
week today (Wednesday), seventh 
through last night (Tuesday) having 
been $12,500, good. Prior (6th) 
round was $14,500, nice. Closes 


July 12, but goes into the Roxy, 
July 9. ‘Pride of Yankees’ (RKO- 
Goidwyn) opens here July 15 at 
$2.20 top, but following day prob- 
ably goes on consecutive run at 
$1.10. 

Capitol (Loew’s) (4,620; 35-55-85- 
$1.10-$1.25)—Ship Ahoy’ (M-G). 
Chances good for $33,000, nice, and 
holds over. Last week, ‘Wife 
Takes Flyer’ (Col), less than $15,000, 
poor. 

Criterion (Loew’s) (1,062; 35-44- 
55-75) —‘Jackass Mail’ (M-G) opens 
here today (Wednesday), following 
a one-week shot with ‘Private 
Buckaroo’ (U), which got close to 
$9,000, good. Preceding stanza, 
‘Mayor 44th St.’ (RKO), same. 


Globe (Brandt) (1,250; 35-55-75- 
99)—‘Gold Rush’ (UA) (1lth wk). 
A good weekend will give this one 
$6,000 or better on its final five 
days. Last week (10th) built to 
$9,800, excellent. ‘Eagle Squadron’ 
(U) opens tomorrow night (Thurs- 
day) at $1.10 top. 


Hollywood (WB) (1,225; 83-$1.10- 
$1.65-$2.20) —‘Dandy’ (WB) (5th 
wk). Past weekend at $11,600 tees 
off a strong ffth week; last stanza 
(4th) was close to $28,000, near to 
capacity and same as done the 
previous round. 

Palace (RKO) (1,700; 28-35-44-55- 
65-75)—‘This Ou. Wife’ (WB) (2d 
run) and ‘Mexican Spitfire at Sea’ 
(RKO) (ist run). Top picture 
towing latter but mildish at $8,200. 
Last week, ‘Spoilers’ (U) and ‘My 
Favorite Spy’ (RKO), both Ist run, 
$8,600. 

Paramount (Par) (3,664; 35-55-85- 
99-$1.10)—‘Beyond Blue Horizon’ 


Pulling big. first seven days 
through last night (Tuesday) being 
$60,000. Begins second week today 





(Wednesday). “Take Letter’ (Par) 
and Benny Goodman on the fourth 


(Par) and Vaughn Monroe (2d wk). 


week were extremely firm, getting 
$35,000. 
Radio City Music Hall (Rocke- 
fellers) (5,945; 44-55-85-99-$1.65 )— 
‘Mrs. Miniver’ \(M-G) and _ stage- 
show (4th wk). Possessing re- 
markable steadiness, this weel (4th) 
will be the same as last week, 
$105,000. Goes into the fifth stanza 
tomorrow (Thursday). 

Rialto (Mayer) (594; 28-44-55)— 
‘Night in New Orleans’ (Par) goes 
on the machines here this morning 
(Wednesday). ‘Dr. Broadway’ (Par) 
was only $5,000, weak. Behind that, 
‘Nazi Agent’ (M-G), on five days of 
a second week; $3,500, fair enough, 


Rivoli (UA) (2,092; 35-50-75-85) 
—‘Friendly Enemies’ (UA) (2d wk). 
Very poor at the b.o., this week (2d) 
appearing only about $7,000. Last 
week (lst) was under $10,000. House 
may close for the summer Friday 
night (3).. It usually does about this 
time each year. 


Roxy (20th) (5,886; 40-55-65-75-85- 
99)—‘Gentlemen West ‘Point’ (20th 
and stageshow (4th-final wk). 
$31,000, okay, while last week (3d) 
hit $34,000. ‘Magnificent Dope’ (20th) 
opens tomorrow (Thursday). 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 39-44-55-75- 
99-$1.10)—Tortilla Flat’ (M-G) (2d 
run) and Milton Berle. Combination 
of picture and Berle in person ap- 
pears to be a boxoffice natural; a big 
$35,000 seen, Berle and the Vi-Kings 
hold over. Last week ‘Saboteur’ 
(U) (2d run) and vaude bill includ- 
ing Jay C. Flippen, Horace Mac- 
Mahon, Bea Wain and Eleanore 
Whitney, over $26,000, strong biz. 


Strand (WB) (2,756; 35-55-75-85- 
99-$1.10)—‘Juke Girl’ (WB) and Russ 
Morgan in addition to Dennis Day 
on stage (2d-final wk). Holding up 
very well for near to $35,000, while 
initial seven days hit an excellent 
$44,000. ‘Sergeant York’ (WB) and 
the Raymond Scott band open Fri- 
day (3). 


Seattle Biz Hit by Hot 
Weather But ‘Moontide’ 
96; ‘Bride’ 636 in 2d 


Seattle, June 30. 

Heat wave has socked business all 
over town. Despite this, ‘Moontide,’ 
backed by a str.ng campaign, is 
grabbing a sturdy $9,000 in eight 
days. Major Bowes «nit plus ‘Tough 
as They Come’ at Palomar is ringing 
up a neat total, second best down- 
town. Liberty’s ‘All Kissed the 
Bride’ is doing so well on second 
session, it may hold over. 


Estimates foy This Week 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(850; 30-40-58)—‘Ship Ahoy’ (M-G) 
and ‘Fingers at Window’ (M-G) 
(4th wk). Indicated trim $3,900. 
Last week, same two, swell $4,600. 

Fifth Avenue (H-E) (2,349: 30-40- 
58)—‘Moontide’ (20th) and ‘Postman 
Didn’t Ring’ (20th). Getting geod 
exploitation and zooming to top biz 
in town, great $9,000 in eight days. 
Last week (40-50-65), ‘Above All’ 
(20th), six days of third week, good 
enough, $4,900. 

Liberty (J-vH) (1,650; 30-40-58)— 
‘All Kissed Bride’ (Col) and ‘Cadets 
Parade” (Col) (2d wk). a $6,500, 








and may hold. Last wee sa ae 
films, dandy $8,400. 

Music Box (H-E) (800; 30-40-58) 
—‘Tortilla’ (M-G) and ‘For Kc-:ps’ 
(M-G) (6th wk). Solid $3,500. Last 
week, these two, good 

Music Hall (H-E) 
58)—‘Gun for Hire’ (Par) and 
‘Pacific Rendezvous’ (M-G). Ver- 
onica Lake getting local press space 
as she was here recently on a visit, 
and invested in a home. Good 
$5,800. Last week, five days of 
second week, ‘Magnificent Dope’ 
(20th) and ‘Man Wouldn't Die’ 
(20th), fair $3,100. 

Orpheum (H-E) (2,600; 30-40-58) 
—‘Broadway’ (U) and ‘Sons «7 Sea’ 
(WB) (2d wk). Good $5,000 in six 
days. Last week, same pair, great 
$9,400. 

Palomar (Ster-ing) (1,350; 30-40- 
58)—"Tough As Come’ (U). Major 
Bowes unit on stage given top bill- 
ing. Sturdy $8,500, considering con- 
ditions. Last week, ‘Larceny, Inc.’ 
(WB) and vaude, $8,000, good 

Parameunt (H-E) (3,039; 30-40-58) 
—‘Mokey’ (M-G) and ‘10 Gentlemen 
from West Point’ (20th). Sad $5,700. 
Last week, ‘Great Man’s Lady’ (Par) 
and ‘Mayor of 44th St.’ (RKO), 
weak $6,100. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 30-42) 
—Twin Beds’ (UA) and ‘Yanks 
i (Coi) (2d run). Fair 
$2,600. Last week (30-40-58), ‘Kings 
Row’ (WB) (5th wk), $3,200. 

Winter Garden (Sterling) (800; 20- 
30) -— ‘Jungle Book’ (UA) and 
‘Sleepy Time Gal’ (Rep) (3d run). 
Oke $2,500. Last week, ‘To Be’ 
(UA) and ‘Were Dancing’ (M-G) 


$3,600. 
(2,200; 30-40- 





(3d run), nice pace at $3.100. 
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PAR’S ‘GUN’ HOT AS A PISTOL 





SHEIK T0 





SHEIK—— 











Technique in sheikin’ hasn’t changed much since Rudolph Valentino 
and Agnes Ayres clinched in ‘The Sheik’...except...(see col. 4) 





Quiz Kids Step to Head of Class; 


Promoted From Shorts to Features 


Radio’s big-brained babes, “The + 


Quiz Kids,’ will move up to feature 
pictures at the completion of their 
present series of shorts for Para- 
mount, it was announced this week | 
by company execs. Deal has been 
set. with Louis G. Cowan, who con- 
trols the group. Quizmaster Joseph 
Kelly goes up to features with his 
charges. 

Paramount’s Quiz Kids shorts 
have shown increasing popularity 
since they first began to apvear. At 
the same time, the kids have 
zoomed up in the public eye 
through guest star appearances 
with such radio head men as Jack 
Benny and Fred Allen. Par has 
two Quiz Kid shorts at present 
completed and awaiting ~ release; 
word is that the unusual interest in 
this pair of subjects when they 
were screened at the Studio led to 


the movement to boost the young-| 


sters into the big time. 

Gary Cooper was to report at 
Sonora Pass today for location 
work on Paramount’s Technicolor 
‘For Whom the Bell Tolls.” Cooper 
has spent a week at a desert hide- 
away, stretched out and tanning his 
dermis a deep mahogany, as called 
for in the ‘Bell’ script. All major 
roles except that of the femme 
lead, Maria, have been set. 

Producer-Director Sam Wood has 
called for an unusual camera treat- 
ment for part of ‘Bell.’ One section 
of the story is related by Pilar. To 
film the action of this sequence, 
Wood will use black and white film 
instead of the color film, running 
Pilar’s voice as the only sound 
against the scene. Tests have shown 
that this sudden change sock across 
the feeling of ‘visioned’ action 
better than using Techni through- 
out. 





‘Dixie’ for Bing 

Bing Crosby will be starred 
in a musical special planned 
by Paramount, based on the 
original story ‘Dixie’ purchased 
last week from William Ran- 
kin. Story will have to do 
with Dan Emmett, minstrel of 
the sixties who wrote the fa- 
mous tune. ‘Dixie’ was Num- 
ber One Confederate Hit Pa- 
rade Tune during the years of 
the Civil War; rebels used it 
as a rallying song. Par’s musi- 
cal will be set in New Orleans; 
Claude Binyon is writing the 
screen play and Paul Jones has 
been assigned as associate pro- 
ducer by B. G. DeSylva. 





i 








\Golden Gate Quartet 
| Latest Group Signed 
For ‘Star Spangled’ 


Paramount has signed the Golden 
Gate Quartet, famed radio and 
Victor record artists, for ‘Star 
Spangled Rhythm,’ the company’s 
super-musical now in production 
with the biggest cast of all time. 
Quartet will accompany Mary 
Martin and Dick Powell in their 
‘Dreamland’ number. 

Sixty-four top stars have been 
inked for ‘Star Spangled’ to date, 
including every top name on the 
Paramount roster plus headliners 


from stage and radio. Another 
signed last week was Arthur 


Treacher, of the Broadway cast of 
‘Panama Hattie. Treacher will 
team with Walter Catlett and 
Stirling Holloway to do the Dor- 
othy Lamour-Paulette Goddard- 
| Veronica Lake number...titled ‘A 
| Sweater 1 Sarong and a Peek-a- 


4 
Boo Bang.’ 





IFIRST DATES ALL. 


B.0. BULLOEYES 


‘This Gun for Hire’ Making 
Big Killings; Beating ‘The 
Lady Has Plans’ and ‘One 
Night in Lisbon’ by Nice 
Edge 





_—_———— 


LASSES LOVE LADD 


Paramount’s ‘This Gun for Hire,’ 
sensational b.o, thriller which intro- 
duced Alan Ladd and made him an 
overnight star, has moved out to the 
provinces following its socko Broad- 
way two weeks—and is doing solid 
bullseye business everywhere, re- 
ports show. 

‘Gun’ is topping the strong busi- 
ness rolled up by the Ray Milland- 
Paulette Goddard hit ‘The Lady Has 
Plans’ in most locations. Business 
is also almost universally above last 
year’s MacMurray-Carroll starrer, 
‘One Night in Lisbon.’ 

Typical of ‘This Gun for Hire’ 
business was the opening last week- 
end at the Paramount, Des Moines, 
where first day’s grosses topped 
‘Plans’ by 30 per cent and.‘Lisbon’ 
by 25 per cent. Opening at the L. A. 
Paramount also showed ‘Gun’ beat- 
ing ‘Plans.’ 

Three days of ‘Gun’ in the Para- 
mount, Toledo, grossed 50 per cent 
more than either of the hits cited. 
First week at the Florida, Jackson- 
ville, showed ‘Gun’ topping ‘Plans’ 
by 25 per cent and ‘Lisbon’ by 45 
per cent. 

Biz was strong for an opening 
four days at the Paramount, Holly- | 
wood, with comparative figures un- | 
available at press time. 

Spots where ‘Gun’ has completed 
its run tell the same story, with a 
consistent edge over the two pic- 
tures, regardless of whether the 
dates are big town or hamlet book- 
ings. Capitol, Pottsville, Pa., took 
50 -per cent more from ‘Gun’ than it 
did from ‘Plans’; Malco, Memphis, 
did better with ‘Gun’ for a week 
than for either of the pair cited. 
Similar edge over ‘Plans’ was 
recorded in runs at the Majestic, 
Houston; Paramount, Springfield 
(Mass.); Esquire, Davenport, Ia.; the 
Brooklyn Fox; Capitol, Wilkes- 
Barre, and the Comerford, Scranton. 

Meanwhile, reports from all sec- 
| tors indicate that Alan Ladd, men- 
lace screen find of ‘Gun,’ has won 
fan and critical excitement every- 
where, Gals are busy bothering 
theatre managers for Ladd photos, 
and a Paramount coupon offer which 
ran in recent national magazine ads 
has drawn 8,000 requests for pix so 
far, with more pouring in daily. 


‘AND NOW TOMORROW’ 
NO. TWO BEST SELLER 


Rachel Field’s posthumous novel, 
purchased five weeks ago by Para- 
mount, has moved up to second 
place on the national best seller list. 
Many key spots report the book in 
No. 1 position. Work on casting the 
pic and preparing the screenplay 
are to begin at once, Studio indi- 


cates. 




















CELEBRATE INDEPENDENCE 
DAY all month—make July your 
biggest month for sales of War 
Stamps and Bonds at your theatre! 
Remember—we'’ve got an Axis to 
grind! 








——SAME TECHNIQUE! 











... Except in who woos who! Here are Bob Hope and Dotty Lamcur 
in ‘Road to Morocco.’ Same vest...same pose...same swoon. 





‘Take a Letter Takes a Lot = 


Paramount’s ‘Take a Letter, Darling’ is living up to the prediction 
made for it couple of weeks ago by Variety’s ‘National Boxoffice 
Survey’—that it would be one of the pix_to beat the summer box- 
office blues. “Take a Letter’ is not only beating b.o. blues—it’s 
beating Par’s socko ‘Birth of the Blues’ in close to a dozen dates. 

Norshore Theatre, Duluth, showed business 30 per cent above 
‘Blues’ for opening three days. For the same period, the Beach, 
Miami Beach, showed ‘Take a Letter’ ahead by 15 per cent; the 
Paramount, Miami, showed it ahead by 5 per cent and the Lin- 
coin, Lincoln, showed it 40 per cent ahead. Business ranged from 
neck-and-neck to well ahead in dates at Wilkes-Barre, Scranton, 
Newburgh and Marion, Ohio. 

Five days of ‘Take a Letter’ biz at the Saenger, New Orleans, out- 
grossed—some of them by a big margin—all of the following: 
‘Caught in the Draft,’ ‘Virginia,’ ‘Nothing But the Truth,’ ‘Road to 
Zanzibar,’ ‘Bahama Passage,’ ‘My Favorite Blonde,’ The Fleet's In’ 
and ‘Birth of the Blues.’ A week at the Malco, Memphis, outgrossed 
‘Draft,’ ‘Truth,’ ‘Zanzibar’ and ‘Fleet’s In.’ Similar top business was 
rolled up in Los Angeles, Hollywood, Minneapolis and San Francisco. 
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‘But Madame, I meant nothing personal—you asked me 
the name of the picture !” 
































Wednesday, July 1, 1942 


VARIETY 


PICTURE GROSSES 


i1 





‘Eagle, $19,000, Wings to Record in SF; 





Name Vande Hypos ‘Buckaroo’ to 216 


San Francisco, June 30. 

Soaring to a new house record, 
‘Eagle Squadron,’ at Orpheum, is 
aiming for terrific $19,000. In ad- 
dition, a War Bond premiere, sold 
$225,000 of the Government securi- 
ties. Pull for the war bond show- 
ing included personal appearances 
of several cast members. 

‘Ten Gentlemen from West Point,’ 
at the Fox, is also doing lively busi- 
ness. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 35-40-55)— 
‘Gentlemen West Point’ (20th) and 
‘Sunday Punch’ (M-G), Clicking 
along to great $21,000. Last week, 
‘This Our Life’ (WB) and ‘Always 
in Heart’ (WB) (2d wk), $12,000, 
good. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 40-44- 
65)—Private Buckaroo’ (U) and 
stage show headed by Frank Fay, 
Una Merkel and Anne Nagel. Name 
vaude drawing nifty $21,000. Last 
week, ‘Mexican’ Spitfire Ghost’ 
(RKO) and Ozzie Nelson band, $20,- 
500, big. 

Orpheum (Blumenfeld) (2,440; 50- 
65)—Eagle Squadron’ (U) and 
‘About Face’ (UA), Previous house 
record was $17,000, whereas this is 
pulling terrific $19,000 at increased 


admish. Last week (35-40-55), ‘Sa- 
boteur’ (U) and ‘Mississippi Gam- 
bler’ (U) (2d wk), good $7,000 in 


five and half days. 

Paramount (F-WC) (2,470; 35-40- 
55)—Take Letter, Darling’ (Par) 
and ‘Remember Pearl Harbor’ (Rep) 
(2d wk). They’re going for this bill 
at $14,000 pace for second week. 
Last week, $19,500, socko. 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1,475; 35-40- 
55)—This Our Life’ (WB) and ‘Al- 
ways in Heart’ (WB) (3d wk down- 
town). Grossing good $6,000. Last 
week, ‘Tortilla Flat’ (M-G) and 
‘Born to Sing’ (M-G) (4th wk down- 
town), big $6,000. 

United Artists (UA-Blumenfeld) 
(1,100; 35-40-55)—‘Mister V’ (UA) 
and ‘Flying With Music’ (UA). 
Reaching up to $10,000. Last week, 
‘Twin Beds’ (UA) and ‘Ship with 
Wings’ (UA) (2d wk), $5,400, fair. 

Warfield (F-WC) (2,650; 50-65)— 
‘This Above All’ (20th) (3d wk). The 
third round is worth $9,000. Last 
week, $13,000, slightly better than 
expected. 


TEMPLE LIGHT $7,000 
IN SPOTTY LOUISVILLE 


Louisville, June 30, 

Pretty good lineup this week, 
some getting nice coin and others 
n.s.g. Top money getter looks like 
‘Take a Letter, Darling,’ at the Ri- 
alto. ‘Syncopation,’ at Strand, is 
pulling the hepeats and biz is okay. 

‘Miss Annie Rooney,’ at Loew’s 
State, is mediocre. 

Estimates for This Week 


Brown (Fourth Avenue-Loew’s) 
(1,400; 15-30-40)—‘Magnificent Dope’ 
(20th) and ‘Moontide’ (20th). Shifted 
here ‘after okay week at the Rialto. 
Looks to grab alright $2,500. Last 
week, ‘Great Man’s Lady’ (Par) and 
‘True to Army’ (Par), slipped badly 








and couldn’t manage better than 
light $1,800. 
Kentucky (Switow) (1,250; 15-25) | 


— ‘Spoilers’ (U) and ‘Bashful Bach- | 
elor’ (RKO), split with ‘Hold Back 


Dawn’ (Par) and ‘Women in War’ 
(Rep). Hot weather beginning to 
slacken b.o. pace here and outlook 


| ‘Old 


Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Grosy 
RO: WOR k.keosnaess $1,743,500 
(Based on 26 cities, 172 thea- 
tres, chiefly first runs, tnctuding 





mY.) 
Total Gross Same Week: 
Last Year..... Mitewens $1,468,800 


(Based on 26 cities, 169 theatres) 


GETS MAN’ 136, 
PACES CINCY 








Cincinnati, June 30. 

Four new pictures compared to 
only two last week is helping biz to 
rebound. This ,week’s top bet is 
‘Maisie Gets Her Man,’ linked with 
‘Our Russian Front,’ nifty at Palace. 
‘Ten Gentlemen From West Point’ at 
the Albee also is nice solo. ‘Miss 
Annie Rooney’ is surprisingly good 
at the Grand. Keith’s with ‘Old 
Californfé’ and ‘About Face’ also is 
hotcha. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,300; 33-40-50)— 
‘Ten Gentlemen From West Point’ 
(20th). Fair $9,500. Last week, ‘All 
Kissed Bride’ (Col), luscious $13,060. 

Capitel (RKO) (2,000: 33-40-50)— 
‘All Kissed Bride’ (Col). Moveover 
from Albee for second week. Favor- 
able $4,000. Last week, ‘Syncopa- 
tion’ -(RKO) (2d run), discordant 
$2,500. 

Family (RKO) (1,000; 17-28)— 
‘Yokel Boy’ (Rep) and ‘Man 
Wouldn't Die’ (20th), split with ‘In- 
side Law’ (PRC) and ‘Yukon Patrol’ 
(Rep). All right $2,000. Ditto last 
week on ‘Desperate Ellery Queen’ 
(Col) and ‘Scattergood Rides’ 
(RKO), divided with ‘Bombs Over 
Burma’ (PRC) and ‘Was Framed’ 
(WB). 

Grand (RKO): (1,430: 33-40-50)— 
‘Miss Annie Rooney’ (UA). Sur- 
prisingly good at $6,000. Last week, 
‘Married Angel’ (M-G) (2d wk), 
nice $4,000. 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,500: 33-40-50)~— 
California’ (Rep) and ‘About 
Face’ (UA). Hotcha $5,000. Last 
week, ‘Big Shot’ (WB) (2d wk), 
dandy $4,500. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,400: 
‘Tortilla Flat’ (M-G). Fourth week 
on main line, good $4,000. Last 
week, ‘Gal Sal’ (6th wk), excellent 
$4,000. grossing a shade under $40.,- 


28-33-42) — 


000 for the run. 
Palace (RKO) (2,600: 33-40-50)— 
‘Maisie Gets Man’ (M-G) and ‘Rus- 


sian Front’ (Ind), big $13,000. Last 
week, ‘Favorite Spy’ (RKO), mild 
$8,000. 


RED SKELTON PACING 
DENVER, HUGE $12,500 


Denver, June 30. 

‘Ship Ahoy’ and ‘Fingers at Win- 
dow,’ at the Orpheum, is topping the 
town with fine crowds. While ‘Reap 
the Wild Wind’ at the Denham slip- 
ped a little on its third session, film 
still is strong enough to hold at least 
a fousth week. 

Estimates for This Week 
P Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 30-40-50)— 
‘Fantasia’ (RKO). Blah $3,000. Last 
week, ‘Male Animal’ (WB), after 
week at Denver, good $4,000. 

Broadway (Fox) (1,040; 30-40-50) 
—Tortilla Flat’ (M-G) and ‘Scat- 
tergood Rides High’ (RKO), after 
two weeks at Orpheum. Fair $3,000. 
Last week, ‘This Above All’ (20th), 
after a week at each Denver and 
Aladdin, fair $3,000. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1.750; 40-50-60) 
—Reap Wild Wind’ (Par) (3d wk). 
Fine $11,000, and still holding. Last 
week, ‘Reap’ (2d wk), tepped the 
opener by $500, finishing with a 
huge $17,500. 

Denver (Fox) (2,525; 30-40-50)— 
‘Moontide’ (20th) and ‘Magnificent 
Dope’ (20th). Fair $8,000. Last 
week, ‘Broadway’ (U) and ‘Sub- 
marine Raider’ (Col) good $10,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 30-40-50) 
‘Ship Ahoy’ (M-G) and ‘Fingers at 
Window’ (M-G). Great $12,500. 
Last week, ‘Tortilla Flat’ (M-G) (2d 
wk) and ‘Scattergood Rides’ (RKO), 
average $8,000. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 30-40)— 
‘Spoilers’ (U) and ‘Jimmy Valen- 
tine’ (Rep) (2d wk). Mild $4,500. 
Last week, ‘Spoilers’ (U) and 
‘Jimmy Valentine’ (Rep) fine $8,000 
for first. 


‘Eagle Squadron’ Tops 
Buff, Terrific $18,000; 
New ‘Tarzan’ Okay 106 


Buffalo, June 30. 

‘Eagle Squadron’ blew the lid off 
the Lafayecite’s opening day record 
and looks set to hang up an all-time 
top money mark for the house 
Otherwise, belated summer temper- 
atures combined with not too fancy 
film fare is nicking the town’s total. 

Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 35-55 )—‘Juke 
Girl’ (WB) and ‘I Was Framed’ 
(WB). Ordinary $13,000. Last week, 
‘10 Gentlemen from Point’ (20th) and 
‘Mad Martindales’ (20th), mildish 
$12,000. 

Great Lakes (Shea) 
-—Tarzan’s York Adventure’ (M-G) 
and ‘Murder Big House’ (WB). 
Should strike over $10,000, satisfac- 
tory. Last week, ‘Tortilla Flat’ (M- 
G) and ‘About Face’ (UA®S (2d wk), 
very bright repeat. $11,000. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 30-45)—‘Tor- 
tilla Flat’ (M-G) and ‘About Face’ 
(UA) (3d wk). Still strong. around 
$7,500. Last week, ‘This Above All’ 
(20th) (2d wk), nifty $9,600. 

Lafayette (Hayman) (3,300; 40-55) 
—‘Eagle Squadron’ (U). Tremendous 
$18,000, and likely a new house coin 
record. Last week, ‘Kissed Bride’ | 
(Col) and ‘Cadets Parade’ (Col), hot 
$9,400. 

20th Century (Ind.) (3,000; 30-44) 
—Old California’ (Rep) and ‘Moon- 








(3,000; 35-55) 


light Masquerade’ (Rep). Limp $5.,- 
000 for six days. Last week. ‘Fan- 
tasia® (RKO). and ‘Falcon Takes 


Over’ (RKO), staunch at $8,000. 





| $12,500, - okay. 


livery big 





‘Gentlemen West Point’ Mild $23,000 


Best in Dismal L. A.; Broadway Plus — 


‘Buckaroo’ Thin 206, ‘Gun Hire’ Same 





Broadway Grosses 





Estimated Total Grocs 
This Week...... . $263,800 
(Based on 13 theatres) 
Total Gross Same Week 
NR NP le a gids aes $301,000 
(Based on 12 theatres) 


HUBS 1.0. WEEK; 
SAL’ 3D $13,500 








Boston, June 30. 

This is holdover week here, with 
both ‘Shores of Tripoli’ and ‘My Gal 
Sal’ doing very well in their third 
stanzas. ‘Tortilla Flat,’ on dual bill 
at the Orpheum and State, is also 
staunch in its second week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Boston (RKO) (3,200; 30-44-55-60) 
—‘Private Buckaroo’ (U) and ‘Hope 
Schuyler’ (20th). Aiming for $14,- 
500, excellent. Last week, with hold- 
over of ‘Gold Rush’ (UA) and ‘Fal- 
con Takes Over’ (RKO), $9,500, good. 

Fenway (M&P) (1,373; 30-44-60 )— 
‘Annie Rooney’ (UA) and ‘Old Cali- 
fornia’ (Rep). Hitting “$5,500, fair. 
Last week, ‘Rings on Fingers’ (20th) 
and ‘Murder Big House’ (WB), 
around $5,000,- medium. 

Keith Memorial (RKO) (2.900: 30- 
44-55-60 )—‘Gal Sal’ (20th) and ‘Night 
Before Divorce’ (20th) (3d wk). 
ee $13,500. Last week, $18,300, 
solid, 

Metropolitan (M&P) (4,367; 30-44- 
60)—‘Shores Tripoli’ (20th) and ‘Re- 
markable Andrew’ (Par) (3d wk). 
Flirting with $17,000, fine. Last 
week, $19,500, rugged. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 30-40-50- 
60)—‘Tortilla Flat’ (M-G) and ‘Fin- 
gers at Window’ (M-G) (2d_ wk). 
Hitting $18,500, good. Last week, 
$23,700, socko. 

Paramount (M&P) 
60)—‘Annie Rooney’ (UA) and ‘In 
Old Calif. (Rep). Around $10,500, 
healthy. Last week, ‘Rings on Fin- 
gers’ (20th) and ‘Murder Big House’ 
(WB), $10,000, fine. 

State (Loew) (3,600; 30-40-50-60)— 
‘Tortilla’ (M-G) and ‘Fingers at Win- 
dow’ (M-G) (2d wk). Reaching for 
Last week, $17,500, 


(1,800; 30-44- 


Translux (Translux) (900; 17-28-44- 
55)—"Tower Terror’ (Mono) and 
‘Treat "Em Rough’ (U). Aiming for 
$4,000, okay. Last week, ‘Suicide 
Squadron’ (Rep) and ‘Girl from 
Alaska’ (Rep), $5,200, good. 


BELASCO’S MOM SERIOUS 


Hollywood, June 30. 
Leon Belasco planed for New York 
last night (Monday) to the bedside of 
his 63-year-old mother who is re- 
ported gravely ill. 








NATIONAL BOXOFFICE SURVEY 


War Films Step Up To Boxoffice Window—Eagle Squadron’ 
Looks Outstanding After Few Test Dates ; 





is for medium $1,800. Last week, 
‘Captains Clouds’ (WB) and ‘Blues 
in Night’ (WB), fine $2,500. 

Loew’s State (Loew’s) (3,300; 15- 
30-40)—‘Miss Annie Rooney’ (UA) 
and ‘Pacific Rendezvous’ (M-G). 
Critics not pleased with Shirley Tem- 
ple film. Looks around $7,000, light. 
Last week, ‘Fingers at Window’ 
(M-G) and ‘Wife Takes Flyer’ (Col), 
n.s.h. $6,500. 

Mary Andersen (Libson) (1,000; 
15-30-40)—‘Wild Bill Hickock’ (WB). 
Switching to Western opus, biz is 
okay at this single feature house. 
Looks like fine $4,000. Last week, 
‘This Our Life’ (WB) (3rd week), 
strong $3,000 on final stanza. 


Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,400; 15- 
30-40)—"Take Letter’ (Par) and 
‘Night New Orleans’ (Par). Stack- 
ing up as the strongest bill in town. 
Returns should be $9,500, possibly 
better, Last week, ‘Magnificent 
Dope’ (20th) and ‘Moontide’ (20th), 
medium $8,500. 


Strand (Fourth Avenue) (3,400; 
15-30-40)—‘Syncopation’ (RKO) and 
Falcon Takes Over’ (RKO). Younger 
element really going for this one. 
Aiming at zingy $4500: Last week, 
‘Kennel Murder’ (WB) and ‘Gam- 
Suing Lady’ (WB) (reissues), light- 
weight $2,500. 





String of war pictures came 


week as ‘Eagle Squadron’ (U) was launched in several 
key cities and other war-theme films hit the market. 


the session 


extended 


Otherwise, current 
number of 


moveovers. 


engagements 


‘Eagle Squadron,’ with a bright $23, 


the ace filmer in that city. 


after craeking the house record. 


ing up a new house record at 19G. 
tomorrow night (Thursday) at N. Y. 
‘Mister V’ (UA), another war film, 


$14,000 in Chicago plus solid $10,000 in Frisco. Another, 


‘Ships With Wings’ (UA), making its 


in U. S. outside of N. Y. is listed as fine also in Chi. 
‘Mrs. Miniver’ (M-G), with a wartime stirring story, 
continues its record-breaking pace with a terrific $105,- 


000 for its fourth session at the huge 
Music Hall. Also ‘The Invaders’ (Col 


out for some time, is heading for a sturdy total in 
Minneapolis and a strong $11,800 in Philadelphia 
Additionally, “This Above All’ (20th), which landed 
$12,500 in its seventh stanza at N. Y. Astor, is grab- 
bing a high $12,000 on second Providence week and has 
a big Frisco third week. Trend towards wartime or 
military stories also is iti evidence in the business done 
(20th). Topping St 


by ‘10 Gentlemen from West Point’ 


into their own 


was 


, long-runs 


It is racking up a terrific 
$18,000 in Buffalo where it’s also the town’s leader 
In Baltimore, 
aviation thriller will be a record-breaking $19,000, best 
coin there, Likewise, in San Francisco, film is hang- 








this 


strong $18,000. 


for ron’ (Rep), also i 


and 


noteworthy 


Louis with $17,000, it is okay in Pittsburgh, excellent 
in Baltimore, great $21,000 in Frisco, okay $31,000 on its 
fourth N. Y. sesh and at the top in Brooklyn with a 
Another war picture, ‘Suicide Sauad- 


s doing nicely this session, with fine 


takings in Pittsburgh and oke $16,000 in Brooklyn. 


Of newcomers showing ‘Beyond Blue Horizon’ (Par) 


000 in Chicago, is and ‘Broadway’ 


smart $14,000 in J 
the over, ‘Horizon’ is 
From ‘Variety’ 


continues in nice 
Sal’ (20th) also is 


It’s due to open 
Globe. 
is getting a socko 


first big key date 
was sold well in 


N. Y. Radio City 
), which has been 


in Boston. 


holdovers and 
‘Reap Wild Wind 
‘Juke Girl’ (WB) 


(U) 


shape up best. Latter looks a 
ersey City, is heading straight filmers 


in Philly at strong $18,500 and is solid on Seattle hold- 


a big $60,000 at N. Y. Paramount and 


socko 18G in Newark. 


correspondents: ‘Ship Ahoy’ (M-G) 
coin, with $33,000 in N. Y. ‘My Gal 
still in the money, outstanding being 


a dandy third week in Boston. ‘In This Our Life’ (WB) 
is continuing to get healthy coin and holdovers. Best 
is $12,000 on third Brooklyn sesh. 


‘Moontide’ (20th) 
Seattle and is leading with a great 


$9,000. It is smash $20,500 in Newark for top money 
there. ‘Maisie Gets Her Man’ (M-G), with Red Skelton 
an added asset, is the leader in Cincinnati and doing 
fine elsewhere. ‘Annie Rooney’ (UA) is fooling some 
of the boys by doing nicely in Cincy and oke $15,900 
Manner 
Bride’ (Col) is doing in Philadelphia and Seattle bears 
out its initial promises. 

Among money-makers now collecting real profit in 
long 


in which ‘They All Kissed the 


runs are ‘Tortilla Flat’ (M-G), 


* (Par) ‘Favorite Blonde’ (Par) and 


Los Angeles, June 30. 


are rated rather dull at- 
on main stem this week 
responsible for the tepid 
grosses generally on the first-run 
front. Parade last Sunday also may 
have hurt. ‘Ten Gentlemen from 
West Point’ and ‘Secret Agent of 
Japan’ at the State and Chinese are 
leading the town with a $23,000, 
slow pace for these houses compared 
with recent hot attractions. How- 
ever, figure still represents a profit 
for two theatres. 

‘This Gun for Hire’ topping a dual 
combo at the Paramount and Holly- 
wood Paramount is heading for a 
mild $20,000. The same figure looks 
likely for ‘Broadway’ and ‘Private 
Buckaroo’ at Pantages and the Hill- 
street. Warner's Downtown and 
Hollywood ave far back from lead- 
ers with ‘My Favorite Spy,’ with a 
dim $14,000 likely for both spots. 

The War Heroes celebration last 
Sunday had no visible effect on 
first-run gross business either way. 
However, exhibitors pointed out 
that the parade took hundreds of 
thousands away from the downtown 
sector in the afternoon. 

Estimates for This Week 

Carthay Circle (F-WC) (1,516; 33- 
44-55-65-75) — ‘Gone With Wind’ 
(M-G) (5th wk). .«dvertising final 
veek catching trade for $3,500. 
Fourth session, good $5,500. 

Chinese (Grauman-WC) (2,034; 
33-44-55-65-75) — ‘10 Gentlemen 
Point’ (20th) and ‘Secret Agent 
Japan’ (20th). Moderately profit- 
able with $10,000. Last week, ‘Ship 
Ahoy’ (M-G) and ‘Fingers Window” 
(M-G), good $12,200. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 33-44-55- 
65-75}—‘My Favorite Spy’ (RKO). 
Rolling to thin $7,000. Last aye 

i 


second for ‘Big Shot’ (WB) 
Four Star (UA-F-WC) (900; 33-44- 


What 
tractions 
are held 


$8,500, okay for holdover. 


55-65} — ‘Suicide Squadron’ (Rep) 
and ‘Churchill’s Island’ (Canadian) 
(3d wk). Advertising final sesh 


here, so-so $1,500 on final five days. 
Second week, okay $3,100. 

Hawaii (G&S) (1,100; 33-44-55-65- 
75)—‘Gold Rush’ (UA) and ‘Brook- 
lyn Orchid’ (UA) (3d wk). Taper- 
i fF to $3,300. Second week, 
$3,700 


Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 33-44-55- 
65-75) — ‘Favorite Spy’ (RKO). 
Meagre $7,000. Last week, second 
for ‘Big Shot’ (WB) tallied $7,500. 

Orpheum (D’town) (2,200; 33-44- 
55-65) — ‘Fly By Night’ (Par), 
‘Mokey’ (M-G) and vaude. Lacking 
stage names this week, heading for 
poor $9,500. Last week, ‘Strange 
Case Dr. Rx’ (U), ‘Lone Star 
Ranger’ (20th) and Ella Fitzgerald 
orch and stage show, swell $13,200. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,812; 44-55-65- 
85))—Broadway’ (U) and ‘Private 
Buckaroo’ (U). Good combo aiming 
for trim $9,000. Last week, ‘Kissed 
Bride’ (Col) and ‘Canal Zone’ (Col), 
okay $12,600 for eight days. 

Paramount (F&M) (3,596; 33-44- 
55-65-75)—‘Gun for Hire’ (Par) and 
‘Henry, Dizzy’ (Par). Disappointing 
at $11,000. Last week, “Take Letter’ 
(Par) (3d wk) and ‘True to Army’ 
(Par), good $11,000. 

Paramount Hollywood (F&M) 
(1,409; 44-55-65-75)—‘Gun for Hire’ 
(Par) and ‘Henry, Dizzy’ (Par). Be- 
low usual biz at this house in recent 
weeks, mild $9,000, Last week, “Take 
Letter’ (Par) (3d wk) and ‘True 
Army’ (Par), satisfactory $8,400. 

RKO Hillstreet (RKO) (2,872; 33- 
44-55-65) — ‘Broadway’ (U) and 
‘Private Buckaroo’ (U). Moderate 
$11,000. Last week, ‘Kissed Bride’ 
(Col) and ‘Canal Zone’ (Col), $13,- 
000 for eight days. 


State (Loew-F-WC) (2,204; 33-44- 


55-65-75) — ‘10 Gentlemen Point’ 
(20th) and ‘Secret Agent Japan’ 
(20th). Hitting fair gait for $13,000. 


Last week, ‘Ship Ahoy’ (M-G) and 
‘Fingers at Window’ (M-G), smacko 
$18,200. 

United Artists (UA-F-WC) (2,100; 


33-44-55-65 )—Ship Ahoy’ (M-G) 
and ‘Fingers at Window’ (M-G). 
Great $6,200 in downtown moveover 
week. Last week, ‘This Above All’ 
(20th), nice $3,900 

Wilshire (F-WC) (2,296; 33-44-55- 


65)—‘Ship Ahoy’ (M-G) and ‘Fingers 
at Window’ (M-G). Rolling for slick 
$7,000. Last week, ‘This Above Al’ 
(20th), solid $6,900. 





‘Star Spangled’ Scene 


Hollywood, June 30. 

Paramount is claiming a record 
for the use of high salaried film 
names in a scene of ‘Star Spangled 
Rhythm.’ 

Before the lenses in a single group 
were Bing Crosby, Dorothy Lamour, 
Paulette Goddard, Fred MacMurray, 
Veronica Lake, Ellen Drew, Victor 
Moore, Alan Ladd, Ray Milland, 
Lynne Overman, Martha O’Driscoll, 








Marjorie Reynolds, Jimmy Lydon, 
}Susanna Foster, Frances Gifford, 


'Cecil Kellaway and Charles Smith. 
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Mercury Production 


A Startling 
Challenge To 
Women Who 


Think There 
Are More Im- 





Joseph Delis _ Anne ‘Tim 
Cotten * Costello « Baxter » Holt 
Agnes Ray Erskine 
Moorehéad « Collins * Sanford 
4nd Richard | 
Bennett 1 
Screen Play, Production and Direction by ORSON WELLES 
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portant Things 
Than Love! 
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Orson Welles’ second personally directed and produced picture is a highly important 
production — as startling, dramatic and revolutionary in many ways as his “Citizen 
Kane”, which was acclaimed by critical groups as The Best Picture of 1941. 


“The Magnificent Ambersons” is considered to be the best novel ever written by Booth 
Tarkington, having won the Pulitzer Prize. The story is down to earth. The scene, a 
middle-western city, with its rich man’s house that is the town’s show place — but also 
a house with a skeleton in the closet. The fascinating characters step out on the screen as 
vivid human beings who love, hate, envy—are kind or cruel, according to their natures. 


Red Book, in selecting it as The Picture Of The Month, says “ ‘The Magnificent 
Ambersons’ has heart, and in it are people one can deeply care for...it is Welles’ best.” 


“The Magnificent Ambersons” has been pre-sold over many months. Its publicity pen- 
etration is one of the highest on record. It has been nationally advertised in full pages 
in all the leading magazines. It will be a fine box-office success as well as a picture 
that will be praised to the skies by every critic who sees it. 


Magnificent 
- Ambersons . 


FROM THE FAMOUS NOVEL BY BOOTH TARKINGTON 
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Philly B.0. Good Despite Opposish; 
Bway $18,500, Chaplin, 10,6, Biz OK 





Philadelphia, June 30. 

Despite plenty of counter-attrac- 
tions this week, biz along Film Row 
continues bullish. With the opening 
of the Bucks County Playhouse at 
the Bellevue Stratford Hotel, the 
initial week of the Robin Hood Deli 
and the windup of the Army War 
Show at Franklin Field, there still 
was left enough customers for the 
filmers to make the cash registers 
keep ringing. : 

Gas famine, which reached its 
peak over the weekend, kept the 
bulk of Philadelphians in town and 
the picture houses seemed to be the 
only place for recreation. 

Estimates for This Week 

Arcadia (Sablosky) (600; 35-46-57) 
—'Rio Rita’ (M-G) (2d run). Abbott- 
Costello still bringing them; getting 
solid $3,700. Last week, ‘Ship Ahoy 
(M-G), wound up second week of 
second run with okay $3,000. 

Boyd (WB) (2,568; 35-46-57-68)-— 
*All Kissed Bride’ (Col). Satisfac- 
tory $16,800. Last week, ‘Cardboard 
Lover’ (M-G), sour $10,000. ; 

Earle (WB) (2,768; 35-46-57-68-75) 
—‘Syncopation’ (RKO) with Teddy 
Powell orch plus vaude. Combo 
setting good pace for fine $19,500. 
Last week, ‘Favorite Spy’ (RKO) 
with Muggsy Spanier, Judy Canova 
and Georgie Price, nice $18,000. 

Fox (WB) (2,425; 35-46-57-68)— 
‘Broadway’ (U). Surprising $18,500, 
plus added $2,800 for bonus showing 
at Earle, Sunday (28). Last week, 
‘Juke Girl’ (WB), good $14,500 for 
holdover week. 

Karlton (WB) (1,066; 35-46-57 -68) 
—‘Fantasia’ (RKO). First time for 
Disney film at pop prices; smash 
$10,000. Last week, ‘Gone With 
Wind’ OSs oy a for hold- 

ver at ular admish. 

x Keiths (WB) (2,220; 35-46-57-68) 
—‘Juke Girl’ (WB) (2d run). Still 
plenty healthy at $6,500. Last week, 
‘Gal Sal’ (20th), good $5,500 for 
second run. . 

Stanley (WB) (2,916; 35-46-57-68) 
—‘Invaders’ (Col) (2d wk). Also 
keeping up pace with good $11,800. 
Initialer bright $18,000, plus satis- 
factory $2,000 for extra Sunday 
Earle showing. s 

Stanten (WB) (1,457; 35-46-57-68) 
—‘Gold Rush’ (UA). Chaplin oldie 
getting sensational $10,500. Last 
week, ‘Spoilers’ finished with good 
$6,800 for second week. 


‘ANGEL’-DUCHIN GREAT 
$17,500 IN ROSY OMAHA 


Omaha, «une 30. 

Grosses zooming everywhere, 
with Eddy Duchin band plus ‘I 
Married an Angel,’ at the Orpheum, 
leading the pack. Brandeis, with 
‘They All Kissed the Bride’ and ‘In 
Old California,’ also swell. 

Estimates for This Week 
Brandeis (Mort Singer) (1,500; 10- 








25-35-40)—All Kissed Bride’ (Col) 
and ‘Old Caliiornia’ (Rep). Swell 
$5,300. Last week, ‘Gunga Din’ 


(RKO) and ‘King Kong’ (RKO) (re- 
issues), nice $4,500. 


Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 20- 
40-55-65) — ‘Married Angel’ (M-G) 
plus Eddy Duchin band. Terrific 


$17,500 indicated. Last week, Bonnie 
Bake: unit plus ‘Henry and Dizzy’ 
(Par) wound uv w-th disappointing 


$19,500. 

Omaha (Tristaies) (2,0)0; 17-40- 
50,—‘Gone With Wind’ (M-G), 
Third time here for epic. Very ac- 


ceptable $8,500._Last week, “Jortilla 
Flat’ (M-G) and ‘Time for Keeps’ 
(M-G), good $9,800. 

Town (Gcldberg) (1,400; 11-20-30) 
—‘Home in Wyoming’ (Rep), ‘Canal 


Zone’ (Col) (first runs) and ‘Man 
Returned Life’ (Col), triple, split 
with ‘Prairie Pioneer.’ (Rep), 
‘Marry Boss’s Daughter’ (20th) and 
‘Shadows in the Swing’ (U) and 
*‘Westward Ho’ (Rep), ‘Dudes Are | 


Pretty People’ (RKO) 
Boat’ (Far). Nice $1,000, maybe a 
little better. Last week, “‘Thunder- 
ing Hoofs’ (RKO), ‘Yokel Boy’ (Rep) 


ind “Torpedo 


(first runs) and ‘Shut Big Mouth’ 
(Col), triple, split wit ‘In Old 
Cheyenne’ (Rep), ‘Dangerous Lady’ 
(Cap) and ‘Buck Ber v_ Rides’ 
(Par) and ‘Dudes Pretty People’ 
(UA) and ‘Date With Falcon’ 


(RKO), fair $800. 


War Work Hypos Lincoln; 
‘Take Letter’ Nice $3,500 


Lincoln, June 30. 

Continued influx of people into the 
capital city, due to the new air base 
and other manufacturing projects, 
coupled with fine weather, giving 
theatre row a better than average 
week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Lincoln (J. H. Cooper-Par) (1,503; 
10-30-44). ‘Take Letter’ (Par). 
Opened Friday (26), will do $3,500 
Last week, ‘This Above All’ (20th), 
magnificent $5,000. 

Nebraska (J. H. Cooper-Par) (1,- 
236; 10-20-28)-—‘The Wolf Man’ (U) 
and ‘What’s Cookin’ (U). Average 
$1,100. Last week, ‘Larceny’ (WB) 
and ‘Juke Box Jenny’ (U), $1,200. 

State (Noble-Federer) (986; 10-25- 


30)—‘Old California’ (Rep) and ‘Car- 
ter Case’ (Rep), split with ‘Interna- 
tional Squadron’ (WB) and ‘Mr. Wise 
Guy’ (Mono). So-so $1,100. Last 
week, ‘Mayor 44th Street’ (RKO) and 
‘Falcon Takes Over’ (Rep), split with 
‘Tom, Dick’ (RKO) and ‘Parachute 
Nurse’ (Col), did $1,200. 

Stuart (J. H. Cooper-Par) (1,859; 
10-30-44)—‘Blue Horizon’ (Par). Fine 
$3,300. Last week; ‘Vanishing Vir- 
ginian’ (M-G), not too good, $3,000. 

Varsity (Noble-Federer) (1,100; 10- 
30-44)—‘Juke Girl’ (WB). Probably 
$3,200, nice. Last week, ‘They Kissed 
Bride’ (Col), $3,000. 


‘Butch Minds Baby’ And 
Chico Marx Big $11,000 
In K. C.; ‘Rooney’ Oke 76 


Kansas City, June 30. 
It’s a mild week with the Tower 
theatre about the only house to run 
up a sizeable gruss., Presence of 
Chieo Marx band on the stage and 
‘Butch Minds the Baby’ is giving the 
house close to $11,000, luscious here. 


Others are only so-so. Newman is 
closing out the run of ‘Reap the Wild 
Wind’ with a_fourth week holdover, 
still at upped prices. 

Incessant rains,. unusual for this 
time of year, continue. 

Estimates for This Week 

Esquire and Uptown (Fox Mid- 
west) (820 and 2,043; 11-30-44)— 
‘Lady in Jam’ (U). Will take around 
$6,000 in line with recent attractions 
here. Last week, ‘Magnificent Dope’ 
(20th), ditto for two houses. 

Midland (Loew’s) (4,000; 11-30-44) 
—‘Miss Annie Rooney’ (UA) and 
‘Sunday Punch’ (M-G). Shirley hold- 
ing her own this week for an aver- 
age $7,000. Last week, ‘Wife Takes 
a Flyer’ (Col) and ‘Fingers at Win- 
dow’ (M-G), mild $7,500. 

Newman (Paramount) (1,900; 15- 
40-55)—‘Reap Wild Wind’ (Par) (4th 
wk). Such a long run seldom occurs 
here. Looks like final week will be 
ioe gp owe | $5,000. Record shows the 

rst week at $14,000, $10,000 second, 
and $7,000 for last week. 

Orpheum (RKO) (1,600; 11-30-44) 
—Favorite Spy’ (RKO) and ‘Night 
New Orleans’ (Par). Kay Kyser 
mame carrying biz here, but only 
mild $6,200. Last week, ‘Great Man’s 
Lady’ (Par) and ‘Henry, Dizzy’ 
(Par), $6,000. 

Tower (Joffee) (2,110; 11-30-50)— 
‘Butch Minds Baby’ (U) with Chico 
Marx and orch heading stage show. 
First name of any consequence in 
there for several weeks, sweet $11,- 
000 or thereabouts. Last week, ‘Man 
Wouldn’t Die’ (20th) and ‘Mad Doc- 
tor Market St.’ (U) plus five-act 
vaude bill, gratifying $8,000. 


‘Star and Garter’ | 



































_tt_ continued from page 3 





vue was so ba: it would ruin Todd 


for all time on Broadway. Hassard 
Short, the stager, and  Todd’s 
lawyer, William Fitelson, likewise 


advised again.t opening what they 
considered a sure flop. All this, and 
troubles, 


money too, weren’t con- 
ducive to Todd’s happiness. That 
one-week postponement cost over 


$14,000 (which Todd had to borréw). 

Despite the ‘advice,’ Todd figured 
it was worth the gamble. He was 
a nervous gent during the show, un- 
til the reviews appeared the next 
progr Most of ie notices were 
| good, but even those that were on 
| the n.g. side were okay for the box- 
office because of their stress on the 
blueness of the Gypsy Rose Lee- 
Bobby Clark starrer. The ticket 
agencies are clamoring for every- 
thing they can get, including the side 
boxes, always a choice spot in the 
burley houses, where the patrons can 
look down on the strippers. 

Another indication of the type of 
click he has, says Todd, is the fact 
that there are a large number of 
single-seat buyers. Also plenty of 
women, old and young, who come 
with the expectation of being 
shocked. This was borne out by the 
standees at ‘Garter’s’ first matinee 
(Saturday). In other words what 
they’d be ashamed to buy for 40c is 
ok at $4.40. 

With ‘Garter’ in the money, Todd 
will now extend himself. He has 
optioned a new George Bernard 
Shaw script, but refuses to give any 
details about it until he’s set on pro- 
ducing it He intimates, however, 
that it will be the basis for a musi- 
cal, with a score by Rodgers and 
Hart, scenery by Rembrandt (if he 
can revive him), costumes by Schia- 
parelli and tickets streamlined by 
Norman Bel Geddes. 











‘WEST POINT’ STRONG 
$18,000 IN BROOKLYN 


Brooklyn, June 30. 

Major attention getter is RKO Al- 
bee with ‘Ten Gentlemen from West 
Point’ and ‘Falcon Takes Over.’ Low 
grosser is Fabian Paramount in 
third week with ‘This Our Life’ and 
‘Meet the Stewarts.’ 

Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (3,274; 30-40-50-55) 


—‘Gentlemen from Point’ (20th) and 
‘Falcon Takes Over’ (RKO). Strong 
$18,000. Iast week, ‘Moontide’ 
(20th) and ‘Mayor of 44th St.’ 
(RKO), fair $14,000. 


Fox (Fabian) (4,023; 30-40-50-55)— 
‘Suicide Squadron’ (Rep) and ‘Wife 
Takes Flyer’ (Col). Okay $16,000. 
Last week, ‘Great Man’s Lady’ (Par) 
and ‘Ghost Frankenstein’ (U) (2d 
wk), dull $10,000, 

Met (Loew’s) (3,618; 30-40-50-55) 
—Tortilla Flat’ (M-G) and ‘Nazi 
Agent’ (M-G) (2d wk). Good $15,- 
000. Last week, okay $16,000. 


Paramount (Fabian) (4,126; 30-40- 
50-55)—This Our Life’ (WB) and 
‘Meet Stewarts’ (Col) (3d wk). Quiet 
$12,000. Last week, attractive $17,- 
000. 


Fields Orch Ups 
‘Beds’ to Nifty 
$19,000 in Pitt 


Pittsburgh, June 30. 

Big b.o. noise this week is at Stan- 
ley, where Shep Fields is carrying 
‘Twin Beds’ and heading WB deluxer 
to a healthy take. Quick repeat for 
Fields (he was here only last Octo- 
ber) hasn’t seemed to hurt him any, 
since he’s equaling previous take. 

Fulton doing okay on ‘Suicide 
Squadron’ in tie-up with Polish War 
Relief Society, and Harris isn’t com- 
plaining with ‘Ten Gentlemen From 
West Point,’ which is way ahead of 
recent average there. 

Estimates for This Week 

Harris (Harris) (2,200; 30-40-55)— 
‘Gentlemen West Point’ (20th). Top- 
ical title and strong advertising cam- 
paign helping .this one overcome 
general indifference of reviews. 
Looks like around $9,000, alright. 
Last week, ‘All Kissed Bride’ (Col), 
good $9,500. 

Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 30-40-55)— 
‘Suicide Squadron’ (Rep) and ‘Whis- 
pering Ghosts’ (20th). Management 
tied in ‘Squadron’ with Polish War 
Relief Society, organization distrib- 
uting around 100,000 letters, in re- 
turn for which it gets 25% of all 
admissions inspired by its literature. 
Turning the trick, too, for house will 
get better than $6,500, or nearly 
double what this twin bill would or- 
dinarily stand to do. Last week, sec- 
ond of ‘Broadway’ (U), off to $4,200. 














| Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 40-44- 
'66)—‘Reap Wild Wind’ (Par) (2d 
|wk). Upped prices for DeMille pic- 


ture keeping h.o. figure at respectable 
|level. Should do strong $15,000 as 
against sizzling $25,000 for getaway 
session. Moves to Ritz Thursday (2). 
Ritz (WB) (800; 30-40-55 )—‘Tortilla 
Flat’ (M-G). Came here over cus- 
tomary Penn-Warner-Ritz route. 
}Paced for $2,500, not bad. Last week, 
‘This Our Life’ (WB), also on move- 
over, apparently had played. itself 
out, for it barely made dull $1,800. 
Senator (Harris) (1,750; 30-40-55) 
—‘All Kissed Bride’ (Col). Moved 
here from Harris and Joan Craw- 
ford-Melvyn Douglas comedy seems 
to be just the ticket. Around $4,500 
looked for and that’s good. Last 
week, ‘Happened in Flatbush’ (20th) 
and “Tough as Come’ (U), $3,000. 
Stanley (WB) (3,800; 30-44-55-66) 
—Twin Beds’ (UA) and Shep Fields 
lorch. Picture panned, so Fields gets 
all the credit for $19,000, nice. Last 
week, ‘Great Man’s Lady’ (Par) and 
Raymond Scott, under $15,000. 


Warner (WB) (2,000; 30-40-55)— 
‘Bug to Town’ (Par) and ‘True to 
Army’ (Par). These two have been 


playing together around the territory 
and doing very well, but isn’t dupli- 
cating that on first-run showing 
here. Kids poured in over weekend; 
but only $3,200 seen, light. Last 
week, ‘Tortilla ~Flat’ (M-G), on 
moveover from Warner, around 
$4,800. 


‘Angel,’ $8,000, ‘Darling,’ 
$7,500, Best in Montreal 


Montreal, June 30. 

Heat wave and Dominion Day 
holiday (1) will hold down grosses 
currently. ‘I Married an Angel,’ at 
Loew’s, should take top money, 
with Palace second on ‘Take a Let- 
ter, Darling,’ 

Estimates for This Week 





Palace (CT) (2,700; 30-45-62)— 
‘Take Letter’ (Par). Pacing for 
trim $7,500. Last week, ‘Moontide’ 
(20th), good $7,000. 

Capitol (CT) (2,700: 30-45-62)— 


‘Juke Girl’ (WB) and ‘This Is Paris’ 
(WB) (2d wk.). Good $4,500 in 





Tuttles’-Fnnis Forte $18,000 Tops 
In Cleveland: (al Sal’ Tuneful 146 





— 


sight, after nice $6,000 last week. 

Loew’s (CT) (2,800; 35-53-67)— 
‘Married Angel’ (M-G). Pointing to 
good $8,000. Last week, ‘Gal Sal’ 
(20th), h.o., neat $6,000. 

Princess (CT) (2,300; 30-40-53)— 
‘Rings on Fingers’ (20th) and 
‘Secret Agent Japan’ (20th). Aver- 
age $4,000 in sight. Last week, re- 
peat ‘Tarzan N. Y. Adventure’ 
(M-G) and ‘Grand Central Mur- 
der’ (M-G), good $3,800. 

Orpheum (Ind) (1,100; 30-40-60)— 
‘Twin Beds’ (UA) (2d wk.). Good 
enough $2,500, after nice $3,800 last 
week. 

St. Denis (France-Film) (2,500; 
30-40)—‘L’Alibi’ and ‘Etes-Vous 
Jalouse?’ Summer average, $3,000. 
Last week, ‘Port Arthur’ and ‘4 
Heures du Matin,’ good $3,200. 


‘Reap’, $13,500, Big 
In Mpls.; ‘Invaders’ 
Also Good at $7,500 


Minneapolis, June 30. 

Boosting the ante from 50c to 60c 
for ‘Reap the Wild Wind,’ appar- 
ently hasn’t hurt business in the 
slightest for the State. It’s packing 
‘em in and topping strong opposi- 
tion. A run of at least two weeks is 
in prospect. 

After a week’s interlude, stage 
shows go back into the Orpheum 
Friday (3), Eddy Duchin topping 
the bill. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 17-28)— 
‘Kid Glove Killer’ (M-G) and 
‘Sweetheart of Fleet’ (Col), first- 
runs. Headed for nice $1,700. Last 
week, ‘Adventures Martin Eden’ 
(Col) and ‘Cadet Girl’ (20th), first- 
runs, split with ‘Desperate Ellery 
Queen’ (Col) and ‘Fiesta’ (UA), 
first-runs, good $2,200 in eight days. 

Century (P-S) (1,600; 30-40-50)— 
‘Gal Sal’ (20th). Moved here after 
healthy week at State. Good $4,400 
indicated. Last week, ‘Take Letter’ 
(Par), brisk $4,200 on moveover. 

Gopher (P-S) (1,000; 28-30)— 
‘Secret Agent Japan’ (20th). Only 
fair at $3,000. Last week, ‘Tuttles 
Tahiti’ (RKO), big $4,000. 

Orpheum (P-S) (2,400; 30-40-50)— 
‘Invaders’ (Col). Stretching toward 
good $7,500. Last week, ‘Juke Girl’ 
(WB) and Phil Harris band, very 
big $18,000. 

State (P-S) (2,400; 40-50-60)— 
‘Reap Wild Wind’ (Par). Dime boost 
in scale swelling the gross. Zooming 
toward terrific $13,500. Last week, 
‘Gal Sal’ (20th), good $9,800. 

Uptown (Par) (1,100; 30-40)—‘Rio 
Rita’ (M-G). First neighborhood 
showing. Looks like big $4,000. Last 
week, ‘My Favorite Blonde’ (Par), 
first nabe showing, big $4,500. 

World (Par-Steffes) (350: 30-40- 
50-55)—‘Remarkable Andrew’ (Par). 
In good spot to attract class trade. 
Nice $2,500 indicated. Last week, 
‘Girl from Leningrad’ (Russian), 
light $1,000. 


‘ENEMIES’ WEAK $9,000 
IN PEPPY PROVIDENCE 


Providence, June 30. 

Heavy downpour Sunday after- 
noon hurt theatres a bit, but on the 
whole all stands are above average. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (2,200; 28-39-50)— 
‘Lady in Jam’ (U) and ‘Private 
Buckaroo’ (WU), Opened Sunday 
and promises healthy $8,500. Last 
week, ‘Real Glory’ (UA) (reissue) 
and ‘Spitfire Ghost’ (RKO), nice $8,- 
500. 

Carlton (Fay-Loew), (1,400; 28-39- 











50)—‘Maisie Gets Man’ (M-G) and 
‘Calling Dr. Gillespie’ (M-G) (2d 
run). Picking up a bit and looking 


for fair $2,500. Last week, ‘Juke 
Girl’ (WB) and ‘You’re Telling Me’ 
(U) (3d downtown wk), good $2,000. 

Fay’s (Indie) (1,400; 28-39-50)— 


‘Was Framed’ (WB) and vaude. Good 


$6,500. Last week, ‘Sons of Sea’ 
(WB) and vaude, fairish $5,500. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 50-65)— 
‘This Above All’ (20th) (2d wk). 
Still nifty and paced fur high $12,- 
000, after knocking off zowie $15.- 
000 in opening stanza. 

Metropolitan (Indie) (3,200; 44-55- 
65)—-Hal McIntyre and his Orches- 
tra with Joe Howard and ‘Girl’s 


Town’ (PRC). Fairish $5,000 in 
three-day run. y 
State (Loew) (3,200; 28-39-50)— 


‘Friendly Enemies’ (UA) and ‘Des- 
perate Ellery Queen’ (Col). Poor 
$9,000. Last week, ‘Maisie Gets Man’ 
(M-G) and ‘Calling Dr. Gillespie’ 
(M-G), very nice $14,000. 

Strand (indie) 2,000; 28-39-50)— 
‘All Kissed Bride’ (Col) and ‘Hello 
Annapolis’ (Col) (2d wk). Building 
very nicely for swell $9,500, after 





gathering in good $3,500 in first five- 
day run, 


wv 





Cleveland, June 30. 

Name orchestras are continuing to 
bolster Palace’s summer vaudefilm 
biz, with Skinnay Ennis’ band giving 
current “‘Tuttles of Tahiti’ enough 
lift to it to week’s best take. 

‘Tarzan’s N. Y. Adventures’ is 
swinging around the lower bo, 
branches at State, but ‘My Gal Sal’ 
is singing a more lusty tune for Hipp. 

Estimates for This Week 

Allen (RKO) (3,000; 30-40-45-55)— 
‘This Our Life’ (WB) (2d wk), 
Smart $5,500 on shiftover. Last 
week, ‘Shores Tripoli’ (20th) (th 
wk), okay $3,000. 

Hipp (Warners) (3,700; 35-40-45. 
55)—‘Gal Sal’ (20th). Tune-show 
getting hearty welcome for fine $14,. 
000. Last session, ‘This Our Life’ 
(WB) (2d wk), satisfying $9,200. 

Lake (Warners) (800; 35-40-45-55) 
—‘Shores Tripoli’ (20th) (5th wk), 
Still robust with $2,000 for move- 
over. Last week, ‘Atlantic Convoy’ 
(Col) plus ‘Powder Town’ (RKO), 
ordinary $1,100. 

Palace (RKO) (3,700; 35-40-45-55- 
70)—‘Tuttles Tahiti’ and Skinnay En. 
nis’ orch on stage. Pix lacking in 
real action for this deluxer’s clien- 
tele but well fortified by band, which 
is top drawing card. Surefire $18,- 
000. Last week, ‘Broadway’ (Col) 
plus Shirley Ross and Frankie Mas- 
ters’ orch, excellent $21,400. 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 35-40-45-55) 
—Tarzan N. Y. Adventure’ (M-G), 
Only the moppets showing any inter- 
est in this new elephant opera, fair- 
ish $9,000. Last week, ‘Great Man's 
Lady’ (Par) even lighier, $8,300, can- 
celling all plans for a moveover to 
Stillman. 

Stillman (Loew’s) (1,872; 35-40-45- 
55-60-65)—‘Reap Wild Wind’ (Par) 
(4th wk). Rolling up a big h.o. wave, 
$6,000, after great $8,400 in last sesh. 


‘Moontide’ Big $20,500 
Newark: Leader; ‘Juke’ 


Smash 166 in 24 Week 


Newark, June 30. 

Given a break in the weather this 
week, business is humming all down 
the line. ‘Moontide,’ at Proctor’s, is 
showing the way with a classy $20,- 
500, followed by ‘Beyond the Blue 
Horizon,’ at the Paramount. 

Holdovers continue potent, both 
‘Juke Girl’ and ‘Tortilla Flat’ pulling 
big. 

Estimates for This Week 

Branford (WB) (2,800; 30-35-60-75) 
—Juke Girl’ (WB) and ‘Hello An- 
napolis’ (Col) (2d wk). Heading for 
big $16,000. Opening week, $22,000, 
terrific. 

Capitol (WB) (1,200; 20-28-39-44)— 
‘Lady Willing’ (Col) and ‘Joe Smith, 
American’ (M-G). Lean $1,800, House 
has been off for several weeks now, 
and doesn’t expect to climb out of 
the red until the weather cools. Last 
week, ‘Jungle Book’ (UA) and ‘Lar- 
ceny, Inc.’ (WB), mild $1,900. 

Paramount (Adams-Par) (2,000; 
25-35-44-55-75)—‘Beyond Blue Hori- 
zon’ (Par) and ‘Dr. Broadway’. (Par). 
Zooming to smash $18,000, and will 
be held over two additional days. 
Last week, ‘Old California’ (Rep) and 
‘Obliging Young Lady’ (RKO), $10,- 
500. n.s.h. 

Proctor’s (RKO) (2,600; 35-44-60- 
70-85 )—‘Moontide’ (20th) and ‘Secret 
Agent Japan’ (20th). With the Jean 
Gabin pic as the big draw, leaning 
towards a mighty $20,500, helped by 
vaude on Monday and Tuesday 
nights. Last week, ‘Gal Sal’ (RKO) 
and ‘Falcon Takes Over’ (RKO), 
nifty $18,000 in second stanza. 

State (Loew's) (2,600; 30-40-50-65- 
75)—‘Tortilla Flat’ (M-G) and ‘Call 
Ellery Queen’ (Col) (2d wk). Classy 
$15,000 after doing strong $19,000 in 
opening canto. 


PINE-THOMAS TACKLE 
GOV'T MORALE SHORTS 


Hollywood, June 30. 
Four morale shorts for the Gov- 
ernment’s war effort have been taken 
over by the William Pine-William 
Thomas production unit, with two 

in preparation and two to follow. 
In the writing mill are ‘A Letter 
trom Bataan’ and ‘We Refuse to Die.’ 
Slated for the series are Richard 
Arlen, Susan Hayward, James Ly- 
don, Janet Beecher and Ellen Drew. 


M.O.T. News Ed Ill 


Richard de Rochemont, news edi- 
tor of March of Ti -:, was rushed to 
the Doctors’ hospital, N. Y., last week 
with a burst uppend'z, only 15 min- 
utes after he hac arrived at a Free 
French luncheon where he was to 
meet Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt. — 

He underwent an operation and is 











reported doing well. 
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20th-Fox to Query Newspapers 
On How to Improve Its Publicity 





Twentieth-Fox 
vey this week of newspaper pub- 
licity needs. Dick Condon, publicity 
chief under Hal Horne is supervis- 
ing the whole project, which con- 
templates contacting several thou- 
sand publications. A total of 10,000 
questionaires, each 10 pages long, 
soon will be sent to field exploita- 
tion men and exhibitors, who will 
contact key men on.various news- 
papers. 

Managing editors, radio, film and 
syndicate eds, as well as the heads 
ef beauty, fashion and woman's 
pages, will be <sked to answer ques- 
tions calculated to improve publicity 
copy and public relations of 
company. 


Not only will suggestions be in- 
vited on hew to improve publicity | 


service, but plans of 20th-Fox for 
new services to papers will be out- 
lined. It’s the first time in years 
that such a comprehensive survey 
has been conducted by a film com- 
pany. 


CHINA SETS CONTACT 





OFFICE IN HOLLYWOOD. 





Hollywood, June 30. 
China moved into the motion pic- 
ture production scene with the es- 
tablishment of an advisory office in 


Hollywood under the direction of | 


Earl H. Leaf, former United Press 
correspondent in the Orient and now 
representing the Chinese Govern- 
ment Board of Information. 

‘Our office is purely to deliver 
information without any thought of 
attempting to censor films,’ Leaf ex- 
plained. ‘In cooperation with Con- 
sul T. K. Chang, we will place our 
facilities at the disposal of any pro- 
ducer making pictures with Chinese 
backgrounds.’ 


‘United’ N.Y. Preem in 
Tieup with Bond Rally 


World preem of ‘United We Stand,’ 
20th-Fox historical documentary 
made by Movietone, at the Palace, 
N. Y., tomorrow (Thusday) has been 
tied in with a United We Stand rally 
in Times Square on same afternoon, 








Tieup was made by 20th-Fox with | 


the Treasury Department. Rally 
will bring representatives of many 
nations together, with bond selling 


{ 
is starting a sur- | 





WB’s Radio Trailer 


Following numerous experi- 
ments, Warner Bros. has evolved 
a radio trailer, with special 
script material prepared for the 
use of exhibitors who want to 
arrange for spot announcements 
on the air. 

The new service gives exhibs 
a complete radio spot advertis- 
ing campaign on one record at 
small cost. Each record contains 
a 25-second and 55-second an- 
nouncement vith a five-second 
cutoff on each spot for local 








the 


playdate copy. 











. | 
‘Parker Family’ | 
ant from page 2 


|ing Morse code and radio theory 
four nights a week for the last six 
months, passed her FCC test last 
week and has been given a Class B 
operator’s license. She leaves for 
the Coast today (Wednesday) to try 
| to enlist in either the Navy or Army 
'as an operator. She hopes to be as- 
signed to duty on the Coast, as her 
She expects to 














|family lives there. 


become a grandmother in a few 
| days. 
| Patricia Ryan, ‘Parker Family’ 


|ingenue, is training to be a nurses’ 
| aide. Mitzi Gould, another cast lead, 
an assistant head instructor -for 
‘the American Volunteer Woren’s 
| Service. Linda Carlon, who plays 
the mother on the show, is an air 
raid warden in Greenwich Village, 
N. Y., and Jay Jostyn, father on the 
| program, collects donations for the 
| Stage Door Canteen. 
Brushin’ Up on Russian 

Leon Janney, the  program’s 
| juvenile lead, has for several months 
|been studying Russian at Cornell 
University, commuting to New York 


is 


{ 
| 
} 


City from Ithaca, N. Y., for each 
week’s broadcast. He now speaks 
| the language fairly well, but is 
istruggling to master the Russian 
'typewriter, with its complicated 
| alphabet. 

If Miss Oldham is accepted for 


{Navy or Army service, she will re- 
|sign as ‘Parker’ writer. Her scripts 
are written through August and she 
| hopes to have the show scripted up 
to early fall by the time she actually 
is assigned to duty. No author has 
i been selected to succeed her. 
‘Parker Family’ is produced by 
Transamerican for the Lennen & 
| Mitchell agency. Woodbury spon- 
sors it. 





to start as soon as exercises are over. | 


Twentieth-Fox has effected a* new 
sort of tieup for the picture via 
spotting the film’s title on the front 
cover of some 71 national magazines 
in their July and August issues. 





WOR’s War Song Contest 
In Tieup With ‘Dandy’ 


War song contest, to run a month. 
will be started on July 4, George 


M. Cohan’s birthday, by WOR, New | 
York, as a result of tieup with ‘Yan- | 


kee Doodle Dandy,’ in its preem run 


now at the Hallywood, N. Y. Con- 
test is open only to amateurs. 
WOR plans giving the contest 


daily plugs, with final winners and 
prize tunes aired on a Mutual net- 
work show. Dr. Sigmund Spaeth 
heads the judges. Winning tune 
will be published by Warners. 


Whitmore Takes Over 


Hollywood, June 30. 

Ken Whitmore is taking over part 
of John LeRoy Johnston’s chores as 
assistant publicity director under 
Alex Evelove at Warners, assuming 
charge of unit flacks, 

At present, nobody will be ap- 
pointed to fill the post held by John- 
ston, who checks off the lot July 3 
to become Hunt Stromberg’s pub- 
licity chief. 





Par Rushing ‘Wake Is.’ 


Although bemoaning the fact that 
‘Wake Island’ is not ready for distri- 
bution, now that Wake Island has 
been bombed by U. S. forces, Par- 
amount is hopeful of speeding final 
touches so that it can go to distrib- 
utors sooner than originally ex- 
pected. 

‘Wake Island’ has been set for 
August release, but now it may be 
skedded for late in July. 
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Continued from page 1 


lue Law element would be offend- 
led, so the idea was dropped. 

There were many indignant citi- 
zens in town, The Philadelphia Rec- 
ord pointed out that Philly was the 
only town on the Army Show’s tour 
which did not have a Sunday show- 
ing. Pittsburgh, which is subject to 
the same Blue laws (passed in 1694) 
as Philadelphia, has skedded a show 
for the Sabbath. 

‘It’s okay for the Army to fight on 
| Sundays—-but it can’t put on a show 

Sunday,’ was the squawk of many 
irate Philadelphians, 

The show left Franklin Field, ath- 


letic stadium of the University of 
Pennsylvania, in bad shape. The 
|turf was chewed up. by the tanks, | 


| scorched by the flame throwers, and | 


|the concrete partition between the 
|gridiron and cinder track was 
|}cracked. The Army got the use of 
| the stadium rent-free, but promised | 
to repair any damage. 


Blacked Out in N. Y. 

The Army’s War Show, gigantic 
demonstration of combat forces, 
machines and planes, which was pre- 
sented at Franklin Field, Philadel- 
phia, last week, will not be seen in 
N. Y. because of the dimout. Show 
requires immense are lamps for a 
goodly part of the program, and the 
same regulations which have blacked 
out N. Y. night baseball and fights 
applies to the Army’s ‘performance.’ 








Davis’ H’wood Co-op 


Hollywood, June 30. 

That Hollywood film writers are 
to be called upon by Elmer Davis, 
for specialized writing in support of 
the war effort, is revealed by a let- 
ter from Davis to Robert Rossen, 
chairman of the Seven Guild Volun- 
teer Group here. 





hilly Blue Laws | 
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i 
| 











| Elmer Davis 
Centinued from page 3 eee 


their indispensability and devotion 
t» duty. Others have sought solace 
at nearby bars. A few have begun 
scouting for new jobs or have quit 
entirely, thinking to beat the crowd. 
Mostly, though, the idea men, scrib- 
blers, and advisers are hanging on 
hoping for the best, like the stenog- 
raphers and clerks who know they'll 
find another berth easily if dumped 
out of the. present one. 
Change in Billing 

As was reported last week, the 
only visible sign of Davis’ arrival 
is the dropping of the name ‘Office 
of Facts and Figures’ and substitu- 
tion of ‘Office of War Information.’ 
But it’s still (as of Monday, the 
29th), the ‘Office of Government Re- 
ports, with Lowell Mellett still 








| 





| 
} 


_| indication 


| tirely 


Govt.’s Film Cue 


Hollywood, June 30. 

A 50-page Government Infor- 
mation manual for the motion 
picture industry has been com- 
piled’ and made available Mon- 
day (29) by Nelson Poynter and 
Fred Polangrin, local representa- 
tives of Government Film Co- 
ordinator Lowell Mellett. 

Copies have been sent to 
studio heads with others to be 
loaned to writers, editors, pro- 
ducers, executives and others. The 
manual sets forth the Govern- 
ment’s position on the film in- 
dustry. pointing out what films 
can do in the war effort. 

Do’s and don’ts, as set forth’ by 
Washington are to be supple- 
mented by weekly fillers in a 
loose-leaf booklet. Six major 
sections in the booklet are as fol- 
lows: ‘Why We Fight,’ ‘The En- 
emy,’ ‘United Nations and Their 
Peoples,’ ‘Work and Production,’ 
‘The Home Front’ and ‘Fighting 
Forces.’ 








holding the .rank of ‘film co-ordi- 
nator.’ Archibald MacLeish still is 
there, though his title is unknown 
and his position conjectural. 
Consolidation of the various bu- 
reaus and offices having to do with 
both films and radio is considered 
a foregone conclusion. It’s possible 
and, in the many observers’ view, 
very likely that Davis will keep 
hands off of some of the established 
outfits, like the Agriculture and Treas- 
ury departments. Though he has vir- 
tually unlimited power, he’s believed 
certain to concentrate on the dozens 


of ‘emergency’ groups that have 
mushroomed since the summer of 
1941, 


Bill Lewis, Mellett, Poynter 
William B. Lewis, the former CBS 
vice-president, who has been head- 
ing the OFF division of operations, 
locks like the probable selection as 


Tighter U.S. Film Control 


Tighter control over the film 
industry, with regard to produc- 
tion of pictures attuned more 
closely to war needs is indicated 
in the coordination of Federal 
agencies under Elmer Davis in 
the Office of War Information. 

At the same time there is some 
doubt as to the continuation of 
Lowell Mellett as Government 
film coordinator, although he 
was one of the six men with ‘a 
passion for anonymity’ to whom 
the President referred in de- 
scribing type of public servants 
best serving the country. 








chief of radio activities. There’s no 
whether Mellett will re- 
main in the picture or someone en- 

ly new will be put in charge 
of film matters. On the latter score, 
some significance is attached to the 
resignation Friday (26) of Dr. Leo 
C. Rosten, who has had the title of 
head of the OFF motion picture sec- 
tion and previously was special 
emissary for Mellett; Ulric Bell, ex- 
editor of Louisville Courier-Journal; 
and Frank Wilson who left OFF’s 
radio division today. Trio are under- 
stood to have been unhappy in the 
OFF for some time and apparently 
figured Davis’ takeover as good a 
time as any to bow out. 

The return to Washington of Nel- 
son Poynter, Mellett’s west coast 
representative (due in later this 
week), also is causing speculation 
that Davis is about to use the broom 
on the present cinema setup. Gen- 
erally, Mellett is thought likely to 
return to being merely one of Pres- 
ident Roosevelt’s six ‘anonymous as- 
sistants? doing special chores and 





perhaps acting as occasional legman 
for Davis. 


| office 





Can't Attend to Own Chores 





Road exploiteers, whose basic job, after all, is helping exhibitors 
sell their product and hypo the boxoffice, are in a curious quandary, 
faced on one side with being accused of lack of patriotism, and the 


other with the main job of getting things done. 


The patriotic angle 


arises from the manifold extra-curricular chores attendant to the war 


effort. 


Both locally and bombarded from New York, Washington and their 
immediate zone heads, in the case of chain houses, the managers and 
theatre ballyhooists are so tied up with selling bonds, plugging war 
behefits, etc., that it has become no little problem when it comes to 
merchandising their own film product. 








Del Goodman Heads Pacific Coast 
Zone for Par; Exchange Briefs 





Del Goodman, until recently gen- 
eral manager of distribution for 
Paramount in Canada, has been ap- 
pointed district - mianager for the 
Pacific Coast area, with headquar- 
ters at Los Angeles. 

Hugh Braly shifts from the L.A. 
district post to take over the Rocky 
Mountain Par division out of Den- 
ver. He succeeds Manny Brown 
there, latter coming east to Buffalo 
to assume charge of the Par ex- 
change there. 





Sister Vice Brother 


Detroit, June 30. 

With Detroit installing plenty of 
femmes as theatre managers, subur- 
ban houses here have started to fol- 
low the same pattern of promoting 
women to top positions. Latest is 
Stella Dobek, cashier for several 
years at the White Star in Ham- 
tramck, who has been upped to man- 
ager by Edward Pascoe, the owner. 
She replaces his brother, Al Pascoe, 
who has gone into the service. 





New Houses Open 


Charlotte, N. C., June 30. 
The Drive-In, near Greensboro, 
opened for its second season. R. O. 
Rogers, of Atlanta, local manager. 
New Victory, Greensboro, opened; 
capacity 600. Owner is A. E. Groom, 
who also owns theatres in Moores- 
ville and in Greenwood, S. C. Odell 
Holland manager. 





Indie Posterites Elect 
Philadelphia, June 30. 
The newly organized Independent 
Poster Exchanges of America, which 


held its first convention here last 
weekend, elected ‘the following 
officers: 


Jack Judd, Pittsburgh, president; 
Mitcheli Pantzer, Philadelphia, 
secretary-treasurer, 

* Members of the board of direc- 
tors: W. H. Cobb, New Orleans and 
Atlanta; Abe Arkin, New York; 


| Charles Lawler, Philadelphia: M. J. 


L’pn, Chicago; Benjamin Sampliner, 
Washington; Har y_ Vogeistein, 
Baltimore, and Rube Shor, Cincin- 
nati, 





WB Powwows July 9-10 

Sales meeting of Warner home- 
execs and district managers 
from the field, scheduled to be held 
tomorrow and Friday (2-3), was 
postponed to July 9-10, following re- 
turn Monday (29) of Ben Kalmenson 
from a two weeks’ tour across the 
country, including a visit to the WB 
studio. 

In addition to Kalmenson, who will 
preside, the July 9-10 sessions will 
be attended by Joe Bernard, Roy 
Haines, Arthur Sachson, A. W. 
Schwalberg, Norman H. Moray and 
Mort Blumenstock, all of the home- 
office. Total of nine district man- 
agers -will be on hand. 


_ 





Depinet Drive Ends 

The 26-week Ned Depinet sales 
drive in RKO ended during the past 
week, with 22 branches going over 
the quota set for them; the Indian- 
apolis exchange turning in the larg- 
est number of shipments in three 
years. 

On one week of the drive the New 
Orleans office did the biggest week 
in its history. 

Overman’s Lincoln Post 
Lincoln, June 30. 


Milton Overman, formerly with 
Westland at Greeley, Colo., new 


manager of the Nebraska Theatre 
Corp. in Lincoln. Former manager, 
Howard Federer, i ¢om- 
mission in the army and is doing re- 
cruiting work in Santiago. At the 


Te eantien 


Lincoln Theatre Corp, Arlie Crites, | 


former city manager of Lindsey 
theatres in Lubbock, Texas, is to 
replace Dean Pohlenz as Stuart man- 
ager. Prior to taking over the Stu- 
art, Crites is managing the Lincoln 
while manager Ted Butterfield va- 
cations, Pohlenz is being drafted. 





WAC Names John Harris 
Pittsburgh, June 30. 

John H. Harris, head of Harris 
Amus. Enterprises, president of na- 
tional Variety Clubs and head of 
Arena Managers Association, has 
been appointed central coordinator 
for Pittsburgh and the tri-state area 
to head the theatre division of the 
Wer Activities Committee. Harris’ 


b 





first duty in that post was to have 
been the show, parade and bond 
rally for War Heroes here last week 
but he was ailing in Hollywood at 
the time and job was handled by his 
uncle, Frank J. Harris, president of 
Harris Enterprises and former state 
senator, 

Francis H. McKnight, owner and 
supervisor of theatres here for years 
and recently commissioned a cap- 
tain in the army ordnance depart- 
ment, has left for Seattle, where he 
will be stationed for the present. 
McKnight owns the Regent Square 
theatre in Edgewood. 

Austin Interrante, who quit his 
sales berth with 20th-Fox recently 
to operate the Rowland theatre in 
Phillipsburg, Pa., which he owns, 
will also handle the bookings at the 
Victoria theatre in Gallitzen for the 
duration. Ken Dawson, who handled 
that in addition to managing the 
house, has shoved off for the army. 





F, P.-Can,. Nabe Revamp 


Toronto, June 30. 

Recent death of Jimmie Lynch, 
manager of the Runnymede, sees 
some changes in’ Famous Players 
Canadian neighborhood  deluxers, 
Morris Doyle, formerly manager of 
the Parkdale, takes over the Runny- 
mede. Walter Graydon, assistant 
maffager of the Imperial, largest 
theatre in Canada, becomes manager 
of the Parkdale. 





Denver Activities 
Denver, June 30. 

William Simon, city manager for 
Gibraltar Theatres at Rocky Ford, 
Colo., joined the army and was suc- 
ceeded by W. H. Hile. 

W. G. McKinney, manager of the 
Cameron, has also taken on the man- 
agement of the Park, formerly oper- 
ated by Justin La Fonte, who re- 
turned to California. 

William Burke has been brought 
from Philadelphia to Pueblo by the 
Cooper theatres, where he will man- 
age the Uptown, succeeding Jack 
Bruno, moved to Colorado Springs 
to manage the reopened Trail, closed 
all winter. 

James Clyne, owner of the Clyne 
at Pueblo, is in a hospital recuper- 
ating from a serious illness. 

Ralph Hamilton, former manager 
of the Gothic and Santa Fe, Denver, 
is home from marine duty on fur- 
lough. He has acquired a lot of ex- 
perience, having been in several 
large sea battles. 

Sam Cramer, city salesman for 
Columbia, has been inducted into 
service and will join an officers’ 
training camp. 

Milton Overman, city manager at 
Greeley, Colo., for Westland Thea- 
tres, has been moved to Lincoln, 
Neb., to succeed H. C. Fedderer, who 
is joining the navy. 

J. J. Morgan, National Theatre 
Supply branch manager, is out of 
the hospital and recuperating from 
a recent illness and operation. 





Huffman’s A. C. Berth 
Atlantic City, June 30. 

A. J. Vanni, assistant zone man- 
ager of Warner theatres for Phila- 
delphia and vicinity, named W. B. 
Huffman manager of the Warner 
which open Friday (3). This is the 
largest theatre in the resort. Huff- 
man, with WB 14 years, comes from 
Reading, Pa. 


Setting ‘Flying Tigers’ 


Hoiiywood, june 30. 

Herbert J. Yates has flown to 
Washington to confer with Chinese 
Embassy staffers and Curtiss Wright 
executives about a special showing of 
Republic’s ‘Flying Tigers,’ scheduled 
for the capital in September. He 
then goes to New York. 








Reade’s Jersey Beachery 


The Monte Carlo Beach Club, 
swimming pool and _ recreational 


center, built at Asbury Park, N. J., 
by Walter Reade, at a cost of $500,- 
000, opened Sunday (28). 

Reade operates a circuit of close 
to 50 theatres in New York City, up- 
state N. Y. and New Jersey. 
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Lady in a Jam 
makes good! 





Review 


“Lady ina Jam’ 





‘ohter side, 
" og mate- 


IRENE DUNNE 


as the 


Lady, Game 


with PATRIC KNOWLES 
RALPH BELLAMY - EUGENE PALLETTE 
Queenie Vassar 


Produced and Directed by 


GREGORY LaCAVA 


Screen Play by Eugene Thackrey * Frank Cockrell * Otho Lovering 
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INTERNATIONAL 


VARIETY 





‘VARIETY’S’ LONDON OFFICB 
& St. Martin’s Place, Trafalgar Square 





Argentina Seen Cracking Down 
On All Nazi Films as Result Of 


Sinking: Force Pic's Withdrawal 


Buenos Aires. June 30. 
crackdown on all Nazi} 
films in Argentina, one of two South | 
American countries stil] permitting | 
their showing, is likely ot result trom 


Official 


the backfiring reaction to the ill- 
timed release of ‘Submarines Head- 
ing West.’ Pictures had _ been 
skedded for preem show at the 
blacklisted San Martin theatre here 
with all the fanfare of a ‘Gone With 


Wind’ opening just at the time the 
Nazi subs sank the Argentine mer- 


chant-mariner, Rio Tercero. Effect 
was immediate and terrific. 
Argentinians, who until now had 


been the least demonstrative against 
the Axis, started raising the roof, 
with Accion Argentina, biggest pro- 
democratic organization locally, 
ting it be known that it would not be | 
responsible for what happened if the 
picture was shown. 
Film Provides Target 

The film thus provided a target 
which until now had been lacking. 
Consequently, it gave the anti-Axis 
forces a real chance to yell, unham- 
pered by any governmental hush- 
hush or mention of the neutrality 
policy. As a result, the opening was 
suspended, greatly disappointing a 
large German-speaking crowd plus 
many Japs. 

Two days later, after youth groups 
had stoned a number of Nazi shops 
and clubs in B.A., President Castillo 
issued orders that there would be no 
showing of film until the sinking 
claim on the Argentine boat had been 
settled. 

Stronger anti-Axis aitiftude regard- 


ing other films, in the radio and 
newspapers, was also apparent dur- 


ing the past week, the government 
permitting pictures and stuff pre- 
viously banned. The backtracking of 
the Nazis also was apparent in the 
San Martin running an ancient Ger- 
man musical without a swastika or 
heil in the three-hour show. 


Lack of Pictures 
Slashes British 
Exhib Quota 2!/ 1% 





London, July 11. 
The Board of Trade has an- 
nounced that while there are suffi- 
cient British films available to en- 


able exhibitors to satisfy their quota 
obligations, the position is becoming 
more and more difficult. They 
made an reducing the 
hibitors’ 214% from Oct. 1. 

John with 
vision since its inception, states it 
is now possible to receive pictures 
in three dimensions and in color, 
and screens can be larger and much 
clearer. He believes that after the 
war television will be retailed 
at $75. 

Variety Films 
minute instructional, 
Czerol Reed. The 


order 
quota by 
Baird, connected 


sets 
is making a 40- 

directed by 
cast includes Diana 


Nynyard, Joyce Carey, Celia John- 
ston, Peggy Ashcroft, Ann Todd and 
Nora Swinburne, who give theit 
services gratis. 


Barry: Delmaine has resigned from 


Colonial Film Unit and joined Wal- 
lace Productions as scenarist and di- | 
rector, where most of his time will 
be spent making Army Training 
Films. 


Tom Walls returns to film making 


at the Rock studios in July. He will 
have a part in a new Max Miller 
picture, ‘Asking for Trouble.’ 


Cochran’s Circus 


London, June 1}. 
Cochran, in conjunction 
Bertram Montague, Sydney 
Burns, and Pat Collins, local circus 
man, is Organizing big open air en- 
tertainment in Hyde Park, having 
received for the first time permis- 


Charles 
with 


sion from the Commissioner of 
Parks. 
Show will comprise big circus 


with numerous side shows. 

It's to be a one-day attraction, 
either July 11 or 18, with proceeds 
to go to Jugoslavian War Fund. 


let- 
' 








have | 
exe | 


tele- 


June 30. 
Armando 


indaduank 
Mariano Puga Vega and 


| Chileans Get Lowdown 
| 





stro, president and technical di- 
rector, respectively, of Chile Films, 
conferred today (Tuesday) with in- 
dustry leaders about production 
problems. 

Chile Films is a new organiza- 
tion sponsored by the Radio Corp. 
lof Chile and the government of 
Chile. 


‘DISNEY’ S GOODWILUER 


SET FOR LATIN MARKET. Tauber Coll: borates 
With Grun on Music 


| 

New Walt iene feature, combin- | 
ing eartoon and live action in Tech- 
| 








» 
nicolor, is to be flown next week to For London Musical 
South America for release by RKO Se 
there. ae ties in with Disney's London, June 11. 
recent nyucee’ track for Brazil,| Richard Tauber has collaborated 
ichaee "Ge ttled ’ ‘Alo Amiens’: with Bernard Grun in writing mu- 
Spanish sound track in other coun- sic for new musical, ©ld Chelsea, 
: here titled ‘Saludos.’ British by Walter Ellis,* English farce 
—”* ~ vem are withheld, “ tserivener. Show has been bought 
Pee een by Bernard Delfont and will be 
ages produced in October with Tauber 
starred, coming to the West End 
Coliseum after 16-week tryout. Re- 


Lead- 
to be Evelyn 


hearsals:start in September. 
ing femme is likely 
Laye or Binnve Hale. 
Dufont has paid Tauber $4,000 
royalties on account for ‘Chelsea,’ 
which will probably come to town 
around the first of the year. 


‘WOMAN OF YEAR’ 
NEAT $5,700 IN B. A. 


Buenos Aires, June 23. 

Sudden cold spell plus continuance 
of the taxi strike hit biz in B. A.’s 
downtown first-runners last week. 
For first time in as long as anyone 
can remember. a nationally made 
pic did top biz, La Mentirosa (Sono 
Film), starring comedienne Nini 
Had | Marshall in her screen and radio role 


B.A. IN REORG 


Buenos Aires, June 23. 

Pampa Film, one of the big five 
of Argentine producers, not oper- 
ating for the past year because of 
financial! difficulties. is reorganizing 
as a corporation with 2,000,000 pesos 
($500,000) capital. Most of it from 
outside sources. Oligario Ferrando, 
former owner, dropped 2,000,000 of 
his own coin in four years. 

Unlike financial hypos to several 
other local companies, 














this reorgan- 
ization involves no exhib coin. 





: - |o* Catita. Drew an estimated 27,000 
been expected that this would be pesos ($6,700) to the Ocean. Best 
done in view of the fact that Lumi- |U. S. grosser was ‘Woman of the 
ton and Baires Almar now have | Year’ (M-G), in its second week at 
exhib participation from the Lau-|the Gran Rex. Drew o.k. 23,000 
taret and Cavallo chain, which as- | ($5,700). 
sures them release in a number of | Other estimates, all given in Ar- 
first-run and nabe houses previously gener pesos, currently at about 27c | 
closed to national product. Mem- | U. , follow: 
bers of the new corporation are: peed aca (Lautaret & Cavallo) 
Oligario F. Ferrando, Sra. Magda- | (1,400; 2.50; 2.00)— ‘When Ladies 
| lena Caminada de Ferrando, Guil- | Meet’ (M-G), Not bad 14,000 on sec- 
jlermo Garbarini Isias, Sigfried ;}ond run, Last week ‘Unholy Part- 
| Bauer, Angel Montes de Oca, Al- | nes rs’ and ‘Ball of Fire’ (RKO) pan- 
fredo E. Gorostiza, Vitalino C. Pil- |; caked 7,000 for second week. 
laluga, Enrique Patron Costas, Jaime Ideal (Lococo) (970; 3.00; 2.50)— 
Feaecgree Pascual V. J. Schettini, | Louisiana Purchase’ (Par). Satis- 
| Juan Araoz, H. Gumasson, Washing- factory 9,000 in second week, with | 
'ton Gorostiza and Osvaldo Feucon. |cabbies’ walkout hurting most for 

The new company has applied for |this top-priced spot. Last week, nice 


corporate existence and upon getting | 19,000. 


its charter will take over the Funes | Ocean (Coll, Gatti & Cia.) (2,800; 
| Film studios in Martinez under the |2.00: 1.50)—La Mentirosa’ (Sono 
name of Pampa Film, S.A. |Film, Arg-made). Excellent 27,000. 
|Last week, ‘Son of Fury’ (20th), 
neat 31,000. 
UJ S FILM CO FOREICN Rex (Cordero, Cavallo & Lauta- 
e Ue . < ret) (3,305; 2.50; 2.00)—‘Woman of 
| Year’ (M-G). O.K, 23,000 for second 
REPS EN ROUTE HOME week, with weather troubles keep- 
jing figure from going higher. Last 
| week ‘ko 5 
Foreign departments of most U.S. be coe, Soca yoo (1.400: 2.00: 
major film companies received word |; 59)_-prime Minister’ (WB). ih 
last week that their Far East and weak 8.000 for this ie iktiale cnnahs 
Japan representatives were safe and |tTast week, ‘Man Who Came to Din- 
tig Page a aan whe gga: Mo | ner’ (WB), so-so 11,000. 
will return within the next 60 days - Monumental (Coll, Gatti & Cia.) 
ed (1,300; 2.00; 1.50)—‘Concierto de Al- 


according to latest indications. 


Checkup on hereabout nd safety jmas' (Baires-Almar, Arg-made) — 
ck on where: sa safe 

v eats |Wobbly 5,000, with feature brou 
of the film executives in the South |back after finishing two a 

Pacific area was transmitted via In- p edhe, . because of nesedive by 
| ternational Red | Cross. Japanese \‘Gaucho’ (Arg independent Terra) 
|nationals are being exchanged for | Las week ‘Concierto de Das ° nat 

the Americans. had 7.000 ‘ gel 

Taarn — (riean dictri ; . ; 
tie every —e distrib | “Opera (Lococo) (2,400; 2.50; 2.00) 
coed ~ o1 = > se saeciee rs |—*Male Animal’ (WB). O.K. 20,000, 
stead te hal ieee a : * cease ma with unfamiliarity of theme to local- 
ee we eS Suenrees OF War © lities keeping this one from register- 
| December, or the invasion by Jap- ling better. Last week ‘Hellzap \ 
sens he aga hilin. | 28 . Las eek, ‘IIzapop- 
— of the East Indies and Philip lpin’ (U), excellent 29.000. 

I _ i. Suipacha (Lococo) (950; 2.00: 1.50). | 
‘Corsican Brothers’ (UA). Switching 
| x 5 j j > 
London ‘fF ace It Has to lower-price policy for seventh 


week pushed this one up to an ex- 
cellent 12,000. Last week, 8,000 on 
the sixth stanza. 


Eight Tryout Weeks 


London, June 11. 


Ba a age ; Broadway (‘Lautaret & Cavallo) 
Rehearsals for ‘Let’s Face It’ have psa ty : : Bax: 

istarted and will last four weeks, nog ee ” Viejo Bue- 

| with show skedded to open at Man- a oe an Miguel, Arg-made). 


Neat 9,000 for second week of this 


chester for three weeks, with two better-grade local. Last week, 12,000. 


at Birmingham and three at Blac’- 
pool to follow. After which it comes 
to town, with no theatre yet set. 
Show is presented by Jack Waller, 
in association with Tom Arnold, who | 





Ramon Reachi Expands 


Mexico City, June 23. 





Ramon Reachi, f R Z 

now has five shows in the West End. Phe connyaed len Dh pcaieen. Mt a 
ee eee expanded his theatrical booking 

agency here, Agencia Teatral - 

ane Hunter In eon. ee 
Hollywood, June 30. Partnered with him now is 





Harry Hunter, Paramount’s man- 
aging director for Australia and 
New Zealand, arrived Sunday (28), 
| for conferences with Y. Frank Free- 
}man on the Antipodean situation. 


Eduardo Moreno, younger brother 
of Mario ‘‘Cantinfias’) Moreno, top 
tramp comic, and Luis Arcaraz, 
| composer, as chief of the music de- 
ipartment, just installed. 
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minstrel first part, 277 were on the 
stage at the finale—and not a miss! 

That first part woke up the house. 
Their early attitude of forebearance, 
because ‘It’s for the Service,’ gave 
way to pleasure, then admiration, 
and as the show progressed the 
house realized it was watching one 
of the best and most novel enter- 
tainments Broadway has ever wit- 
nessed, 

As a show, it’s a wonder. The 
uniforms help, of course, for Berlin 
aimed his lyrical wit at them and 
the camp, as he got the funny side 
in the brief time he was at Camp 
Upton as an enlisted man _ before 
| starting to write this production. 
Now a sergeant, Berlin has outdone 
himself with the ‘Yip’ show. His 
lyrics, music, and his layout of the 
performance are flawless. At least 
three of the songs will be popular hits. 





They are ‘Ding Dong,’ ‘Come 
Along,’ and ‘The Y.M.C.A.’ Berlin 
sang two songs, the first, ‘I Hate to 


Get Up,’ already popular among war 
songs, and his other, ‘The Kitchen 
Police,’ a comic, with Berlin made up 
for it. He was sent to the ‘K.P.’ for 
not getting up when the _ bugler 
bugled. which gave him his first 
entrance to sing that number. Later, 
when called from the kitchen with 
overalls on carrying a water bucket 
and a brush, Berlin sang: 


I scrub the dishes 

Against my wishes, 

To make this wide world safe 
for Democracy. 


The first night house was enter- 
tained. But they could have hardly 
looked behind the scenes. Of all 
these 359 boys, not over 20 ever ap- 
peared on the professional stage be- 
fore ‘Yip’ was staged. It’s only show 
people who may fully appreciate 
what that means. And that is why 
Will Smith is due to have a wreath, 
a loving cup and a good pat on the 
back for what he did with them, al- 
though Private Bobby Higgins comes 
in for some credit, most cheerfully 
admitted by Mr. Smith. Higgins was 
Smith’s assistant in the staging. 

Although Irving Berlin 


is a no- 
toriously modest and unassuming 
man of fame, he’s being closely 
pressed for the record by his com- 
panions of this show. Everybody 
blames the success of it upon the 
other, and when all are together they 


agree ‘the 

The staging of the 
active handling 
by the chorus, 


boys did it.’ 


show involved 
of the hands and feet 
giving them motion 
all the time. The unison of the min- 
strel first part was near perfection. 
‘Bones’ and ‘banjos’ always in accord 
without a blemish. There were 32 
‘bones’ in the front line, and the 
‘banjos’ extended high up to the flies 
almost. The drilling of the ‘chorus’ 
and ‘showgirls’ must have been 
| heart-breaking, yet nothing smoother 
| could have been asked for than these 
boys made up as dames doing their 
bits either as ‘wenches,’ ‘chorus girls’ 
or Ziegfeld ‘show ladies.’ The latter 
came through for a strong hit, to- 
gether with the impersonations start- 
ing with Lillian Lorraine by Private 
Snyder, followed by quite a neat toe 
dance as Marilyn Mifler by Private 
Belles, then a corking imitation of 
Eddie Cantor in makeup and 
sung by Private 
burlesque last 





Solly Cutner (in 
season), and another 
Impersonation, as good in its way. of 
Ann Pennington by Private Kuy 
Kendall (the society dancer). 
The prize impersonation 
evening, however, was Sergeant- 
Major William Bauman as Bert Sa- 
voy, of Savoy and Brennan, with Pri- 
vate Fitzpatrick not doing Jay Bren- 
nan at all. Serg. Baumann (formerly 
with ‘When Women Rule’) was in- 
| terlocutor in the minstrel first part, 
doing fairly well there, but making 
one bad slip of memory quickly cov- 
ered up by Private Hughie L. Clark 
(formerly with ‘The Mimic World’) 
| Mr. Clark got right out in that min- 
|strel performance and swung it 
|along. He was fully self-possessed, 
and went to it. carving out a big 
chunk of applause for himself, espe- 


of the 





| cially when singing ‘What a Differ- 
}ence a Uniform Will Make.’ Clark 
| Was on the extreme right end. Op- 


posite was Private Murphy (former- 
Murphy & Foley, with George 
Primrose). Mr. Murphy Iost his 
nerve at the opening, but regained it 
| later. Another of the ends, Private 
| Harry (Fenton &) Green, got over 
very well, and had one of the best 
gags of the minstrel portion. The 
gags were more or less good enough 
all the time, and at any rate the ‘old 
boys’ were absent. 

In this scene Capt. Paul McAllister 
(from stock), who commands a com- 
pany at Camp Upton, made an ad- 
peed to the soldiers, telling them 
their ‘enemies’ were in front, and to 
show them no quarter. It was a 
comedy speech admirably taken by 
Capt. McAllister, who again appeared 
later in the show to order the men to 
uarters. Privates Johnson, Branna, 

line and Jorn (Carl) sang a re- 
written lyric to ‘Silver Threads,’ and 
had to repeat it several times. Pri- 
vate Brennan (and Powell) had a 
solo, also Private Brennan and Phil- 
lips (the latter of Hudner, Stein & 
| Phillips). Private James Reilly was 
jan end. 


ily 


{ 








| “Yip, Yip Yaphank’ 


Continued from page 2 





‘Baby,’ 
|show by a great bunch. 


| could 














The finish of the first part was a 
comedy scene, with ‘The Ragtime 
Razor Brigade’ as a lively melody, 
and Bobby (Lydell &) Higgins get- 
ting into the centre of this through 
ielling a gag. Wr. riiggins had fre- 
quently attempted to tell his gag. 
but could net secure permission. 
When finally ullowed, it was: ‘Why 
are the’ legitimate theatres losing 
business to the picture houses?’ ‘Be- 
cause,’ said Mr. Higgins, ‘it is easier 
to fil-um.’ For that he was ordered 
before a courtmartial. When told he 
would be shot at fo r in the morn- 
ing, Higgins replied he did not get 
up that early. And again, for that 
one, he was ordered executed im- 
mediately. Mr, Higgins then sang 
‘Ding Dong’ for a ragtime wedding, 
with four little real colored picks 
holding up the bride’s train. The 
minister was Private Louis Gaut 
(who did the tall ballyhoo ‘Rube’ 
for many seasons at Coney Island), 
One of the little picks (in ‘Flo Flo’ 
last season) brought a riot of ap- 


plause with her mannerisms and 
sense of rhythm. 
‘The Dancing Drill,’ commanded 


by Mr. Higgins, with 16 boys, occur- 
ring at the opening of the second 


act, was one of the best things of 
th: show, pleasing in idea and 
prettily performed, - It was staged 


by Privates Murphy 
Healy. (the 1..tter 
revues). 

A scene in ‘one,’ ‘Killing Time’ it 
was called, had Kendall and Private 
Sammy (Norton &) Lee as dancing- 
singing announcers, with bits by 
Private Dowmy (formerly of the 
Three Armstrongs) doing Joe Jack- 
son. A well accepted juggling turn 
was done by Private Ferreriar 
(stage name not recalled, but re- 
cently at the Fifth Avenue with the 
same act as a comedy tramp 
juggler), Closing this section were 
several acrobats, apparently mem- 
bers of Arab troupes, who excited 
the house with tumbling. One of 
the boys, in trying to make a con- 
secutive back and forward somer- 
sault, slipped, and in striking the 
stage slightly injured his spine. The 
accident was unnoticed by the audi- 


and Danny 
from cabaret 


ence, although the boy was in 
terrific pain as he _ limped off. 
Doctors called had him in shape 


again before the evening was over. 

Privates Brennan and Higgins had 
a little nifty in a ‘Love Interest’ 
scene, with Higgins as the ‘dame.’ 
It got over easily. 

The finele of the first part was a 
Jazziand numbe., with the words 
and music costumes from several of 
the shows that hav employed that 
scheme, It finished with the drops 
going up showing a dozen or more 
pianos and playe’s perched up on a 
high platform, and made a striking 
picture. The ending of the show 
was the interior of a Y.M.C.A. Hut, 
with Private “ohnson singing the 
‘Y.M.C.A.’ song. In_ this enny 
Leonard gave a boxing exhibition 
with two privates, Benny boxing 
both, after having boxed one at a 
time. Dave Cummings, the regular 
referee of athletic events at Camp 
Upton, refereed the bouts. The 
scene went to the grand finale of a 


transport leaving for France, with 
the boys singing ‘We're on Our 
Way,’ as many troopers marched 


down the aisle and onto the boat in 
full equipment. ; 

“Yip, ip, Yavhank,’ is a great 
There's no 
nager who would not 
it witffout the uniforms. It 
remain at the Century for a 
couple of months, and it does seem 
wrong if this troupe not sent 
around the Liberty theatre circuit to 
amuse the soldier boys in_ their 
camps. Nothing could do it Daag 

sine. 


theatrical m¢ 
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Current London Shows 








London, June 30. 
Adelphi, ‘Dancing Years.’ 
Aldwych, ‘Watch on Rhine.’ 
Ambassadors, ‘Why Not 
Apollo, ‘Old Acquaintance.’ 
Coliseum, ‘Maid of Mountains.’ 
Garrick, ‘Warn That Man.’ 

Globe, ‘Morning Star.’ 

Haymarket, ‘Doctor’s Dilemma.’ 
His Majesty’s, ‘Big Top.’ 

Lyric, ‘Land of Smiles.’ 

New, Sadler’s Wells Bailet. 
Palace, ‘Full Swing.’ 

Palladium, ‘Gangway.’ 

St. James, ‘Blithe Spirit.’ 

Prince of Wales, ‘Happidrome. 
Prince’s, D’Oyly Carte Opera Co. 
St. Martin’s, ‘Rain.’ 

Saville, ‘Fine and Dandy.’ 

Savoy, ‘Man Who Came to Dinner.’ 
Strand, ‘Rebecca.’ 

Victoria Palace, ‘20 to 1.’ 
Westminster, ‘Baby Mine.’ 
Wyndham’s, ‘Quiet Weekend.’ 


Tonight.’ 





Harry Hunter, Paramount's man- 
aging director in Australia, has 
gone to Hollywood preparatory to 
returning to Sydney sometime this 
month, 
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GARY COOPER | 
“SERGEANT YORK 
WALTER BRENNAN «JOAN LESLIE 


GEORGE TOBIAS © STANLEY RIDGES 


A HOWARD HAWKS PRODUCTION 
Original Screen Play by Abem Finkel & Harry 
Chandiee and Howard Koch & John Huston 
Based Upon the Diary of Sergeant York 
Produced by JESSE L. LASKY and HAL B. WALLIS 
Music by Max Steiner 
A Werner Bros.-First National Picture 
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Advance Production Chart 





Hollywood, June 30. 

Studios here are undergoing, or have already com- 
pleted, the transition from 1941-42 production to that 
of the new season, 1942-43. Monogram, Columbia, 
Republic and Universal have announced their next 
season’s schedules. The remaining lots are working 
out details and shortly will make known just what pro- 
duction output they expect to make for 1942-43 season. 
Monogram, for next season, has promised a total of 50 
films, of which 34 are to be features, 16 will be west- 





erns. Columbia will deliver to its exhibitors 68 films, 
namely, 48 features, 16 westerns and four serials. 
Republic has contracted to make 70 pictures, including 
34 features, 32 westerns, and four serials, and Universal 
will make 66 productions in 55 features, four serials 
and seven westerns. At the end of credits shown in 
‘Variety’ chart (1941-42) designates whether picture ts 
current year’s output or next season’s. If no date ts 
given after credits, refer to table under studio name 
where date of film’s release is noted, 








Columbia 
° - N 
erry ’ pared “— Cutting To go 
Features ......... 48 1 4 4 39 
Westerns ........ 16 0 2 1 13 
Serials ...... inoen 4 0 0 1 a 
| re ee 68 1 6 6 55 


Pictures in cutting room or awaiting relase: 

BAD MEN OF THE HILLS, formerly VALLEY OF 
LAWLESS MEN, western; prod., Jack Fier; dir., Wil- 
liam Berke; original screenplay, Luci Ward; camera, 


Benjamin Kline. Cast: Charles Starrett, Russell 
Hayden, Luana Walters, Cliff Edwards, Alan Bridges, 
Stanley Brown (1941-42). 


THE TALK OF THE TOWN, comedy-drama; prod.- 
dir.. George Stevens; no writing credits; camera, 
Tetzlaff. Cast: Cary Grant, Jean Arthur, Ronald Col- 
man, Edgar Buchanan, Gienda Farrell, Lloyd Bridges. 
Emma Dunn, Eddie Laughton, Clyde Fillmore, Leonid 
Kinskey, Ferike Boros, George Watts, Rex Ingram, 
Frank Thomas (1941-42). 


ATLANTIC CONVOY, sea drama; prod., Colbert 
Clark; dir., Lew Landers; no tage credits; camera, 
Henry Freulich. Cast: Erik Rolf Laughton, Wil- 
liam Vaughn, Frank Alten, Stanley Brown, Richard 
Lyon, Ernest Severn, Yvonne Severn, Shirlee Collier, 
Bobbie Cooper, John Beal, Virginia Field, Bruce Ben- 
nett, Clifford Severn, Larry Parks, Lloyd Bridges, 
Victor Kilian, Robert Stevens, Hans Schumm, Chuck 
Hamilton (1941-42), 


THE LONE WOLF IN SCOTLAND YARD, mystery; 
prod., Wallace MacDonald; dir., Edward Dmyt k; no 
writing credits; camera, Phil Tannura. Cast: 
William, Eric Blore, Hillary Brooke, Thurston Hall, 
Fred Kelsey, Matthew Boulton, Morton Lowry, Leslie 
Denison, Billy Bevan, Forrest Tucker, Kurt Katch, 
Ed Laughton, Clyde Cook, Stanley Logan, Keith Hitch- 
cock, Wyndham Standing, Tom Stevenson (1941-42), 


BLONDIE FOR VICTORY, domestic comedy; prod., 
Robert Sparks; dir., Frank Strayer; no writing credits; 
camera, Henry Freulich. Cast: Penny Singleton, 
Arthur Lake, Larry Simms, Jonathan Hale, Almira 
Sessions, George Backus, Daisy, Frank Scully (1941-42), 


SABOTAGE SQUAD, formerly FINGERS, drama; 
prod., Jack Fier; dir., Lew Landers; no —— credits; 
camera, Franz Planer. Cast: Bruce Bennett, Kay Har- 
ris, Edward Norris, George McKay, Sidney Blackmer, 
John Tyrrell, Don Beddoe, Eddie Laughton, Edward 
Hearn, Pat Lane, John Dilson, Ethan Laidlaw, Jack 
Passin, Hugh Prosser, Cy Ring (1941-42), 


MAN’S WORLD, drama; prod., Wallace MacDonald; 
dir., Charles Barton; no writing credits; camera, George 
Meehan. Cast: Roger Pryor, William Wright, Mar- 

uerite Chapman, Larry Parks, Wynne Gibson, Clancy 
Sosnee, Lloyd Bridges, Frank Sully, Ferris Taylor, 
Alan Bridge, James Millican, Al Hill, Eddie Kane, 
Ralph Peters. 


PERILS OF THE ROYAL MOUNTED, action; prod., 
Larry Darmour; dir., James W. Horne; original screen 
play, Basil Dickey, Scott Littleton, Louis Heifetz, Jesse 
A. Duffy; camera, James S. Brown, Jr. Cast: Robert 
Stevens, Kenneth MacDonald, Herbert Rawlinson, Nell 
O’Day, John Elliott, Nick Thompson, Art Miles, Rich- 
ard Fiske, Richard Vallin, Forrest Taylor, Kermit May- 
nard, George Chesebro, Jack Ingram (1941-42). 


LUCKY LEGS, comedy drama; prod., Wallace Mac- 
Donald; dir., Charles Barton; no writing credits; cam- 
era, Philip Tannura. Cast: Jinx Falkenburg, Kay Har- 
ris, Russell Hayden, William Wright, Don Beddoe, 
Frank Sully, Leslie Brooks. 


MY SISTER EILEEN, comedy; prod., Max Gordon; 
dir, Alexander Hall; no writing credits; camera, Jo- 
seph Walker. Cast: Rosalind Russell, Brian Aherne, 
Janet Blair, Frank Sully, Jeff Donnell (1941-42). 


STAND BY ALL NETWORKS, war drama; prod., 
Jack Fier; dir., Lew Landers; no writing credits; cam- 
era, Henry Freulich. Cast: John Beal, Florence Rice, 
Kenneth MacDonald, Alan Baxter, Don Beddoe, Mar- 
garet Hayes, Mary Treen, John Tyrrell. 

PARDON MY GUN, western; prod., Jack Fier; dir., 
William Berke; no writing credits; camera, George 
Meehan. Cast: Charles Starrett, Alma Carroll, Noah 
Beery,. Lloyd Bridges, Bob Stevens, Dick Curtis, Ted 
Mates, Arthur Hunnicutt (1941-42). 

Columbia Films in Production 


YOU WERE NEVER LOVELIER, musical; prod., 
Lou Edelman; dir., William Seiter; no writing credits; 
camera, Ted Tetzlaff. Cast: Fred Astaire, Rita Hay- 
worth, Adolphe Menjou, Xavier Cugat and his band, 
Isobel Elsom, Leslie Brooks,: Adele Mara, Catherine 
Craig, Gus Schilling. 

BOSTON BLACKIE, mystery; prod., Wallace Mac- 
Donald; dir., Michael Gordon; no writing credits; cam- 
era, Henry Freulich. Cast: Chester Morris, Richard 
Lane, George E. Stone, Constance Worth, Lloyd Cor- 
rigan, William Wright, Forrest Tucker, John Tyrrell. 


SMITH OF MINNESOTA, collegian; prod., Jack Fier; 
dir., Lew Landers; no writing credits; camera, Phil Tan- 
nura. Cast: Bruce Smith, Arline Judge, Warren Ashe, 
Douglas Leavitt, Don Beddoe, Rosemary De Camp, 
Kay Harris, Robert Stevens. 


THE DEPERADOES, western in Technicolor; prod., 
Harry Joe Brown; dir., Charles Vidor; no writing cred- 
its; camera, George Meehan. Cast: Randolph Scott, 
Glenn Ford, Evelyn Keyes, Claire Trevor, Edgar 
Buchanan. 


THE DARING YOUNG MAN, comedy-drama; prod., 
Robert Sparks; dir., Frank R. Strayer; no writing 
credits; camera, Franz Planer. Cast: Joe E. Brown, 
Marguerite Chapman, Claire Dodd, Roger Clark, Wil- 
liam Wright, Don Beddoe, Lloyd Bridges, Frank Sully, 
Eddie Laughton. 

THE LAW OF THE BADLANDS, western; prod., 
Leon Barsha; dir., William Berke; no writing credits; 
camera, Benjamin Kline. Cast: Russell Hayden, Bob 
Wills, Walter ‘Dub’ Taylor, Lucille Lambert, 


arren . 





Metro 





Promised Com- Shoot- Now 
“41-42 pieted ing Cutting To go 
ere 50 49 8 7 0 


Pictures in cutting room or awaiting release: 


REB LIGHT, drama; prod., Pandro Berman; dir., 
Wesley Ruggles; no writing credits; camera, Hal Ros- 
son. Cast: Clark Gable, Lana Turner, Lee Patrick. 


ME AND MY GAL, vaudeviller; prod., Arthur Freed; 
dir., Busby Berkeley; no writing credits; camera, no 
credit. Cast: Judy Garland, George Murphy, Gene 
Keliy, Martha Eggerth, Richard Quine, Ben Blue. 


RANDOM HARVEST, drama; prod., Sidney Franklin; 
dir., Mervyn LeRoy; story based on novel by James 
Hilton; camera, Joseph Ruttenberg. Cast: Ronald Col- 
man, Greer Garson, Philip Dorn. 


CAIRO, drama; prod., Joseph Mankiewicz; dir., W.S. 
Van Dyke; no writing credits; camera, Ray June. Cast: 
Jeanette MacDonald, Robert Young. 


SEVEN SISTERS, comedy-drama; prod., Joseph Pas- 
ternack; dir., Frank Borzage; no writing credits; cam- 
era, George Folsey. Cast: Van Heflin, Kathryn Gray- 
son, Marsha Hunt, Diana Lewis, Cecilia Parker, Frances 
Rafferty, Frances Raeburn, S. Z. Sakall. 


TISH, comedy; prod., O. O. Dull; dir., S. Sylvan 
Simon; no writing credits; camera, Paul Vogel. Cast: 
Marjorie Main, Aline MacMahon, Lee Bowman, Vir- 
ginia Grey. 


A YANK AT ETON, comedy-drama; prod., John Con- 
sidine; dir., Norman Taurog: no writing credits; camera, 
Karl Freund. Cast: Mickey Rooney, Freddie Bartholo- 
mew, Ian Hunter, Juanita Quigley, Edmund Gwenn. 


WAR VS. MRS. HADLEY, melodrama; prod., Irving 
Asher; dir., Harold Bucquet; original screenplay, George 
Oppenheimer; camera, Karl Freund. Cast: Fay Bain- 
ter, Ed Arnold, Van Johnson, Connie Gilchrist, Richard 
Ney, Jean Rogers. 


Metro Pix in Production 


WHITE CARGO, drama; prod., Victor Saville; dir., 
Richard Thorpe; original and screenplay, Leon Gordon: 
camera, Harry Stradling. Cast: Hedy Lamarr, Walter 
Pidgeon, Frank Morgan, Bramwell Fletcher. 


EYES IN THE NIGHT, drama; prod., Jack Chertok; 
screenplay, Howard Emmett Rogers, Guy Trosper; cam- 
era, Robert Planck. Cast: Edward Arnold, Ann Hard- 
ing, Donna Reed, Reginald Denny. 


ANDY HARDY’S LAST FLING, comedy-drama; 
prod., General Office; dir, George Seitz; no writing 
credits; camera, George Folsey. Cast: Mickey Rooney, 
Lewis Stone, Fay Holden, Esther Williams. 


QX TRAIN, caravan; prod., Jack Chertok; dir., Eddie 
Buzzell; no writing credits; camera, Sid Wagner. Cast: 
James Craig, Dean Jagger, Pamela Blake, Edward Ellis, 
Chill Wills, Donald Meek. 


THE MAN ON AMERICA’S CONSCIENCE, histor- 
ical drama; prod. J. Walter Ruben; dir., William 
Dieterle; no writing credits; camera, Harold Rosson. 
Cast: Van Heflin, Ruth Hussey, Lionel Barrymore, Mar- 
jorie Main. 

REUNION, drama; prod., Joseph L. Mankiewicz; 
dir., Jules Dassin; no writing credits; camera, William 
Daniels. Cast: Joan Crawford, Philip Dorn. 

JOURNEY FOR MARGARET, drama; prod., B. F. 
Fineman; dir., Herbert Kline; no writing credits; cam- 
era, Paul Vogel. Cast: Robert Young, Laraine Day. 

WHISTLING IN DIXIE, comedy mystery; prod., 
George Haight; dir.. S. Sylvan Simon; no writing 
credits; camera, Clyde De Vinna. Cast: Red Skelton, 
Ann Rutherford, Diana Lewis, Rags Ragland. 





Monogram 
Promised Com- Shoot- Now 
"41-42 pleted ing Cutting Toro 
Features ..ccoccee SM 1 2 2 29 
Westerns ........ 16 0 2 0 14 
a 50 1 4 2 43 


Pictures in cutting room or awaiting release: 

LURE OF THE ISLANDS, melodrama; prod., Linds- 
ley Parsons; dir., Jean Yarbrough; original screenplay, 
Edmond Kelso; camera, Mack Stengler. Cast: Robert 
Lowery, Big Boy Williams, Margie Hart, Ivan Lebedeff, 
John Bleifer, Warren Hymer, Satini Puailoa, John Ca- 
eey Gale Storm, Jerome Sheldon, Kam Tong, Angelo 

ruz. 

SMART ALEC, comedy; prod., Sam Katzman; dir., 
Wallace Fox; original screenplay, Harvey H. Gates; 
camera, Mack Stengler. Cast: Leo Gorcey, Bobby Jor- 
dan, Huniz Hall, Gabriel Dell. 

HILLBILLY BLITZKRIEG, comedy; prod., Ed Gross; 
dir., Roy Mack; screen play, Roy S. Harris; camera, 
Marcel Le Picard. Cast: Edgar Kennedy, Bud Duncan, 
Cliff Nazarro, Doris Linden, Lucien Littlefield (1941-42). 

Monogram Pix in Production 

RIDERS OF THE WEST, western; prod., Scott R. 
Dunlap; dir., Howard Bretherton; original screen play, 
Jess Bowers; camera, Harry Neumann. Cast: Buck 
Jones, Tim McCoy, Raymond Hatton (1941-42), 

ARIZONA STAGECOACH, : western; prod., George 
W. Weeks; dir., S. Roy Luby; no writing credits; cam- 
era, Bob Cline. Cast: Ray Corrigan, Max Terhune, 
John King, Nell O’Day (1941-42), 

KING OF THE STALLIONS, horse saga; prod.-dir., 
Edward Finney; original story, Roger Merton; screen- 
play, Arthur St. Claire and Sherman Lowe; camera, 
Marcel Le Picard. Cast: Nakoma (the stallion), Sally 
Cairans, Chief Thunderbird, Chief Yowlachie (1941-42). 

POLICE BULLETS, melodrama; prod., Lindsley Par- 
sons; dir., Jean Yarbrough; screenplay, Edmond Kelso 
and Ande Land; camera, unassigned. Cast: John 
Archer, Warren Hymer. 


(Continued on page 22) 





Drama; W—Western; D—Drame; 


FILM BOOKING CHART 


(For information of theatre and film exchange bookers VaRirty presents 
a complete chart of feature releases of all the American distributing com- 
panies for the current quarterly period. Date of reviews as given in 

Vantery and the running time of prints are included.) 
Key to Type Abdvreviations: M—Melodrama; C—Comedy; CD—Comedy 
RD—Romantic Drama; MU~—Musical. 
Figures herewith indicate date of Varrety’s review and running time. 





WEEK OF RELEASE—5/7/42 





Desperate Chance for Ellery Queen (Ccl) 
Corpse Vanishes (Mono) 6/3 

The Great Man’s Lady (Par) 3/18 
Scattergood Rides High (RKO) 3/18 
My Gal Sal (20th) 4/22 

Broadway (U) 5/6 


D 
c 
M 


64 
90 
65 
101 
89 


W. Gargan-M. Lindsay 
B. Lugosi 

B. Stanwyck-J. McCrea 
G. Kibbee-D. Moore 

R. Hayworth-V. Mature 
G. Raft-P. O’Brien 





WEEK OF RELEASE—5/14/42 





Not A Lady’s Man (Col) 

The Devil’s Trail (Col) 

She’s In The Army (Mono) 

This Gun for Hire (Par) 3/18 
Grand Central Murder (M-G) 4/22 
Mayor of 44th Street (RKO 3/18 
Remember Pearl Harbor (Rep) 5/13 
Romance on the Range (Rep) 


The Mad Martindales (20th) 4/22 
Ships With Wings (UA) 12/7 
Mystery of Marie Rogert (U) 4/8 


In This Our Life (WB) 4/8 


= 
E+ fot 1-hol- + tot lo 


80 
72 
86 
15 
55 


P. Kelly-F. Wray 

. Elliott+T, Ritter 

. Ann Borg-L. Talbot 
. Lake-R. Preston 
Heflin-P, Dane 
Murphy-A. Shirley 
. Barrie-F. MacKenzie 
Rogers-G. Hayes 
Withers-M. Weaver 
Clements-L. Banks 
Knowles-M. Montez 
Davis-O, deHavilland 


<o 


BUMS S< 





WEEK OF RELEASE—5/21/42 





Sweetheart of the Fleet (Col) 
Vanishing Virginian (M-G) 
Let’s Get Tough (Mono) 
Syncopation (RKO 5/6 
Whispering Ghost (20th) 4/22 

Who Is Hope Schuyler? (20th) 3/11 
Almost Married (U) 

The Spoilers (U) 4/15 


12/3 


MU 
D 
Cc 


MU 


Cc 
M 
Cc 
M 


101 
88 
15 
55 


87 


d. Davis-J. Falkenburg 

F. Morgan-K. Grayson 

T. Brown-F. Rice 

A. Menjou-J. Cooper 

M., Berle-B. Joyce 

J. Allen, Jr.-M. Howard 
R. Paige-J. Frazee 

M. Dietrich-R. Scott 





WEEK OF RELEASE—5/28/42 





Meet the Stuarts (Col) 5/20 
Down Texas Way (Mono) 

In Old California (Rep) 6/10 
Stardust On The Sage (Rep) 5/27 
The Cyclone Kid (Rep) 

Falcon Takes Over (RKO) 5/6 
Moontide (20th) 4/22 

Miss Annie Rooney (UA) 5/27 
Juke Girl (WB) 4/8 


Zevessste, 


72 


W. Holden-F. Day 
B. Jones-T. McCoy 
J. Wayne-B,. Barnes 
G. Autry-S. Burnett 
D. Barry-L. Merrick 
G. Sanders-L. Bari 
J. Gabin-I. Lupino 

8S. Temple-W. Gargan 
A. Sheridan-R. Regan 





WEEK OF RELEASE—6/4/42 





Submarine Rater (Col) 

We Were Dancing (M-G)_ 1/21 
One Mysterious Night (Mono) 
Come on Danger (RKO) 12/31 
Moonlight Masquerade (Rep) 
Tough As They Come (U) 

Lady Gangster (WB) 


Rao Skok 


J. Howard-M. Chapman 
N. Shearer-N, Coward 
J. Beal 

T. Holt-F. Neal 

D. O’Keefe-B. Kean 

B. Halop-B. Dunsley 

F. Emerson-J. Bishop 





WEEK OF RELEASE—6/11/42 





They All Kissed the Bride (Col) 
My Favorite Spy (RKO) 5/6 
Thru Different Eyes (20th) 6/3 
Private Buckaroo (U) 6/3 
Danger in the Pacific (U) 

Silver Bullet (U) 

The Big Shot (WB) 6/3 f 
The Magnificent Dope (20th) 6/3 


6/3 


Cc 


Cc 


86 
85 
67 
68 


82 
84 


M. Douglas-J. Crawford 
K. Kyser-E. Drew 

F. Craven-M. Howard 
Andrews Sis.—J. E. Lewis 
D. Terry-L. Carrillo 

J. MacBrown-F. Knight 
H. Bogart-J. Manning 

H. Fonda-D. Ameche 





WEEK OF RELEASE 6/18/42 





Parachute Nurse (Col) 

Riders of The Northlands (Col) 
Powder Town (RKO) 5/13 
Lady In A Jam (U) 

Phantom Plainsmen (Rep) 


M 
w 
M 

Cc 
w 


79 


M. Chapman-P. Clark 
C. Starrett-R. Hayden 
V. MacLaglen-E. O’Brien 
I. Dunn-F, Knowles 

B. Steel-T, Tyler 





WEEK OF RELEASE—6/25/42 





Rubber Racketeers (Mono) 
Mexican Spitfire Sees Ghost (RKO 


There’s One Born Every Minute (U) 
Friendly Enemies (UA) 





M 


5/3 C 
Ten Gentlemen from West Point (20th) 6/3 M * 
Cc 0 


70 


R. Cortez-R. Hudson 

L. Velez-E. Errol 

G. Montgomery-M. O’Hara 
H. Herbert-T. Brown 

C. Winninger-C. Ruggles 





WEEK OF RELEASE 17/2/42 





Atlantic Convoy (Col) 

Lure of the Islands (Mono) 
Sons of the Pioneers (Rep) 
Postman Didn’t Ring (20th) 
Deep in Heart of Texas (U) 
Sergeant York (WB) 7/2/41 


M J. Beal-V. Field 

M M, Hart 

w R. Rogers-G. Hays 
Cc R. Travis-B. Joyce 

Cc R, Stock-B. Crawford 
D 134 G. Cooper-J. Leslie 





WEEK OF RELEASE—7/9/42 





Top Sergeant (U) 
Flight Lieutenant (Col) 
Tumble Weed Trail (PRC) 


Cc 
D 


w 


L. Carrillo-A, Devine 
P. O’Brien-G. Ford 
B. Boyd-A. Davis 





WEEK OF RELEASE—7/16/42 





Prairie Gunsmoke (Col) 

Drums of the Congo (U) 

Wings for the Eagle (WB) 6/3 
Jone of Ozark (Rep) 

Arizona Bound (Mono) 9/10/41 





w 
M 
M 

Cc 
w 


85 
58 


B. Elliot-T. Ritter 

8. Erwin-O. Munson 

A. Sheridan-D. Morgan 
J. Canova-J. E. Brown 
B. Jones-T. McCoy 





WEEK OF RELEASE—7/23/42 





Escape from Crime (WB) 


6/3 
This Above All (20th) 5/13 


M 
D 


51 
118 


R. Travis-J. Bishop 
T. Power-J. Fontaine 





TRADESHOWN AND FOR FUTURE RELEASE 





Torpedo Boat (Par) 
Fly by Night (Par) 
This Time for Keeps (M-G) 
True to the Army (Par) 3/18 
Mokey (M-G) 3/25 
Lady Gangster (WB) 4/8 
Tarzan’s N. Y. Adventure (M-G) 
Sunday Punch (M-G) 4/15 
About Face (UA) 4/15 

Ship Ahoy (M-G) 4/22 

Tortilla Flat (M-G) 4/22 

Night in New Orleans (Par) /é 
Sweater Girl (Par) 5/6 
Beyond the Blue Horizon (Par) 
Mrs. Miniver (M-G) 5/13 

I Married an Angel (M-G) 5/20 
Once Upon a Thursday (M-G) 5/20 
Her Cardboard Lover (M-G) 5/27 
Bambi (RKO) 5/27 

Man (M-G 5/27 
Yankee Doodle Dandy (WB) 6/3 

Spy Ship (WB) 6/3 

The Gay Sisters (WB) 6/3 

It Happened in Flatbush (20th) 6/3 
Pierre of the Plains (M-G) 6/17 
Jackass Mail (M-G) 6/17 

Calling Dr. Gillespie (M-G) 6/17 
Holiday Inn (Par) 6/17 

Eagle Squadron (U) 6/17 
Tombstone (Par) 6/17 

I Live in Danger (Par) 6/17 

Are Husbands Necessary (Par) 6/17 


1/21 
1/21 3 
2/11 


4/15 


5/6 





Crossroads (M-G) 6/24 
Apache Trail (M-G) 6/24 
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R. Arlen-J, Parker 

N. Kelly-R. Carlson 

A. Rutherford-B. Sterling 

J. Canova-A. Jones 

D. Dailey-D. Reed 

F. Emerson-J. Bishop 

J. Weissmuller-M. O'Sullivan 

W. Lundigan-J. Rogers 

W. Tracy-J. Sawyer 

E. Powell-R. Skelton 

S. Tracy-H. Lamarr 

D. Lamour-R. Denning 

E. Bracken-J. Preisser 

D. Lamour-R. Denning 

G. Garson-W. Pidgeon 

J. MacDonald-N. Eddy 

M. Hunt-R. Carison 

N. Shearer-R. Taylor 
Disney Cartoon) 
Sothern-R. Skelton 

. Cagney-J. Leslie 

. Stevens-I. Manning 
Stanwyck-G. Brent 

. Nolan-C. Landis 

. Carroll-R, Hussey 

. Beery-M. Main 

. Barrymore-P. Dorn 

. Crosby-F. Astaire 

. Stack-D. Barrymore 

Dix-K. Taylor 

C. Morris-J,. Parker 

R. Milland-B. Field 

W. Powell-H. Lamarr 

L. Nolan-D. Reed 
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ADMISSION PRICES 
AND “MRS. MINIVER” 


e f 
The Li ne That Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer announces the early availability of | 


“Mrs. Miniver,”’ a picture conceded by many to be one of the 
greatest in the history of our industry. . | 


| * ? 
WI So © n St refc i? : Some exhibitors have advocated its presentation at advanced 


admission prices. The merit of the picture surely deserves, 
this recognition. 








Nevertheless, Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer desires this film to be 


' 
Ac ross Am <a r | C Gi i played to the greatest number of people in the shortest possible, a” 


space of time. 








This picture really belongs to the people. | 


For this reason we have decided to offer “Mrs. Miniver” 
to our customers without any provision for increased ad-, 


mission prices to the public. 
NICHOLAS M. SCHENCK, 
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2 ee. line, but “The newspapers | | 

{ “The foyer is ‘Mrs. Miniver’ _ say it broke the i 

packed too, but is different! 10-year record of a 

thank heaven, All my The Music Hall.” 18 
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‘l had to wait 
on this same line 
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7 the Year,’ ‘Tortilla 
*‘Wonder how many ***Mrs. Miniver’ Flat’ and The : 
more weeks ‘Mrs. | is Redbook q See Story. 
Miniver’ will be Magazine’s | nly G ns = is 
here? It’s just as ‘Picture of the ee ¥ 
crowded starting Month’. And i ie company 
the fifth week as it now Liberty makes the best ) 
oe the first!”’ picks it too. pictures. ae 
—_ I never read 
a such reviews 
on a movie 
before!” 
Vi ae you think y 
ie ( qe’ll get in 
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Wisc.-Mich. Indies 


Take Their Beef 








On 7% Pix Direct to Thurman Arnold 





Milwaukee, June 30. 

Independent exhibitors through- 
out Wisconsin and Michigan are cur- 
rently deluging Thurman Arnold, of 
the Department of Justice in Wash- 
ington, with petitions protesting 
against the percentage deals and pre- 
ferred playing time being demanded 
more and more by the producers. 
The indies have been squawking for 
months about the booking conditions 
imposed upon them without getting 
anywhere, and their newest move is 
being made after long mulling by the 


Independent Theatres Protective 
Ass’n of Wisconsin and Upper Mich- 
igan. 


While business for the indies in the 
largest towns has been spotty, -al- 
though as a whole good on week- 
ends, the rubber situation, coupled 
with the departure of younger men 
for the nation’s armed forces and 
their elders for defense jobs in the 
war plant industrial centers, has 
wrought havoc in the smaller towns, 
many of which are now mere desert- 
ed villages, and theatre business has 
been brutal, many houses remaining 
closed part of the week and opening 
only weekends and certain special 
week nights. 

Petition sent to the Department of 
Justice follows: 


We, the undersigned, as inde- 
pendent owners of motion pic- 
ture theatres, feel that your De- 
partment should have notice of a 
concerted policy adopted by 
some producers. 

This policy, heretofore en- 
forced principally by Loew’s, 
while unfair, was tolerable be- 
cause we could absorb some de- 
gree of unfairness. Now we face 
the combined demands of Loew’s, 
20th Century-Fox, RKO, Vita- 
graph and Paramount, and in 
some measure the others as well 
for 1941-1942 season for: (a) de- 
mand for percentage contracts 
from 35% to 50%; (b) guaranteed 
minimum; (c) preferred playing 
time; (d) rise in admission price 
in some cases. This only as a 
beginning, as we are told to ex- 
pect an increase in the number 
of percentage pictures. 

We, as the owners of the rela- 
tively smaller theatres, are pri- 
marily dependent upon week- 
end and holiday (preferred time) 
business for our profit. Unlike 
large theatres, our business does 
not fluctuate greatly, and there- 
fore cannot justify the need of 
percentages to offset fluctuations. 
A percentage contract seldom, if 
ever, can benefit us. It there- 
fore becomes impossible for the 
average independent owner to 
survive when the number of 
week-ends and holidays, in the 
aggregate, are taken away from 
him by the producers’ demands 
that percentage contracts must 
be accepted or you will not re- 

ceive a fair offer or even a 
chance to obtain features li- 
censed on a flat rental basis. 

Percentage contracts as a con- 
certed policy is more vicious in 
its effects on independent exhib- 
itors than the abuses you have 
attempted to restrain — ‘block 
booking,’ ‘blind buying’ and 
‘forcing of shorts.’ Our playing 
time, profits, and even admission 
prices are controlled. Refusal to 
submit is to risk being forced out 
of business. 

Every indie operator in the terri- 
tory has been contacted by the asso- 
ciation with an urgent appeal to sign 
the circularized petitions pronto and 
forward them immediately to Thur- 
man Arnold in the hope that they 
will accomplish something. 


Otterson Building Boats 


John E. Otterson, formerly head 
of ERPI and Paramount, came into 
limelight last week again when his 
newly formed shipbuilding company 
landed a big Government boat con- 
tract. 

His company would turn out a 
line of secret cargo vessels for the 











Miss O’Hara’s Op 
Hollywood, June 30. 

Maureen O’Hara is out of the 
femme lead at 20th-Fox opposite 
Jack Benny in ‘The Meanest Man.’ 

The actress is checking in at St. 
Vincent’s Hospital for a major opera- 
tion as soon as she completes added 
scenes in ‘Black Swan.’ 





Jolson 


Continued from page 4 





denly in an underground plane field, 
where some seven or 10 soldiers 
haven't seen daylight for days, and 
doing a show for them—the first en- 
tertainment they’ve had in months— 
is something that, says Jolson, 
transcends any big-time booking at 
the Palace or Winter Garden. 


The need and the hunger of our 
service men for divertissement in 
these outposts is almost unbeliev- 
able, if Alaska—Anchorage, Juneau, 
Fairbanks, Nome, etc.—are any cri- 
terions. They have. no shortwave 
radios, no phonograph records (and 
how they could use both!), inade- 
quate reading matter. There’s one 
USO center in Fairbanks, but that’s 
all. No 16 mm. films. In Fairbanks 
Jolson paid $1.25 in a creep joint to 
see ‘Broadway Melody’ (of 1936). 


Everything’s high: 15c for a four- 
page tabloid ‘newspaper’ and fantas- 
tic prices for any sort of edibles, 
rooms. Day laborers, kitchen me- 
chanics, et al., get fancy wages ($350 
a month and keep for construction 
labor is not unusual), but costs are 
commensurately high, 


Pianist Freed, who just returned 
to New York with Jolson, admits 
that he ‘won’t be himself for an- 
other two months’ after their Alaska 
barnstorming experiences, but both 
also add that, while they might not 
fancy being booked back for a ‘return 
engagement’ under those trying cir- 
cumstances, they would never have 
wanted to miss their memorable 
junket. 


When Jolson will take off again 
for an overseas entertainment junket 
depends on General Osborne. His 
destination, of course, is a secret. 
The D.C. authorities, however, have 
again formally extended their appre- 
ciation to Jolson for his yeoman 
contribution to military morale. 











| Army Takeover 


Continued from page 4=— 


to be housed in the various beach- 
front hotels just as soon as they can 
be brought here.’ This announce- 
ment was made by U. S. Senator 
William H. Smathers on Thursday 
(25). Senator Smathers said he had 


been assured by Secretary Knox and 
Secretary Stimson that ‘as soon as 
arrangements were completed by the 
resort hotels, the men would be 
brought here.’ 


In addition to the 15,000, it is 
planned to bring 100,000 soldiers to 
be stationed along the coast from 
Asbury Park down to Wildwood or 
Cape May. 

As far as the hotels here are con- 
cerned, there is nothing but enthus- 
iasm for the project of housing the 
air corps. Army Officers, including 
former hotel managers, of whom 
Major Richard Dailey, former man- 
ager of Hotel New Yorker, was a 
member, inspected the various 
beachfront hostelries—with local ho- 
tel managers vieing for positions of 
entertaining officers. 

Convention Hall figured prom- 
inently in discussion as a huge ‘army 
university.’ This auditorium, with 
its 50,000 capacity and block square 
indoor field, would make ample drill 
shed and class and lecture halls, ac- 
cording to officers. 


Announcement of probability of 
army taking over the resort, has 
caused almost wave of hysteria of 
anticipation for this languishing re- 
sort. Hotel and amusement opera- 
tors have frankly stated that ‘if they 
survive the summer with fairly good 
crowds coming to escape heat, they 
know the fall will be an absolute 
bust.’ 


Nate Cohen, press director for 
Wielland-Lewis chain of film houses, 
said, ‘If the army comes here, it will 
be a ray of sunshine for our houses.’ 

Among hoteis said to be involved 
in deal are: President, Ritz-Carlton, 
Chelsea, Seaside, Strand, Marlbor- 
— Traymore, and Mor- 
on. 


More than 300 Coast Guard radio 
students arrived in Atlantic City Fri- 
day (26) to begin their courses of 
study at the old Elks Club building 
on Virginia avenue, near beach. The 
men have taken over the Clarendon 











hotel on Virginia avenue, and as 
their numbers increase after July 1, 
| will take over more hotels, 


Advance Production Chart 
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Paramount 





Promised -Com- Shoot- Now 
"41-42 pleted ing Cutting Toxo 
ED. aevssoee eos @ 37 3 16 0 
H. Sherman...... 9 & 0 3 0 
Fleischer .....cce¢ 1 1 0 0 0 
Pitta: aciccoccse & 46 3 19 0 


Pictures in cutting room or awaiting release: 


HOLIDAY INN (Irving Berlin) musical comedy; 

rod., dir. Mark Sandrich; screenplay, Claude Binyon; 
coond on original idea by irving erlin; camera, David 
Abel. Cast: Bing Crosby, Fred Astaire, Virginia Dale, 
Marjorie Reynolds, Walter Abel. 


AMERICAN EMPIRE, western; prod., Harry Sher- 
man; dir., William McGann; ee Don Hartman, 
Frank Butler; story by Melvin Frank, Norman Panama; 
camera, Russell Harlan. Cast: Richard Dix, Preston 
Foster, Frances Gifford, Leo Carrillo, Jack La Rue, 
Chris-Pin Martin, Ian MacDonald. 


I LIVE ON DANGER, drama; prods., William Pine- 
William Thomas; dir., Sam White: no writing credits; 
camera, Fred Jackman, Jr. Cast: Chester Morris, Jean 
Parker, Roger Pryor, Elisabeth Risdon, Douglas 
Fowley, Edward Norris, Dick Purcell, Bernadene 
Hayes, Alice White, Charlotte Henry, Ella Boros. 


THE PALM BEACH STORY, comedy; asso., prod., 
Paul Jones; dir., Preston Sturges; screenplay, Preston 
Sturges; camera, Victor Milner. Cast: Claudette Col- 
bert, Joel McCrea, William Demarest. 


WILDCAT, (adventure); prod., Wm. Pine and Wm. 
Thomas; dir., Frank McDonald: no writing credits; 
camera, Fred Jackman, Jr. Cast: Richard Arlen, Arline 
Judge, William Frawley, Buster Crabbe, Arthur Hunni- 
cutt, Elisha Cook, Jr., Ralph Sanford, Alec Craig, John 
Dilson, Ed Keane, Will Wright, Jessica Newcombe, Billy 
Benedict, Billy Nelson, Tom Kennedy, Fred Sherman, 
William Hall, John Fisher, Abdullah Abbass, Don 
Barclay, Dick Elliott. 


BORDER PATROL, formerly MISSING MEN, west- 
ern; prod., Harry Sherman; dir., Lesley Selander; no 
writing credits; camera, unassigned. Cast: William 
tn Pua Clyde, J. Kirby, Claudia Drake, Duncan 
Renaldo. 


I MARRIED A WITCH, drama; asso. prod., Preston 
Sturges; dir., Rene Clair; screenplay, Robert Pirosh 
and Mare Connelly; suggested by a story of Thorne 
Smith and completed by Norman Matson; camera, Ted 
Tetzlaff. Cast: Fredric March, Veronica Lake, Susan 
Hayward, Robert Benchley, Cecil Kellaway, Elizabeth 
Patterson, Esther Howard, Robert Warwick. 


GREAT WITHOUT GLORY, formerly TRIUMPH 

OVER PAIN, drama; prod.-dir., Preston Sturges; no 
writing credits; camera, Victor Milner. Cast: Joel 
McCrea, Betty Field, Susan Hayward, Harry Carey, 
Julius Tannen, Janet Beecher, Lora Lee. 
WAKE ISLAND, drama: asso. prod., Joseph Sistrom; 
dir., John Farrow; no writing credits; camera, Theodor 
Sparkuhl. Cast: Brian Donlevy, Robert Preston, 
Albert Dekker, Macdonald Carey, William Bendix, 
Barbara Britton. 


HAPPY GO LUCKY, musical in technicolor; asso. 
prod., Harold Wilson; dir., Curtis Bernhardt; no writing 
credits; camera, Karl Struss; color camera, Wilfred 
Cline. Cast: Mary Martin, Dick Powell, Eddie Bracken, 
Betty Hutton, Rudy Vallee, Mabel Paige, Clem Bevans, 
Sylvia Opert, Gene Cale, Frances Raymond, Irving Ba- 
con, Arthur Loft, Paul McVey, Donald Kerr, Lorraine 
Miller, Barbara Slater, Rebel Randall, Aileen Haley, 
Lynda Grey, Louise La Panche, Caleb Peterson, Kay 
Linaker, Jean Fenwick, Frederick Clark, Lillian Ran- 
dolph, Napoleon Simpson, Olaf Hytten, Harry Barris, 
Edgar Norton, Rita Christiana, Lancelot Pinard, Charles 
R. Moore, Leyland Hodgson. 


LADY BODYGUARD, drama; prod., Sol C. Siegel; 
asso. prod., Burt Kelley; dir., William Clemens; screen- 
play, Edmund Hartman, Art Arthur; based on story by 
Edward Haldeman, Vera Caspary; camera, Daniel Fapp. 
Cast: Eddie Albert, Anne Shirley, Raymond Walburn, 
Roger Pryor, Ed Brophy, Maude Eburne, Clem Bevans, 
Mary Treen, Gus Schilling, Charles Halton, Olin How- 
lin, Jack Norton, Donald MacBride, Emmett Vogan, 
John H. Dilson, Harlan Briggs, George M. Carleton, 
Gordon De Main, Frances Morris, Jack Stoney, Fred 
Graham, Kernan Cripps, Charles R. Moore, Sam Ash, 
Wilbur Mack, Jack Gardner. 


MY HEART BELONGS TO DADDY, comedy drama; 
prod., Sol C. Siegel; asso. prod., E. D. Leshin; dir., 
Robert Siodmak; original screenplay, F. Hugh Her- 
bert; camera, Daniel Fapp. Cast: Richard Carlson, 
Martha O’Driscoll, Frances Gifford, Cecil Kellaway, 
Florence Bates, Mabel Paige, Velma ‘Berg, Francis 


apag Fern Emmett, Betty Farrington, Milton Kib- 
ee. 


MRS. WIGGS OF THE CABBAGE PATCH, comedy 
drama; prod., Sol C. Siegel; asso. prod., Ralph Murphy; 
dir. Ralph Murphy; no writing credits; camera, Leo 
Tover. Cast: Fay Bainter, Carolyn Lee, Hugh Herbert, 
Vera Vague, Berbara Britton, Betty Brewer, Mary 
Thomas, Billy Lee, Carl ‘Alfalfa’ Switzer. 

THE FOREST RANGERS, technicolor adventure: 
asso. prod., Robert Sisk; dir., George Marshall; screen 
play, Harold Shumate; from a story by Thelma 
Strabel; camera, Charles Lang. Cast: Fred Mac- 
Murray, Paulette Goddard, Susan Hayward, Albert 
Dekker, Lynne Overman, Phillip Terry, Jim Brown. 


THE GLASS KEY, mystery; asso. prod., Fred Kohl- 
mar; dir., Stuart Heisler; screen play, Jonathan Lati- 
mer; based on novel by Dashiell Hammett; camera, 
Theodor Sparkunl. Cast: Brian Donlevy, Alan Ladd, 
Patricia Morison, Bonita Granville, Joseph Calleia. 

THE ROAD TO MOROCCO, comedy-drama; asso. 
prod., Paul Jones; dir., David Butler; no writing 
credits; no camera credit set. Cast: Bing Crosby, Bob 
Hope, Dorothy Lamour, Donna Drake, Vladimir Soko- 
loff, Mikhail Rasumny, Jamiel Hasson, Monte Blue, 
Louise La Planche, Theo de Voe, Brooke Evans, 
Suzanne Ridgway, Patsy Mace, Yvonne de Carlo, Poppy 
Wilde, Ralph Penney, Dan Seymour, Pete G. Katche- 
nero, Brandon Hurst, Richard Loo, Leo Mostovoy, 
George Givot, Leon Belasco. 


_ SILVER QUEEN, drama; prod., Harry Sherman; dir., 
Lioyd Baton; no writing credits; camera, Russell Har- 
lan. Cast: George Brent, Priscilla Lane, Bruce Cabot 
Eugene Pallette, Lynne Overman, Guinn ‘Big Boy’ 
Williams, Janet Beecher, Katharine Booth. 


STREET OF CHANCE, formerly THE BLACK 
CURTAIN, mystery; prod., Sol C. Siegel: asso., prod., 
Burt Kelly; dir, Jack Hively; screen play, Garrett 
Fort; based on story by Cornell Woolrich: camera, 
Theodor Sparkuhl. Cast: Burgéss Meredith, Claire 





Trevor, Sheldon Leonard, Jerome Cowan, Frieda Ines- 
cort, Adeline De- Walt Reynolds, Louise Platt, Arthur 





Loft, Edwin Maxwell, Milton Kibbee, George Watts, 
Gloria Williams, Keith Richards, Cliff Clark, Sonny 
a A Williams, Helen MacKellar, Ruth Gillette, Harry 
Tyler, Besse Wade, Ralph Dunn, James C. Morton, 


THE MAJOR AND THE MINOR, romantic comedy; 
prod., Arthur Hornblow; dir., Billy Wilder; no writing 
credits; camera, Leo Tover. Cast: Ginger Rogers, Ray 
Milland, Dorothy Comingore, Robert Benchley, Dolly 
Loehr, Edward Fielding Janet Beecher, Frankie 
Thomas, Jr., Charlie Smith, Dickie Jones, Billy Cook, 
Stanley Desmond, Mary Field, Will Wright, Freddie 
Mercer, Carlotta Jelm, Ethel Clayton, Lynda Grey, 
Gloria Williams, Tom Dugan, Tom McGuire, William 
ee George Anderson, Stanley Andrews, Emory 

arnell, 


PRIORITIES OF 1943, musical; prod., Sol C. Siegel; 
asso., prod., Burt Kelly; dir., Albert S. Rogell; no writ- 
ing credits; camera, Daniel Fapp. Cast: Betty Jane 
Rhodes, Johnnie Johnston, Ann Miller, Vera Vague 
(Barbara Jo Allen), Jerry Colonna. 


WRECKING CREW, action-drama; prods., William 
Pine and Williaim Thomas; dir. Frank McDonald; no 
writing credits; camera, Fred Jackman, Jr. Cast: 
Richard Arlen, Chester Morris, Jean Parker, Esther 
Dale, Pat West, Joe Sawyer, Frank Melton, William 
Hall, George McKay, Eddie Waller, Fred Sherman, 
Alexander Granach. 


Paramount Pix in Production 


NO TIME FOR LOVE, comedy-drama; asso. prod., 
Fred Kohlmar; dir., Mitchell Leisen; no writing credits; 
camera, Charles Lang. Cast: Claudette Colbert, Fred 
MacMurray, Richard Haydn, Ilka Chase, Paul McGrath, 
poe Havoc, Marjorie Gateson, Robert Herrick, Morton 

wry. 


FOR WHOM THE BELL TOLLS, drama; prod.-dir., 
Sam Wood; novel by Ernest Hemingway; camera, Ray 
Rennahan. Cast: Gary Cooper, Akim Tamiroff, Katina 
Paxinou, Joseph Calleia, Viadimir Sokoloff, Milkhail 
Rasumny, Edward Cianelli, Fortunio Bonanova, Dun- 
can Renaldo, Alexander Granach, Leonid Snegoff, Lilo 
Yarson, Martin Garralaga, Victor Varconi, Eric Fel- 
dary, Leo Bulgakoff, Feodor Chaliapin, Jean De Val, 
Armand Roland, Dick Botiller. 


STAR SPANGLED RHYTHM, musical; asso. prod., 
Joseph Sistrom; dir., George Marshall; no writing 
credits; camera, Leo Tover. Cast: Betty Hutton, Eddie 
Bracken, Victor Moore, Walter Abel, Anne Revere, 
Cass Daley, Gil Lamb, Cecil Kellaway, Edgar Dearing, 
Eddie ‘Rochester’ Anderson, Katherine Dunham, Walter 
Dare Wahl and Co., William Haade, Maynard Holmes, 
James Millican, Eddie Johnson, Slim and Slam, Louise 
La Planche, Lorraine Miller. 


Republic 





Promised Com- Shoot- Now 
"41-42 pleted ing Cutting To go 
Features ......... 34 0 1 2 31 
Westerns ........ 32 0 2 0 30 
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Pictures in cutting room or awaiting release: 


THE PERILS OF NYOKA, serial; prod. William 
O’Sullivan; dir., William Witney; original screen play, 
Ronald Davidson, Norman S. Hall, William Lizely, 
Joseph O’Donnell, Joseph Poland; camera, Reggie Lan- 
ning. Cast: Kay Aldridge, Lorna Gray, George Lewis, 
George Pembroke, Tristram Coffin, Forbes Murray, 
Charles Middleton, Robert Strange, Clayton Moore, 
William Benedict (1941-42). 


LAZYBONES, comedy; asso. prod., Harriet Parsons; 
dir., Joseph Santley; no writing credits; camera, Ernest 
Miller. ast: Judy Canova, Joe E. Brown, Eddie Foy, 
Jr., Alexander Granach, Anne Jeffreys, Otto Reichow, 
Wolfgang Zilzer, Don Curtis (1941-42). 


FLYING TIGERS, air saga; prod., Edmund Grainger; 
dir, David Miller; original screenplay, Kenneth 
Gamet; camera, Jack Marta. Cast: John Wayne, John 
Carroll, Anna Lee, Bill Shirley, Tom Neal, Paul Kelly, 
Edmund MacDonald, Gordon Jones, David Bruce, Bud 
McTaggart, Gregg Barton, John James, Jimmy Dood 
(1941-42), 


HI NEIGHBOR, comedy-drama; prod., Armand 
Schaefer; dir., Charles Lamont; no writing credits; 
camera, Ernest Miller. Cast: Lulu Belle and Scotty, 


Vera Vague, Pappy Cheshire. 

ICE-CAPADES REVUE, icer; prod., Robert North; 
dir., Bernard Vorhaus; no writing credits; camera, John 
Alton. Cast: Ice-Capades skating troupe personnel, 
Vera Vague, Jerry Colonna. 


Republic Pix in Production 


CALL OF THE CANYON, western; asso. prod., 
Harry Grey; dir., Joseph Santley; screenplay, Olive 
Cooper; original story, Maurice Rapf, Olive Cooper; 
camera, Reggie Lanning. 

SOMBRERO KID, western; prod.-dir., Harry Sher- 
man; screenplay, Norman S. Hall; original story, Eddy 
White, Doris Schroeder; camera, Bill Bradford. Cast: 
Don ‘Red’ Barry, Lynn Merrick, John James, Robert 
Homans, Joel Friedkin. 

THE OLD HOMESTEAD, hillbilly; prod. Armand 
Schaefer; dir., Frank MacDonald; screenplay, Dorrell 





and Stuart McGowan; camera, Ernest Miller. Cast: 

Weaver Bros. and Elviry. 

e 
RKO-Radio 
Promised Com- Shoot- Now 

41-42 pleted ing Cutting Togo 
Bee ccevsbeccaa ae 28 4 4 0 
Westerns eeeeeeaee 6 6 0 0 0 
W. Disney......... 3 0 0 0 3 
S. Goldwyn...... 3 2 0 0 0 
is CR cbeeces. 0 0 0 2 
W. Dieterle..... ae 1 0 0 1 
Jerrold Brandt... 3 2 6 1 0 
BZ. VORIOR. 0600 se 1 1 0 0 0 
WOE . cwccsnnt - 82 40 4 5 6 


Pictures in cutting room or awaiting release: 


_JQURNEY INTO FEAR, meller; prod., Orson Welles; 
dir, Norman Foster; no writing credits; camera, Kar 
S . Cast: Joseph Cotten, Dolores Del Rio, Agnes 
Moorehead, Ruth Warrick, Jack Durant, Eustace 
Wyatt, Edgar Barrier, Everett Sloane, Frank Readick, 
Richard Bennett, Bob Meltzer. 


SCATTERGOOD SURVIVES A MURDER, mystery; 
prod., Jerrold Brandt; dir., Christy Cabanne; no writing 
credits; camera, no credit. Cast: Guy Kibbee, Mar- 
garet Hayes, John Archer, Wallace Ford, Florence 
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Lake, John Miljan, Spencer Charters, Willie Best, Mar- 
oman McWade, Margaret Seddon. 


THE BIG STREET, comedy drama; prod., Damon 
Runyon; dir., Irving Reis; original, Damon Runyon; 
screen play, Leonard Spi, elgass; camera, Russell Metty. 
Cast: Henry Fonda, Lucille Ball, Barton MacLane, Sam 
Levene, Eugene Pallette, Ozzie Nelson and his band; 
Agnes Moorhead, Ray Collins. 


PIRATES OF THE PRAIRIE, western; prod., Bert 
Gilroy; dir. Howard Bretherton; screen play, Morton 
Grant and Doris Schroeder; camera, Nick Busurace. 
Cast: Tim Holt, Nell O’Day, Cliff Edwards. 


MEXICAN SPITFIRE’S ELEPHANT, comedy-drama; 
prod., Bert Gilroy; dir, Les Goodwins; no writing 
credits; camera, Jack McKenzie. Cast: Lupe Velez, 
Leon Errol, Elisabeth Rosdon, Walter Reed, Paul Parry. 


GUN LAW, western; prod., Bert Gilroy; dir., Sam 
Nelson; no writing credits; camera, Max Stengler. 
Cast: Tim Holt, Joan Barclay, Cliff Edwards, Bud Mc- 
Taggart, Ed Cassiday. 

RKO Pix in Production 

ONCE UPON A HONEYMOON, comedy-drama; 
prod.-dir. Leo McCarey; no writing credits; camera, 
George Barnes. Cast: Ginger Rogers, Cary Grant, 
George Sanders. 

HERE WE GO AGAIN, comedy; prod.-dir., Allan 
Dwan; no writing credits; camera, Frank Redman. 
Cast: Fibber McGee and Molly, Harold Peary, Sterling 
Holloway, Ariel Heath, Ginny Simms, Edgar Bergen. 

SWEET OR HOT, musical; prod.-dir., Tim Whelan; 
no writing credits; camera, Robert De Grasse. Cyst: 
Victor Mature, Lucille Ball, Freddie Martin and bana, 
Les Brown and band, Peter Lind Hayes, Marcy Mc- 
Guire, Mapy Cortes, Harold Peary, Buddy Clark. 

NAVY COMES THROUGH, war drama; prod., Islin 
Auster; dir., Eddie Sutherland; no writing credits; 
camera, Nick Musuraca. Cast: Pat O’Brien, George 
Murphy, Desi Arnaz, Jane Wyatt. 


20th Century-Fox 





Premised Com- Shoot- Now 
41-42 pleted ing Cutting To go 
Features ......... 48 51 6 12 0 
Westerms .......-. § 5 0 rt) 0 
Totals ..ccccece 53 56 6 12 1) 
Pictures in cutting room or awaiting release: 
TALES OF MANHATTAN, drama; prod., Boris 


Morros and S. P. Eagle; dir., Julien Duvivier; no writ- 
ing credits; camera, Josep. Walker. Cast: Charles 
Boyer, Rita Hayworth, Thomas Mitchell, Ginger 
Rogers, Henry Fonda, Charles Laughton, Elsa Lan- 
chester, Edward G. Robinson, W. C. Fields, Paul Robe- 
son, Ethel Waters, Eddie ‘Rochester’ Anderson, Hall 
Johnson Choir. 


THUNDER BIRDS, air drama in Technicolor; prod., 
Darryl F. Zanuck; dir., William Wellman, original, 
Laurence Stallings; screen play, Lamar Trotti; camera, 
Ernest Palmer. Technicolor, Ray Renahan. Cast: Gene 
Tierney, Preston Foster, Dana Andrews, Janis Carter, 
Dorothy Deering, Vivian Mason, Mary Scott, Claire 
James, Elaine Fenwick. 


THE LOVES OF EDGAR ALLAN POE, biography; 
prod., Bryan Foy; dir., Harry Lachman; no writing 
credits; camera, Lucien Andriot. Cast: John Shepperd, 
Linda Darnell, Virginia Gilmore, Harry Howard. 


A-HAUNTING WE WILL GO, Laurel-Hardy; prod., 
Sol M. Wurtzel; dir., Alfred Werker; original screen 
play, Lou Breslow; camera, Glenn MacWilliams. Cast: 
Stan Laurel, Oliver Hardy, John Sheiton, Brenda Joyce. 


FOOTLIGHT SERENADE, musical; prod., William 
Le Baron; dir., Gregory Ratoff; screenplay, Robert 
Ellis, Helen Logan, Lynn Starling. Based on story ty 
Fidel La Barba, Kenneth Earl; camera, Lee Garmes. 
Cast: Betty Grable, Victor Mature, John Payne. 


THE BLACK SWAN, adventure in Technicolor; 
prod., Darryl F. Zanuck; asso. prod., Robert Bassler; 
dir., Henry King; asst. dir. Henry Weinberg; novel by 
Rafael Sabatini; camera, Leon Shamroy, Cast: Tyrone 
Power, Maureen O’Hara, Laird Cregar, Thomas Mit- 
chell, George Sanders, Anthony Quinn, George Zucco. 


ORCHESTRA WIFE, musical-comedy; prod., William 
Le Baron; dir., John Brahm; original story, James 
Prindle; screenplay, Kar! Tunberg, Darrell Ware; cam- 
era, Lucien Ballard. Cast: George Montgomery, Glenn 
Miller and band, Lynn Bari, Cesar Romero, Carole 
Landis, Mary Beth Hughes. 


ICELAND, musical-comedy; prod., William Le Baron; 
dir., H. Bruce Humberstone; no writing credits; camera, 
Arthur Miller. Cast: Sonja Henie, John Payne, Jack 
Oakie, Felix Bressart, Osa Massen. 


TWELVE MEN IN A BOX, mystery; prod., Sol M. 
Wurtzel; dir., Herbert I. Leeds; no writing nor camera 
credits. Cast: Lloyd Nolan, Marjorie Weaver, Janis 
Carter, Richard Derr, Phil Silvers. 


CAREFUL—SOFT SHOULDERS, drama; prod., Wal- 
ter Morosco; dir., Oliver H. Garrett; screen play, Oliver 
H. Garrett; camera, Charles Clarke. Cast Virginia 
Bruce, James Ellison. 

THE MAN IN THE TRUNK, mystery; prod., Walter 
Morosco; dir., Mal St. Clair; screen play, John Larkin; 
camera, Glenn MacWilliams. Cast: Lynne Roberts, 
George Holmes, Raymond Walburn. 

BERLIN CORLESPONDENT, drama; prod., Bryan 
Foy; dir., Eugene Forde; screen play, Steve Fisher, Jack 
Andrews; camera, Virgil Miller. Cast: Virginia Gil- 
more, Dana Andrews. 


20th Century-Fox Pix in Production 
‘SPRINGTIME IN THE ROCKIES, musical in Tech- 
nicolor; prod., William LeBaron; dir., Irving Cummings; 
no writing credits; camera, Ernest Palmer. Cast: Betty 
Grable, Carmen Miranda, Harry James and orchestra, 
Cesar Romero, Charlotte Greenwood. 


CHINA GIRL, drama; prod., Ben Hecht; dir., Henry 
Hathaway; original screenplay, Ben Hecht; camera, 
Lee Garmes. Cast: George Montgomery, Gene Tierney, 
Myron McCormick, Osa Massen. 


GIRL TROUBLE, comedy; prod. Robert Bassler; 
original, Ladislaus Fodor; screenplay, Vicki Baum, Guy 
Trosper; screenplay, Ladislaus Fodor and Robert Riley 
Crutcher. Cast: Don Ameche, Joan Bennett, Biliie 
Burke, Frank Craven, Alan Dinehart. 

MANILA CALLING, drama; prod., Bryan Foy; dir., 
Otto Brower; original screenplay, John Larkin; camera, 
Lucien Andriot. Cast: Carole Landis, Lloyd Nolan. 


TEN-DOLLAR RAISE, comedy; prod., Sol M. Wurt- 
zel; dir.. Thomas Z. Loring; original story, Peter B. 
Kyne; screenplay, Ben Markson and Irving Cum- 
mings, Jr.; camera, Glen MacWilliams. Cast: Stuart 
Erwin, Evelyn Venable, Vivian Blaine, Hugh Beaumont. 

THAT OTHER WOMAN, comedy-drama; prod., Wal- 
ter Morosco; dir., Ray McCarey; no writing credits: 
camera, Joseph MacDaniel. Cast: Lynn Bari, James 
Ellison, Janis Carter, 





United Artists 


Com- Shoot- Now 
41-42 ted To 

aun Eo ae ee 
Korda Seeeeseeeeee 5 A 0 0 i 
Small eeeteeeeeeee 9 8 0 0 0 
Gloria Pics........ 1 1 0 © 0 
BAGBGP cccccccccee 1 0 0 9 i 
Loew-Lewin eeeve 2 0 1] 1 1 
Pressburger ..... 1 1 0 0 9 
Rowland ereeeeeee 1 0 0 0 1 
Pascal ....sceee008 1 0 v 0 1 

Totals eerreeeeae 31 23 1 2 5 


Pictures in cutting room or awaiting release: 

THE McGUERINS FROM BROOKLYN, formerly 
BROOKLYN BRIDGET, drama; prod., Hal Roach; dir., 
Kurt Neumann; screenplay, Earle Snell, Clarence 
Marks; camera, Bob Pittack. Cast: Arline Judge, Wil- 
iiam Bendix, Max Baer, Joe Sawyer, Grace Bradley, 
Marjorie Woodsworth, Veda Ann Borg. 

THE MOON AND SIXPENCE, drama; prod., David 
L. Loew; dir. Albert Lewin; screen play, Al Lewin; 
camera, John Seitz. Cast: George Sanders, Herbert 
Marshall, Eric Blore, Doris Dudley, Florence Bates, 
Steve Geray, Irene Tedrow, Devi Dja Javanese Troupe. 

CALABOOSE, western; prod. Glenn Tryon (Hal 
Roach); dir., Hal Roach, Jr.; no writing credits; camera, 
unassigned. Cast: Jimmy Rogers, Noah Beery, Jr., 
Mary Brian, Mare Lawrence, Paul Hurst. 

TAXI, MISTER, drama; prod., Fred Guiol; dir., Kurt 
Neumann; screen play, Earle Snell, Clarence Marks; 
camera, Robert Pittack. Cast: William Bendix, Grace 
Bradley, Joe Sawyer, Sheldon Leonard, Jack Norton. 

United Artists Pix in Production 

FALL IN, army series; prod., Fred Guiol; dir., Kurt 
Neumaim; no writing credits; camera, Robert Pittack. 
Cast: William Tracy, Joe Sawyer, Jean Porter, Arthur 
Hunnicutt, Robert Barrat, Rebel Randall. 


Universal 





Promised Com- Shoot- Now 
42-43 pleted ing Cutting To go 
Features ..... coos | 1 5 7 42 
Bertels. ..ccce seeee 4 0 0 0 4 
MOUNEINOR  ccccesea > 0 1 1 5 
UGE csnckeuss 66 1 6 8 51 


Pictures in cutting room or awaiting release: 


EYES OF THE UNDERWORLD, formerly DESTINY, 
drama; asso. prod.-dir.. George Waggner; no writing 
credits; no camera credits. Cast: Claude Rains, Maria 
Ouspenskaya, Dick Foran, Lon Chaney, Jr., Bela Lugosi. 


LADY IN A JAM, romantic comedy; prod., dir., 
Gregory La Cava; no writing credits; camera, Hal 
Mohr. Cast: Irene Dunne, Ralph Bellamy, Eugene 
Pallette, Queenie Vassar, Charles Coleman, Russell 
Hicks, Emmett Vogan, Hardie Albright, Mona Barrie, 
Lester Dorr, Charles Cane, John Maurice Sullivan, 
Robert Emmett Keane, Eddie Fetherston, Beatrice 
Roberts, Theodore Von Eltz, Kathleen Howard, Claire 
Whitney, Josephine Whittell, Eddie Gargan (1941-42). 


STRICTLY IN THE GROOVE, musical; asso., prod., 
Joseph G. Sanford; dir., Vernon Keays; no writing 
credits; camera, John W. Boyle. Cast: Mary Healy, 
Richard Davies, Leon Errol, Shemp Howard, Grace 
MacDonald, Ronald O’Connor, Martha Tilton, Robert 
Weldon, Franklin Pangborn, Tip, Tap, Toe, Ozzie Nel- 
son and his band. 


PARDON MY SARONG, comedy: Mayfair Produc- 
tions, Inc., asso., prod., Alex Gottlieb; dir. Erle C. 
Kenton; no writing credits; camera, Milton Krasner. 
Cast: Bud Abbott and Lou Costello, Virginia Bruce, Nan 
Wynne, Robert Paige, Lionel Atwill, Leif Erixson, Wil- 
liam Demarest, The Four Ink Spots, Tip Tap Toe Danc- 
ers, Tagalong, Marie McDonald, Kathryn Adams, Jen- 
nifer Holt, Sig Arno, Charles Lane (1941-42). 


TOP SERGEANT, formerly SHOWDOWN, drama; 
asso. prod., Ben Pivar; dir., Christy Cabanne; no writing 
credits; camera, George Robinson. Cast: Leo Carrillo, 
Andy Devine, Don Terry, Elyse Knox, Richard Davies, 
Roy Harris, Don Porter, Addison Richards, Alan Hale, 
Jr., Gene Garrick, Lou Kelly, Harry Strang, Ken 
Christy and George Eldredge (1941-42). 


MADAME SPY, mystery; asso. prod., Marshall Grant; 
dir, Roy William Neil; no writing credits; camera, 
George Robinson. Cast: Constance Bennett, Don Por- 
ter, John Litel, Mira McKinney, Grace Hayle, Norma 
Drury, Johnny Berkes. 

TIMBER, drama; asso. prod.. Ben Pivar; dir., Christy 
Cabanne; no writing credits; camera, Jack McKenzie. 
Cast: Leo Carrillo, Andy Devine, Marjorie Lord, Dan 
Dailey, Jr., Edmund MacDonald, Jean Phillips (1941- 
1942). 

INVISIBLE AGENT, Frank Lloyd Productions, Inc.; 
asso. prod., George Waggner; dir., Edwin L. Marin; 
original screenplay, Curtis Siodmak; camera, Lester 
White. Cast: Ilona - ‘assey, Jon Hall, Peter Lorre, Sir 
Cedric Hardwicke, John Litel, Albert Basserman, J. 
Edward Bromberg (1941-42). 


SHERLOCK HOLMES SAVES LONDON, mystery; 
asso. prod., Howard Benedict; dir.. John Rawlins: from 
the novel by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle; camera, Woody 
Bredell. Cast: Basil Rathbone, Nigel Bruce, Evelyn 
Ankers, Reginald Denny, Hillary Brooke, Mary Har- 
ford, Donald Stuart, Harry Cording, Leslie Denison, 
Bob Barron, John Rogers. 

GIVE OUT, SISTERS, musical; asso. prod., Bernard 
Burton: dir., Edward F. Cline; no writing credits; cam- 
era, George Robinson. Cast: The Andrews Sisters, Dan 
Dailey, Jr.. Grace McDonald, Charles Butterworth, 
Richard Davies, Peggy Ryan, Walter Catlett, William 
Frawley, Marie Blake, Fay Helm, Edith Barrett, The 
Jivin’ Jacks and Jills, Emmett Vogan, Irving Bacon, 
Leonard Carey, Lorin Raker, Don O’Connor. 


BOSS OF HANGTOWN MESA, western; asso. prod., 
Oliver Drake; dir., Joseph Lewis; no writing credits; 
camera, Charles Van ger. Cast: Johnny Mack 
Brown, Fuzzy Knight, Helen Deverell, Hugh Prosser, 
Fred Kohler, Jr. (1941-42). 

DANGER IN THE PACIFIC, action; asso. prod., Ben 
Pivar: dir., Lewis D. Collins; original story, Neil P. 
Varnick and Walter Doniger; screen play, Walter Doni- 
ger, Maurice Tombragel; camera, William Sickner. 
Cast: Leo Carrillo, Andy Devine, Louise Allbritton, Don 
Terry, Edgar Barrier, Turhan Bey, Holmes Herbert, 
David Hoffman, Pauli Dubov, Noyle Marx, Paul McVey, 
Leyland Hodgson, Stanley Smith, Leslie Dennison, 
Frank Marlowe, Noble Jornson, Dick Bottiler, Al 
Kikume (1941-42). 

DESTINATION UNKNOWN, drama; asso. prod., 
Marshall Grant; dir., Ray Taylor; original story, Law- 
rence Hazard and John Kafka; screenplay, Lynn Riggs, 
John Meehan, Jr.; camera, John W. Boyle. Cast: Wil- 
liam Gargan, Irene Hervey, Turhan Bey, Keye Luke, 
Willie Fung, Sam Levene, Olaf Hytton, Felix Basch, 
Donald Stuart, Ludwig Stossel, Victor Wong, Edward 


(Continued on page 27) 





SOPEG (CIO) to Battle IATSE 
Fxchange Front Office’ Unionization 





Sherman Doubles Up 


Hollywood, June 30. 
Republic assigned George Sher- 
man to a double job as producer 
and director of the mystery film, ‘X 
Marks the Spot,’ rolling July 15. 
Story deals with a murder during 
a blackout. 


IBEW Moves To 
Get Gaffers In; 
Has Cameramen 


Hollywood, June 30. 

Drive by the IBEW io take over 
studio gaffers, now affiliated with the 
IATSE, and place them in the same 
local with directors of photography, 
is to be launched Thursday (2). Re- 
organization meeting is to be held at 
the American Society of Cinemat- 
ographers. Cameramen, signed with 
IBEW, have already voted to give 
the gaffers a separate unit in the 
local, also permit them to elect own 
officers, draft own rules, etc. George 
H. ‘Curly’ Davis, business manager 
IBEW B-11, sent out notice on 
Thursday’s meeting. 

Showdown for union control of 
studio first cameramen is due with 
return of Pat Casey, producer-labor 
contact man today. IATSE conven- 
tion in Columbus, instructed prexy 
Richard Walsh to extend all aid to 
International Photographers Local 
659 in move to take over first camera- 
men, but so far no result here. Mean- 
time prexy Fred Jackman of ASC 
is busy signing photography direc- 
tors under the IBEW banner. 

Machinists and Technicolor 

Deal’ between Studio Machinists 
Local 1185 and Technicolor is near- 
ing the inking stage with only minor 
points remaining to be ironed out. 
The union is represented by busi- 
ness rep D. T. Wayne. 

Meantime, the Screen Office Em- 
ployees Guild tops meet today 
(Tuesday) with Technicolor exec- 
utives to receive an answer to their 
demand for retroactive pay. It is 
understood a tentative agreement 
has been reached on wage scales 
but held up by the question of back 
pay. 

Film technicians local 683 will 
demand time and one-half for labo- 
ratory technicians employed at 
night, when the local meets tonight 
(Tuesday}, with the studio executive 
group to thresh out the problem. 

Business representative John R. 
Martin and secretary Norval Crut- 
cher will represent the union while 
the executive group is headed by 
Pat Casey. 

Local 683 contends that tech- 
nicians working between 10 p.m. 
and 6 a.m. are entitled to the higher 











hourly rate. It is further being 
pointed out that machinists and 
other groups already receive a 


premium for night work. 


U.S. Roll Call 


Continued from page 4 

















in the service. Coe’s son, Alan, 24, 
is a non-com with the U. S. Army 
Engineers presently in active serv- 
ice in Australia. 





Hollywood Quota 
Hollywood, June 30. 

William S. Holman, RKO studio 
manager, army. 

Spec McClure, 
army. 

Dean Dorn, Metro publicity, army. 

Ben Wallerstein, Warners The- 
atres, army. 

Irving Feins, 
Army. 

Hugh MacMullen, dialog director, 
Naval Air Corps. 

Charies Hunt, Jr., Metro produc- 
tion, Marines. 

Don Hill, RKO prop man, Army. 

Dudley Ross, cameraman, Navy. 

Bill Brown, William Morris agen- 
cy, Air Corps. 

Alex D’Arcy, actor, Army, 

Jackie Coogan headed Texas-ward 
from Santa Ana Training Base. He’s 
training as a glider pilot. 

Owen Crump, screen writer, Army. 

Charles Carlton, RKO technician, 
Coast Guard. 


screen writer, 


Goldwyn praisery, 


aA 


Making rapid progress in organize 
ing white-collar workers in the of- 
fices, exchanges and subsidiary com- 
panies of the majors, the Screen Of- 
fice Professional and Employees 
Guild (CIO) will resist any attempt 
of the International Alliance of 
Theatrical Stage Employees’ to 
muscle in by going after the so- 
called ‘front office’ help in the film 
branches. 


No only would such a move, re- 
portedly under way, overlap the or- 
ganizational work of the SOPEG but, 
it is pointed out, it would violate the 
policy of the American Federation of 
Labor and the CIO not to raid the 
membership of either union or get 
involved in jurisdictional disputes.. 


The SOPEG is affiliated with the 
CIO, while the IATSE is char- 
tered by the AFL. The IA, in turn, 
charters the exchange workers locals 
embracing the backroom employees 
(inspectors, shippers, rewinders, 
etc.). SOPEG, whose locals are 
members of the United Office Pro- 
fessional Workers of America, is in- 
terested only in the white-collar 
help in the homeoffices, newsreel 
subsidiaries and exchanges, latter 
taking in clerks, stenos, cashiers and 
the like. ; 


Its ultimate intention being to hold 
jurisdiction over all these workers, 
the SOPEG has received favorable 
action on its petition to the National 
Labor Relations Board for an elec- 
tion in National Screen Service to 
cover the home office group as well 
as those working in the NSS ex- 
change. Election will be held July 
9, by order of the NLRB which 
granted the petition based upon a 
hearing at which it was indicated a 
substantial number of NSS em- 
ployees are eligible to vote, or ap- 
proximately 47%. A majority is not 
required to force an election. 

An election in Paramount is ex- 
pected to follow, but meantime there 
will be a hearing before the NLRB 
on a petition to declare all white- 
collarites in the Par exchange, Para- 
mount News and two music sub- 
sidiaries eligible to vote. The music 
subsids are Par Music and Famous 
Music. The hearing on this question 
will probably be held within a week. 


Previously the SOPEG had won 
elections in Loew’s, RKO, 20th-Fox 
and Columbia, with whom negotia- 
tions have been opened. Votes in 
favor of declaring the SOPEG their 
collective bargaining agent were 
194-46 (RKO), 324-137 (Loew’s), 
215-43 (Col) and 196-96 (20th). 


Plans are under way to also or- 
ganize United Artists, but nothing 
can be done about Universal until 
expiration of a contract which h.o. 
and exchange employees have with 
the American Federation of Office 
Employees. Signed up with this 
union for four years now, the U con- 
tract does not expire until October. 

Warner Bros. has a federal local, 
Motion Picture Employees Union No, 
23169, that company’s membership, 
which complicates the _ situation 
somewhat in WB so far as the 
SOPEG is concerned. 





Newark Move 
Newark, June 29. 

Movement here for the unioniza- 
tion of managers, assistants and 
treasurers in theatres through Local 
113, Screen Office and Professional 
Employees Guild of the CIO, got 
under way during the week with 
election of officers. 

George Kelly was made president; 
Marty Ingram, v.p.; Louis Stein, re- 
cording secretary; Harold Belgard, 
corresponding secretary; Gene Gen- 
thon. treasurer. and Albert Finke. 
sergeant-at-arms. 


So far through the local SOPEG 
only theatre employees are involved 





Van Dyke Vice Kline 


Hollywood, June 30. 
W. S. Van Dyke replaced Herbert 
Kline on Monday (29) as director 
of Metro’s ‘Journey for Margaret.’ 
Picture has been rolling for the 
past week as Kline’s first directorial 
assignment. 





ACTON JOINS METRO 


Hollywood, June 30. 


Ralph Acton, top casting director 
at the Central Casting Bureau, 
leaves to accept a job in the Metro 
casting department. 


He switches over today (Tues- 





day). 
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Wednesday, July 1, 1942 


ROARING with the THRILLS of power-diving pilots! 
THROBBING with the ROMANCE of flying men in love! 


THUNDERING with he L MA of this war's unsung heroes! 
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ENTERTAINMENT 
MADE TO ORDER 
FOR AN AIR- 
MINDED WORLD! 


Screen play by Michael Blankfort 
Pat Glenn , 


Directed by SIDNEY. SALKOW 


’ Produced by B. P. SCHULBERG 
(} BRIEN+ FORD A COLUMBIA PICTURE 
) RELEASED JULY 9" 
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Tie Up With Uncle Som!.. .Sell 


War Savings Bonds and Stamps! 
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SHOWDOWN DUE 
BETWEEN SOEG 
AND STUDIOS 


Hollywood, June 39. 

Showdown in wage negotiations 
for white collarites at the major“film 
exchanges is scheduled for today 
(Tuesday) when company reps 
agreed to submit their idea of em- 
ployee classification to the Screen 
Office Employees Guild. Salary 
talks were suspended yesterday (29) 
with SOEG reps declining an offer 
of a flat 5% increase. 

SOEG is standing pat on a demand 
for contract clauses covering a Guild 
shop, severance pay, vacations and 
inclusion of bookers in the bargain- 
ing unit. The union is asking one 
to three weeks dismissal pay, de- 
pending on length of employment. 

Guild tops are mum but it was 
learned that plans are under way 
to take the situation to a conference 
of studio unions if satisfactory of- 
fers are not forthcoming from the 
companies. ' 

Attorney George Bodle, business 
rep Glenn Pratt, and secretary Ber- 
nard Lusher are handling negotia- 
tions for the collarites with a com- 
mittee from the unit acting as ob- 
server, 


CRAIG GOES IN FOR 
GABLE IN ‘GAMBLER’ 


Hollywood, June 30. 

James Craig took over the role 
originally assigned to Clark Gable 
in ‘Gambler’s Choice’ at Metro, as a 
result of Gable’s decision to switch 
from pictures to Army service. 

Filming started with Joe Newman 
directing and Patricia Dane as femme 
lead. 


GEORGIA’S APPENDIX 0K 
Hollywood, June 30. 
Georgia Carroll is recovering from 
an appendectomy at the Good Sa- 
maritan hospital, 
Operation was performed Sunday 
(28). 























| Dietrich 





Canteen Capers 


Continued from page 4 


when she interrupted them with a 
sigh, 

‘Let’s face it,’ you’re ruining me 
for my boy friend in the Bronx!’ 





In the midst ‘of Jeannette Mac- 
Donald’s soloing of ‘Indian Love 
Call,” a marine tapped one of the 
senior hostesses on the shoulder and 


“ * 
‘Pardon me, ma’am, who is that?’ 
‘Why that’s Jeanette MacDonald,’ 


she answered with possessive pride. 
‘Oh,’ he answered knowingly, 
‘Scotch!’ 





Erica Morini, the violin virtuoso, 
who along with Helen Jepson, Mary 
Van Kirk and Dorothy Kirsten of 
the Met, proved by their enthusias- 
tic reception that the boys are as 
‘hep’ to good music as they are to 
swing, was asked to pose with two 
Australian fliers. 

As she sat down at their table, 
one of them exclaimed, ‘I never 
dreamed that when I last saw you 
from a gallery seat in a concert hall 
at Brisbane that less than a year 
later, I'd be in America sitting right 
along side of you” 





After the Versailles 
the other night when the ‘Ver- 
sighs’ were pienty sextacular, a 
young South African approached 
Arlene Francis and shyly. asked, 

‘Would you be good enough to tell 
me the name of the club where they 
are appearing?’ 

‘It’s the Versailles. If you'd like 
to go there some evening, I'll write 
out the address for you,’ volunteered 
the Miss F. 

‘Oh, no, thank you,’ he demurred. 
‘But it is stimulating, isn’t it?’ 


floor show 





Charles Coburn, whose monocle 
always seems to belie the fact that 
he’s a native of Savannah, Ga., in 
acknowledging the tremendous ova- 
tien given him, told the boys how 
during the last war he had gone 
over the top, run the gamut of 
machine gun fire and got back te 
his own dugout in safety over 500 
times ... in “The Better ‘Ole!’ 





Ever since Peggy* Knudsen was 
discovered by Bén Boyar in the 
Canteen to replace Jo Ann Sayers 
in ‘My Sister Eileen,’ every aspiring 
actress hopes that her chance will 
be next. And the ‘acting’ that goes 
on when Vinton Freedley, Brock 
Pemberton, Gilbert Miller, Bill Lieb- 
ling, Jane Broder, Edith Van Cleve 














tian ontinued from page 4 


ballyhoo while leading Jeep parades 
in the middle West. 

Treasury says it uses Miss Diet- 
rich because she has been 100% co- 
operative and generous with her 
‘between picturest time. Exhibitors 
have been impressed by the ovations 
given to the star at various ‘per- 
sonals.’ 

Dietrich has not been dynamite 
at the boxoffice and patriotic serv- 
ices are believed to have added to 
her marquee potency. R. N. Harper 
and Jim Moran of Special Activities 
branch of the Treasury arranged the 
Dietrich schedule and personally 
guided her through the many en- 
Zagements. 

Ran Out of Bonds 

Treasury ran out of bonds when 
the twin attractions, Air Cavalcade 
and Marlene Dietrich, attracted 50,- 
000 to the Airport Sunday afternoon 
(28). The sales got off to a rousing 
start when J. T. Morgan, president 
of Dental Hygiene Association slip- 
ped a certified check for $50,000 
into the hand of the star and got 
an autograph. $500,000 in bonds and 





stamps were soon snapped up by | 
@€ager investors. 
Feature of the Air Cavalcade show 


was the induction of 500 youths into 
the Aviation Cadet Enlisted Reserve. 
Department stores closed Tuesday 
(30) for one hour in the morning to 
enable employees to attend the Vic- 
tory rally at the District building. 
Jay C. Flippen, Jane Pickens, Hor- 
ace McMahon, Eleanore Whitney, 
Buster West, Lucille Page, the 
Roxyettes and the Rockets pro- 
vided a one-hour show On a raised 
platform before the Capital’s City 
Hall. Employees in the stores re- 
ported at 9:30 a.m. and then were 
excused for an hour to witness the 
outdoor vaudeville show which at- 
tracted an audience of 15,000. 











ATTENTION DONALD R. KERR 


it ‘s important to you to contact us 
rerarding some property of yours. 
lease notify us immediately where 
address you, 


LAND ESCROW & SAFE 
DEPOSIT COMPANY 


301 S. San Gabriel Boulevard 
Sun Gabriel, Calif. 











and Margaret Linley are within eye- 
Sight, isn’t confined to the stagel 

But, Ripley or not, the other night 
an actress actually turned down a 
chance for an MGM screen test. The 
name of this rare phenomenon is 
Bedelia Walls (no kidding!) who in 
private life is the bride of John 
Washburn, co-partner with Jack 
Wildberg and Cheryl Crawford of 
the Maplewood Theatre. Young and 
very beautiful, she told Benn Jacob- 
son, who even tho’ he’s in uniform, 
still has an eye for Metro talent, that 
she’d rather postpone geeing Marvin 
Schenck until she had a more of a 
groundwork in the theatre. 

Who was it said, ‘In youth and 
beauty, wisdom is but rare?’ . 

if you were wondering what those 
whistles were emanating from the 
Canteen last p.m., it was audience 
‘reaction’ when Milton Berle intro- 
duced his frau, Joyce Matthews. 

A buck private, recognizing Helen 
Hayes as a Senior Hostess, gathered 
up enough courage to ask her to 
dance. But once on the floor, he was 
so overwhelmed that he found him- 


self absolutely tongue-tied. Finally, 
jhe managed to blurt out 

‘You must have been very beau- 
itiful when you were young, Miss 
Hayes!’ 


ST. LOO WHITE COLLAR 
UNIONIZATION MOVES 


St. Louis, June 30, 

The AFL affiliate of stenogs, typ- 
ists, bookkeepers and assistants em- 
ployed in local branch film ex- 
changes won and lost in balloting 
to organize these employees. In two 
cases, employees of the Paramount 
and United Artists exchanges voted 
to join Local No. 17707 of the In- 
ternational Alliance of Theatrical 
Stage Employees. 

Losses were recorded at the Repub- 
lic éxchange, where a tie vote was 
recorded, and at Columbia, RKO, 
WB, Monogram and Producers Re- 
leasing Corp. Local No. 17707 
through Elmer Theiss, an organizer 
for the AFL, has been making de- 
termined efforts to increase the 
}membership in the St. Louis local 





U Salvages Plenty 


Hollywood, June 30. 

Exploration of junk heaps, scrap 
piles and storage bins at Universal 
turned up enough salvage to cut 
down the purchase of new material 
for three months by 30%. 

Treasures yielded by the search 
consisted of rubber, lumber, glass 
and half a dozen species of metal 
listed among war priorities. 

















‘Army’ Sale 


Continued from page 4 








that hasn’t given the show 100% co- 
operation. It is insisting that its 
men be paid for the key jobs in the 
house, although soldiers will actual- 
ly do all the handling of sets. 

Cited for special mention by Ber- 
lin for the aid he is giving the pro- 
duction is Emil Friedlander, head of 
Dazian’s, Inc., theatrical costumers. 
Friedlander has also been lavish in 
assistance to USO-Camp Shows, Inc. 

Bunch of hoofers who were in 
‘Yip, Yip, Yaphank,’ dances for 
which were staged by Dan Healy 
and Johnny Murphy, will be in the 
‘Army,’ Healy again directing the 
routine. A special lyric will intro- 
duce the buck-and-wingers, it being 
titled ‘What Are We Doing Here?’ 

Among the dancers, who are now 
of varying shapes, are Peter Burns, 
Jack Riano, Pete O'Neill, Bob 
Adams, Bert Spence, Leonard Loh- 
man and Tom Ward. 


x 





Helping te please the ears of 
the palt-aineuah Mnak tend 





| flights faced one N. Y. film official. 
| ping point, out of Manhattan, that his space was wanted. 
| filled with bolts and nuts. 











Inside Stufl—Pictures 


Because of wartime priorities on airplane travel, film stars and to a 
greater extent picture company executives are avoiding use of airlines 
whenever possible. While bookings on planes to and from the Coast are 
not particularly difficult, cancellation of some flights or asking passengers 
to continue their trips by rail when space is needed for military personnel 
or essential material has made numerous picture people skeptical of this 
mode of travel presently. 

How planes are 





unexpectedly commandeered on regular passenger 
He was informed at the second stop- 


Plane continued 





Overlooked in the forthcoming film version of George Gershwin’s 
musical career at Warners is Paul Whiteman, the orchestra leader who 
introduced Gershwin’s ‘Rhapsody in Blue’ into the sacred precincts of 
Carnegie Hall when blue music was a rank outsider in symphonic circles. 
It was Whiteman who induced Universal to pay $50,000 for the right to play 
‘Rhapsody in the picture, ‘King of Jazz,’ back in 1930. He declares he 
has never been offered a role by the Warners, although he is an integral 
part of any documentary film about Gershwin. 





Ilka Chase appeared as a guest at the Hollywood Women’s Press Club 
without the slightest repercussion from her book, ‘Past Imperfect,’ in 
which she had taken various potshots at the film industry and its satellites. 
Actress softened up the audience by admitting that the present is much 
better in Hollywood, even though the past was imperfect. Instead of 
bombarding her with questions about her book, the femme scribes gave 
the gal a nice big hand, 





Agentitis is given by United Artists as the reason for Clarence Brown 
winding up at Metro with ‘White Cliffs of Dover,’ which the director had 
originally acquired from Ronald Colman, who owned the screen rights 
to the Alice Duer Miller poem. Brown was talking to UA and Hunt 
Stromberg for release as an indie producer, but Metro stepped in and 
Browrs agent influenced consummation in that direction. 


LS 


Evolution of a World-shaker 


So small a thing as a simple disk of thin duralumin—stamped into 
a microphone diaphragm—touched off a revolution throughout the 
world of motion pictures, It made possible the first step in the prac- 
tical and economical recording of high quality Sound in pictures! 
This little diaphragm with its fluted rim is the modern counterpart 
of that trail-blazing original—one of many basic contributions made 
available to the industry by Western Electric. 


Electrical Research Products Division 
Western Electric Company 


IRCORPORATED 


195 BROADWAY, NEW YORK, N.Y, 


Third of a series of advertisements covering basic developments in the art of talking pictures 
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SMASH 

“THAT 
BOKOFHICE 
BOTTLENECK 


WITH 


_AOVERTISING/ 












»,ON’T let them freeze up on you © Don’t let them “wonder” what's doing 
in the way of amusement @ Make your theatre glow with warmth... 
action... color... with drama @ Make it easy for people to make up their 
minds © Lead them to your theatre ... guide them... persuade them... in- 
trigue them @ Do it with advertising ... all over the place... here, there... 
everywhere... inside... outside, and away from your theatre @ Do it with 
Trailers ... do it with Standard Accessories... do it with Specialty Accessories 
® Give them that “I-must-see-that” feeling @ Yell it... tell it... that’s the way 
to sell it... Smash that boxoffice bottleneck with seat-selling advertising from 
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Sound Truck Bottleneck Nips Indie 
Producers; Majors Well Supplied 


+ 





Hollywood, June 30. 
Restriction of building material 
for studio sets, with a consequent 
demand for outdoor shooting, puts 
indie ‘producers in a tough spot, 
whereas major studios are well sup- 











IATSE CHECKING UP 
ON STUDIO MEMBERSHIP 


Hollywood, June 30. 





ASC’s Labor Charge 





Hollywood, June 30. 

Data will be fully assembled 
late this week on the Naticnal 
Labor Relations Board's inquiry 
into charges of unfair labor 
practices by major companies. 
Charges were brought by the 
American Society of Cinema- 
tographers. 

When data is completed, board 








Paradox to Small Town's Shifting Pop. 
Cry Is That Weekend % Pix Do Well 





Minneapolis, June 30. 
While smalltown exhibitors are re- 
porting extreme boxoffice suffering 
in consequence of war population 
shifts in this territory, and while the 


singing the blues because wartime 
diversion of population is damaging 
|their boxoffices and necessitating 
| film rental readjustments, the cities 
|of Minneapolis and St. Paul actually 
|are gaining despite military require- 





plied with portable sound equip- : director William R. Walsh will | gemands for ‘relief’ grow more nu-|Ments. This is revealed by Univer- 
ment necessary for filming in the Carl Cooper, IATSE vice-presi- decide whether the evidence nce aoe ee nan. | 2H of Minnesota investigation and 
great open spaces. Checkup on the | dent, and business representative/ warrants hearing tetore the agers here assert that, strangely | P°Sstoffice empeepere 

big lots discloses a total of 88/Neal Fairbanks of the Studio NLRB examiner. enough, their percentage pictures, in _Expanding war industry in the two 
sound: recording outfits, owned out- Laborers & Utility Workers Local most instances, are bringing the best | cities has much more than offset 
right or under lease. . 


20th-Fox leads in Ownership of 
sound trucks and portable outfits 
with 19. Among the others Metro 
has 13, Universal 11, Warners 7, 
Columbia 7, Republic 6, RKO 4, 
Paramount 3, Goldwyn 3, Hal Roach 
2, General Service 2, Sound Service 
(Western Electric) 7 and RCA 4. 
Both Sound Service and RCA have 
agreements, whereby their rental 
trucks will be available to licensee 


: rhi : ; to arbitratio a 4 ilia- - - ; - ; 
studios at any time under emer-| Meanwhile, three candidates for rth rs A es = gers releases in previous recent years,) unemployment is showing a con- o, 
ven nsyetll -o post of business representative of | ¥ a abor | Joe Podoloff, 20th-Fox branch man- | tinued reduction. ‘ 
iaae OF ho use unli- |SLUW Local 727 have withdrawn | Board. Last week, efforts of James 
who use unli- a v 


Indie producers, 
censed equipment, are up against a 
bottleneck in case the larger studios 
use all their equipment in outdoor 
filming. Only three unlicensed out- 
fits are used to any extent at this 
time. Glenn Glenn’s lone truck is 
busy practically all the time with 
Monogram’s westerns and low-bud- 
get features. Sig Neufeld is busy 
with his outfit on 18 westerns for 
Producers Releasing Corp. Arthur 
Alexander’s truck is used on smaller 
cowboy series and pickups. 

Bottleneck is still more restricted 
by war priorities. Almost every- 
thing that goes into the making of 
a sound truck also goes into the 
construction of war machines. 





ST. CLAIR’S RKO CHORE 
Hollywood, June 30. 
Malcolm St. Clair has been signed 
to direct the next Lum and Abner 
comedy at RKO. 
It's entitled ‘Two Weeks to Live.’ 





727, are checking work done by hun- | 
dreds of members of each of the 
major studios. Purpose is to de- 
termine if the jurisdictional agree- 
ment with the Studio Ctility Em- 
ployees Local 724 is being observed 
by both crafts. 

The deal gives 727 all work on 


the stages with the remainder go- 
ing to SUE. 


from the race, leaving seven still 
in the field for election being held 
July 9. Those reported withdrawn 
are Al Goult, Henry Van de Braum 
and Larry McGill. 


WB Pix All Over the Lot 


Hollywood, June 30. 
With all the comforts of home on 
the Burbank lot, five Warners pro- 
ductions are straying far afield this 
week, 


‘Desert Song’ is sizzling on the 
sands near Gallup, N. M.; ‘Gentleman 
Jim’ is boxing on the old Santa Anita 
Ranch; ‘Watch on the Rhine’ is shoot- 
ing at San Marino; ‘Beyond the Line 
of Duty’ is flying at Randolph Field, 
Tex., and ‘The Adventures of Mark 
Twain’ is camped on the banks of 
the Sacramento River, making be- 
lieve it is the Mississippi. 











‘SPG HOPES TO GET WB 


TO ARBITRATE VIA WLB 


Following a breakdown of negotia- 
tions between Warner Bros. and the 
Screen Publicists Guild, latter is 
hoping that the matter will be forced 


FitzPatrick, of the Conciliation 
Service, to mediate the differences 
failed, with result FitzPatrick is 
understood making a report of the 
situation to the WLB. Involved are 
the homeoffice publicity workers of 
WB, excepting the theatre circuit. 

Meantime, during the past week 
the theatre publicists of RKO at its 
h.o. voted 14-0 in favor of having 
the SPG as its sole collective bar- 
gaining agency. Loew’s theatre pub- 
licity workers previously had voted 
to come into the SPG. While the 
SPG recently obtained a contract 
with all major film homeoffice pub- 
licists attached to distribution ex- 
cepting Warners, a separate unit 
figures for those at h.o.’s who are 
aligned with theatre departments. 

SPG will immediately take up 
with Loew's and RKO the matter of 
negotiating a contract to cover thea- 
tre publicity employees. None of 
the other companies, excepting WB, 
have publicity men or women at- 
tached to theatre divisions. 





Advance Production Chart 


(Continued from page 23) 


Van Sioan, Colin Kenny, Grace Lem, Paul Bryar, Jack 
Santos, Charlie Lung, Fred Vogeding, Herbert Heyes, 





Warners 





returns in years in many of these 


the drain into the armed forces, at- 


spots. Even in the small towns that | ‘Tacting new residents from the rural 
have been the most hurt, the out- communities, according to the figures 
standing pictures—and these are the | 20W on exhibit. 


percentage films, of course—are con- 
tinuing to do smash _ business 
Saturdays and Sundays. 


The Minneapolis population gain 


on | since the 1940 federal census is esti- 
| mated at 25,000, putting the city in’ 


For example, ‘Sergeant York’ and; the more than 500,000 class. St, 
‘How Green Was My Valley’ have|Paul’s population has jumped from 
done better in the small Northwest | 287,736 in 1940 to approximately 
situations, according to the percen- | 300,000, the University of Mi: ieseta 


tage figures, than other percentage 


ager, says. 

‘The small towns are far from be- 
ing down and out,’ asserts Podoloff. 
‘The extremely good business for the 
particular percentage pictures in the 
great majority of instances is en- 
couraging.’ 

Another major company branch 
manager suggests that the solution 
for the small towns affected by the 
population shifts is to reduce the 
number of changes. Most situations, 
he believes, are trying to retain too 
many changes. 

‘Saturday and Sunday business for 
the outstanding percentage pictures 
continues to hold up to normal pro- 
portions in most of the small towns,’ 
says this manager. “The percentage 
pictures, of course, are spotted in on 
those days. 

‘It's the mid-week change that’s 
causing the damage. Nearly all these 
towns could do as much business by 
cutting out this change and just oper- 
ating Fridays to Tuesdays and they’d 
lower their operating costs substan- 
tially at the same time. 

‘The idea is to concentrate on good 
pictures. These good pictures still 


are delivering at the boxoffice in the | 


small towns. The bad ones, how- 
ever, are falling down much worse 
than usual.’ ; 
Twin Cities Population Upbeat 
While exhibitors are 
pouring 


small-town 
into film 


|study shows, In both communities 


Three-fifths of the population in- 
crease since 1940 was recorded after 
Pearl Harbor, it’s estimated. The 
Twin City increases undoubtedly 
help to explain where the small- 
towns have lost populace in addi- 
tion to the armed. services. More 
employment opporturtities at higher 
wages have lured many men and 
women here from all parts of the 
territory, it’s pointed out. 

Along with the growths of popu- 
lation in the larger cities, increased 
employment, higher wages and ris- 
ing farm prices has come a big up- 
turn in northwest business volume, 
This is evidenced by debits to de- 
positors’ accounts in the Ninth Re- 
serve District’s banks. For the first 
five 1942 months these increased over 
the similar 1941 period 18% from 
$4,855,403,000 to $5,734,633,000. 

The Ninth District includes Min- 
nesota, North and South Dakota, 
Montana, northwest Wisconsin and 
upper Michigan. Minnesota debits 
gained 19%. Those of Minneapolis 





| 


| 





forged 18% ahead. 





Hempstead’s 6th 


Hollywood, June 30. 
David Hempstead is to produce 
‘The Company She Keeps,’ Mary 
McCarthy novel, for RKO. 
Story is the sixth on Hempstead’s 


exchanges here' schedule for the coming year. 














Fred Gierman, Harry Strang, Spencer Chan, Tom Yoen, Promised Com- Shovi- Now EE | 
Hans Schumm, Luke Chan. ateal eos — " Cutting To . 7 ME 
u o eeeeeeeeeee eed ee bien bot eee One. 
THE GREAT IMPERSONATION, drama; asso. prod., | Lasky .....se0e.. 2 0 0 a 2\2 
Paul Malvern; dir., John Rawling: screen play, axle cs id ae he 
Scott Darling, based on novel by J. Phillips Oppenheim; On en ie 32 6 7 51a: N 7 ] t 
} camera, George Robinson. Cast: Ralph Bellamy, Eve- Pict $s eee aaa - salitus a deiiindis 33 ew OY ea Tes 
lyn Ankers, Kaaron Verne, Edward Norris, Henry ictures in.cutting room OF awaiting release. a} 


Daniels, Audrey Mathor, Mary “orbes, Charles Cole- 
man, Robert O. Davis, Fred Vogeding, Frederick Gier- 





ARSENIC AND OLD LACE, drama; asso. prod. and 
dir., Frank Capra: 


no writing credits; camera, Sol Po- 
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: ne ae 
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Le cap cent RCRA. a SOC 


ee. 
Lopes cman 
sat ay en Roe 


man, Charles Irwin, Hans von Morhart, Audrey Long, 
Rex Evans, Yvette Duguay, Marcelle Corday, Ludwig 
Stossel, Sylvia Arslan, Henry Guttman. 


THE SILVER SULLET, western; asso. prod., Oliver 
Drake; dir., Joseph Lewis; no writing credits; camera, 
Charles Van Enger. Cast: Johnny Mack Brown, Fuzzy 
Knight, Jennifer Holt, William Farnum, Leroy Mason, 
Grace Lenard, Rex Whitaker, Morrill McCormick, | 
Michael Vallon, James Farley, Paul Evorton, Lloyd | 
Ingraham, Jim Lucas (1941-42). 


lito. Cast: Cary Grant, Priscilla Lane, Raymond Mas- a : nN 
sey, Peter Lorre, Jack Carson, Josephine Hull, Jean BEG. FRIDAY, JULY 3 


Adair, John Alexander. GARY COOPER 


THE HARD WAY, drama; prod., Jerry Wald; dir.. i a a in — - 
Vincent Sherman; original, irerin Shaw; screenplay, “SERGEANT YORK” 
Daniel Fuchs and Peter Viertel; camera, James Wong A Warner Bros. Triumph Starring 
Howe. Cast: Ida Lupino, Dennis Morgan, Joan Leslie, Joan LESLIE-Walter BRENNAN 
Jack Carson, Gladys George. ‘ aia Le, - e ities 

ACROSS THE PACIFIC, drama; prod., Jerry Wald easraneceni pile Al re caper 
and Jack Saper; dir., John Huston; screenplay, Richard 


JAMES CAGNEY 


As George M. Cohan in 


“Yankee Doodle Dandy” 


Warner Bros. Success 


Also 
AL BERNIE @ DICK & DOT REMY | | 
Alr Conditioned if 




















+ ‘ : alae | Macaulay, based on Satevepost story ‘Aloha Means HOLLYWOOD THEATRE 
DEEP IN THE HEART OF TEXAS, drama; asso. | Goodbye’: camera, Arthur Edison. Cast: Humphrey STRAND B’way & 47th St. All Seats Reserved — Twice Daily, 2:45-8:45 
prod., George Waggner; dir., Ray Enright; no ta Bogart, Mary Astor, Sidney Greenstreet. | Biway, Sist. Cl. 7-5545 
credits; camera, Milton Krasner. Cast: Robert Stack, | eee . rere : 
, ’ . - . Misses? peas ‘ THE CONSTANT NYMPH, crama; prod. Henry ;_. a ne BLE, fester ee os pemntailianeichaledanatoal 
Anne Gwynne, Jackie Cooper, Brod Crawford, Ralph 2 4 . ‘Sorgen + ¥he 
Bellamy, oo Carrillo, P Soh Darwell. Addison Richards, Blanke; dir.. Edmund Goulding: no writing credits; r Tee PIT AOIIP PIP Sy FOYE rE mm ey 


STARTS TOMOKROW 


‘THE MAGRIFICENT DOPE’ 


camera, Ernié Haller. 


taine 


Cast: Charles Boyer, Joan Fon- 
Alexis Smith,. Jean Muir, Peter Lorre, Brenda 
Marshall, Dame May Whittey. 


Harry Strang, Delos Jewkes (1941-42). 


ADVENTURES OF SMILIN’ JACK, serial; asso. 
prod., Ford Beebe: dirs., Ray Taylor and Lewis D. Col- | 





crv WEUSIC HALL 


HELD OVER 














_ " y — ; . , Don 
. . 4 . a ie : “DESPERATE JOURNEY, drama; asso. prod., Hal B Henry Lynn : 
lins; no writing credits; camera, William Sickner. Cast: | wonic dir. Raoul Walsh: no writing aha camera FONDA @ BARI @ AMECHE 6% eens 99 
a Bey, Edgar Barrier, Tom Brown, ag oe | Bert Blennon. Cast: Errol Flynn * Ronald Reagan, A 20th Century-Fox Picture rs miver 

ord, Sidney Toler, Keye I uke, Rose Hobart, Philip | },... S aa 5 well hea yc ANincaages ? ‘ 'e 
. ; Pts gh : anc oleman, Raymo! Massey, Arth annedy, » ‘ th Ave. 
| ae, Jack Gardner, Nigel de Bulier, Angelo Cruz, Lee | em A = —— _ Fe : ey. | Seng ROXY $4 sotn st. 

urray > Che 1es Khan, Paul Dubov, Tony napl cnge " . 
Javier ' SS , j , NOW VOYAGER, drama; prod., Hal B. Wallis: dir., Spectacular Stage Productions 
a, —- : ‘ving or: ne riting credits: camera. Sol Polito . NS EERSTE 

Universal Pix in Production Irving Rapper; no writing credits; ca , Sol : a 
Cast: Bette Davis, Paul Henreid, Claude Rains, Bonita _ 








WHO DONE IT?, comedy; asso. prod., Alex Gottlieb; 


Granville, Ilkka Chase, John Loder, Lee Patrick HELD OVER—2nd BIG WEEK 
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dir, Earle C. Kenton; no writing credits; camera, a ne sia om ea ee a me 6 ° — 
Charles Van Enger. Cast: Bud Abbott and Lou Cos- epg ol gp gg APR Su Psy wd | Eleanor Red Friendly Enemies 
tello, Patric Knowles, William Gargan, Louise Allbrit- a lel a + vy a Pgs SH ‘Mesthy. ‘Ann | POWELL SKELTON . 

ton, Mary Wickes, Thomas Gomez. | Sheridan, Charles Coburn, William Tracy, Gig Young, | “SHIP AHOY” 

LOVE AND KISSES, CAROLINE, comedy-drama; Joyce Reynolds, John Emery, Franklin Pangborn, praia RIVOLI Bway & 
asso. prod., Phil Karlstein. A Henry Koster production. | Hattie McDaniel. a 49m 5 
Dir., Henry Koster; Based on play by Regis Ginoux | Warner Pix in Preduction CAPITO cinat | Doors Open 9:30 A.M. + Midnite Shows 
and Jacques Thery; camera, Joseph Valentine. Cast: | YOU CAN’T ESCAPE FOREVER, drama: prod.-dir a | ———— 
ane Barrymore, Robert Cummings, Kay Francis, Jo | taco Lf ela pce <a otc Bh rele rhe cara iene 

pense Andy Devine, si ate Ed + eee Cast: George Brent, Brenda Marshall, Roscoe Karns. abe STATE ace say Bong og 2 

VER YOURS, comedy-drama; prod., Bruce -EN MAN JIM, biography: prod.. Robert Buck-|f 2 
Manning; asso. prod, Frank Shaw; dir., Jean Renoir; san ae. Eee Walsh: ne writing ‘credits: camera, Sid | Tyrone POWER: Joan FONTAINE | Last ‘TE web. ‘e febeudier 
no writing credits; camera, Woody Bredell. Cast: Hickox 2 Cast: Alexis Smith Errol Flynn, Charles ” | Spencer TRACY Ray MILLAND 
De : Bri ; , IcKOX, Cast: ’ —— “ Hedy LaMARR Paulette GODDARD 

anna Durbin, Edmond O’Brien, Barry Fitzgerald. Dingle. ; | jem eae. sae Sates 

OFF THE BEATEN TRACK, musical comedy; asso. CASABLANCA, drama; prod., Hal B. Wallis: os As 30m Contary-Fen Triemgh a “TORTILLA FLAT” i ae 
prod., Howard Benedict; dir. Edward F, Cline; no | Michael Curtiz; no writing a, Somes, Arthur escasuave san. | eet Saneoee MILTON BERLE 
writing credits; camera, George Robinson. Cast: ritz | Edison. Cast: Ingrid Bergman, Humphrey ~-—_" _ ASTOR continuous »MILTON BERLE 2ND BIG WEEK 
Brothers, Carol Bruce, Dick Foran, Johnny Downs, WATCH ON THE RHINE, drama; prod., Ha i A lus Big Stage Show ad All New Sho 














Wallis; dir., Herman Shumlin; no writing credits; cam- 
era, Merritt Gerstad. Cast: Bette Davis, Paul Lucas 
Geraldine Fitzgerald, Lucile Watson. 

THE DESERT SONG, musical in Technicolor; prod., 
Robert Buckner; dir., Robert Florey; no writing credits; 
camera, Bert Glennon. Cast: Dennis Morgan, [rene 
Manning, Gene Lockhart, Faye Emerson, Jack La Rue, 
Lynne Overman. 


William Demarest, Grace McDonald, Richard Davies, 
Sonny Dunham and his orchestra. 


GET HEP TO LOVE, musical; asso. prod., Bernard 
Burton; dir., Charles Lamont; no writing credits; cam- 
era, Connie O’Connoll. Cast: Gloria Jean, Jane Frazee, 
Robert Paige, Cora Sue Collins, Donald O'Connor, 
Nana Bryant, Edith Barrett. 
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BWAY & 


ALAC 47th St 


STAKTS TOMORROW | 
Greater than any drama ever filmed! 


“UNITED WE STAND” 


sé i ” 
Beyond the Blue Horizon 
tn Teehnicoler—A Paramount Picture starring 
DOROTHY LAMOUR 
In Person - 
VAUGHN MONROE and BAND 















; aor Told by LOWELL THOMAS Extra: EDDIE GARB 

| LITTL TH wR western; asso. AIR FORCE, air saga: prod., Hal B. Wallis; dir., fs eons en Bs MEALTHFULLY COOLED 
prod., ig Pe air, Lewis D. Collins: no writing | Howard Hawks; no writing credits; camera, Tony iT H wi Ne A TBUSH" | t Sees Ore PARAMOUNT ocunnc 
credits; camera, William Sickner. Cast: Johnny Mack | Gaudio. Cast: John Garfield, Gig Young, George EXTRA! “LA GUCARACHA” Buy War Stamps and Bonds at the Paramount 





Brown, Tex Ritter. Tobias, John Ridgely. 
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“The perfect fool has brought the best of the revived vay 


ED WY 


PRESENTS HIS VAUHEV 


‘Just about the perfect vaude- 
ville show.’ 


L. NICHOLS, 


New York Times. At the ‘see THEAT 
































Sane Carmen 


Froman || Amaya 












































‘The U. S. A. was beautiful- ‘The most interesting among T. ole 
ly represented by Jane Froman, the newer performers is the Kr 
who's an eye tonic, and a Spanish girl named Carmen tie 
show - stopping chanteuse. Amaya, who brings « grim / va 
Jane’s looks, style and original ferocity and a bitter. scorn for la 
song delivery had the first all about her that adds an in- Management 
nighters applauding till their teresting touch to her violent S. HUROK 
palms smoked.’ and primitive dancing.’ 

ROBERT COLEMAN, Direction RICHARD WATTS, JR., Booked By 
Daily Mirror. WM. MORRIS AGENCY Herald Tribune. WM. MORRIS AGENCY 
—— 

















Hermanos 
~~ Williams Trio 


. or as satisfying an act of acrobatics and 
song as that which the Hermanos Williams 
Trio stages. Remember the Rath Brothers? 
These are the Rath Brothers plus a pretty sing- 


The Her 


Famous International A 


‘The Herzogs, five accomplished girl cerial- 


ists, offered diverting and thrilling feats on 
trapezes, with a surprise. audience participa- 


















































ing lady and a series of thrilling stunts in waltz tion twist.’ 
time, all from South America.’ ROBERT COLEMAN. 
BURNS MANTLE, Daily News. Daily Mirror. 
a 
eet 
Jayne and Adam DiGatano The Volga a 
NICHOLAS V ‘ 
THANKS to: : 
"The dance team stopping Ed Wynn's new Ed Wynn, Alvin Theatre, N. Y. ‘The vo Singers and their stirring song Th 
hit is the DiGaianos.’ Mr. Henry Rost, Plaza Hotel, N. Y. making in ‘Laugh, Town, Laugh.’ ’ won 
WALTER WINCHELL, Kathryn Kuhn, for our gowns. DORO KILGALLEN, Journal American. 
. Daily Mirror. Sak’s 5th Ave., for our shoes. 





Personal Management 
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vaudeville shows to life.° 


VYNN 





VAUNEVILLE SHOW 


WN. LAUGH 


EATRE, NI EW YORK 





"——= BURNS MANTLE, Daily News 


‘No one, of course, even ap- 
proaches the perfect fool in the 
perfection of his folly.’ 

JOHN ANDERSON, 
Journal-American. 











——____ 





and . 


Charles 


Dale 


“As for Smith and Dale, that 





Smith 











os 


‘Senor Wences must be eas- 
ily the greatest of modern ven- 


Senor 


Wenees 


old act of theirs about Dr. 
Kronkheit and his hapless pa- 
tient is one of the classics of 
vaudeville, and it is just as hi- 
larious now as ever.’ 
RICHARD WATTS, JR.. 
Herald Tribune. 


*. .» Roars of mirth which greet- 
ed it... This particular on- 
looker was left so weak from 
laughter that he was almost 
too exhausted... .’ 
HERRICK BROWN. 
New York Sun. 


triloquists.’ 
BURNS MANTLE, 
Daily News. 


‘Senor Wences has assem- 
bled an act that is truly re- 
markable. . . the vocal tricks 
are brilliant...’ 














































































































Direction JOHN ANDERSON, Direction 
| WM. MORRIS AGENCY Journal-American. WM. MORRIS AGENCY 
Ken Hugh 
lerzogs Davidso ad K a 
AVICGSOH ali orgie 
natooal Aericlists | World’s Badminton Exhibition Champions 
, —_ ae Jerry Brannon Does our announcing 
Mr. Wynn has one distinct novelty in his 
program, too, a demonstration of badminton THANKS TO ED WYNN , 
1. . The game as played last evening by for giving us the opportunity of adding 
mn these two experts proved both exciting and something new and different. 
1 diverting. and was easily one of the high To a Great Show; and 
points of the bill.’ To the Press for their notices. 
Direction HERRICK BROWN. Jesse Kaye and Sam Rauch of Fanchon and 
Tr. WM. MORRIS AGENCY. New York Sun. Marco do our booking. 
a = 
eS ren <soawnanproeans 
te 







‘The eight Volga Singers roll out some 
wonderful vocal effects .. . 
JOHN ANDERSON, Journal American. 


S. SAMUELS « 























Emil Coleman 


Direction: WM. MORRIS AGENCY 
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U.S. Ignorance of Own History Cues 


Possible Williamsburg, Va., Programs 


New educational-dramatic series 
based on the history of colonial Wil- 
liamsburg, Va., is being considered as | 
a CBS sustainer. Show was recorded | 
last week and is being heard this} 
week by Lyman Bryson, the net- 
work’s educational director, and 
delegates to the National Educational 
Conference at Denver. Their reac- 
tion will be taken into consideration 
by the CBS program department in 
deciding whether to air the series. 

Tentative title for the show is ‘Pro- 
claim Liberty.’ It’s written by Gil- 
bert Seldes, CBS television director, 
with Prof. Alan Nevins, of the Co- 
lumbia University history depart- 
ment, and Donald P. Bean, of Co- 
lonial Williamsburg, as _ historical 
consultants. John Macdonell, direc- 
tor of the Frank Parker program for 
Squibb, has been given a month's 
leave by the Geyer, Cornell & New- 
ell agency to produce it. Lyn Mur- 
ray is composing and conducting the 
music and Bill Adams is the nar- 
rator. 

Factor being considered by CBS 
in deciding whether to schedule the 
series is the recent N. Y. Times sur- 
vey revealing that 82% of all U. S. 
colleges and universities do not offer 
courses in American history. Idea 
is that ‘Proclaim Liberty’ might help 
fill that void and, when it is com- 
pleted, might be followed by another 
series on other phases or locales of 
U. S. history. 

The Rockefellers were preparing a 
radio series some time ago from ma- 
terial about Williamsburg, though 
chiefly with the aim of exploiting 
their development of the site as a 
patriotic shrine. They had Henry 
Fisk Carlton working on salary for 
several months on the project, but 
finally dropped it for the duration 
because of fear that the anti-British 
angle of Colonial history would be 
untimely now. That slant on the 
subject is being carefully minimized 
in the production of ‘Proclaim Lib- 
erty.’ 











Fly Reappointed 


Washington, June 30. 

President Roosevelt's reap- 
pointment of FCC Chairman 
James L. Fly for a full seven- 
year term was approved by the 
Senate Monday (29). 

Was deferred last week at the 
request of Senate Republican 
Leader Charles McNary. 


eS 


MALTEX ASKS 
ABOUT LOCALS 


Maltex is inquiring through the 
Samuel C. Croot agency for available 
local programs that might be used 
in connection with its fall and winter 
spot campaign. 

It’s a seasonal account, 


Leovard Levinson To 
Pass Up Big Air Coin 
For Radio War Work 


Hollywood, June 30. 

Leonard L. Levinson, Coast writer, 
has asked Needham, Louis & Brorby 
agency of Chicago to get another 
-writer for the fall return of ‘The 
Great Gildersleeve’ so that he, 
Levinson, can devote nearly all his 
time to Government radio program 
work. This is reported to be a $750 
weekly assignment Levinson is re- 
linquishing, a large increase having 
gone to him under the latest option. 

Levinson has been active for some 
years in Hollywood in _ pro-de- 
mocracy radio propaganda. Some 
years ago he was one of several 
radio writers who went to Washing- 























PAUL SCHUBERT 
GETS MBS WEB 


Benson & Hedges will extend its 
underwriting of Paul Schubert, war 
commentator, currently limited to 
WOR, New York, to a Mutual hook- 
up. The item is Virginia Rounds 
eigarets. 

Duane Jones is the agency. 


Gunther, Clapper, Hunt, 
Clare Boothe Pinch Hit 
For Walter Winchell 


Jergens will use a string of four 
commentators when Walter Winchell 
takes his vacation from his Sunday 
night spot on the Blue Network 
next month. Only thing not set- 
tled is whether John Gunther or. 
Raymond Clapper will open the four 
weeks of pinchhitting. Whoever 
misses out on this first shot will get 
the second week’s broadcast. 

The schedules, as worked out by 
~- Lennen & Mitchell agency, fol- 
ows: 








Aug. 2—Gunther or Clapper. 
Aug. 9—Gunther or Clapper. 
Aug. 16—Clare Boothe. 


Aug. 23—Frazier Hunt. 


Bentley Joins Woodbury’s | 


‘Parker Family’ on Blue 


Spencer Bentley joined the cast of 
‘The Parker Family’ on the Blue 
last Sunday (28) night in the role 
of Noel Canfield. Show is sponsored 
by Woodbury. 

Bentley continues as ‘John on 
‘John’s Other Wife’ program five- 
ee daytime serial on the same 
net. 





Jack Bell of WLW Mends 
Cincinnati, June 30. 

Jack Bell, assistant to Bill Mc- 
Cluskey, directer of. the Cresley 
stations’ talent bureau, has been in 
St. Anthony hospital, Oklahoma 
City, the past fortnight and re- 
portedly on the mend from a head 
injury. 

His hurts were sustained when he 
was thrown from a horse while va- 
eationing at Shawnee, Okla. 


ton trying in vain to get some sort 
of an official or unofficial greenlight 
that would have helped overcome 
cautions of sponsors against gags 
against Axis, etc. 





Lois Lorraine is joining publicity 
department of National Broadcast- 
ing Co. She will concentrate on 
WEAF. 





Singer a Guard on Side 


Buffalo, June 30. 
‘Tiny’ Schwarz, WBEN staff sing- 
er, doubling away from mike as 
guard at Bell Aircraft plant here. 
Stands six feet 6 inches high. 


KIRBY SETS AN 
NAB. ALUMNUS 


Washington, June 30. 

Ed Kirby has brought Frank Pel- 
legrin, a former colleague at the Na- 
tional Association of Broadcasters, 
into the radio branch of the War 
Department’s Bureau of Public Re- 
lations where Kirby now ranks as 
lieutenant-colonel, Pellegrin will 
be a captain. 

Before joining N.A.B. Pellegrin 
was a radio sales executive for Ne- 
braska stations. 


RADIO DIRECTORS GUILD 
TO AID ‘ARMY HOUR’ 


Members of the Radio Directors 
Guild will probably handle most of 
th> remote pickups of the ‘Army 
Hour’ in future. Organization has 


offered the services of its members 
to the War Departmen‘ for the as- 
signment and Ed Byron, producer of 
‘Mr, District Attorney’ wes used for 
one such spot on last Sunday after- 
noon’s (28) broadcast. Regular di- 
rector in the studio is supplied by 
NBC, which carries the series. 

George Zachary, Guild president, 
went to Washington yesterday 
(Tuesday) for confabs with various 
Government radio reps about the 
group’s members handling director 
assignments on war programs. He 
had made several previous trips of 
similar nature RDG members are 
now taking turns directing the Rus- 
sian War Relief series on WNEW, 
New York, and may do another 
series for the Office of Civilian De- 
fense. 




















& Dick Charles on Blue Staff 


Dick Charles, former NBC page, 
has joined the production staff of 
the Blue network, under Harry 
Frazee. He has not yet been given 
any regular assignments. 

Charles recently collaborated on a 
song, ‘Mad About Him Blues,’ which 
Dinah Shore has recorded. 











+ Radio Daffodils - 











Holly weod 


newspaper. 


me. (Signed), 


papers. 





(by telegram ).—Editor, 
Oboler’s ‘Adolph and Mrs. Runyan,’ in which I portrayed Hitler, ‘Variety’ 
said it didn’t know what the play was all about. 
attention and would not presume to criticize or instruct your august 
However, as an actor I am very grateful to the reviewer 
because I like to be on prize-winning plays and the last time ‘Variety’ 
termed one of Mr. Oboler’s plays ‘incomprehensible’ (his Garbo-less ‘Hol- 
lywood Salutes the President’) it was given that coveted first award by 
the Ohio State Institute for Education by Radio, 


‘Variety’ —In its review of Arch 


I am flattered at the 


That should happen to 
Hans Conreid, 





Chicago.—Editor, *Variety’"—Wouldn’t it be remarkable and most ex- 
traordinary if there were just one radio announcer who had a timid, shy, 
voice and a hesitant, uncertain manner? 
being told just what to do—and no back talk. 


All of ’em talk as if you were 
Carl Peterson. 


. 





Columbia, 8. C.—Cotton is blooming freely, early corn is tasseling, 
Sweet potatoes, gardens, tobacco, fruit, peanuts and pastures are growing 
well, southern tomatoes are being shipped, oats and wheat are being 
threshed and much stubble land has been planted to peas, sorghum and 
late forage crops which are growing well. 

This information formed bulk of ‘weather and crop report’ recently re- 
leased by U. S. Department of Commerce weather bureau here to news- 
Added was this caution line 
‘This information must not be broadcast by radio” 


Washington.—One of the prize winners of the ‘WJSV Rubber Treasure 


| Hunt’ was Bob Gaunt, gas station operator, who was interviewed Friday 


she read blithely over the air. 


It works. 
heard him and bought . 


at high noon as thousands watched. 





The column-eating was the culmination of a bet. 
his penalty would have been to eat a transcription of Drum’s program. 


(26) on the program and told about getting the choice item of his collec- 
tion. Article was Ina Ray Hutton’s rubber bathing suit. 





Iowa City.—Madge McGlade, director of residence at Iowa State college, 
was being interviewed over the radio about the plans for caring for the 
Navy men who are to be on the Ames campus this summer. ‘Where will 
the Navy men live?,’ she was asked. 
girls’ dormitories,’ Mrs. McGlade explained. 

‘And what are you going to do with the girls,’ she was asked. Here 
Mrs. McGlade skipped an important line in her script. ‘Oh, they’ll love it,’ 


‘We're going to house them in the 





Buffalo.—Sherwood Gordon, WKBW night owl, plays tunes aimed at 
tavern stay-up-lates around 3 a.m., 
added the werds, ‘Now let’s have a drink on the house.’ 

Sherwood has been informed of several bartenders who 


and several times, for a gag, has 





Charlotte, N. C.—In a widely publicized stunt, WSOC Announcer Dewey 
Drum ate a printed column by Sam Justice from the Charlotte Observer 


If Justice had lost 














~ Mingle Baseball and Patriotism — 


een 


Office of War Information Makes Practical Sugges. 
tion to Play-By-Play Stations and Sponsors 
+ eS 





Filter Mike Reminders 


Visalia, Cal., June 30, 
Station KTKC, lecal Blue out- 
let, is using an anti-rumor an- 
nouncement following all sta- 
tion breaks. Spieler uses a filter 
to caution. 
‘Close your yaps; dont help 
the Japs,’ or ‘Button your lip; 
or you'll sink a ship.’ 


LAVA STATION 
LIST SLASHED 


When Lava Soap (Procter & Gam- 
ble) resumes its spot schedule in the 
fall the list will be limited to be- 
tween 12 and 15 stations, instead of 
last season’s batch of 37 stations, The 
difference is to be spent in newspa- 
per advertising. 

Reason given by the Biow agency 
for the reduction is that the account 
thinks that newsprint might be 
better adapted to solving the selling 
problem involved in the Lava cam- 
paign. 


Kyser’s First 5 Mins. 
Dedicated for Salute 
To U. §. Armed Forces 


Opening five minutes of the Kay 
Kyser program Wednesday nights on 
NBC has been donated by Lucky 
Strike and is being presented to the 
Army, Navy and Marine Corp, It’s 
titled ‘America at Her Best’ and 
ballyhoos the three branches of the 
service. 

Gordon Auchincloss, director of 
the ‘Hit Parade’ for the same sponsor, 
writes and directs ‘America at Her 
Best,’ with Mark Warnow’s orches- 
tra and Basil Rysdale reading the 
continuity. Spot was started two 
weeks ago. 


























Lord & Thomas is the agency on | 


both the Kyser and ‘Hit Parade’ 


shows. 


EMIL CORWIN JOINS 





DEPT. OF AGRICULTURE | 


Emil Corwin, of the Blue network 
press department, has resigned to 
take a radio assignment with the 
Department of Agriculiure in Wash- 
ington. He starts the new assign- 
ment Monday (6). His duties will 
be of a general nature for the pres- 
ent, probably working closely with 
the radio departments of other Gov- 
ernment bureaus, such as the Office 
of War Information, etc. 


Before the split of the operations | 


of the Blue and Red networks, Cor- 
win was with the NBC press de- 
partment for seven years. Before 
that he was with the Springfield 
(Mass.) Republican and _  Scripps- 
Howard. He has also done free- 
lance radio writing. He is a brother 
of Norman Corwin. 


While Trouping in N. Y. 

Pvt. Burl Ives, currently rehears- 
ing in Irving Berlin’s soldier mu- 
sical, ‘This Is the Army,’ is back on 
the CBS sustainer, ‘God’s Country,’ 
Saturday mornings. He’ll remain on 
the program the four weeks the legit 
revue, opening July 4 at the Broad- 
way theatre, N. Y., remains in New 
York. Folk ballad singer is also do- 
ing occasional other sustainer spots 
on CBS. 

Starting last Saturday (27), ‘God’s 
Country’ was cut from 25 minutes 
to 15 minutes. Milton Bacon still 
handles the show. 





Jennings Pierce Lights 


Hollywood, June 30. 

After a month of visiting NBC 
outlets throughcut West and Pacific 
slope, Jennings Pierce, stations re- 
lations manager and public service 
head for Coast area, returns here 
tomorrow (Thursday). 

Pierce visited about 15 stations on 
seasonal hiatus, taking in Pacific Ad 
Convention at Ranier Park, Wash- 
ington, while touring. 


Washington, June 30. 

Sure-fire stunt for patriotic broad. 
casters—who are also baseball. 
minded—suggested by the Office of 
War Information Monday (29) in a 
release carrying the names of 8? 
major-leaguers. now in the armed 
services. 

During broadcasts of games be. 
tween teams who have former mem. 
bers in the Army, Navy or Marines, 
OWI suggests the following: 

‘Bring to the microphone one of 
the former ball player’s team-mates, 

‘Have him talk about his team- 
mate (now in the Army, Navy or 
Marines). Have him point out that 
his former team-mate...the fans’ 
former star,..is now giving his all 
to the service. 

‘Make the fans want to contribute 
to his comforts and off-duty pleas- 
ures by contributing to the U. S. 0° 

Baseball announcers also can help 
in the recruiting of men for the 
Coast Guard, the OWI and USO 
pointed out in a second pamphlet, 
by putting on a question-and-answer 
program with ‘one of the older (past 
30 years of age) ballplayers as a 
foil.” A Coast Guard officer should 
be put on the program to make the 
appeal for enlistment, it was further 
suggested. 

Simultaneously, the OWI an- 
nounced a plan, effective July 6, 
through which Government mes- 
sages will be allocated on commer- 
cially sponsored broadcasts of base- 
ball games. Twenty different ad- 
vertisers, using a total of 133 sta- 
tions, are in the line-up for the first 
week, 

All sponsors will be asked to carry 
the same messages each week— 
either Army recruiting, War Bonds, 
or other plugs the Government is 
anxious to get over. Two messages 
will be covered on each sponsored 
baseball broadcast during a given 
week, preferably one prior to the 
middle of the 5th inning and the 
other one after the middle of the 5th. 
The first announcement will not be 
spotted earlier than the beginning of 
the 2nd inning, and the second an- 
nouncement not later than the end 
of the 8th, according to Douglas 
Meservey of the OWI Radio Division, 

Messages for the first week are 
‘TJ.S.0. and ‘Coast Guard Broadcast- 
ing.” For the second week, “The 10% 
Club’ (War Bonds) and ‘Binoculars 
for the Navy.’ 

Advertisers participating in the 
original try-out of the new plan are: 
Atlantic Refining; General Mills; 
Sperry Flour Co.; Lever Brothers; 
Dutch Maid Ice Cream; Socony- 
Vacuum; Yellow Cab _ Gasoline; 
Gehesee Brewing Co., Inc.; Oertels 
Brewing Co.; P. Lorillard Co.: Wal- 
green Drug Stores; Wagner Bottling 
Co.; Burger Brewing Co.; Red Top 
Brewing Co.; Model Laundry Co.; 
Ibcld Cigar Co.; R. H. Macy & Co. 
Inc.; Lunquist-Lilly; Hyde Park 
Breweries Assoc. Inc.; Falstaff 
Brewing Corp. Also ‘certain Coca- 
Cola and 7-Up bottling companies, 
not all of whom have been con- 
tacted yet.’ 


It’s Set for Camels To 
Sponsor Abbott & Costello 
Starting in October 














| 


| show 


Abbott and Costello will head a 
of their own in the fall for 
i|Camel cigarets. William Esty Co. 
|agency on the account, says that the 
|deal is on a package basis and that 
ithe matter of time and network are 
yet to be settled. The starting date 
will be early October. 

Connie Boswell has been added to 
the roster of the ‘Camel Caravan,’ 
the hour stanza which debuts on 
CBS next Friday (10). 





Costello Is Harlequin 
Hollywood, June 30. 

Lou Costello was elected harle- 
quin of the Masquers by a landslide 
when opposition candidate, Joe E. 
Brown, withdrew in his favor; and 
Costello’s partner, Bud Abbott, de- 
feated Charles Coburn for the pier 
rot honor, giving comic team a cor- 
ner on the top offices. 

Others elected were Parker Fos- 
ter, coresus; Fred Niblo, ponchin- 
ello; Richard Lane, pantaloon; Ted 
White, reader; Cary Grant and Ty- 
ler Brooke, jesterates for one year; 
Leo Fields, jesterate for two years, 
Alan Mowbray, Frank McHugh, 


Raiph Murphy, Harry Joe Brow? 
and Robert Armstrong, jesterates for 





three years. 
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DON’T MUFF THIS CHANCE foyMiTMENTS 


Results of the recent and still continuing scrap rubber sal- 
vage drive throughout the United States are good but not good 
enough and radio’s part in the whole drive has been great and 
vital but must be even greater and even more effective. 
President Roosevelt has extended the time. Now the Office 
of War Information has thrown out the challenge. It is pri- 
marily a challenge to radio to prove its capacity to move 
mountains of natural inertia among the people in order to 


create a mountain of rubber for the war effort. 


No need to labor the need. No need to dwell on the con- 
sequences of a failure in terms of possible confiscation of the 


tires on people’s automobiles. 


What’s important to radio, its prestige with the public, with 
the Government and with its future pleadings for the priviieg 


lerce 


of self-regulation and a maximum degree of independence is 


that radio shall shoot the works. 
In every conceivable way. 


week. 


Now. This week. Next 
With no regard for how 


much but on the theory that there cannot be tou much. To get 
the rubber—stretch the ratios. To make good for Uncle Sam— 
hammer, yell, shout, throw aside, for the time being, all fear 
or hesitation of over-doing things. 





Until now all previous pleas have been satisfied. In rubber 


alone there is less than the necessary results. 


All the other 


accomplishments or radio are therefore to be judged in relation- 


ship to rubber salvage. 





This is radio’s greatest single opportunity to do a job. 





Washington can’t do it. Washington admits as much, The 
radio stations in the neighborhoods and cities and towns can do 
it. Washington has passed them the ball. 





1] NEWCOMERS 
IN DIRECTORS 
GUILD 


Radio Directors Guild admitted 11 
new members last week. Newcom- 
ers were Homer Fickett and Ken- 


neth Webb, of B.B.D. & O.; Carlo De 
Angelo, Sherman-Marquette; Chick 
Vincent, freelance; Don Bernard and 
Harry Holcomb, Esty; Jack John- 
stone, Biow; Tom Riley, NBC; John 
Dietz and Clint Johnston, CBS, and 
Bill Rousseau, Transamerican. 

Organization’s membership now 
totals 48, including Ted Corday, 
who's in the Army and therefore an 
inactive member, 





‘Uncle Walter’s Doghouse’ 


Shutters for Summer 


Chicago, June 30. 
‘Uncle Walter’s Doghouse’ leaves 
the air July 8 for a summer siesta, 
after a run of over three years un- 
interrupted. Show will return to 
NBC early in fall with same talent 
line-up and format. 
Watson Humphrey produces the 
show for Russel M. Seeds agency 
and Sir Walter Raleigh Tobacco. 








Duffy’s Tavern’ Obtains 
Minitrub As Sponsor, 
Goes on Blue Network 


Bristol-Myers has tied up ‘Duffy’s 
Tavern’ for Minitrub and will spot 
the show on the Blue Network. It 
will be either the Tuesday 8.30-9 
p.m. period or the Friday 9-9.30 
niche. B-M would prefer the lat- 
ter half-hour, which has already 
been blocked off by Sloan’s Lina- 
mint for the return of ‘Gang Bust- 
ers’ in the fall. 

Young & Rubicam is the agency. 


STEVENS WILL SPACE 
CONSIDINE ON WNEW 


Jack Stevens, who has been al- 
ternating in Philadelphia with Cal 
Tinney under Bayuk’s Phillies cigars 
sponsorship, leaves there and goes 
in as of July 7 at Station WNEW, 
New York, to take the- Tuesday- 
Thursday-Saturday alternation on 
sports with Bob Considine. 

N. Y. series is sponsored by Edel- 
brau Beer. 











Frederick Hodge Injured 
Buffale, June 36. 
Dr. Frederick Hodge, WBEN news 


HAPPY ENDING FOR JUNE 





CHEER UP AADIO 


Ford, Minitrub, Benson & 
Hedges and Camel Con- 
tracts Help Network Out- 
look—Station Reps Mean- 
time Also Note Comfort in 
Spot Placements 








MONTH WAS OMEN 





The air around network sales 
quarters was considerably less omi- 
nous during the past week. The 
month of June, which, ad agency 
men had predicted, would tell the 
story of radio’s outlook for the 1942- 
43 season, had passed and a quick 
balance of cancellations as against 
new accounts showed the debit side 
to be fairly light. While Columbia, 
particularly, was hard hit, the over- 
all picture was not as devastating as 
had been anticipated, As June entered 
its final lap, the cancellation bogey 
was suddenly displaced by the in- 
rush of business from Ford ($1,200,- 
000 worth), Bristol-Myers (Minit- 
rub) and Benson & Hedges. Also 
Camel’s additional half-hour with 
Abbott and Costello for the fall. 

Networks sales execs aren’t the 
only ones who have started to look 
up with optimism. Station reps also 
found things coming alive in the 
spot precincts. Issuing contracts 
were Johnson & Johnson, the W. L. 
Douglas Shoe Co. and Marlin Razor- 
blades, while inquiries for immedi- 
jate and fall availabilities came from 
several other sources, 

The time buyer for a major agency 
remarked Friday (26) that because 
of the switch in radio’s outlook the 
agency was urging two of its ac- 
counts slated for network schedules 
in the fall to okay suggested periods 
immediately and to start their pro- 
grams in September instead of Oc- 
tober, as originally contemplated. 


Coast Good, Future Vague 


Hollywood, June 30. 

In spite of the war, business dur- 
ing the first six months of 1942 has 
been as good regionally as it was 
for the corresponding period of 1941, 
in some cases even better. This was 
the consensus of a poll on the sub- 
ject taken here among officials of 
NBC, Columbia, the Blue and Don 
Lee-Mutual. 

The Blue, as expected since its 
breakway from NBC and the step- 
child treatment, has upped the most, 
to the ‘best year in its history,’ says 
Vice-President Don EB. Gilman. Blue 
reports itself 80% ahead of last 
year’s business, with KGO, ’Frisco 
outlet, having hit as high as 140% 
at times. It leads the Blue stations. 

CBS, too, reports regional in- 
creases of about 50%, while NBC and 
Mutual list themselves as having 





maintained the average of the same 


voice, broadcasting with a strapped | period last year. 


back. 


Injured when his desk chair col- | 


lopsed. 





AFRA-CBS Apart on Terms, So 


Issues Going to Arbitration 





American Federation of Radio 
Artists and CBS have been unable 
to agree on terms for a renewal of 
the old contract for announcers, 
Production men and sound effects 
men, so the matter will be submitted 
to arbitration. Date for the hear- 
ings will be set this week. 

Union and network agreed on all 
but two points, contingent on each 
other. AFRA is seeking pay in- 
creases of about 20%, on the ground 


that the cost of living index has 
Tisen substantially since the old con- 
— was set. CBS claims the regu- 
ar wage adjustments of the old 





pact covered the cost of living in- 
crease, but the union disputes this. 

AFRA wants the expiration date 
of the new contract to be Nov. 1, 
1943, and is willing to make a con- 
cession on the wage increase clause 
in return for it. 
work is insisting on a three-year re- 
newal, regardless of the question of 
the wage increase. 

Contract is not the blanket code of 
fair practice governing actors and 
singers, but is the extension of the 
original pact made with CBS by the 
American Guild of Radio An- 
nouncers and Producers. AFRA ab- 
sorbed that organization a couple 
of years ago and took over its exist- 
ing contracts. 


However, the net- | 


Execs are not completely in accord 
as to what is to come. Some see 
| prosperous times continuing and oth- 
lers are not making any guesses due 
to upset conditions. But announced 
return of Ford Motors to the Blue, 
nationally, and the same for Texaco, 
augurs much on the optimistic side 

Some of those questioned see new 
{products and substitutes replacing 
lost business. The desire for insti- 
tutional advertising and maintenance 
of good-will plugging (with Govern- 
ment sanction), plus conditions de- 
manding more staying at home, will 
further improve business, is the 
opinion. The absence of imminent 
cancellations or of contracts expiring 
also brightens the Coast future, say 
officials. 





| Dinnings, Rex Maupin In 
‘Songs Mother Taught Me’ 


Chicago, June 30. 

Dinning Sisters, Janette and Rex 
Maupin’s Orchestra tee off on a new 
NBC show, to be heard Fridays 
10:30-11 p.m. CWT. 

It’s ‘Songs My Mother Taught Me’ 
all musical show of old favorites. 
Aimed especially for the folks back 
home. 








Advertising Outlook Quite Good 
In South America Despite War 





Not on ‘Variety’ Staff 





° Dan Goldberg has no further 


connection with the Chicago of- 
fice of ‘Variety.’ He left the staff 
some months ago. 

This is to answer questions. 


BUGLE SOUNDS 
OKAY WITH CBS 
FOR FALL 


Hollywood, June 30. 

Columbia Broadcasting System, 
which banned ‘The Bugle Sounds’ 
from last Monday’s Lux show due 
to fact it might create fright and un- 
easiness because of its sabotage ele- 
ments, has reversed its position and 
will permit it to be presented as the 
second show of Lux when it re- 
sumes in the fall. Date is Sept. 21. 

About four days before the script 
was to be done by Wallace Beery, 
CBS notified the Metro studio and 
Beery that it was out and Beery in- 
stead presented ‘The Champ’, which 
he had done previously on the same 
program. CBS, however, after 
Metro showed them that armed 
forces had endorsed the film due to 
its showing of tank and communi- 
cations operations, rescinded its ban 
on Saturday for the future date. 











Palo Alto Influence Seen 
In Future KYA Operations 
Under Ex-Opera Manager 


San Francisco, June 30. 

Palo Alto Radio Stations Inc. will 
assume ownership and control of 
KYA July 28, as result of receipt of 
authorization from the Federal 
Radio Communications Commission 
for purchase of the station by that 
corporation from Hearst Radio. 

Wilfred L. Davis, president and 
general manager of the new organi- 
zation, and former manager of the 
San Francisco Opera Company, said 
the station under its new manage- 
ment will have no chain or network 
affiliations. 

Studios in Palo Alto, in addition 
to those in San Francisco are con- 
templated by the new owning com- 
pany, a great many of the directors 
and stockholders of which are asso- 
ciated with Stanford University, at 
Palo Alto, 








Detroit—Howard J. Bowman, of 
the engineering staff of WWJ, has 
left to engage in welding research 
for the Fisher Body Division of 
General Motors. 


By RAY JOSEPHS 


Buenos Aires, June 15. 

Despite curtailment of shipping, 
which has cut imports of U. S. goods 
to practically an all-time low, U. S. 
advertisers with businesses here and 
elsewhere in Latin-America are con- 
tinuing to use radio—local and DX— 
more and more. 

Argentina, which has the largest 
commercial radio setup similar to 
that of the U. S., is getting the great- 
est percentage of Yanqui advertising 
dollars, with Brazil a close second, 
and Chile and Peru following. Sta- 
tions report a high percentage of re- 
newal contracts as proof that selling 
via air is just as good south of the 
equator as in the States. 

Companies doing the most air time 
buying are those with local plants 
which produce trade-marked items 
known in the States and just as fa- 
miliar here, even though the small 
type on the package is in Spanish. 

Stations still put on a far greater 
percentage of commercial spieling 
than those in the U. S., but despite 
hammering of announcements that 
goes on from opening to close, spiel- 
ing apparenty sells. Increasing cost 
of paper, which has upped the price 
of newspaper advertising, has further 
increased use of the air. 

U. S. advertising dollars here being 

(Continued on page 36) 


MUSICIANS IN 
KMPC WALKOUT 


Hollywood, June 30. 
Musician walkout was pulled on 
station KMPC this week when Man- 


ager Bob Reynolds and union failed 
to reach an agreement on demands 
for increasing staff from six to ten 
men. The demand followed upping 
of stations power from 5,000 day- 
time and 1,000 nights, to 10,000; plus 
station going network via revived 
California Radio System. 

Sides will confer this week re- 
gardin” settlement. 











‘Lester Lonerg:n Starts 
Dramatic Novelty Over 
Station WBNX in Bronx 


Lester Lonergan, Jr., of the legit 
family, begins ‘What Would You 
Do?’ Friday at 1:45 p.m. over WBNX 
in the Bronx, N. Y. It’s a novelty 
idea involving audience participa- 
tion. The following actors drama- 
tize the situations to which the pub- 
lic gives suggested solutions: Paul 
Donah, Jerry Gregoris, Lillian Zal- 
vattaro, Sali Rosenfeld. 

Lonergan has done considerable 
radio writing on a freelance basis. 








——— 








Eight Accounts Use 100 or More 


Stations on the Blue Network 





CHARLES VANDA RESIGNS 


Quits CBS—Probably to Have Army 
Status in Near Future 








Hollywood, June 30. 
Charles Vanda, western program 
head of CBS, has resigned to take 
an assignment with the War De- 
partment. Understood he is to be 
commissioned a captain to handle 

certain war shows for the Army. 
For the last several months, Vanda 
has been in New York, where he 
has been producing programs for 
CBS. He may continue to handle 
one of these, ‘The Nature of the 





Enemy,’ when he enters the Army 


. f 


The Blue Network has eight ac- 
counts in the house which make use 
of hookups of over 109 stations. In 
the case of two of the advertisers, 
Pepsicola and Texaco, the lineups 
include a batch of NBC-Red outlets. 

The accounts and the number of 
stations each has under commitment 
are: 
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Network Employees in Armed Force 


A pariial directory of former network employees now in the armed serv- 


ices of the United States shows the following namés. Many radio organi- 
zations are sending mimeographed shop talk sheets to their drafted men 


to keep them hep on auld lang syne. 
entity, is 
to NBC: 


CBS 


Pfe. Edward J. Adamson, Pvt. John 
G. Anderson, John P. Aylward, Pvt. | 
Walter S. Bailey, Ensign George P. 
Bartholomew, Pvt. James C. Beach, 
Carl A. Beier, Jr., William Bloxhem, 
Pfc. William Bode, Philip Booth, 
Bernard A. Brink, Jr., Capt. Joseph 
H. Burgess, Thomas H. Calhoun, Jr., 
Pvt. Bernard Callan, Pvt. Alexander 
F. Callender, Tech. Corp. M. M. 
Campbell, Pvt. Andrew F. Cannon, 
Lee Carey, John F. Cassidy, Lt. Com. 
A. B. Chamberlain, Waldo Chapin. 

Also Paul G. Chieff, William J. 
Close, Lt. Edwin V. Cousy, William 
Dafne, Mortimer S. Dank, Frank K. 
Danzig, Ralph G. Denu, Pvt. Ellis L. 
Derry, Marshall Diskin, Frank W. 
Dodge, Capt. Clayton H. Dow, 
George F. Drew, Pvt. Thomas Dunne, 
Lt. Robert R. Edge, David Enton, 
Ensign Richard Erstein, Richard Hall 
Fay, Pvt. Richard Field, 1st Lt. Ro- 
land J. Fitzgerald, Pfc. Stan Frankel, 
David H. Gaines, Pvt. Robert S. 
Gerdy. , 

Also Pvt. Robert Gibson, Edward 
D. Gierasch, Lt. Harry F. Glaeser, 
Lt. J. F. Gold, Joseph Gratz, Lt. 
Comm. Gilson Gray, W. Stuart 
Green, James T. Griffths, Richard F. 
Haglund, Cox. Harry G. Hamilton, 
Robert Lee Harnick, Joseph E. Har- 
rington, Pvt. Eldon Hazard, Walter 
Hearon, Pvt. Charles Hertle, George 
Higgins, Pvt. John F. Hoar, Ensign 
Bernard M. Hollander, Joseph 
Holmes, 1st Lt. Lawrence Holmes, 
Pvt. George F. Huether, Serg. Wil- 
liam Hylan, Pvt. Donald F. Ickes. 

Also Herbert T. James, Ensign 
Robert E. Kalaidjian, William J. 
Kaufman, Harold P. Kent, Ensign 
Jacob H. Kettler, Pfc. William M. 
King, John Koopman, Pvt. Charles 
W. Korbett, Pvt. Perry Lafferty, 
Lawrence Lefebvre, Pvt. George 
Draper Lewis, Pvt. Theodore Liguori, 
Charles F. Limberg, Major Larry 
Lowman, Aviation Cadet James H. 
Lynch, Pvt. John McCabe, John F. 
McCarthy, Charles §S. McCarty, 
Phillip L. McHugh, Frank J. Mc- 
Gowan, John McMullan, Anthony 
Maggiore, Pvt. Benedict Mannasseri. 

Also Donald Mason, J. L. Middle- 
brooks, Pvt. John Minkowski, Wal- 
ter Moffet, Lt. John Montmeat, En- 
sign William J. Murphy, Pvt. Arthur 
J. Murtha, Edward Niesh, John E. 
Norton, Lt. MacDonald Nyhen, Pvt. 
Edmund Burke O’Connell, Corp. Cle- 
ment O'Hare, Pfc. Edward T. 
O'Mara, Francis J. O’Rourke, Ed- 
ward C. Page, Capt. James D. Par- 
ker, Pvt. Alan Parr, Joseph M. Per- 
nice, L. Alva Pierce, Jr., Pvt. John 
Pulver, Edward C. K. Read, Corp. 
John P. Reilly, John Rushworth, 
Grover Sales, Jr. 

Also Arthur Schoenfuss, Capt. Ed- 
ward E. Scovill, Lt. James C. Shat- 
tuck, Ensign Alvin Siegler, Charles 
Smith, John Smith, Frank W. Somes, 
S. S. Spivack, Pvt. Richard A. Stan- 
ley, John Stevens, Herbert Bayard 
Swope, Jr., Pvt. Charles Tyson, 
Ist Lt. Henry Untermeyer, Vincent 
Walsh, Thomas J. Weatherly, Robert 
E. Weir, Charles F. Whiting, Jr., 
Walter Young. 


BLUE 


Frank G. Atkinson, Jr., Thurber C. 
Bombaugh, Thomas J. Casey, Seth 
Dennis, Lucian Dilatush, P. F. Fal- 
cone, Alwin D. Foster, William B.N. 


Hahn, R. Warner Hall, Lewis D. 
Julian, Fred J. Kasper, Lawrence 
Lader, David Lasley, Howard L. 


Nussbaum, Richard T. Parks, A. J. 
Perry, Charles E. Phelps, Richard D. 
Ritter, Charles E. Robertson, Jr., 
Howard L. Selger, Hugh J. Sheridan, 
Francis T. Shinn, Williani E. Spar- 
grove, Drew Van Dam, Robert 
Waldrop, William A. Wood, Jr. 
George F. Fisher, Jr., William 
Jolesch, William E. Seyfrid. 


NBC 


(New York) 


Clarence Alexander, Paul Alexan- 
- der, Victor Allan, William Ambler, 
Arthur E. Anderson, John Anderson, 
George Andrews, Robert Andrews, 
John Arber, Robert Armstrong, Fer- 
nand Auberjonois, Robert Baldwin, 
Thomas A. Baricak, Peter Barker, 
Harold Bass, Frederick Becker, 
Theodore Bergmann, Joseph Ber- 
halter, H. M. Beville, Charles Bevis, 
Jr., Stuart Billhard, Percival Black, 
Donald Bogert, Peter Bonardi, Car! 
Bottume. 
Also. Robert Allen Boucher, 
thew J. Boylan, William Broder- 
Byron Buckridge, Joseph Bur- 


of recent date so many of 
+ 


The Blue network, as independent 
its former stalwarts are credited 





ger, Ben Busch, W. B. Buschgen, 
Franklin Butler, Robert Button, Er- 
nest L. Byfield, Jr., Gerald Callahan, 
William H. Callahan, Howard Cann, 
Norman Cash, Barron Chandler, 
Rodney Chipp, David Cleeland, J. V. 
Coleman, Theodore Corday, Charles 
T. Crane, Albert Crenshaw, John 
Cusamano, J. L. Davis, Harlowe F. 
Dean, Stephen DeBaun, Thomas De- 
Huff. 

Also Richard De Raismes, John 
Dillon, Francis Joseph Donnelly, Jr., 
James Edward Donnelly, Jr., Ashton 
Dunn, Thomas Edington, Edward P. 
Ehrich, Robert Eisenbach, Howard 
Eitelbach, William Eliscu, Powell 
Ensign, Kenneth Ellsworth, George 
F. Evans, Charles Everett, Jr., A. C. 
Ewert, Philip Falcone, Kenneth Fees, 
Robert Fine, George Flood, Ray For- 
rest, Albert B. Furlow, Jr., William 
Gangle, Harvey Gannon, William 
Garden, John Garey, William Gart- 
land. 


Also John Gaunt, Walter Giebel- 
haus, James Gillis, Arthur Gnae- 
dinger, James Goble, Norman Gray, 
Raymond Green, Robert E. Greene, 
Herman Gurin, William A. Haerer, 
Birger Hagerth, Donald G. Hall- 
mann, Murray Harris, Jack Hartley, 
Philip Hartnett, Rowland Hazard, 
William Heaney, Allan Henderson,. 
Robert Henderson, Charter Heslep, 
Charles F. Hill, Harold Hirschfield, 
John Hoagland, Tagwell Hobgood, 
Robert Hoffman, William Hoffman, 
Paul F. Husserl. : 


Also Ernest L. Jahncke, Jr., Joseph 
Jenkins, Raymond C. Johnson, Wil- 
liam A. Johnson, William G. John- 
ston, Robert Morris Jones, Noel Jor- 
dan, Stephen Kanych, John P. Kel- 
ley, Ward Kelley, Ralph C. Kendall, 
John B. Knight, Paul Knight, Wil- 
liam Kost, Seth Leonard Larrabee, 
John LaTouche, Leon Leak, Frank 
Lepore, Donald Lewis, Reid Lighton, 
William Little, Thomas Lyman, Ross 
MacPherson, Samuel Massingill, Wil- 
liam Materne, George Maynard. 


Also Donald Mercer, William Mid- 
dleton, J. A. Miller, John H. Mills, 
Edgar Milton, Samuel Monroe, Fer- 
nando Montilla, Robert Muller, 
George Murray, Willis Myers, David 
McAneny, William McClintock, Don- 
ald McDonaid, Thomas B. McFadden, 
Anthony McGee, Jack McPhaul, Ed- 
ward Nelson, James Nix, Raymond 
T. O’Connell, Vincent O’Connell, 
Michael E. O’Donnell, William J. 
O’Meara, Edward Padgett, Clifford 
Paul, Gerard Petry, Everett Phillips, 
Richard Pichard. 

Also Harold Pietsch, C. Stockley 
Plummer, Thomas Prout, Jr., Frank 
Reed, Jack Reynolds, H. R. Ritchie, 
Herbert Ritter, Edward Roff, Emil 
Rohner, John J. Rooney, Lawrence 
Ruddell, Richard Sandberg, Robert 
Savin, Daniel Schmidt, III, Robert- 
son Schroeder, Louis Schultz, Alfred 


Scott, James Shellman, John K. 
Shinn, Mortimer H. Slevin, Samuel 
Sloan, III, Lester Smith, Vincent 
Smith, George Spach, Frederick 
Spires, Fred Squires, Ernest Stanger. 

Also Dwane Stewart, William A. 


Swartz, C. P. Sweeny, Ralph Swope, 
Lee W. Szetela, John F. Tallcott, 
Scott Tennyson, Chester M. Thal- 
men, C. Raine Thomas, Joseph 
Thompson, John Charles Tiedeman, 
Jr., William Tischler, George Tobler, 
James Tompkins, Vincent Tuohy, 
Charles Turner, Lewis Utley, Gor- 
don Vanderwarker, Stephen Varley, 
Gerald Wade, Charles Wall, George 
Wallace, William Chamberlain Wells, 
III, Edward R. White, Jr., Willard 
Whitfield, Charles Whitmore, Ed- 
ward A. Whitney, A. T. Williams (de- 


ceased), Donald Woodford, John 
Wormser, William Wylie, Arthur 
Zipser. 

(Chicago) 


James Anthony, John Bowles, Jr., 
Paul Clark, Henry Cooke, George 
Creech, Perc DeTamble, Sherrill Ed- 
wards, E, S. Eisenmenger, Thomas 
E. Gootee, John Hajduk, Warner 
Holmgren, Charles Klein, John L. 
Lagen, Paul Millen, Edward A. 
Nickey, John M. O’Donnell, Curtis L. 
Pierce, Herman Rosee, Scott Runge, 
Frederic Shidel, Raymond Snyder, 
David Squires, Floyd Van Etten, 
Lester L. Washburn, Edward G. 
Weber, James Wehrheim, John C. 
Youle. 


(Cleveland) 
Cecil S. Bidlack, Jack H. Fern, John 


A. Kraus, Grant E. Makinson, Lewis 
P. West, Harold Winters. 





(Denver) 
Charles Brady, Glen Glasscock, 
L. Berry Long, George Mathews, A. 
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|C. McClellan, Howard Roberts, J. A. 
| Slusser, Edward Sproul, Torleif Tor- 
‘land, E. Starr Yelland, Robert B. 
| Young. 
(Hollywood) 

William Adams, John Aidem, Bruce 
Anson, Miles Auer, Hewal Banks, 
Howard Banks, Ben Byers, Alfred 
Downs, Frank M. Figgins, Frederic 
Fox. L. S. Frost, Joseph Germain, 
John Griesmeyer, Robert Harring- 
ton, Aubrey Ison, Paul Jones, Paul 
Kent. John King, Adolph Lefler, 
Robert Lehman, John Mahan, John 
Margraf, Karel Pearson, Stanley 
“Redom, Virgil Reimer, Elisworth 
Reynolds, Charles Sargent, Jack 
Streeton, Robert D. Thompson, Wil- 
liam Van Gundy, Marvin Young. 

(San Francisco) 

Richard Bertrandias, Robert Bish- 
opp, Edward C. Callahan, Frank L. 
Fullaway, Robinson Gray, King Har- 
ris, Curtis Peek, James W. Pool, 
Proctor A. Sugg. 

(Washington) 

C. M. Clark, Stuart Finley, Hugh 
Higgins, John J. Hurley, Thomas 
Knode, James- Seiler, John Stetson. 


MUTUAL 


Only two employees of the Mutual 
Broadcasting System have so far 
been called to the colors. They were 
both in the press department. 

Fred Mears, now ensign, Naval Air 
Force, U.S.N. 

Richard Krolik, now cadet, U. S. 
Army Air Corps. ° 

This does not include WGN, WOR, 
Don Lee or any other Mutual mem- 
ber or affiliated station. 


Bottleson of Seeds Agency 
Reported Missing During 
Alaskan War Action 


Chicago, June 30. 

Pvt. Edwin T. Bottleson, former 
assistant to R. E. Jeffers, head of 
Russel M. Seeds Company’s Public 
Relations Department, has been re- 
ported missing, after serving 
Alaskan war zone. 

Bottleson left Seeds company last 
January for service as gunner on a 
Flying Fortress. 


JOE CONNELLY, WCAU, 
A NAVAL LIEUTENANT 


Philadelphia, June 30. 

Joseph Connelly, promotion direc- 
tor of WCAU, leaves this week to 
take commissien as lieutenant in the 
U. S. Navy. His place will be taken 
by Ted Oberfelder, a member of the 
sales staff. 

Oberfelder formerly was asso- 
ciated with promotion department of 
the Philadelphia Inquirer and was at 
one time with Hearst radio station in 
New York. 

















Heidt Didn’t Mean It, 
His Agency Writes Omaha 


Omaha, June 30. 

Horace Heidt didn’t mean what 
he said about Omaha on one of his 
recent broadcasts. At least that’s 
what the vice-president of the ad- 
vertising agency (for Tums) which 
handles the Heidt show, R. A. Porter 
of New York. wrote to C, C,, Buch- 
anan, chairman of the Omaha Cham- 
ber of Commerce publicity cormit- 
tee, 

Buchanan, in a letter to Heidt’s 
sponsors, objected to what he called 
unfavorable publicity given Omaha 
by Heidt in his air show. Porter, 
according to Buchanan, wrote back 
that no offense was intended, ex- 
plaining, ‘Once in a while a comedy 
writer goes a little overboard and 
I think this is what happened in this 
case.’ 

No further comment was made on 
the explanation by local people. 
What rankled was that, according to 
Buchanan, much good material was 
offered the writers of the show, but 
little of it was used. Instead, there 
were wisecracks about the stock- 
yards, the Missouri river, etc. Local 
stockyards and packing house dis- 
trict is matter of pride to local 
chamber of commerce as it ranks 
second only to Chicago. 





Brown Date Worth $1,106 


? San Antonio, June 30. 

A check for $1,106.92 was given 
to the Medical Supplies Division of 
the Civilian Defense of Texas by 
George W. Johnson, manager of sta- 
tion KTSA, 

The money represents the net 
proceeds from the recent appear- 
ance made here of Cecil Brown, 
noted CBS war correspondence. 





in. 





From the Production Centres 


IN NEW YORK CITY... 


THe Ravio Trabe Is Discussine: The S.O.S. for more help on rubber 
salvage—Easing of business outlook strain for immediate future— 
What Corwin will do in London—The summer replacements this week, 





+++ 





Frank Mullen, NBC general manager, vacationing one week in Con- 
necticut, one week in Canada....Charles K. Freeman, of Chicago (and 
points), soid ‘The Deserted Viliage’ to the Blue Players for Sunday aft- 
ernoon,....concerned that place the Nazi bees obliterated... .Frances 
Sprague, the librarian at NBC, was honored Friday (26) with a staff 
cocktail party prior to her marriage. ...she will resume her job in a month 
...-Mrs, Raymond Paige in California with the new wonder-child. .., Wel. 
come Lewis’ ‘Fall in and Get Behind Your President’ finally heard on CBS 
via Dolphe Martin's ‘Youth on Parade’ program from WEEI, Boston. 
song was unacceptable to all the webs before Pearl Harbor... .radio actor 
Edwin Clay to troupe the boards with Tamarack Players at Lake Pleasant 
N. Y., this summer. : 


Bess Flynn, formerly author of ‘Bachelor's Children,’ writing. ‘We Love 
and Learn’ during the illness of Don Becker.:.Tom Tully joined ‘Chap- 
ain Jim cast...Russian War Relief show on WNEW shunted from 
Wednesday to Thursday nights...Lester Vail, regular director of ‘John’s 
Other Wife’ and ‘The Andersons,’ produces tomorrow night's Russian 
War Relief stanza...Don Stauffer, Ruthrauff & Ryan radio head, to Coast 
Monday (29) for preem of Edna May Oliver show...he'll remain several 
weeks, also holding ‘Big Town’ confabs...George Nobbs, script editor of 
‘Just Plain Bill’ and ‘Amanda of Honeymoon Hill,’ teaching radio teleg- 
raphy at AWVS headquarters... he was a wireless operator in the last 
war...Since succeeding Ted Corday as director of ‘Pan-American Holi- 
day,’ Bruce Kamman is a busy agent, with weekly trips to Washington 
for confabs with Vice-Prez Wallace...D’Artega currently the conductor 
on the show, with the cast including Richard Kollmar, Mitzi Gould and 
Luis Van Rooten. 


Carol Irwin, Young & Rubicam daytime radio head, vacationing for 
three weeks...Robert Noland, of ‘America the Free,’ and Glen Cross, of 
‘Manhattan Merry Go Round,’ given singing assignments on ‘Chaplain 
Jim’...Jocko Maxwell, sportscaster of WWRL, umpiring Sunday ball 
games at Floral Park, N. Y....Joyce Hayward playing femme lead on 
‘Sea Hound’...Jim Backus joined ‘David Harum’ cast, succeeding Barry 
Sullivan, who went to the Coast...Zeke Manners, of the WNEW hill- 
billy show, to the Coast for vacation, his first time since coming east 
eight years ago...Bill Bond subbing for his brother Ford as announcer 
of ‘Manhattan Merry Go Round,’ ‘David Harum’ and ‘Easy Aces’...Gus 
Chan, WWRL announcer recently drafted, assigned to Ft. Totten, L. L... 
Bennett Kilpack’s new supporting cast on ‘Mr. Keen’ includes Arline 
Blackburn, John Raby, Gene Leonard and Ara Gerald. 


Legit actor-producer Otto Preminger playing lead on ‘Grand Central 
Station’ finale Friday night (3)...Chester Stratton added to ‘Our Gal 
Sunday’ cast, while James Meighan and Helen Shields have returned to 
the same show after long absences.,.Bob Smock, WNEW continuity 
writer, resigned to join Y, & R. continuity staff... Elizabeth Watts, former 
operatic mezzo-soprano, playing mother. on “The Andersons’...Betty 
Freer, formerly of the Ayer agency, joined WNEW as publicity assistant 
to Jack Banner...George Baxter joined cast of ‘Stella Dallas’...Bert 
Wayne, WNEW announcer, into the Army. 


Palmer Thompson authored the script of last Wednesday night’s (24) 
‘Manhattan at Midnight’ stanza...Eddie Birnbryer, NBC staff scripter, to 
Indianapolis for confabs with American Legion officials, for whom he 
scripts programs, and then to Cincinnati for vacation...John Dietz did 
a neat production job Friday night (26) on the Robert Richards script 
about Napoleon’s Russian defeat, for ‘Columbia Workshop’...Howard 
Nussbaum, former NBC director, has been promoted from First Lieutenant 
to Gaptain...he’s in the radio section of the Army Air Corps public 
relations. 

Gregory Ratoff will guest on ‘Information Please, over NBC, July 3. 
Oscar Levant, returned from Hollywood, will join the regular experts. 

Pete Barnum, formerly night program supervisor for Ruthrauff & Ryan, 
now in charge of all radio production for the agency.,.Nate Tufts, super- 
visor of ‘Vox Pop’ for R. & R., vacationing in Jersey.... 

The Harry Ackermans (actress Mary Shipp) leave this weekend for a 
month at Nantucket....he’s production supervisor at Young & Rubicam 
....-Pvt. Howard Richmond, former Broadway p.a., was a contestant on 
‘Double or Nothing’ during a recent furlough from South Carolina training 
camp and he copped $75 in prize coin, plus a special $25 for winning the 
highest amount in the history of the series....Eleanor Phelps, legit-radio 
actress, taking a summer course at Vassar....John Gibbs, producer of 
‘Against the Storm’ and ‘Lone Journey,’ back today (Wednesday) from 
Chicago trip....Olyn Landick (‘The Hackensack Gossip’), Jack Miller, Ted 
Straeter and the Smoothies will be back on the Kate Smith show when 
it returns Sept. 18....‘Aldrich Family’ cast, with Ezra Stone, Katharine 
Raht, House Jameson and Jackie Kelk, will be intact when it resumes 
Aug. 13. 

Ira Marion is editing the script on the N. A. M. show on the Blue, with 
George Corey and Sam Slate doing the writing....John Loveton, Ruth- 
rauff & Ryan director on ‘Board of Missing Heirs’ and ‘Good Will Hour,’ 
producing a 15-minute show and some spots‘for the Office of Price Admin- 
istration....Al Rinker also doing a 15-minute stanza for the same Govern- 
ment agency....Ted Sisson, Pedizr & Ryan radio head, handling the ‘Vic- 
tory Parade’ and ‘Victory Th@atre’-shows for Bill Lewis, of the OFF.... 
Mark Warnow will baton the orchestra on the réviséG “March of Time’ 
series, which Adrian Samisch will co-direct with Frank Norris. ...Ranald 
MacDougall writing ‘The 22d Letter’ (formerly ‘The Will to Freedom’), 
occasional ‘Nature of the Enemy’ scripts and dramatic spots for ‘Report to 
the Nation’....Howard Teichman, ‘Valiant Lady’ author, editing ‘Nature 
of the Enemy’....Vera Eikel, new author of ‘Little Blue Playhouse,’ also 
free-lances for Young & Rubicam and produces English, French and 
German shortwavers for the Office of War Info. 

Navy Lt. Tom Smith, Pvt. Tommy McDonnell and Seaman Charles 
Henry, all former Y. & R. staffers, visited their old office last week...- 
Phil Carlin, Blue program v.p., vacation-fishing at Guilford, Conn...- 
Charlie Schenck took fellow-BBC staffers Bill Newton and Stephen Fry 
to a Giants-Pittsburgh game at the Polo Grounds last week so he could 
watch their Britisher reaction to a baseball game....it’s for material for 
a program about the American national sport, to be sent to England for 
BBC broadcast....Dave Levy, director of ‘We, the People,’ sold a script 
for ‘Columbia Workshop’ airing....it’s about a soldier’s identification 
medal and is titled ‘Tag No. 1,184,463....Howard Barnes will direct it as 
his last assignment before leaving the CBS staff for an Ensign’s commis- 
sion.,..Levy is also writing a play about radio....Irna Phillips made one 
of her infrequent trips to New York for the Betty Howard-Ted Sisson 
wedding. 


IN HOLLYWOOD .. . 


Tue Rapio TRavE 1s Discussinc: Flocking of radio production folk 
to vaude shows at Biltmore and El Capitan—remembering the Hopes, 
Allens, Bennys, Cantors, Bergens ... Home moving trend from ‘the 
Valley’ to town sites, reversing normal trek before the problem of tires, 
time and petrol . . . Numbers of femmes in heretofore male-cornerd 
radio jobs—now the conversation at the Brown Derby must be germt- 
cided now that waitresses are back aggin, instead of waiters. 








Joan Davis vacations from Rudy Vallee program, after July 9, for 18 
days...Nat Wolff, of Facts and Figures office, laid up for few days, now 
back...Kelly Woolpert, KHJ news writer, into Navy. Al Lougherie named 





(Continued on page 37) 
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~ IMIG GLEVERNESE 
AREAL GHALLENGE 


Cleveland Convention of In- 
stitute of Radio Engineers 
Sounds Warning of Need 
for More, Faster Adjust- 
ments 





-—_—_-—- 


SHARED DATA NEED 





Cleveland, June 30. 

Radio engineers, meeting in their 
annual three-day convention at Hotel 
Statler, June 29-July 1, heard top 
members of their profession firmly 
warn them to pool their interests and 
talents in an all-out battle to blitz 
the Axis. Speaking at a symposium 
on ‘What Radio Means in the~ War 
Effort,’ A. F. Van Dyck, Institute of 
Radio Engineers’ president; Paul V. 
Galvin, president of radio manufac- 
turers; Neville Miller, president, 
National Association of Broadcasters, 
and E. K. Jett, chief engineer of the 
Federal Communications Commis- 
sion, bluntly declared that German 
and Japanese radio wizards have set 
a pace that American engineers must 
match and beat. 


Van Dyck minced few words in his 
castigating remarks as he said: ‘In 
connection with the interchange of 
information, the directors of the in- 
stitute view with some concern the 
present situation in distribution of 
new technical information. While 
recognizing fully the need for the 
right kind of secrecy, it is recog- 
nized also that under today’s condi- 
tion of rapid advance in numerous 
fields, too much secrecy is readily 
possible. Too close segregation of 
workers, too confined compartment- 
alization of knowledge...’ 


‘It seems quite certain that if this 
war continues much longer, as it 
gives every promise of doing, ways 
must be found of obtaining dis- 
semination of information to loyal 
workers, with security from the 
enemy, or our performance will be 
dangerously handicapped, Our ene- 
mies are excellent organizers in 
bringing all their abilities into effec- 
tive use. We must learn to do the 
same.’ 

Become War-Minded 

Paul V. Galvin likewise 
his listeners that ‘for the best war 
effort we must become war-minded. 
This means not just idly thinking of 
war Or wondering who’s going to 
win and when the war will end. We 
must marshall real fighting ideas. 

. Engineers are too prone to want 
plenty of time to conclude a project 
with finality in the prescribed fash- 
ion—that’s out, positively, for the 
duration of this war.’ 

Galvin added, ‘in the aerial battle 
for Britain in the Fall of 1940 radio 
direction finding apparatus, called 
Radar, was a prime contributing fac- 
tor of the R.A.F. maintaining superi- 
ority in the air over the Nazis.’ 

Van Dyck applauded the efforts of 
the Institute in its attempt to 
standardize radio material for the 
armed services in face of Army and 
Navy rivalry for years before Pearl 
Harbor. 

Jett outlined the most recent ac- 
complishments of the Board of War 
Communications which included: 
plans for synchronization of broad- 
cast stations operating with matched 
crystals; plans for pooling of broad- 
Cast equipment to insure maximum 
Service; closure of domestic point-to- 
point stations; policy with respect to 
granting of authorizations involving 
use of materials; labor-industry 
Studies concerning adequacy of 
trained personnel to fill wartime 
communication needs; establishment 
of new direct circuits with points 
throughout the world; and war 
emergency service for civilian de- 
fense. 

Miller briefly reviewed radio's rvle 
in events leading to and including 
initial war stages and added radio 
will take on any new responsibili- 
ties, ‘both as “an agency to preserve 
public morale and as an agency of 
mass communications,’ should actual 
Warfare break out on the American 


warned 


ENGINEERS’ SLANT ON WAR 





|XEOY Pays 25G (Mex) 
For Symphony Rights; 
A New High of Kind 


Mexico City, June 30. 

The highest price ever paid in 
Mexico for exclusive rights to broad- 
cast musical concerts, $25,000 (Mex.) 
—$5,250, is the fee local radio sta- 
tion XEOY, opened two months ago, 
offered for this season’s functions 
of the Symphonic Orchestra of 
Mexico. 

XEOY is owned by a syndicate of 
the scions of some of Mexico’s old- 
est and richest families, including 
the Braniffs and the Limatours. 








Dave Ward to Chicago 


Cincinnati, June 30. 
Dave Ward, announcer and pro- 
duction man, took leave Saturday 
(27) from WKRC to do similar work 
as a freelancer in Chicago. 








NOW UNCLE SAM’S WAYS 
EXPLAINED TO LATINS 


Richard McDonagh, writer of ‘Pan- 
American Holiday’ on WEAF-NBC, 
is also scripting a new series with 
the same idea in reverse. Instead 
of explaining the other American 
republics to the U. S., the new show 
will tell South American listeners 
about Uncle Sam. Program will be 
titled ‘Alla En Los Estados Unidos’ 
(Up VU. S. Way’). 

It will be shortwaved to Spanish- 
speaking countries of South America. 








Akron, 0. -- Horace Norman, 
WADC, Akron, announcer, has been 
inducted in the army, reporting only 
one day after Roger Adams, also an- 
nouncer of the station. Ned Neide- 
mire, another WADC announcer, 
left for camp early in June, 

Harry Burge, formerly newscaster 
at WTAM, Cleveland, has joined 
WJW as an announcer. 








Women At WABC New York, For 
Traming As Engineers and IBEW 
Openly Prejudiced Against Them 





Question of employment of women 
radio technicians may become an 
issue in New York before long. Mat- 


ter has not come to a head as yet, 
though it has done so elsewhere, 
notably in St. Louis, where it pre- 
cipitated a brief strike at station 
KMOX. 

Three femme ‘apprentice’ engi- 
neers are at WABC, key outlet of 
Columbia in New York, but are re- 
portedly only being ‘trained.’ The 
International Brotherhood of Elec- 
trical Workers (AFL), which has a 
contract at the station, is refusing to 





let the women handle any tech- 
nician assignments or even ‘touch 
any equipment.’ Union officials, ex- 
plaining that the New York local is a 
Class A one, say it does not admit 
women members, so the femme 
technicians cannot be hired at 
WABC under the present contract, 
However, with the pact with the sta- 
tion due to expire in October, IBEW 
leaders are admittedly apprehensive 
about the presence of the femme 
trainees, 


No femme technicians have been 
(Continued on page 39) 











top markets, 


we're highly 


DAY AND NIGHT, U.S. radio networks are 
competing in a continuous coast-to-coast 
popularity contest. With the American 
Family in the judging stand, the awards are 
mighty important to everybody interested 


in broadcast advertising. 


Naturally, top honors are awarded in the 


where competition is keenest 


and where most of the judges live. Naturally, 


pleased at the honors Mutual 


‘is winning in the largest markets of all— 


the 14 cities of over 500,000 population. 








KEEP YOUR EYE ON THE ONE COMING UP! 











By popular vote, Mutual stations are wear- 





ing the third-or-better ribbon in 12 of these 





14 top markets. 





Here is popularity where it counts most, for 


in their primary areas alone these prize 


. of 
Mutual stations regularly serve 44.47 of 


all U.S. radio homes. 


And Mutual is even 


more popular, even more welcome, in other 


important markets. That’s why Mutual is 


ready to serve you.. 


.where and when you 


want your message delivered...in markets 


large and small. 





THE MUTUAL BROADCASTING SYSTEM 
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A South Carolina Heel Works for Nazis 





His Shortwave Reference 


to Old American Poem 


Arouses Some Attention 


+ 


Columbia, S. C., June 30. 


Mailed and telephoned requests to 
the South Carolina department of 
education here for William Cullen 
Bryant’s poem, ‘The Sons of Marion’s 
Men,’ is a result of Berlin -broadcasts 
by Robert Henry Best, former Spar- 
tanburg, S. C., newspaperman and 
foreign news correspondent, turned 
Nazi DX spieler in Germany. 


As a result, the department has 
asked the FBI to inve: tigate rami- 
fications of Best’s ether blasts for 
possible radio code transmission. 


Best, listeners informed James H. 
Hope, state superintendent of edu- 
cation, referred his radio audience 
to the Bryant poem and directed 
anyone interested to write to Hope 
for copies. 


Education department employees 
said FBI has been notified and let- 
ters requesting copies of the poem 
have been turned over to federal 
investigators on the expressed p0Os- 
sibility that Best is attempting to 
establish code contact with one or 
more persons. 


Bryant poem deals with stubborn 
resistance General Francis Marion, 
famed South Carolina Revolutionary 
patriot and his rugged Dixie fron- 
tiersmen déalt out to the British. 


However, Best, who in Berlin 
blasts boasted of his Southern origin 
and knowledge of things Dixie, his- 
torically and otherwise, made one 
raw slip, listeners reported. He gave 
as author of ‘The Sons of Marion’s 
Men’ William Gilmore Simms. Fact 
is Bryant authored poem. Simms 
wrote another poem ‘The Swamp 
Fox,’ dedicated to General Marion 
who earned title from British be- 
cause of his slyness in dodging Brit- 
ish regulars in South Carolina’s deep 
Swamps and pouncing on them as 
terrain, etc., offered best oppor- 
tunity. 

Best, son of Spartanburg Method- 
ist minister, hasn’t been around here 
in 22 years. Several relatives reside 
in Spartanburg. 


TWILIGHT BASEBALL 
ON WMCA, NEW YORK 


WMCA, New York, is inheriting 
Yankee baseball games under Gen- 
eral Mills-Macy’s co-sponsorship in 
a late-starter deal covering the twi- 
light and night games only. These 
have been on WNEW and WOV 
until now. 

WOR continues to broadcast the 
daylight games. 








Schenectady Sending To 
Yankee Troops Now In 


Australian Garrisons 


Schenectady, June 30. 

WGEO (General Electric) opened 
a new Australian beam last week for 
a two-hour daily program carrying 
news, capsule dramatizations of big 
league baseball games, and enter- 
tainment for American forces in the 
Southwest Pacific and voices of Aus- 
tralian-New Zealand soldiers now in 
the United States. The program is 
DXed from 6 to 8 a.m. EWT, which 
is 8 to 10 p.m. down under. Parts of 
the program are to be rebroadcast 
by Australian long-wave stations. 

Six Australian and New Zealand 
airmen, on furlough from Canedian 
fields, and Aiec McLean, of New 
York, president of the Australian 
Society, spoke on the initial pro- 
gram. 


JUNE HYND NOW WITH 
KELLOGG SERVICE, INC. 


June Hynd, former assistant di- 
rector of women’s activities at NBC, 
has joined the Kellogg Service, Inc., 
in New York. Firm are food sales 
consultants. Miss Hynd will be vice- 
president in charge of promotion. 

Her work will be an extension, in 
part, of the theme and ‘waste-line’ 
slogan of her last program, ‘What 
Can I Do?’, which was on the Blue 
network nine months. 


Bill Mayhew to Salt Lake 
As Air Force Lieutenant 

















Buffalo, June 30. 

Bill Mayhew, WBEN announcer, 
commissioned a second lieutenant in 
Army Air Force and reports July 
3 at Salt Lake City. His wife and 
two children will live in Washing- 
ton for duration. 

Was m.c. of early-morning ‘Sun 
Greeters Club’ and ran local half 
of ‘Quiz of Two Cities’ with Roches- 
ter, Followed on heels of Ward 
Fenton’s induction, so WBEN has 
added Dick Lape and Bill Mayer, 
latter from Cleveland, to its spiel- 
ing staff. 





Martin Jones Joins NBC 
Martin Jones, former Broadway 
producer and director, has joined the 
production staff of NBC. 





He has not yet been given regular 
assignments, 
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Maizlish Waives Chang 
Contract, With Proviso 


Hollywood, June 30. 

When Blue net announced signing 
of Dr. H. H. Chang, Chinese com- 
mentator, for series, it was notified 
by Harry Maizlish, manager of 
KFWB, that Chang was under con- 
tract to Warner station. Maizlish was 
all for nixing the deal but permitted 
it to go on so that Chang could 
‘better himself.’ 

However, in the event that Chang 
is not sold commercially upon Maiz- 
lish’s impending return from the 
East, the latter will demand Chang’s 
release on two weeks notice. 


ORDER WHOM 
VOTE ClO 
OR AFL 


Washington, June 30. 

Tiff between International Broth- 
erhood of Electrical workers, AFL, 
and American Communications As- 
sociation, CIO, over which should 
represent WHOM will be settled by 
a secret ballot election within the 
next 30 days, the National Labor 
Relations Board announced Thurs- 
day (25). Although a closed-shop 

ntract between the company and 

e ACA existed for the year end- 
ing October 1, 1941, certain differ- 
ences of opinion seemingly arose be- 
tween the company and the CIO 
union which delayed renewal of the 
contract. The IBEW meanwhile 
filed a petition requesting an in- 
vestigation and determination of 
representatives. 

Since no binding agreement be- 
tween the company and ACA was 
consummated until ‘more than two 
weeks subsequent to the date the 
IBEW filed its petition with the 
Board’ (Dec. 18) the NLRB is re- 
fusing to accede to ACA demands 
that eligibility of WHOM technicians 
to vote should be determined on the 
basis of the current pay roll. The 
Labor Relations Board is reverting 
to the pay roll ‘immediately pre- 
ceding the execution of the closed- 
shop contract on January 5, 1942.’ 

Reason given for this decision was 
that ‘we have repeatedly held that 
a contract should not preclude a de- 
termination of representatives when 
it is executed after a rival union has 
claimed to represent employees cov 
ered by the contract or has filed a 
petition with the board.’ 

No approximation of the number 
of employees of the station claimed 
by either union was given in the 
NLRB notice. 


WNYC’S' MUSIC AT WORK’ 
FROM A WAR FACTORY 


‘Music At Work,’ daily orchestra 
series on WNYC, municipal station 
in New York, for war plant workers, 
moved from the studio last Friday 
(26) for a live concert at the Wheel- 
er Shipbuilding Yard, Whitestone, 
N. Y. Show will remote from there 
every Friday henceforth. 

Severino Giovanelli conducted the 
WPA War Services Band No. 2 for 
the show from 12-12:30 noon. Idea 
is to provide relaxation for the 
workers during lunchtime, to speed 
up production during the regular 
working hours. If the Wheeler ship- 
yard broadcasts work out as hoped, 
programs may be originated from 
other war plants the other days of 
the week. 


NBC-Musicians Contract 
Coming Up for Decision 


Hollywood, June 30. 

Regional contract which NBC has 
with musicians union comes up for 
renewal on July 12 and union board 
meets this week to consider pro- 
posals to be incorporated in new 
ticket. 

CBS goes through same deal on 
Sept. 1 when its contract comes 
up for renewal and possible revamp- 
ing. 























Toledo. O.—Russell Gohring, pro- 
gram director of WSPD, Toledo, left 
Wednesday, June 24, to report at 
Miami Beach, Fla. for duty as a 
first lieutenant in the Army Air 
Force, 


Long Distance Piffle Is 
Holding Up the War, 
Fly Warns U.S. Public 


Washington, June 30. 


Chatty conversations, via long-dis- 
iance telephone, will be discouraged 
in the future by the War Communi- 
cations Board. 

Despite its impact on lovers who 
use the telephone to maintain con- 
tact during prolonged separations, 
anxious mothers wishing to ascer- 
tain whether sonny or daughter are 
well and wearing their rubbers, and 
lodge members who are impelled— 
after a few snifters at Joe’s—to chin 
with their buddies in distant cities: 
‘important toll calls relating to the 
war effort’ will be given a priority 
on the nation’s congested circuits, 

Letters to all phone companies and 
the heads of all Government agen- 
cies were dispatched Saturday (27) 
by Chairman James Lawrence Fly 
of the Communications Board, urg- 
ing that such private long-distance 
calls ‘as are necessary’ should be 
placed during off-peak hours. Fly 
defined the off-peak period as be- 
tween 12 noon and 2 p.m. (probably 
when Government execs are lunch- 
ing), 5 and 7 p.m., and 9 p.m. and 
9 a.m. ‘local times weekdays.’ 

Steady increase in long-distance 
calls during past few months was 
noted by Fly in his letter. And the 
situation is expected to get worse. 

An ‘educational program’ by the 
telephone companies was suggested 
by the War Communications chair- 
man, who also is chairman of the 
Federal Communications Commis- 
sion. Telephone companies should 
make every effort to win the coop- 
eration of the public, he said. Radio 
talks, newspaper ads or stories and 
‘inserts in monthly bills to custom- 
ers’ could be used in this regard, he 
pointed out. 

Government agencies were re- 
quested by Fly to curtail the use 
of the telephone wherever possible, 
substituting mail and telegraph or 
placing long-distance calls in off- 
peak periods. 


JOHNSON & JOHNSON 
USES 63 STATIONS 


Johnson & Johnson started a cam- 
paign of spot announcements on 63 
stations Monday (29). They are 
to be run off at the rate of from 
six to 10 a week. 

Young & Rubicam is the agency. 














Camel Soldier Smokes Tie- 
Up in Buffalo on July 4 


Buffalo, June 30. 


i Bob Hawk is due at Memorial Au- 
ditorium July 4 to emcee ‘Smokes- 
| for-Soldiers’ show staged by Buffalo 
|Evening News. Will accompany 
‘Grand Ole Opry’ unit of Camel 
Caravan composed of Ford Rush, 
Kay Carlisle, San Antonio Rose, 
Minnie Pearl, Fiddlin’ Red and 
Camelettes Trio. 

Show to buy smokes for Western 
New York boys in service also add- 
ing several circus acts such as 
perch-pole Antaleks to bill, cli- 
maxed by double fireworks display. 
Prices range from 25 cents to $1.35. 
Bob Armstrong’s WBEN house band 
will furnish music. 





CBS PROGRAM 
MEN ATN. Y. 
CLINIC 


Program directors for all the CBS 
managed and operated Stations 
opened Monday (29) a week's clini. 
cal session in the network’s home 
office. The time in New York will 
be spent exchanging mutual prob. 
lems, checking on program feeding 
angles with network executives, 
listening to morning programs on 
New York outlets, attending net- 
work commercial rehearsals and 
going over latest technical develop. 
ments with CBS sound effects men. 

On hand for the program clinic 
are: Russ Johnston, KNX, Los An- 
geles; Al Sheehan, WCCO, Minnea- 
polis; Stuart Dawson, WBBM, Chi- 
cago; C. G. (Tiney) Renier, KMOX, 
St. Louis; Del Castillo, WEEI, Bos- 
ton; George Allen, WABC, New 
York; Dick Linkrum, WJSV, Wash- 
ington; Charles Crutchfield, WBT, 
Charlotte, and Lionel Baxter, WAPI, 
Birmingham. 


LUM ’N’ ABNER FOLLOW 
GODWIN’S FORD SPOT 


The ‘Lum 'n’ Abner’ serial (Alka 
Seltzer) will be spotted immediately 
after the Ford news period (8-8:30 
p.m.) on the Blue, starting July 12. 
L&A remain at four programs a 
week, while Ford, which commences 
its series the same day, will be there 
every day in the week. 

Earl Godwin will handle the news. 
casts for Ford. 














IT’S NOT DAYTON 


George Case Switches to WGN, 
Chicago Instead 





Chicago, June 30. 

George Case this week joins the 
WGN production staff here instead 
of going back to WING, Dayton, as 
reported. 

Case will take over duties previ- 
ously handled by Danny Ryan, who 
joins the services. 


Fight Over Buckalew 


Hollywood, June 30. 


Donald W. Thornburgh, CBS vice- 
president, wants Edwin Buckalew, 
new western station relationer, to 
headquarter here for over-all closer 
touch with market. But others see 
greater need for him in ‘Frisco to 
combat NBC's highpowered setup 
there. 

Question of his location is still in 
the air, and his sales post under 
George Moscovics remains unfilled. 








Brownwood Power Upped 


Brownwood, Texas, June 30. 
Radio station KBWD has been 
granted a power increase by the 
Federal Communications Commis- 
sion from 500 watts to 1,000 watts 
daytime, 500 watts nightime. 
Station operates on a frequency of 





1380 kilocycles, with unlimited time. 
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WOAM SEZ NLRB 
EXAMINER NOT 
OPEN-MINDED 


Miami, June 30. 


WQAM has filed with the National 
Labor Relations Board an appeal 
from the findings of Trial Examiner 
Ww. P. Webb which held that Fred 
Handrich, news editor, was entitled 
to back pay and restoration to his 
job with the station. The appeals 
brief charges Webb with disregard- 
ing WQAM’s testimony, particularly 
as to its citation of 33 instances of 
the station’s friendliness to organ- 
ized labor. 

Webb had reported to the board 
that WQAM was hostile to organ- 
ized labor and the appeals brief 
points out that the station showed 
in its testimony that it had been 
consistently co-operative with the 
American Federation of Radio Art- 
ists, of which Handrich is a mem- 
ber. The brief contends that Han- 
drich had been discharged merely 
pecause of his incapability to per- 
form his duties as radio news editor 
in war time and describes him as 
‘temperamental, untrained,  stub- 
born and non-cooperative.’ 


Revised Sex Battle Drops 
Sanderson-Crumit Team 
To Try Walter 0’Keefe 


Julia Sanderson and Frank Crum- 
it leave the ‘Battle of the Sexes’ series 
for Cummer products after the July 
28 broadcast. ‘Sexes’ will be given 
a new format, with Walter O’Keefe 
the m.c. and the appeal aimed at a 
younger audience. O’Keefe will sup- 
ply the comedy writers and the 
Young & Rubicam agency the pro- 
duction, supervision, etc. 

Program airs Tuesday nights on 
WEAF-NBC. 


PHILLY ENGINEERS 
CALLED UP BY U.S.A. 


Philadelphia, June 30. 

The war has depleted ranks of 
Philly radio engineers and local out- 
lets are disturbed. Hardest hit is 
WCAU which lost five engineers, in- 
cluding Chief Engineer Jack Leitch, 
who is in the Navy. Other WCAU 
fishbowlers with Uncle Samuel are 
Dick Troxell, Charles Hartman, Al- 
len Mumcey and Frank Shannon. 
At least four more are expected to 
go within two months. 
WFIL lost John Cummings, Jerry 
Hiltz and Erny Julstedt, while Chief 
Engineer Arnold Nygren is set to 
£0 within the next couple of weeks. 
Fred Moore leaves next week for 
Canada, where he is expected to 
join the RCAF. At least three 
others are getting set to leave. WFIL 
last week hired Joseph Marshall, 
19-year-old, who formerly worked 
on WKST, New Castle, Pa. 
WPEN’s Nicholas DiFrancesco is 
in the Army, as is WDAS’ Bill Har- 
ris. Harry Grider, ex-WDAS-ite, 
is at the Navy Yard, while Marshall 














Soura also left for Government 
service. 
WIP’s Willard Botts is with the 


U. S. Army Signal Corps, while Bill 
Sigafoos, also of the same station, 
is with the Navy. Leroy Wolfe, also 
of WIP, has joined the U. S. Army 
Interceptor Command 

KYW lost two engineers to the 
service—Walter S. Gilbert and Sum- 
mers T. Carter. 





Geo. Denny Among 
Lecturers at Iowa U. 


Iowa City, June 30. 


George V. Denny, moderator for 
the Town Meeting of the Air pro- 
gram, conducted three of the Univer- 
sity of lowa summer sessions at Iowa 
City over past weekend. 

_Four delegates to the NEA conven- 
tion in Denver are also stopping 
over in Iowa City to conduct ses- 
sions. They are Thomas D. Rich- 
worth of NBC, H. B. Summers of 
the Blue, Roger Allbright of Teach- 
ing Film Custodian, Inc. and Paul 
Reed of the Office of Coordination 


‘Pumpernickle Bill’ Is A 
Wow to Dutch Farmers, 
College Survey Reports 


‘Pumpernickle Bill,’ German lan- 
guage performer, was the second 
most popular radio program in a 
poll recently conducted by Cedar 
Crest College, Allentown, Pa. Sur- 
vey was in cooperation with a study 
of rural radio listening being con- 
ducted by Columbia University. 
Allentown is in the heart of the 
so-called Pennsylvania Dutch area, 
large percentage of the inhabitants 
there being descendants of original 
German settlers. 

Gabriel Heatter was the most 
popular in the Cedar Crest poll, 61% 
of those voting mentioning him. 
‘Pumpernickle Bill’ was mentioned 
by 41%, while ‘Amos ’n’ Andy’ were 
included on the ballots of 22% and 
Edgar Bergen got 18% mentions. 


TED HUSING PERMANENT 


On General Motors ‘Cheers from 
Camps’ as Emcee 














Ted Husing, CBS sports spieler, is 
set as permanent m.c. of the Generali 
Motors ‘Cheers from the Camps’ 
show heard over CBS each Tuesday 
eve. 


This is the General Motors all- 
soldier show that originates in a dif- 
ferent army camp each week, which 
began sans a professional emcee. 





s qoverament Films, Washington, 











Fred Heider, Junior NBC 
Writer, Joins Red Cross 


Fred Heider, junior NBC staff 
writer, has resigned to take a job 
as scripter for the Red Cross, in 
Washington. NBC gave him a two- 
week vacation with pay as a going- 
away present and he’s spending the 
time at his home in Milwaukee. He 
starts July 13 for the Red Cross. 

Besides his NBC duties, Heider 
has been writing and producing 
‘Story Shop,’ a weekly series on 
WEVD, New York. 


Ballantine Beer 
Shortwaves To 
U. S. Garrisons 


Ballantine Beer is broadcasting a 
weekly half-hour program over 
NBC’s shortwave facilities which is 
being directed at men in the service 
in the British Isles and Iceland. Lee 
Emmerich and Bill Lewis share the 
talk assignment and program con- 
sists of sports resumes and phono- 
graph records. 

The time is Thursday, 1:15-1:45 
p.m. J. Walter Thompson is the 
agency. 








WMCA has changed all that. 





FIRST ON NEW YORK’S DIAL *¢ 


Fourth Control of Radio’ Booklet 





Carl Friedrich’s ‘Radio and Higher Education’ to Be 
Trailed by Others on Congress and Pressure Groups 





Canadian Soldiers Run 
Radio Station CKCL As 
Wartime Demonstration 


Toronto, June 30. 


Royal Canadian Army took over 
station CKCL, Toronto, Saturday 
(27) for a special wartime demon- 
stration. Soldiers operated the out- 
let from 7 p.m. until midnight, pro- 
ducing and announcing programs, 
handling the studio engineering, the 
transmitter and even the telephone 
switchboard. 

Corp. Sydney Banks, of the Army 
public relations office and a former 
actor and director, became program 
director. Former newsman Pvt. Jeff 
Hurley, who recently sold a script 
to ‘Columbia Workshop,’ wrote the 
programs and filled in as announcer. 
Royal Canadian Corps of Signals 
operated the controls, transmitter 
and switchboard. 

Stunt was similar to one familiar in 
the U. S., when stations hand over 
operation for sh.rt periods to high 
school groups. 





| with 
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‘Radiobroadecasting and Higher 
Education,’ which is number four in 
the ‘Studies in the Control of Radio,’ 
has made its appearance. Written 
by Carl J. Friedrich, of Harvard, 
the assistance of Jeannette 
Sayre Smith, it is one of the red- 
jacketed booklets produced at Lit- 
tauer Centre, Harvard, under a 
Rockefeller grant. 

As with the earlier booklets ex- 
cellent material is imbedded in this 
one which traces the rise and fall 
of educational licenses for stations, 
the neglect of campus radio by 
campus authorities coupled with the 
attempted influence of politicians 
where state-owned universities were 
involved. 

The final chapter looking to the 
future is perhaps the skimpiest, 
least complete, and therefor most 
teasing part of the boc*.let. 

Friedrich will produce his next two 
booklets on the respective subjects of 
‘Radio and Congress’ and ‘Radio and 
Pressure Groups.’ 





San Antenio—Pat Hanna has joined 
the radio department of the Conroy 
Advertising Agency here. From staff 
of WOAI. 





there’s a far simpler way 


Time was when advertisers had to tackle the New York 
market in an expensive, elaborate way. Big name pro- 
groms...Big stations...Big appropriations...in order to 
make a real radio impression in New York. 


of national awards two years in a row and broads 
casting New York Times bulletins every hour on the 
hour...WMCA has stepped far out of the small, inde- 


pendent station class in prominence and prestige. Offer- 
ing advertisers their first opportunity to use a low cost 
quality station to reach and sell New York radio families, 


By laying back Its audience-buitding ears and hitting 
a terrific stride in programming... like winning a pair 


FIRST WITH THE 


Have you listened to WMCA lately? 
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Wednesday, July 1, 1942 





4F COURT DENYS FCC RIGHT TO 


REFORM, 





E'LL ASK CONGRESS TO ACT’ SAYS FLY 





F ly Denies Caprice or Unfairness—Cites But 234 
Hearings in 8,000 Renewal Applications—Con- 
stant Stress on ‘Menopoly’ 





Washington, June 30. 

In the possible event that NBC 
and CBS escape ‘reforms’ by @ 
favorable decision of the United 
States Supreme Court based on 
the technical grounds that the 
Federal Communications Com- 
mission ‘lacked proper authority 
to initiate such regulations then 
the administration will go to 
Congress directly to write these 
same reforms into new legisla- 
tion. This will be harsh legisla- 
tion unlike the pending Sanders 
Bill which is indulgent to the 
webs. 


This is the general sense of a 
warning given to the radio industry 
last Thursday (25) by chairman 
James L. Fly during a session de- 
voted chiefly to discussion about the 
wisdom of longer licenses, changing 
revocation procedure, and allowing 
permit-holders and applicants more 
chances for judicial review of dis- 


pleasing Commish decisions and 
‘actions. Other principal points 
made by the chief whip-cracker 
during a_ Statistics-filled session 
were: 

1. Three-year tickets may be 


forthcoming soon, presumably if the 
chains surrender or lose their fight 
against the regulations, but a long- 
er-term license might tend to rec- 
ognize ‘property rights’ and thus 
contradict the basic philosophy of 
the Communications Act. 


2. The judicial review, interven- 
tion, and advisory opinion require- 


ments in the Sanders Bill will 
handicap the regulators and injure 
both licensees and applicants 


through delay, litigation, and need- 
less expense. 

Efforts to convince the critical 
house lawmakers that the Commish 
was not arbitrary, did not act im- 
pulsively, and merely responded to 
Congressional prodding in the net- 
work probe were made by Fly. 
Openly notifying the industry he 
will not quit his crusade, the chair- 
man hammered away with statistics 
at the idea the industry has no 
grounds for claiming to have been 
surprised or treated unfairly. 

Continued criticism from Capitol 
Hill was the primary reason for 
launching the study which culmi- 


nated in the sweeping command- 
ments, Fly related. After quoting 
the often-cited debates when the 
1927 arid 1934 laws were written, he 
stressed the repeated charges that 
the regulators were fostering a 
broadcasting monopoly, The inquiry, 
he said, was because of fires built 
under the Commish and the intro- 
duction of investigation resolutions 
of Senator Wallace White, former 
Congressmen William Connery, Wil- 
liam MacFarlane, and Lawrence 
Connery, and miscellaneous reprov- 
ing speeches over several years. 


Not a Surprise 


The chairman's rejoinder to com- 
plaints about arbitrary action was 
a three-page chronology of the pro- 
ceedings. Tracing . developments 
from adoption of the investigation 
order on March 18, 1938, Fly pointed 
out 96 witnesses were heard during 
73 days of testimony—with NBC 
putting 20 on the stand and CBS 17 
—and arguments of attorneys for 
the two senior webs against the reg- 
ulations fill 177 pages of the vol- 
uminous record. The evidence alone 
amounts to 8,713 pages, he stressed, 
and there were 273 pages of legal 
briefs by NBC and CBS counsel. 


Under pointed questioning Fly 
said he can see no close analogy 
between the legislation ordering the 
Securities & Exchange Commission 
to break up public utility holding 
companies -and the attempt to limit 
network control over affiliates. The 
rule forbidding any chain company 
to maintain two webs has been 
shelved, he noted when one con- 
gressman commented Congress al- 
lowed 10 years for holding com- 
panies to unload but the commish 
originally proposed to require NBC 
to divest itself of the Blue skein in 
90 days: The commish is not going 
to ‘force a sacrifice’ by RCA, he as- 
sured the fearful lawmaker. 

‘We are trying to return control 
over the stations themselves back to 
the stations rather than have them 
controlled extensively from New 
York,’ he observed. 

‘If you have not already author- 
ized them (the rules), I am going 
to ask you to take them up in detail 





and pass legislation along these 
lines, because I do think that these 


lrules are essential in the public in- 
terest.’ 

Congress could not take on such a 
chore as weighing all the technical 
and economic problems presented by 
the regulations, Fly warned. WNat- 
ural move would be for the leg- 
islators to refer the whole maiter 
to the administrative body and di- 
rect it to make such a study as al- 
ready has been accomplished. It is 
feasible, he conceded, for Congress 
to attempt to write specific regula- 
tions for conduct of the industry, 
but not easy. 

Completing his prepared objec- 
tions to the Sanders bill, Fly told 
the House group there is no neces- 
sity for altering the way in which 
licenses are issued and renewed, the 
first - come - first-served principle 
woulé prevent putting stations 
where the greatest need exists or 
picking the best qualified applicant, 
the National Association of Broad- 
casters’ proposals to limit commish 
authority are ‘superfluous,’ and the 
idea of compelling the regulators to 
hand down ‘declaratory rulings’ or 
advisory opinions is’ ‘unworkable’ 
and would cause outrageous delays 
and suffering. 


Fly gave limited approval to sug- 
gestions the commish might be al- 
lowed .to make advisory rulings 
when it sees fit, but protested the 
bill would open the door for almost 
endless litigation, If the regulators 
are directed to hand down such 
guides whenever requested, proceed- 
ings would be dragged out intermin- 
ably, while shady characters would 
try to see how close they could 
come to violating the law. 


In regard to proposals for more 
liberal intervention privileges and 
automatic hearings in numerous pro- 
ceedings, the FCC chief warned 
against placing impossible burdens 
on applicants with limited means, 
entrenching the vested interests, and 
hampering commish operations. 
When members protested that 
operators might be seriously injured 
by losing litigation due to an orig- 
inal FCC error, Fly demurred that 
industry members who .go ahead 
with big outlays when their per- 
mits are being challenged willingly 
incur the risk. Furthermore, in 
cases where grants for new stations 
are taken to court, the regulators 
normally extend the construction 
permit and don’t force the holders 
to complete work until the issues 
have been decided. 


The Chairman entered a vigorous 
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denial that the present renewal pro- 
cedure imposes hardships on opera- 
tors or presents the threat of back- 
door censorship. Suggestions for 
changes backed by almost every 
experienced communications lawyer 
received a heavy dose of cold water. 
While Congressmen Alfred Bul- 
winkle and Charles Halleck pressed 
him about the possible dangers, Fly 
maintained the doghouse method 
used in the McNinch era has been 
abandoned. 

Riding herd on licensees by forc- 
ing them to justify their conduct at 
hearings on renewal applications is 
decidedly preferable to using the 
revocation method of discipline, Fly 
insisted. It might be desirable to 
threaten permit-holders with punish- 
ment if penalties were lighter, he 
suggested, and there are changes to 
prevent prejudicial publicity, Under 
the present revocation system, car- 
peted operators get a black eye be- 
fore they can be heard, he protested, 
so this method of discipline is used 
only in flagrant cases, 

From July, 1934, to June 15, there 
have been 8,000 renewal applications 
submitted yet only 234 were set 
down for hearing. Fly pointed out 
in arguing the Commish has not 
abused its right to put operators on 
the witness stand before giving them 
permission to continue in business. 
And in 103 of these cases, the orders 
for hearings were cancelled. Only 
13 renewals were denied after hear- 
ings, he added, three because of tech- 
nical violations, one for misrepre- 
sentation of facts, and one for bad 
advertising. 

In the same period, there were but 
12 revocation orders and seven were 
rescinded after the Commish heard 
explanations and answers to charges. 
The two operators whose papers 
were yanked back had made false 
statements about ownership. Three 
cases are pending. 

The other statistical data handed 
the House committee were designed 
to show the Commish members and 
staff are thoroughly qualified by ex- 
perience to pass on such matters as 
the reform rules and that the Com- 
missioners don’t shirk their respon- 
sibilities. Fly’s biographies revealed 
the average age of the attorneys is 
35.8 years—they range from 28.3 to 
42.4 with the biggest batch (19) 33.9 
years old. During the 90 docket 
hearings since he took the helm, all 
members have shown up 31.1% of 
the time; six members were there 
35.6%; five attended 28.9%; and there 
were three or more absentees only 
44%, 

Fly also satisfied curiosity about 
special authorizations and experi- 
mental permits. Pointing out these 
can be modified or cancelled any 
time, he said there are three sets of 
papers authorizing developmental 
work (including WLW’s limited 500 
kw. operation) and 13 special author- 
izations, many permitting simul- 
taneous operation which would be 
impossible under. the technical 
standards. 


3 WEBS TO AIR 
ARMY VS. NAVY 


Esso (Standard Oil of N. J.) has 
tied up three networks for its broad- 
cast of the Army-Navy football 
game Nov. 28. The webs are CBS, 
NBC and Mutual. 

Each ‘network will have its own 
announcers and supplementary staff 
at Municipal Stadium, Philadelphia, 
for the event. Marschalk & Pratt is 
the agency. 


PIERRE HUSS COMM’L 
ON WOR BY SERUTAN 


Pierre J. Huss, formerly corres- 
pondent for the International News 
Service, has been signatured to a 
contract for Serutan by the Ray- 
mond Spector agency. He starts on 
WOR, N. Y., this Sunday (5) in the 
7:45-8 p.m. period and after eight to 
13 weeks of this same schedule he 
will likely be given a Mutual hook- 
up by the same account. Since his 
return from Nazidom Huss has writ- 
ten a book, ‘The Foe We Face,’ and 
done considerable lecturing. 

Serutan will continue its other 
Sunday evening stanza, ‘The Wash- 
ington Merry-Go-Round,’ which goes 
out over the Blue at 6:30-6:45 p.m., 
even though Bob Allen joins the 
army as a major following this 
week's (5) broadcast. Drew Pear- 
son, his partner, will carry on alone, 

















Minneapolis—An addition to the 





WCCO announcing staff is Ray Ten- 
penny, from WIBU, Madison. 





Brice Disque, Jr. 
NBC Script Ed 
Under Titterton 


Brice Disque, Jr., has been named 
editor of the NBC script department, 
under Lewis Titterton, manager 
It’s a new job and involves handling 
much of the detail work formerly 
done by Titterton. Disque has re- 
cently been doing freelance Script. 
ing, but formerly helped write, edit 
and produce numerous network com- 
mercials, including ‘Gang Busters,’ 
‘March of Time,’ etc. He was for 
several years a member of the Phil. 
lips H. Lord office. 


Marion Noyes is now handling 
clearance of literary rights for the 
NBC script department, having suc. 
ceeded Stockton Helfrich on the as. 
signment. She was formerly his as. 
sistant. Helfrich tranferred to con. 
tinuity acceptance head recently, 
succeeding Janet MacRorie, resigned, 


‘PULHAM’ SHELVED, IF 
YOUNG UNAVAILABLE 


Hollywood, June 30, 

If Robert Young can’t be obtained 
for ‘H. M. Pulbam, Esq.’ which Lux 
Theatre wants to do on July 13, the 
story will be dropped as program 
possibility while he’s busy at-Metro, 

J. Walter Thompson figures Young 
too closely associated with story to 
be substituted’ for and show would 
be empty without him. Irene Dunne 
and Charles Boyer are set for ‘Love 
Affair’ for preceding week, and 
likely another will be done after 
that if Young is still cinematically 
cornered. 


‘Latin Ad Biz OKay 


-Continued from page 31 





























spent mainly on three principal sta- 
tions and their affiliated networks. 
These are: Radio Belgrano (LR3) and 
its Primera Cadena de Broadcasting’s 
chain of 11 interior stations: Radio 
El Mundo (LR1) and Red Azul y 
Blanea chain of 12 interior stations, 
and Radio Splendid (LR4), with its 
RADES chain of 12 interior stations. 


Most of the U. S. companies using 
Argentine and Brazilian radio em- 
ploy U. S. advertising agencies, par- 
ticularly J. Walter Thompson, Mc- 
Cann-Ericson and N. W. Ayer, all of 
which have branches in both capi- 
tals. Programs make a neat compro- 
mise between U. S. ideas and local 
standards, having learned from bitter 
experience in some cases. 

Very popular here are serials, six 
times a week, 15 minutes to half an 
hour. Among U. S. advertisers now 
using these are Dagelle Creams, 
Palmolive soap, Tangee lipstick, Phil- 
lips milk of magnesia. As in the 
States, these programs started as 
daytime affairs, mainly for house- 
wives, but now have a far greater 
audience. Most are strictly romantic 
and melodramatic, with plenty of 
hokum, but adventure serials and 
cops and robbers shows, and any- 
thing else is likely to turn up. 

News programs: Local restrictions 
enforced by the current state of 
siege, and Argentina’s desire to re 
main strictly neutral, have kept news 
programs to news and nothing else 
but. Even the slightest comment 1s 
verboten, and Mundo, for example, 
has not been permitted to carry the 
short-wave daily news commentary 
of its own New York correspondent, 
Alejandro Sux, who DX’s to all the 
rest of Latin-America. Short-wave 
finds its greatest number of listeners 
among those interested in news come 
mentary rather than the straight dis- 
patches, since latter are available 
here practically every five minutes, 
and include almost the complete file 
of UP and AP. 

Musical programs. These include 
both local tango orks, U. S. jazz and 
Brazilian and Mexican, as well 4s 
U. S., classical. Interest in norie- 
americano jive remains high, al- 
though Brazilian and Mexican musi¢ 
have long been on the upbeat. Many 
programs are built on the general 
U. S. idea, with comedian, know?! as 
an ‘animador,’ heading up the com 
pany. 

Sports. 
sports news, but limited to sports 
known locally in each country. Most 
popular is ‘futbol,’ which is North 
American soccer. 
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Production Centres 


Continued from page 32 


night editor in his place. ..Eddie Sherman, manager of Abbott & Costello, 
returns East, June 30, and may conclude couple of air deals for his boys .. . 
Sam Shipman, agent for Laurel & Hardy, back from Eastern trek and 
talking air platter deals for comic twain...Grace Guaranera, secretary to 
Alec Robb, assistant program manager for NBC, upped to traffic depart- 
ment, filling post vacated by George Volger since manpower going on 
premium...Called to Navy lieutenancy, Larry Raymond has folded his 
L.A. ad agency...Frank Bingman handling spieler chore for ‘Those We 
Love,’ replacing Cantor program July 1...Ben Byers, training with R.A.F. 
at Lancaster, Cal., off to Ottawa and action. He’s former NBC press- 
man...Time up, Tay Garnett’s ‘Three Sheets to the Wind’ becalmed after 
June 23 broadcast on NBC. Series goes into a Garnett film production 
now. 

Phil Regan, back from p.a. tour...Russ Hudson, NBC sales trafficker, 
will be a father in August...Bill Wood, former KGO announcer and mc., 
gets Navy lieutenancy...Ray Buffum takes over Wallace Ruggles’ pro- 
ducer berth at KPO, Frisco, and Phil Ryder, former guest relations mem- 
ber, goes to sound effects, replacing Keith Wadsworth at same station... 
Connie Maines and Bob Carroll will vocalize on new Meredith Willson- 
John Nesbitt program, summer-replacing ‘Fibber’ on NBC June 30... 
Rubber telephone wire twist-preventers going way of all scrap at local 
Benton & Bowles bailiwick...Don Smith and Howard Spencer, NBC traffic 
men, drafted this week...Hal Bock, NBC’s press chief, topped ’em all by 
tossing in his comfy rf@™ber-soled house slippers—because they came from 
Japan...Harry Howard and Martin Gosch, writers for new Edna May Oli- 
ver show, in Benny spot for Rinso, trained in Friday for confabs with 
Murray Bolen, R. & R. producer... 

Pearl Ginn, young widow of Navy lieutenant who was lost at Pearl 
Harbor, switching from script typing to news writing for CBS after month 
here...Alec Robb, of NBC program department, exits for East with plat- 
ters of package shows, contrived here for Eastern sales to push...On bond 
payroll plan, CBS has signed 90%; NBC, 87; Blue (small personnel), 100% 
and KHJ-Don Lee Mutual for self and KDB, Santa Barbara, 65 and 100, 
respectively; KGB, San Diego,,and KFRC, Frisco, 91 and 60...Ruthrauf* 
& Ryan brewing program for Lionel Barrymore, with Hector Chevigny 
and Car] Herzinger working on script, via instruction from agency radio 
supervisor, Pete Barnum...Auditions for support roles in ‘Private Life of 
Mrs. Tuttle,’ Edna May Oliver starrer soon to start, being held by Mur- 
ray Bolen, producer for R. & R....When Noel Corbett, NBC pressman, 
visited-NBC quarters in ’Frisco and started on building tour, he was first 
shuffled to basement for half hour because of air raid drill...Fleetwood 
Laughton now doing his NBC news spiel in Spanish, too, for Latin-Ameri- 
can shortwaving. 


HOTEL MAN JOINS NBC 
GUEST RELATIONS DEPT. 





Krause, Vander Pyl Of 
WGAR, Cleve., Join Up 


Cleveland, June 30. 
Elmer M. Krause, auditor and per- 





Vic Peterson, formerly in the hotel 
and travel agency fields, has been 
appointed assistant manager of the 
NBC guest relations division by 
Jerry Martin, manager. He will han- 
die tours and promotion. 

Paul Rittenhouse continues as as- 
sistant manager in charge of opera- 
tions in the guest relations division. 





sonnel manager of WGAR, was made 
first lieutenant in Army air forces. 
He joined studios in 1930. 


Ellis Vander Pyl, WTAM, and 
member of suburban city council, 
has been called to active duty in 
Army military intelligence. He was 
a member of Lost Battalion of Rain- 
bow Division in World War I. 





SALUTE’ ALSO GOES 10 
AUSTRALIAN GARRISON 


Schenectady, N. Y., June 30. 
‘Salute to the Men in Foreign 
Service, news series being arranged 
by various newspapers throughout 
the country and aired by shortwave 


Saturdays, will in future also be re- 
broadcast by longwave in Australia, 
as well as in the U. S. Original 
stanzas are heard Saturday nights 
in the U. S. and are aired by record 
later via shortwave at six different 
times through General Electric’s two 
local transmitters, WGEO and 
WGEA, and its shortwaver in San 
Francisco, KGEI. 

Edition picked up and rebroadcast 
in Australia at 9 p.m. Sunday, aired 
here by WGEO at 7 a.m. the same 
day. 


POOL OF RADIO 
PARTS AWAITS 
INVENTORY 


Washington, June 30. 


Pooling of broadcast station re- 
placement parts has been approved 
in principle by the War Production 
Board but details of the inventory, 
catalog, exchange system remain to 
be worked out. Chairman James L. 
Fly, of the Board of War Communi- 
cations, said the WPB has signified 
it will go along on the general sug- 
gestion to maintain a cross-index 
file of all available spare pieces of 
equipment. 

There’s very little chance the WPB 
will release any critical materials 
to build up the stocks of items which 
are definitely short. 














Pittsburgh--New additions to the 
KDKA staff are Larry Alexander, 
announcer, and Fred Leonard, stu- 
dio operator. Alexander comes here 
from WSB, Atlanta. 





20 Years to the Day Credo Harris 
Retires From WHAS Managership 





vv 


Contel Recovering 


Mexico City, June 30. 

Enrique Contel, manager of local 
radio station XEQ, of the Azcarraga 
syndicate, is recovering in a local 
hospital from an emergency opera- 
tion for appendicitis. 

He was stricken while at work in 
his office. 


‘Here, Hold These Un'il 
After the War,’ FCC Says 
To 54 Filers of Papers 


Washington, June 30. 

Another 54 applications for con- 
struction of new standard, FM and 
television stations, or changes in 
transmitting facilities were junked 
for the duration by the Federal Com- 
munications Commission Wednesday 
(23) under the policy adopted last 
April to reject such pleas as involve 
the use of construction materials. 

List of applications dismissed 
without prejudice was as follows: 

Frankfort Broadcasting Co., Frank- 
fort, Ky.; WTMJ, Milwaukee, Wisc.; 
WMC, Memphis, Tenn.; KXA, Seat- 
tle, Wash.; WFBR, Baltimore, Md.; 
KOWH, Omaha, Neb.; KVAK, Atchi- 
son, Kans.; KOIN, Portland, Ore.; 
KGIR, Butte, Mont.; KVNU, Logan, 
Utah; Northern Ohio Broadcasting 
Co., Elyria, O.; WCOV, Valdosta, Ga. 

WBAX, Wilkesbarre, Pa.; WTMC, 
Ocala, Fla.; KTSW, Emporia Kans.; 
KGW, Portland, Ore.; WHIS, Blue- 
field, W. Va.; WJHL, Johnson City, 
Tenn.; KBPS, Portland, Ore.; WJDX, 
Jackson, Miss.; WREN, Lawrence, 
Kans. 

Plea of Allen B. DuMont Labora- 
tories, Washington, D. C., for tele- 
vision facilities also was turned 
down by Commish, as was the re- 
quest of the Houston Printing Corp., 
Houston, Tex., for an FM station. 








San Antonio announcing staff of 
station KTSA has added Eston 
Pace from KRIS, Corpus Christi 





Louisville, June 30. 

Credo Fitch Harris, WHAS radio 
director, terminates a 20-year career 
in broadcasting wit his retirement 
from active service Wednesday (1). 
Harris is one of the pioneers of the 
business, having taken over at 
WHAS in 1922, just 20 years ago to 
the day. At that time he was a 
feature writer for the Courier- 
Journal, owners of WHAS. J. Em- 
mett Graft, engineer, and Dorothy 
Kirchubel, secretary, who started 
with him are both still with the 
station. From this early staff of 
three, station personnel has _ in- 
creased to over 60. 


Besides his duties as station man- 
ager, Harris found time to indulge 
in extra-curricular activities. He 
was the author of seven books, one 
of them ‘Microphone Memoirs’, 
dealing with his experiences in the 
broadcasting biz. He is also the 
author of 10 plays, severa) of which 
have been produced by the Players 
Ciub and other local amateur or- 
ganizations, 


Harris is to be feted tonight 
(Wednesday) by his friends and co- 
workers at a banquet, and members 
of the newspaper staff are prepar- 
ing an elaborate book, with pictures 
and stories culled from the radio 
man’s career. 


Harris has been in poor health for 
several years, and his plans for the 
future are indefinite. 





Marjorie Hazelwood on 
Visit to Hollywood 


Houston, June 30. 


Marjorie Hazelwood who conducts 
daily radio program, ‘Hollywood 
Highlights, on KXYZ is in Holly- 
wood for a chance to see the stars 
about whom she talks. 

While she is away, her program is 
being carried on by Bill Bryan, an- 
nouncer, with Houston theatrical 
editors filling in as guests. 

The program is sponsored by the 
Grand Prize Brewing Co. 





——__—_ | 






























VEN in the nation’s Capital, where there are no 

industries, the 42,668 workers of the Navy 
Department make a “factory:’ And although many 
of these employees sit at desks or operate comptom- 
eters instead of giant cranes, their total number is 
typical of war-time industry. 


Similarly, their total monthly payroll of almost 


eight and one-half million dollars is well worth 


thinking about. 


These sums of men and money are as important 


WASHINGTON’S 50,000 WATT STATION 


Owned and operated by Columbia Broadcasting System. Represented by Radio Sales with 
offices located in New York, Chicago, Los Angeles, St. Louis, San Francisco, Charlotte. 
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in Washington, D.C., as they would be in Pitts- 


burgh or in Gary. Thus the 


Navy Department is 


another one of Washington’s smoke-stack-less 


“‘industries”’...one which is a 


per-capita income ranking. 


factor in the city’s top 


WJISV leads in volume of local and national 


spot business in this wealthiest metropolitan mar- 


ket. To reach Washington “industry; use WJSV... 
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(WOV, New York City) 


Portrait of An Italian Language Station 


J 











A monitoring of WOV over a week's period suggests that Italian lan-!can attract a young man from the 


guage programs are perhaps at their best when they deal with Italian 
The family tie is most effectively stressed, some- 
re-* 


sentiment and valor. 
times with genuinely touching 
sults, sometimes the hot breath of 
theatrical garlic seems to resemble 
good standard Yankee corn. 


Italians are, of course, known for | perhaps it was 


their devotion to music. This ranges 
from grand opera to street-songs. On 
WOV what starts out to be a latin 
rhumba session may detour into ‘O 
Sole Mio.’ Orchestral symphonies 
seem to be neglected, always in fa- 
vor of the voice as the supreme in- 
strument of Italian devotion. 

High-brow Italians report that 
they cannot long stay tuned in to 
WOV. It is over-seasoned for their 
taste. Yet they concede it probaoly 
comes close to a practical formula 
for pleasing the rank and file of their 
countrymen. 

The advertising announcements 
sometimes seem hurried and crowd- 
ed. Musical background sometimes 
obscures the sales message. There is 
a merry-go-round quality at. times. 
A new Italian grocery store is open- 
ing. The announcer proclaims the 
facts, then mouths the street ad- 
dress. Some listeners complain there 
is too much talk on the Montecatini 











RUTH MOSS 


A New 
WNAC Woman's 


Feature 
8:30-9 A.M, 


MONDAY THRU SATURDAY 


NOW 


RUTH MOSS 


offers the advertiser 
her experience in speaking 
to the woman in the home 


A gossipy, chatty half-hour of things 
of interest to women 


«ae pe in a true 
Yankee Fashion 
by 


RUTH MOSS 


Ask the man from 
Petry 
about the cost 


WNAC 


Key Station of 
New England’s Own 
The Yankee Network 


Member cf the Mutual 
Broadcasting System 


| program 
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and this seemed true on 
first hearing but on later broadcasts 
the quality seemed improved. Or 
‘Variety’s’ monitor 
becoming accustomed to the level. 

Herewith in capsule form ‘Variety’ 
itemizes the elements that made up 
WOV’s schedule last week: 

7:30 A.M. 

Transcription: Senator Robert 
Wagner: Appeal to buy bonds; 1 min. 

Alberto Ciana: Anti-fascist editor, 
analyzes the news for the enlighten- 





ment of those who can best be 


way she is dressed. The language is 
a mixture of Italian and English. 
(Interwoven with advertisement by 
Royal Watch Co.). 
The comedy is quite clever. 
9:20 A.M. 


Barney—Announcement, 

Musical interlude. 

Brodo Caruso (songs)—Announce- 
ment. 

‘The Little Onions’ continue. 

A combination of funny songs fol- 
lowed by ‘My Guitarre Cries’ (sung 
in both languages). 

9:30 A.M. 
Vino Colombo—Announcement. 
Music. 








Some Generalizations Re: WOV 


From 7:30 a.m. until 6 p.m. six days a week Station WOV broadcasts 


in Italian. 


Its nights belong to English language broadcasting. 


The 


daylight personality of the station, owned by Arde Bulova, the watch 
manufacturer, is presumably designed to please the less cultured part 
of New York city’s first and second generation Italo-Americans, who 
collectively represent some 15.5% of the city’s population. 

WOV is wholly antiseptic as regards pro-Axis material and ap- 


parently has been for some time. 


a number of pro-democratic programs. 


Scattered through its schedule are 


The schedule is quite lit- 


erally and liberally dotted with public service announcements for 


Government endorsed citizen participation activities. 


The newscasts 


are uniformly captioned to stress that only United States sources are 
used and to underline that such news most easily and most effectively 
reaches Italians of a certain type through such lingual broadcasts. 
For 130 minutes of advertising there were 347 minutes of enter- 
tainment and 86% minutes of public service. 
WOV’'s advertising support is chiefly of the classified or spot an- 


nuncement variety. 


There are some program sponsors, however, and 


it is notable that the station carries a number of daily-continued 
‘stories roughly comparable to the so-called soap operas of the Eng- 


lish language stations. 


The literary content and histrionic style of 


these serials (romanza is the Italian descriptive) are flavored with 


emotional garlic. 


often the scefte is 


The family crises have a Latin overtone. 
in the homeland. 


Very 
Often the complications are 


European in their frame of reference and, of course, the ethical code 


is Roman Catholic in coloration, 


For reasons peculiar to their immigrant status and the awkward 
position produced by that Italian ham actor, Mussolini, it is probably 
fair to state that the Italo-American colony in the ‘United States, and 
especially in cosmopolitan New York, is subject to a self-centered 


complex. They are easily aroused 


concerning their relationship to the United States. 


and sympathetic toward anything 
They want to be 


Americans but they have not always been welcomed into the bosom 
of Anglo-Saxondom. Their Latin natures keep perennially warm the 


memory of their origins. 
tional scenes. 
depot to kiss the son good-bye. 


Family life, too, is hot with tears and emo- 
A trip to Bridgeport may bring the whole clan to the 








reached in the Italian language (tone 
of voice could be improved). 

Roma Wine—Announcement,. 

7:45 A.M, 
Busch Jewelers—Announcement. 
7:47 A.M. 

‘America on the March,’ military 
marches on records (Sousa and 
Goldman). 

Reminder to dim lights at night; 
30 sec. 

50,000 volunteers 
brigade; 30 sec. 

(Similar reminders given in Eng- 
lish.) : 


needed for fire 


8 A.M. 
Bulova-—Announcement. 
‘Morning melodies in records.’ 
1. La signorina de la quinta strada 
(the girl from Fifth avenue), 
2. Senza mama (without mama). 
Macaroni La Rosa—Announcement. 
3. Ramone. 
4. Polka. 
Barney—Announccment. 
5. Valse: Rosa. 
6. Rolero (in Spanish). 
7. Song in French. 
Appeal for the USO—1 min. 
8. Intermezzo. 
Busch Jewelers—Announcement. 
8:30 A.M. 
News—5)5 mins. 
‘From authentic American sources.’ 
Announcer, Arico Colombio. 
8:35 A.M. 
Appeal for the minute men. 
Melodies continued. 
Appeal to buy War Bonds—30 sec. 
Join the Marines—30 sec. 
Music: Il talesmane de amore. 
| Stambeck, headache relief—An- 
| nouncement. 
La piccimini (music). 
Valse de Viene. 
Appeal to frugare goma (rubber 
isaving), 
Music espagnol, Italian songs. 
9 A.M. 
‘The Little Onions.’ 
(Antonio et Paulo Chipuduzza.) 


Fels Naptha Soap — Announce- 
ment. 
Music Interlude on Records—1 


min, 

The comedy begins with amusing 
\signature. An alarm clock ringing 
'not loud enough. The woman of the 
jteam is very funny. Introducing the 
|polka and emphasizing the idea of 
‘slenderizing. How a very old lady 


9:40 A.M. 

Felis Naptha—Announcement, 

Very impressive in advertising 
technique. 

Song: ‘Tell It to the Marines,’ 

9:50 A.M. 

Fels Naptha—Announcement, 

9:55 A.M. 

Barney—Announcement. 

More ‘Onions’ and reference to 
their bookings on the stage during 
the next-ten days. Send for tickets. 

10 A.M. 

Bulova Watches—Announcement. 

News—5 mins. 

For the benefit of those who can 
best be reached in the Italian lan- 
guage. 

Produtti Marini—3 mins. 

Musical moments, 

Appeal for buying War Bonds—1l 
min. 


10:15 A.M, 
‘Melodic Gems’ (new series of 
broadcasts). 
WOV home orchestra, conducted 


by Paul Romeo. 

1. Victor Herbert, ‘Fortune Teller.’ 

Bulova—Announcement. 

2. Tango. 

3. Sherry, ‘I Love You’ (English). 

Fels Naptha—Announcement. 

4. ‘Chinese Lullaby.’ 

Macaroni La Rosa—Announcement. 

5. Ernest Ball, ‘I Forget You’ (Eng- 
lish). 

6. Waldteufel, Waltz. 

ll A.M. 
Pastina Caruso—Announcement. 

Italian and Swiss Wine—An- 
nouncement. 

The announcer says that children 
love Pastine and refuse anything 
else to eat. 

A dialog between two ladies stress- 
ing the good results Patina Caruso 
produces on their children’s health. 
Five minutes of straight commercial. 

11:02 A.M. 

Armando Rossi on macaroni, 

11:03 A.M. 
Figlii De La Corsica. 
11:13 A.M. 

Roman Macaroni Co. 

War Bonds. 

Alligator shoes for men. 

11.25 A.M. 

Oleo Bertola—5 Mins. 

11:30 A.M. 
Drama: ‘Guistizia de Dio’ 





A man is knocking at a door at a 
late hour of the evening, in the cata- 





combs of Rome. An innkeeper says 
to him: ‘Come tomorrow. Have a 
glass of wine with me!’ The stranger 
asks ‘what brand it is?’ and the inn- 
keeper replies: ‘It is vino frascati.’ 

Follows the advertisement of 
Fernet Branca Italian Tonic. 

The dialog goes on, interrupted 
twice by Pastina Caruso advertising. 
Latter is close to American tech- 
nique. 

11:50 A.M. 

‘La Traviata’ recorded. 

Italian Swiss Colony Wine—An- 
nouncement. 

12 Noon 

News—5 Mins. 

Announced by fan are. 

Optical Co.—Announcement. 

Casa Pastina Di New York—An- 
nouncement. 

12:06 P.M. 

Record: ‘Canta Maria’ 

12:09 P.M. 

Oleo de Oliva Pastina—Announce- 
ment. 

12:15 P.M. 

Stanback headache 
nouncement. 

12:16-12:20 P.M. 
Oleo Gemma, advertising in dia- 
og. 


relief—An- 


12:24 P. M. 
Advertising for a theatre per- 
formance, 
12:25 P.M. 
Oleo Gemma—Announcement, 
12:28 P. M. 
War Bonds. 


12:29 P.M. 
Songs. 
12:30 P.M. 
Oleo Gemma (in English). 
La Rosa Macaroni program. 
Starting with Santa Lucia music 
—5 Mins. 
Advertising repeated in English— 
1 Min. 
Andre Luotti, announcer. 
Appeal for USO—30 sec. 
Drama: ‘Marcella’ (Romanze). 
The story of a stepchild in Italy. 
The father of this child returned 
from America and incidentally finds 
his own child under his car when 
slipping on an icy pavement. Dia- 
log between two women in refer- 
ence to the orphan girl. The step- 
mother is talking of the cost of 
bringing up this child Marcella. 
The girl wants to go out, but has no 
shoes. The listening lady feels sorry 
for her plight. There is an older gir] 
who is hers, She has the best of 
everything, spoiled to the point 
where she abuses her own mother 
and resents the ignorance of her 
mother. She feels like munching 
some chestnuts and she sends Mar- 
cella out to buy her some. (To be 
continued.) 
12:56 P.M. 


Music with advertising for 
Delancey theatre, Newark Opera 
House, Ozone Park theatre. 

12:58 P.M. 
Macaroni Rosa—Announcement, 
1 P.M. 


Mama Mia Oil—Announcement. 

Drania: ‘Il Re Della Montagna’ 
(‘The King of the Mountains’). 

The son of the lady became a 
brigand, because he killed a count. 
F2 went to the mountains. (To be 
continued.) 

1:28 P.M. 

Advertisement for a theatre com- 
pany. 

1:29 P.M. 

Grand opening of an Italian gro- 

cery store in the Bronx, 
1:30 P.M. 

Ronzoni Spaghetti program. 

James Capasutti announcer and 
the Italian Theatre Company. 

Advertising in English (Ronzoni). 

News—5 mins. 

Ronzoni—Announcement, 

1:44 P.M, 

‘The Three Musketeers.’ Drama 

de Alexandre Dumas (continued). 
1:49 P.M. 

Pledge for the Minute Men (in 

English). 





— 
2 P.M. 

Sapone Oxydol (announced in 
English and Italian), 2 min. 

‘The Rinaldo Family,’ humorous 
sketch, 

Appeal for War Bonds. 

Oleo Oliva Pastina — Announce. 
ment. : 

2:15 P.M. 

Twice a week, a 15-minute course 
in English is given by Dr. Thatcher 
Clark, a well-known educator and 
linguist. Hurried, difficult. 


2:30 P.M. 
Latin-America Rhythms: 
1. Italian Song. 
Barney—Announcement, 
2. Spanish Song. 
Busch Jewelers—Announcement, 
3. French Song, ‘Le Fiacre.’ 
Fels Naptha—Announcement, 
4. Italian Song. 
La Rosa Macaroni—Announcement, 
5. English Song. 
6. Spanish Song. 


2:53 P.M. 

Advertising in English—1 min. 

2:55 P.M.-2:57 P.M. 
Waltz: Il Cinte de Luxembourg. 
Rhumba. 
2:59 P.M. 

News for the enlightenment of 
those who can best be reached in the 
talian language. 

3 P.M. 

Oleo Maria Mia—Announcement, 

Announcer, Arico Colombo. 

News interrupted twice by an. 
nouncements (Oleo Maria and gro- 
cery) 

Barney—Announcement. 

Talk by Mrs. Anthony Mall. 

Appeal for the USO. 

‘Parla di madre a madre’ (one 
mother to another). 

Mentions special Italian contribue 
tion to the Fund. 

Tango. 

3:15 P.M. 

Polka. 

‘Melodies of Yesterday and Today,’ 

(Brief remarks on each melody), 

1. Song. 

2. Music Prohibita. 

3. Lirica. 

4. Song. 

3:30 P.M. 

Selective Service. 

WOV Artists’ Bureau. 

Adv. for Theatre Companies. 


3:35 P.M. 
Drama, ‘La Gorilla e la Tigre’ (10 
min.) 
(Time of the Roman Gladiatore; 
much sound effects of tigers used.) 
Barney—Announcement, 


3:46 P.M. 

Women’s Division of the Mazzini 
Society, a program of instruction and 
education from a woman’s angle. 

The speaker discusses suppression 
of liberty in personal life and news- 
papers in Fascist Italy. Points to the 
freedom of the free nations and the 
peace aims of President Roosevelt. 
Freedom from fear. Good appeal to 
the woman’s heart. 

3:59-4 P.M. 

Music. 

4 P.M. 

Juan Vitolo Program (tenor). 

Reference to his public appear- 
ances on several stages in the vicinity 
of New York. 

Some English Songs. 

The announcer sends his regards 
to Vitolo’s parents, who are celebrat- 
ing their 33d wedding anniversary. 
(Typical Italian gesture.) 

Barney—Announcement, 

Musical Interlude. 


(Continued on page 39) 














... Getting action 
because it reaches the 
most responsible au- 
dience in America’s 
busiest industrial 
center... 


DETROIT’S LEADING 
INDEPENDENT STATION 
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SPECIAL MATERIAL 
For ED WYNN in 


“LAUGH, TOWN, LAUGH” 


‘WRITTEN BY 


ALAN LIPSCOTT * DAVID R. SCHWART? 

















a i eR teem 





ad 





cece peon 


j 
4 
$ 
i 








r- 
ly 


is 
te 
y- 

















meen 





can AIO ly Lani OO i alam 





a cee tee os Ce 





caer 


RN 5 ee Ae 


ab 


Wednesday, July 1, 1942 


VARIETY 


RADIO 39 





—__ 


++ 


Radio 





NROE ORCHESTRA 
GHN MO Shirley 


U 
pL Marilyn Duke, Tom 


Ss 
Monday, 7:30 p.m. 

y _CBS, New York 

WABC-CB (Esty) 
i coming dance orchestra, 
sconiy’ the Paramount, New 
York, took over .ae Blondie’ time 
and spot Monday night (29) to pre- 
sent the kind of shythm-accenting 
pounce that the kids like. Every 
time the radio director signalled for 
the audience mikes to be opened up 
the crescendo of whistles and yells 
from the studio teen-agers rose to a 
itch of enthusiasm trat the Camel 
ys evidently accept, and. others 
will also, as a symbol of the prob- 
able age level of the appeal and the 
robable intensity in that group of 
eal. ’ 
nerot that Vaughn Monroe is all a 
tear-’em-apart ensembl>. There is 
versatility, too. And even late in 
the proceedings @& change of pace 
toward dreamy ballads and softly 
articulated romance. Throughout, 
regardless of whether listening ears 
have been beaten by many years 
into a conservatism in these matters, 
it is evident that this bunch is well- 
rehearsed, well-organized, _ highly 
competent. The vocals of Monroe 
himself and his auxiliaries are es- 
pecially attractive to the more an- 
tique eardrums that will ask to be 
included out on those sassy, brassy, 
mauled and overhauled blaring e..d- 
ings to melodies that have been 
jived into a bleeding pulp. 

Camels is still putting a meter on 
the smoke from the leading cigarette 
brands and is still announcing its 
not-very-coy surprise that it found 
itself best. “We poison you less 
proudly announces Camels, heedless 
and indifferent to the little fact that 
this kind of advertising is rust be- 
low the water-line of all advertising, 
that it fires the anti-advertising con- 
sumer camp with crusader zeal, 
Clever, however, was the trick of 
h:ving Vaughan Monroe musically 
illustrate with various passages the 
‘smooth,’ ‘mellow, ‘cooler-burning 
qualities. Why not just be pew 

sata. 





‘YOUTH ON PARADE’ 
With Dolphe Martin, Del Castille, 

Jack Lawrence, Young American 

Choristers, Child Singers, Actors, 
3@ Mins. 

Sustaining 
Saturday, 10 a.m. 
WABC-CBS, New York 

Columbia herewith provides for 
what recently has been called a void 
in war programming, namely, iden- 
tification of children, as such, with 
war activities suitable to their ages, 
Lyman Bryson, of the CBS home 
oftice, discovered an ideal format at 
CBS’ Boston station, WEEI, where 
for the past year Dolphe Martin 
has trained child talent and worked 
out by trial and error what seems 
now to be a surefire combination, 
Manager Harold Fellowes of WEEI, 
who hired Martin and financed the 
Saturday morning program, now 
gets the credit for something good 
enough to go network and ingenious 
enough to fill an expressed social 
need of the times. Actually there 
is no reason why ‘Youth on Parade’ 
need stop when the war stops. It is 
an ideal tieup for peacetime activ!i- 
ties, such as Four-H’s, Boy and Girl 
Scouts, etc. 

The program as heard Saturday 
(27) on its first spread to the net- 
work derived its appeal largely 
from two circumstances: (1) the su- 
perb choral work and_ well-re- 
hearsed bits of many juvenile per- 
formers and (2) the so-called ‘Junior 
Herald of the Air,’ a youngster who 
gives news from all over the U. S. A, 
concerning other youngsters who 
are helping Uncle Sam with’ sal- 
vage and other operations. 
news slant makes the program na- 
tionwide in its roots, but the Young 
American Choristers in Boston, with 
the supplementary soloists, furnish 
entertainment as well as ‘propa- 
ganda.’ 


Dolphe Martin has a distinct knack 


for blending young voices and for 
guiding choirs along popular lines. 
With Del Castillo’s organ accom- 
Paniment the cohesion and disci- 
Pline of the youngsters stands out 
along with the velvety Martin ar- 
rangements. He had a pip para- 
phrase in ‘Buckle Down, Buck Pri- 
vate’ and a softly fetching ‘I Don't 
Want to Walk Without You,’ taken 
solo first by a 14-year-old, Ruth 
Casey, and then embracing the full 
choir. Another item given enriched 
vitamins via the arrangement was 
Welcome Lewis’ tune * ‘Fall In 
and Get Behind Your President,’ 
which snugly fitted the  pro- 
gram’s general emphasis. 

Ray Gerard directed the program 
for CBS, bringing it compactly to- 
gether. It was well cued and bridged 
from item to item aud nicely an- 
nounced (despite one loss of place) 
by announcer Jack Lawrence. Mar- 
tin spoke a few lines. Continuity 
was clear, concise, crisp and the en- 
tire undertaking was eusy, agreeable 
listening, a unique children’s pro- 
gram replete with showmanship and 
serious-minded attention to detail. 
order and style. Land 
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Reviews 


‘IT PAYS TO BE IGNORANT’ 

With Tom Howard, George Shelton, 
weary McNaughton, Lulu McCon- 
nel 

Quiz Spoof 

3@ Mins, 

Sustaining 

Thursday, 8:30 p.m. 

WOR-Mutual, New York 


An amusing title and idea, this 
spoof of a typical radio question-and- 
answer contest has four radio 
comics, Tom Howard, George Shel- 
ton, Harry McNaughton and Lulu 
McConnell, as a committee of ‘ex- 
perts’ who garbie, heckle, detour 
and generally louse up the proceed- 
ings. 

Inaugural broadcast went off 
fairly well, giggles and pat gags be- 
ing numerous. There were pan- 
caked moments and some strained 
lulls, but in general the Howard- 
Sheltoh eoey | to over-milk was 
broken in upon by Harry McNaugh- 
ton or Lulu McConnell with infec- 
tious imbecility. The putting of 
questions and the casual participa- 
tion of contestants are never alluwed 
to interfere with the central pur- 
pose of fun. 

Four comedians ought to provide 
enough to make this one stand up. 
The dangers were obvious: thinning 
out of the basic idea or material. 
But the criss-cross of the voices and 
personalities was promising as heard 
last Thursday. Shelton could per- 
haps be sharpened up in terms of 
characterization to match the more 
clear-cut mental pictures provided 
by the other three. All four per- 
formers are experienced troupers 
with good timing. They may be 
able to build this into a winner. 

But the formula itself will not 
automatically stay funny. It must 
be made and kept humorous. In 
short, here was a beginning with a 
challenging can-they-do-it future. 

Land. 





The | 


‘THE DESERTED VILLAGE’ 

| With Santos Ortega, Frank Lovejoy, 
| Joan Banks 

|30 Mins. 

| Sustaining 

| Sunday, 2 p.m. 

| WJZ-Blue, New York 

| Charles K. Freeman, Chicago di- 
|rector-writer of legits, authored this 
| piece for the Blue Players’ Sunday 
jafternoon session. The obvious ap- 
peal of the piece to the production 
authorities was its timeliness, deal- 
ing with the Lidice monstrosity in 


Czechia and the possibility that a 
| Long Island village may vote to 
| adopt the name. This aspect was 


developed in a preliminary conver- 
sation between Freeman, an uniden- 
tified journalist, and the various 
members of the Blue stock company. 
| After they had sounded off the state- 
ment, ‘now we'll dramatize it,’ it was 
like a reminder to all listeners not 
to forget that this was all make-be- 
lieve. It would have been far better 
theatre or radio to have had an epi- 
log instead of a prolof. 

Freeman's newness to the medium 
revealed itself in a number of pro- 
cedures more appropriate to the the- 
atre than the air. He probably 
needed to get these out of his sys- 
tem and Sunday afternoon sustain- 
ing was an easy hideout while he 
found out. Especially blurred, be- 
cause over-stretched, was the idea of 
a supposedly tough Nazi hearing a 
disembodied filter mike voice inter- 
mittently reciting English 
namely Oliver Goldsmith’s ‘Deserted 
Village.” The coincidence that many 





modern situation did not cover the 
basic incongruity of a Nazi butcher 
| hearing gentle voices. Aft 
iout the author 





tried to tie up, by 


|revealing a faint penknife autograph 


lon a Lidice schoolroom desk, the 
suggestion that Oliver Goldsmith 
jhad once visited the place. So it was 
| ghosts, not mice, as the Nazi thought. 


| The production was as murky 4s | 
ithe script. The casting was fantas- | 
itically bad, evidently because the 


i Blue is going to use the same actors 
over and over regardless of whether 
ithey fit. They certainly didn’t. The 
Nazis actually sounded as if 
were going to break down and be 
ldecent. An overtone of this-is-hurt- 
ing-us-as-much-as-you persisted, add- 
ing to the prevailing unbelievability 
of the piece. That prop scream to 
stop-watch of the emotional actress 
was also strictly factory-made. 

Only the subject-matter, given 
reality by the newspaper headlines 
and the radio bulletins of the day, 
saved this one from seeming wholly 
impossible. Neither the Nazis, who 
had to keep reminding themselves to 
be Nazis, nor the villagers, who were 
continually being told ‘speak when 
you're spoken to,’ were flesh and 
| blood. 

The war has its literary as well as 
its battle horrors. Land. 





Chieage— Frank Sterns, former As- 
sistant Manager of WRAL, Raleigh, 
N. C., and commercial mfanager of 
other eastern and seaboard stations, 
joined the sales staff of WIND. 

He’ll handle local sales in Chi for 
WIND. 





poetry, | 
of Goldsmith’s lines were pat to the | 


the fade- | 


they | 











Portrait of WOV 
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Vino Colombo—Announcement. 
4:15 P.M. 

La Monte Program (Surgical Ap- 
pliances). 

Drama: ‘Il Vecchio Peccato’ (‘The 
Old Sin’). 

A lady wants to go away from her 
lover because she has deceived him, 
but he insists on staying with her for 
life, and he reminds her that the 
Lord preaches this way. She faints 
at the end, 

One can actually feel the actors’ 
hearts beat. 

4:29 P.M. 


Appeal for the Minute Men. 


4:30 P.M. 
Miramar Trading Co.—Announce- 
ment. 
Minute Men Appeal. 
Mirco Oil—Announcement. 


4:33-5:00 P.M. 
Drama: ‘Senza Familia.’ 
This Romanza was interrupted 
three times by ads. 
At the end Mirco again in English. 


5 P. M.-5:15 P.M. 

Music in Records (comprised of 
only one record). 

Paggio mi dio Oil Program: 

Adv. in English. 

Diana Baldi. 

Tango. 

Baldi’s Talk. ‘Episodes of the life 
of Italian artist), easy, educational, 
clear voice. 

Oleo Oliva. 

Grocery. 

Recipes Oleo. 





| to families who have members in the 
| Armed Forces). 


| 


5:15 P. M. 
The Motecatini Program. 
Drama: ‘La Esposa d’Estella.’ 
Story of a refused lover. Locale 
partly in New York. 
Adv. for Theatre Company. 
Ramasotta—Announcement. 
Message for war effort. 
I] Padrone. 
La Perla Products, 


| IBEW Vs. Women 


Continued from page 33 























lhired at either NBC or WOR, New 
| York, and as far as known, no 
|women are being trained. The 
| question of hiring women has been 
considered at both places, but in 
each instance the men now employed 
| have objected. 
| dependent technicians union, with 
|members working for both the Red 
land Blue networks. The union has 
ja contract and, as the organization 
'is open to men only, no women can 


be hired by the company Some- 
iwhat similar situation exists at 
| WOR, key Mutual outlet. 

| Until the shortage of men tech- 
}nicians becomes more acute, the 
matter will probably remain un- 
changed. But all local station and 
| network officials expect the sup- 


|ply of technicians to become slim- 
mer, so all are known to be trying 
to figure at ways to meet the 
uation. 


sit- 


Need No Gal Engineers 


June 30. 


Louisville 

In a poll made of radio engineers 
emploved by the four sta- 
tions, it was the consensus of opin- 
ion that a flare-up such as occurred 
'at KMOX, St. Louis, last 
which the union raised 
that replacements must come from 
membership, when a femme eng'i- 
neer-trainee was hired over the pro- 
test of the IBEW local, was not 
llikely to occur here. Engineers in- 
terviewed expressed themselves that 
there are still sufficient male en- 


town's 


week, 1n 


the issue 


/it would not be necessary to place 
wemen operators in the studios. 

All stations have lost technical 
help to the armed services, but have 
|not been handicapped by the exodus, 
| as replacements have been available 
'from the loca! operators. 

While a training program is under 
way in some colleges and univer- 
sities, whereby women are being 
fitted to take over radio technician 
jobs, the need has not become acute 
in this area, and femmes will not 
be put on any of the local stations, 








‘not yet’. 


i 


Service Flag (given by the sponsor | 


at least, to quote one of the boys, | 


Somewhat Eased Rule Governs Weather Reports— 
Only Carefully-Verified Pleas for Announcements 


FOREIGN LANGUAGES, NEWS, SHIPPING 
MORE TIGHTLY CENSORED BY NEW CODE 


May Be Passed for Airing 


Washington, June 30. 

Clarified and expanded censorship 
code for radio, put into operation 
immediately after publication Fri- 
day (26), calls for much tighter con- 
trol over linguals, news broadcasts, 
and certain types of entertainment. 
Besides, it further emphasizes that 
radio dees not enjoy freedom of 
speech comparable to the press free- 
dom during war time. 

While several %ints in the 
original sets of approved practices 
for both radio and the press have 
been modified, in general the Office 
of Censorship has undertaken to 
plug loop-holes through which both 
media, innocen:ly as well as deliber- 
ately, gave away information as- 
sorted Government agencies felt 
shoulc remain secret. 

The principal] directions in which 
Byron Price and his aides have im- 
posed tighter restraints on broad- 
casters are: 


1. Advance’ scrutiny of all 











} 


NBC has its own in- | 


DRAFT BOARDS 
ATTITUDE IS 
PONDERED 


Washington, June 30. 
Selective service problems of the 


| broadcast industry were the topic of 


an important meeting last week: be- 


tween executives of the National 
Ass’n of Broadcasters and repre- 
sentatives of the Domestic Broad- 


casting Committee of the War Com- 
munications Board (formerly De- 
fense Communications Board). Aimed 
at emphasizing the status of broad- 
casting as an essential war industry 
and instilling .in Selective Service 
officials an understanding of industry 
needs for trained technicians and 
other essential personnel, a 
mendation 
the radio’s manpower was drafted by 
the Washington group. 

A report, prepared for the guid- 
ance of the DBC, was transmitted to 
the Executive Committee of Corm- 
mittee IV of that agency by Frank 
M. Russell, Washington v.p. of NBC, 


Russell acted as representative of the | 


DBC executive committee in the pre- 
liminary huddles. 


Several members of N.A.B.’s En- 


| gineering Executive Committee met 


|with Russell, Lynne Smeby, 


| personnel 


former 
engineering director of N.A.B., and 
Russell Place, N.A.B., counsel, 
to prepare the recommendation, 
which later was formally presented 
directly to national headquarters of 
the Selective Service System 


legal 


Latest move to protect @ss€ ntial 
from undue inroads by 


Selective Service culminated activity, 


launched May 9. 1941, when the trace | 


association 
broadcasters 


sent questionnaires to 


to form the basis of an 


extensive survey 


WSPD, TOLEDO, PUTS 2 
LINGUALS BACK ON AIR 


Toledo, O., June 30. 


The foreign language pro- 


two 


| grams broadcast over WSPD, Toledo, 


;Golombon and 





discontinued recently as a result of 


the ‘war on Hungary’ and ‘the gen- | 


: | eral 
' gineers to man the local stations, and | 
' 


have been returned 
The programs involved 


situation,’ 
to the air. 


were a half-hour in Polish @ach Sat- | 


urday morning at 11 a.m., with Mr. 
and Mrs. Mieczyslaw Friedel at the 
microphone, and a similar Hun- 
garian program. conducted by Joe 


ing at 9 a.m. 
Thev returned to the air June 27 
and 28, respectively. 


Bob Kliment, WEBR sports voice, 
and Floyd Keesee, WBNY ditto, 
manning p.a. mikes at 40-day har- 
ness race meet outside Buffalo. 


recom- | 
covering conservation of | 


Jim VUebelhart, latter | 
lof the WSPD steff, on Sunday morn- 


foreign-language 
as on-the-air 
quested.’ 


2. Commercials should be ex- 
amined for concealed messages, 
subversive matter, and the like. 


3. Dramatic programs sheuld 
eliminate horrer and be prepared 
to avoid confusing listeners. Par- 
ticular attention should be paid te 
making sure nothing gives the 
impression an air raid is in 
progress, 


4. On the whole, 
which can be treated in news 
broadcasts are furthe, limited, 
though both the press and radie 
codes have been relaxed in regard 
to industrial information and the 
newspapers are given more iati- 
tude in handling weather stories, 
Radio, however, still is specifically 
forbidden to make any mention ef 


weather without § d-finite per- 
mission. 


.2ripts, as well 
checking is ‘re- 


the tepies 


The Censorship Office, praising 
both medi: for past cooperation, 
expanded the list of verboten sub. 
jects and called for »xtreme care to 
prevent circulation of rumors that 
may have been planted by enemy 
agents and propagandists. Previous 
confidential memora. dum asking for 





Suppression of information about 
jenemy attacks on American targets 
| has been incorporated in the code 
|and made more specific for both 
| Tadio and the press, 
| Beware Ship News 

The clauses dealing with ships 
have been greatly tightened, so that 


movements of enemy vessels in any 
part of the world come under the 
same restrictions as American and 
Allied craft. No reports of sinkings 
should be aired until released by the 
Navy. 

Under the news heating, the Cen- 
sorship Office has added information 
about lend-lease activities (including 
amounts and types of material) and 
diplomatic negotiations and talks to 
the restricted classification. 

It will be possible henceforth to 
use more dope about industria] pro- 
duction—by making ‘inexact’ refer- 
ences and using only ‘generalized’ 
facts—but statistical data is further 
restricted. Only figures given out by 
| the proper government department 
| should be used in discussing supplies 
jand production. Contract awards may 
|be made public when the informa- 
| tion comes from government sources, 
}a member of Congress, or public rec- 
ords. Besides the former ban on 
‘round-up’ stories and output of mu- 
nitions, vehicles, and critical items, 
the code now forbids local surveys 
showing the number of war plants 
,and their type of output. No refer- 
ence should be made to sabotage un- 
less specific consent is given by mili- 
tary authorities. j 

On the whole, the objective is to 
| shut off information from local po- 
lice, trade associations, corporate 
| publicity agents. and minor officials 
who may not be fully aware of the 
need for secrecy. 





Weather Reports 


The weather clause in the press 
code, a source of widespread com- 
plaint, was relaxed so that the old 

tate line’ principle is discarde: 
Newspaper may tell what the weath- 
er is for 150 miles in any direction 


from their location, and sports writ- 
ers will be free to include references 
to the weather conditions 


But there 
has been-no loosening for radio and 
the broadcasting code contains the 


original caution against incidental 
disclosure, Stories about extraordi- 
nary storms and other weather de- 
|velopments may be cleared, though 
blanket permission will not be given. 


Existing precautions about quiz 
programs, forums, interviews, and 


descriptions are repeated in the re- 
vised set of practices. In addition 
to directing stations not to honor 
verbal requests for musical pre- 
grams,” the code says only verified 
written pleas for announcements, of 
any kind should be carried. This re- 
‘fers to lost animals, club meetings, 
jand greetings. 

| Price repeated the former admoni- 
tion that broadcasters are expected 
to re-edit news obtained from press 
services and other sources, in view 
|of the differences in approved prae- 
itices for each media 


} 
| 
; 
ee = 
| Dee 
oD 
ee 
Bi 
5 
rr’ 
a 























———s init 





———————— 














4 
Se ae 


ht oe 





“ sity fe Bon so 
ee ee eee 


oie Soin be 














4, 


se lati i Xtina 
mmr 


qe cahioman ng atensrnd Cmte 





CRETE 


RE TELA SEAT TEs 


40 CONCERT—OPERA 


VARIETY 





Wednesday, July 1, 1942 





Peabody, Balto, Will Spend $10,000 





At Least on Big 12-Event Course 


Baltimore, June 30. 


The Peabody Conservative of Mu- 
sic will present one of the nation’s 
largest and most impressive concert 
courses for its 1942-43 season. The 
course includes 12 attractions which 
will cost Peabody close to $10,000 
to present, even with the artists ac- 
cepting reduced fees. 

Those booked are Gladys Swarth- 
out, Nov. 13; Efrem Zimbalist, Nov. 
20; Alexander Kipnis, Nov. 24; 
Ernest Hutchinson, Dec. 4; Raya 
Garbousova, Dec. 11; Bartlett and 
Robertson, Dec. 18; Kerstin Thor- 
borg, Jan. 8; Rudolf Ganz, Jan. 15; 
Rose Bampton, Jan, 22; Nathan Mil- 
stein, Jan. 29; Josef Hofmann, March 
5, and John Charles Thomas, March 
12. 

Thomas, a Baltimorian, was chosen 
to sing on the 75th anniversary of 
the founding of the school. Besides 
this course, the Musical Art Quar- 
tet will present a chamber music 
series, and the faculty will present 
seven patriotic concerts. 


DELL OK WHEN 
FREE OF RAIN 


Philadelphia, June 30, 

Three nights of rain and.a black- 
out marred the opening week of the 
Robin Hood Dell. When Jupe Plu- 
vius laid off, however, and there 
weren’t any alerts, Philly music 
lovers turned out en masse. 

Initial concert skedded' for Monday 
(22) was postponed until the follow- 
ing Wednesday, and had Lawrence 
Tibbett, with Eugene Ormandy con- 
ducting. A crowd of almost 8,000 was 
on hand. Tuesday all activities were 
halted because of an all-night black- 
out. 

Thursday night Gladys Swarthout 
with a pop concert, with Edwin Mc- 
Arthur conducting, drew 7,000. 

Sunday night threatening weather 
kept the crowd down to a slim 3,250. 
Featured was the first of the Phila- 
delphia ‘finds’—youngsters talented 
in music, who survived a stiff com- 
petition a couple of weeks ago. 


FRANK CHAPMAN ASKS 
MARINE COMMISSION 


Frank Chapman, husband of 
Gladys Swarthout and former con- 
cert and operatic baritone, who re- 
tired last year to devote himself to 
managing his wife, has applied to the 
Marines for a commission. He 
served in the Marines in the last 
war. 

Recently he has been heard as 
commentator, replacing Deems Tay- 
lor, on vacation, on his wife’s radio 
show. 

















Olin Downes Commentator 
For Mt. Kisco Festiva! 
Mt. Kisco, N. Y., June 30. 

The Midsummer Chamber Music 
Festival will inaugurate a series of 
recitals devoted to contemporary 
music on three successive Sundays 
July 19 to Aug. 2 at the Hausser- 
mann Chamber Music Hall. 

Composers whose works will be 
heard include Shostakovitch, Hinde- 
mith, Enesco, Berg, Bloch, Hausser- 
mann, Arnell, Fitelberg and Goos- 
sens. Soloists include Ray Lev, the 
Galimir Quartet, Joan Field, Stuart 
Ross, Mischel Piastro, Robert Gold- 
sand, Margot Rebeil and Ernest 
White. 

Olin Downes wili be commentator. 


John Tyers to Sing Solo 


John Tyers, after a year of break- 
ing in singing ‘Figaro’ with Colum- 
bia’s “Marriage of Figaro’ company, 
will split next season and be given 
a chance to concertize on his own. 
Columbia has booked the baritone 
for 25 small dates starting in Octo- 
ber and he will also continue with 
the Figaro company. 

Baritone will make some 45 ap- 
pearances as Figaro through the end 
of April. During the summer he is 
booked with the St. Louis Opera 
Co. in ‘New Moon,’ ‘Student Prince’ 
and ‘Chocolate Soldier.’ 





Gomez Carrillo Summers 
On the Pacific Coast 


Gomez Carrillo, Argentine concert 
pianist, leaves today (Wednesday) 
to summer on the Coast. 
She makes her New York debut 
at Town Hall in November, under 
Sol Hurok’s management. 


New Ballets Preparing 
For Monte Carlo Troupe; 
Many Now in the Works 


The Ballet Russe de Monte Carlo 
will present at least four new works 
during the coming fall and winter 
season with the choreography al- 
ready started. Company opens its 
tour at the Metropolitan Opera 
house in October. 

Works to be done include a ballet 
based on Glazounov’s opera, ‘The 
Snow Maiden,’ with Bronislawa 
Nijinska doing the choreography. 
Agnes de Mille is working on a bal- 
let with music by Aaron Copland, 
Leonide Massine and Salvator Dali 
are at work on a ballet with music 
by Bach, Mia Slavenska is working 
on one based on Max Bruch’s first 
violin concerto, George Balanchine 
is working on a ballet based on 
Bellini’s opera, ‘Norma,’ and prep- 
aration is being made on James 
Thurber’s ‘The Last Flower,’ its mu- 
sic by Nicholas Nabokoff and lastly 
a ballet with music by William Wal- 
ton. 


AGMA RECOMMENDS 
MET SINGERS CUT 2-107 


A closed executive meeting of the 
American Guild of Musical Artists 
held yesterday morning (30) in New 


York resulted in recommendations 
by Mrs. Blanche Witherspoon, execu- 
tive secretary, that the Metropolitan 
Opera singers take voluntary cuts of 
two to 10%. It was disclosed that 
the Met orchestra men will take cuts 
of 10%, the stagehands 10%, and the 
chorus 7%, while the ballet will take 
no cut, 

This cut is expected to result in 
the saving of at least $50,000, and 
more probably $100,000, to the Met 
next season. The Met carried over 
200 singers and musicians on its 
roster last season. 

Present AGMA scale ealis for 
leading tenors, sopranos, baritones, 
mezzos, contraltos and basses to re- 
ceive $50 minimum per performance 
and $150 weekly for all except the 
bassos, who receive $125 weekly. 

Stage directors receive $125, com- 
primario, or chorus singers $75, and 
the ballet $40 minimum. 

















OUTDOOR CHAMBER MUSIC 


Wealthy Patron Makes It Possible in 
Washington Park 








Washington, June 30. 


Elizabeth Sprague Coolidge Foun- 
dation is sponsoring a summer séries 
of outdoor chamber music concerts 
in Meridian Hill Park. Sponsor gave 
the Library of Congress its aristo- 
cratic Bijou auditorium for classical 
music, and sustains a winter concert 
series, 

The wealthy Mrs. Coolidge is hard 
of hearing and requires an instru- 
ment, but is the nation’s greatest 
patron of chamber music. Chamber 
concerts in the park said to be only 
ones in America where such limited 
instrumentation has been heard out- 
doors. Artists perform from a special 
shell with amplified acoustics. Con- 
certs are managed by C. C. Cappell 
on a non-profit basis, with seats 
scaled at 30 to 55c. : 

Concerts slated for July and 
August, with last one (18) featuring 
the Britt String Sextet. Besides the 
paid admissions at least 3,500 dead- 
heads can hear the music. 


TEXACO SET FOR 
MET OPERA 
AGAIN 


Texaco has contracted with the 
Blue Network for the sponsorship 
of the Metropolitan Opera broad- 
casts, starting Nov. 28. 

It will be the third consecutive 


season for the refiner-opera tieup 
and the price is, as usual, $250,000 
for the time, rights and incidentals. 











Celanese Program Keeps 


Weede in Travel Zone 


Robert Weede, Metropolitan Opera 
baritone, will be unable to fill as 
many concert engagements this sea- 
son as had been planned for him by 
Columbia due to his radio schedule 
on the Celanese Hour which keeps 
him from making long tours. Bari- 
tone will sing the title role in 
‘Rigoletto’ with the Cincinnati Opera 
Co. Aug. 7 and in October goes to 
the San Francisco Opera Co. 

Weede is booked for appearancés 
with the Chicago and Met operas 
and will have 10 concert dates be- 
fore the start of the Met season, 


STOKOWSKI AT THE BOWL 
Hollywood, June 30. 
Leopold StoRowski will conduct 
the Los Angeles Philharmonic sea- 
son’s first ‘Symphonies Under the 
Stars’ program at the Bowl, July 14. 
Besides Stokowski for the opening 
week, Bruno Walter will conduct 
the Thursday night symphony, 








LL 





Concert Reviews 








The Ballet Rucse de Monte Carlo 
opened at N.Y’s Lewisohn Stadium 
last week with some 10,000 people 


in the seats. It proved exceedingly 
dull. ‘Serenade’ was danced and 
resented weirdly until five minutes 
efore its close, when the ballet 
came to life but then it was too 
late. In ‘Nutcracker,’ the stage ap- 
parently was not large enough for 
the company ~ ‘iich persisted in do- 
ing as it saw fit ‘ndividually to the 
detriment of the continuity. The 
last ballet, ‘Prince Igor’ showed 
some of the fire and virtuosity of 
the company with Frederic Frank- 
lin starring with reckless leaps 
about the outdoor stage but the 
night was lost. Franz Allers con- 
ducting, did a good job with the or- 
chestra. 

Frederic Franklin Is Energetic 

Second night with an attendance 
of 14,000 was better but still not up 
to the Ballet’s best work. ‘The 
Magic Swan’ which opened the 
evening was overlong in presenta- 
tion and with the lack of scenery 
was inclined to weary the audience. 
‘Scheherazade’ carried on the sheer 
power of the music and its libido, 
but the dancers seemed dispirited 
with the exception of Frederic 
Franklin who starred for the second 
consecutive night. ‘Le Beau Danube 
closed proceedings on a high point 
with Alexandra ODanilova and 
Leonide Massine. 

Last night of the Ballet was the 
best in actual performance although 
the attendance was the smallest, 
8,000. The company really got 
under way with a superbly danced 
‘Sylphides’ with a new arrangement 
of the music. A repeat of ‘Schehera- 
zade’ was an :mmense improvement 
over the preceeding night with Mia 
Slavenska giving an excellent per- 
formance both from the dramatic 
and dancing aspects as Zobeide. The 
collapse of some scenery at the time 
of the massacre catapaulted a 
dancer and his pursuer some 10 feet 
to the ground and resulted in a 
sprained ankle for the latter. The 
last work, ‘Gaite Parisienne’ was 
danced to perfection by Leonide 
Massine and Alexandra Danilova 
but the dull meaningless backdrops 
used in place of the customary 
grandiose scenery spoiled the visual 
effect. Franz All °s, who conducted 
every performance, again did a good 
job in the pit. 

Rain marred the first appearance 
of Alexander Smallens as conductor 
of the Philharmonic at Lewisohn 
Stadium Friday 26) with the pro- 
gram terminated before a small 
crowd of 4,000 people at inter- 
mission. This left three American 
works unheard, but they will be re- 
peated later in the season, 

The works presented included 
four offerings from the Handel- 
Beecham suite from Handel’s opera, 
‘Il Pastore Fido,’ and Mozart's 
‘Haffner’ symphony. With his 


‘!thoughts possibly in the clouds, the 


conductor failed utterly to grasp 
the delicacy of the works and 
played them both with as heavy a 
hand as might be directed toward 
Wagner with the result that most of 
the simple charm and grace of 
melodic line was distorted and de- 
stroyed. ; 
An all-French program, heavily 





Buenos Aires, June 15. 

Unaided by official handouts, or 
even letters of introduction, the 
‘Original’ Ballet Russe, headed by 
Colonel Wassily de Basil, has just 
passed the first quarter mark of 
what looks like the longest stage 
tour ever attempted by any organi- 
zation in South America to find that 
while the going is hard, it’s still pos- 
sible to break even on the Latin 
circuit. Company which comprises 
68 people—all. but ten of them 
dancers—left the U. S. in January 
and doesn’t expect to be back to the 
States until October, 1943. 

Although from the States, the Bal- 
let has made no point of the fact 
that it’s a Yanqui organization. 
Actually 18 nationalities are repre- 
sented with only one-third of the 
dancers native-born norteamericanos. 








De Basil, who’s being booked on 
the 21 months tour by Ernesto de 
Quesada (Sociedad Daniel) says that 
so long as he can break even and 
keep going until the war’s over, he'll 
be satisfied. Group has done ex- 
tremely well at“the b.o. in Mexico; 
Brazil and here, but the cost of haul- 
ing the company including special 
teachers for kid dancers ordered by 
U. S. courts, six carloads of scenery 
enough for 24 ballets, lights, cos- 





tumes, etc., has eaten away all the 
gravy. War has also knocked out 
skeds everywhere. B.A. opening, for 


example, was postponed five or six 
times because the Brazilian boat 
carrying the props failed to make it 
on time because of South Atlantic 
subs. Journey from Vera Cruz, Mex- 
ico, on the Argentine steamer ‘Rio 
de la Plata’ to Rio de Janeiro had 
more sub trouble, vessel having been 
stopped by two German subs, one 
English and one Yanqui during the 
course of its five-week wave-ride. 

Jaunt from Sao Paulo, Brazil, to 
B. A. by train—known internation- 
ally as one of the most difficult 
travel experiences outside of the 
Orient, was an eight-day jolt-and- 
bump with little food and less rest 
available. Group fortunately had 
time to rest up before initial per- 
formance at the Teatro Politeama 
Argentino in B.A. where they’re 
contracted to do 32 performances 
during the four weeks. From here 
they expect to go to Uruguay, then 
across the Andes to Chile and up to 
Peru, Colombia, Venezuela and Cen- 
tral America. 

Rio date at the Teatro Municipal 
was part of the official season or- 
ganized by Mayor Dodsworth and 
Was supposed to include 18 per- 
formances over a three week period. 
Group actually stayed seven weeks 
and gave 44 shows at top prices of 
60 milreis (average film admish is 





8 milreis). Brazilian press was par- 
ticularly good bouqmeting the com- 





Privately Backed Monte Carlo (de Basil) 
Ballet In South America Until Oct. ’43 


pany not only from the artistic point 
of view, but from commersh and so- 
cial as well. 

Excellent stunt which is also being 
tried elsewhere was the develop- 
ment of ballets with local themes, 
Brazilian including special music by 
Villalobos and Mignone, and poetry 
by Guilherme de Almeida. Date at 
the Teatro Municipal in Sao Paulo, 
No. 2 city of Brazil, was also a solid 
grosser; ballet was signed for five 
performances and stayed for 17. An 
indication that S. A. audiences are 
hungry for live talent. 

Throughout tour de Basil and 
Eugene Fuerest, musical director, 
are travelling ahead by plane to set 
arrangements while company travels 
by boat and train, captained by 
regesseur Sergi Grigorieff, scenic 
director Jacob Anchutin, and chore- 
ographer Venia Psota, and Alfonso 
de Quesada, son of Ernesto who, in- 
cidentally, married Marie—Jeanne 
with whom he toured last year in the 
American Ballet 

New dancets have been added in 
several countries, practice invariably 
resulting in excellent press notices. 
De Basil plans to do a full program 
of ballets based on each country on 
his return to the States an idea 
which both the Ballet Russe de 
Monte Carlo (S. Hurok) and the 
American Ballet (Lincoln Kirstein) 
attempted. 








and uninteresting] played, w 
sented Sunday (og) before’ 2,500 
people, ,Season’s smallest crowd, 
Chabrier’s Overture to ‘Gwendoline’ 
Bizet’s ‘L’Arlesienne Suite’ excernt, 
from ‘The Damnation of Faust’ and 
Franck’s D Minor Symphony were 
all played in a dull slow borein 
manner with prosaic interpretations 
by conductor Alexander Smallens 

The finest concert of the current 
season and the most heavily at. 
tended was given Monday with 
Fritz Reiner directing the Phil. 
harmonic and Josef Hofmann ap- 
pearing as soloist in t' > start of his 
56th year before the American 
public, Both the conductor and or. 
chestra were in the vein and the 
powerful ‘Egmont’ overture cnd 
third symphony of Beethoven were 
set forth in grandiose style barri 
a few weird tones by the French 
—_ . 

oth Reiner and the Philharmonj 
were dwarfed by the superb io 
ing of Hofmann. The pianist playa 
the Beethoven Emperor Concerto 
with great sweep and command. 
the crashing power was there, but 
also the pearl-like quality, impec. 
cable pitch and fiery tone. 


S pre. 





BLAIR McCLOSKY 
Baritone 
Lewisohn, N. Y., June 27, 1942 

Appearing with the symphony or. 
chestra under Alexander Smallens 
as one of the two soloists of the 
evening, Blair McClosky did not 
fare so well. He sang the five songs 
in Mahler’s ‘Kindertotenleider’ 
which are rarely heard and right- 
fully so, for outside of the rich or- 
chestration they are dull to nausea 
and give the interpreter no chance 
to show off at all. The baritone, 
suffering from a cold, did his best 
with them to no avail. 

McClosky showed enough to war- 
rant the desire to hear him again 
in more suitable material. Eddy. 





ELEANOR FINE 
Pianist 
Lewisohn, N. Y., June 27, 1942. 

This recital was as part of the 
Lewisohn Symphony with Alexan- 
der Smallens directing. Eleanor 
Fine, 15-year-old pianist, delivered a 
smooth workmanship job of the 
Schumann piano concerto, The 
young pianist split some tones at 
the start, but this to be more the 
fault of the mike than hers, for her 
clear fine cut playing and excellent 
legato effects as well as a concise 
knowledge of her music later on, 
brought forth her true worth. 

The young pianist is poised and 
self assured as well as possessing a 
charming manner at the keyboard 
and should go far. Her solos as en- 
and strengthened the opinion that 
she bears careful wat¢hing. Eddy. 





CLEVELAND SUMMER SYMPH. 
Rudolph Ringwall, Conductor 

Light, frolicky, and against a total 
background of informality, the pro- 
gram is a refreshing outlet for a 
community hard-hit by travel re- 
strictions. Maestro Ringwall has se- 
lected an entire repertoire of the 
lighter and more pleasing classical 
numbers which he introduces with 
a brief note describing movement's 
background. Highlights of program 
are guest stars, including -Eve- 
lyn, Vivian and Maxine, of the Spi- 
talny ‘Hour of Charm,’ Larry Adler, 
Ralph Leopold, Boris Goldovsky, 
Percy Grainger and number of lo- 
cal artists. 

Friday night broadcasts of the 
eight-week season have been set 
aside as benefit night for war relief. 
Final evening is all-request pro- 
gram. 

With popular prices prevailing, 
$1.10 top, crowd upwards of 7,000 
rade Symphony and guest stars re- 
turn for three encores before leav- 
ing Public Auditorium. 

Ringwall captures fancy of crowd 
by stressing informality, urging 
them to partake in soft drinks being 
sold and to remove jackets to ob- 
tain comfort. Opening selection 
usually heaviest of the evening, with 
closing pieces lighter and _ better 
known. Symphony is not afraid to 
include jazz, boogie woogie and en- 
tire format is to grasp — ap* 
peal. Music is typical high stand- 
ard set by Cleveland Symphony. 





Gordon String Quartet opens its 
summer season at Music Mountain, 
Falls Village, Conn., July 5. The Cur- 
tis String Quartet will open at the 
Captain Eells Boat Barn, Rockport, 
Maine, in early July for concerts 
during that month and August. 





Maria Markan, Met Icelandic 80 
prano, starts over WNYC, New York, 
on July 4 a series of 15-minute 
broadcasts of Icelandic songs from 
8:15 to 8:30 p.m. every Saturday. 





Jacques Abram, pianist, wil! play 
Fort Dix July 6 and Chautauqua July 
16 among his summer engagements, 
and opens his fall tour Nov. * 
Pianist is booked for some 20 Civile 
engagements and 10 others by NCAC 


\ before closing April 8 in N. Y. 
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Copper Scarce As Shellac? 





An unconfirmable report was in circulation around the recording 
industry yesterday (Tuesday) that the War Production Board was 
about to issue an order asking record manufacturers to shut down on 
the use of copper as of July 15. The same report had it that the 
formal issuance of the request would be made today (Wednesday). 
The recorders have already been advised that a much sharper cur- 
tailment in the use of shellac was in the offing. 

Copper is an essential metal (along with zine and aluminum, al- 
ready on the priorities list) and is used in the preparation of mas- 


ters. 


Several executives of major record companies went to Wash- 


ington last week, among them Jack Kapp, of Decca, and Ted Wallen- 
stein, of Columbia, to talk with Government officials on the record 


situation. 


War Production Board was to have informed them at the 


end of June as to how much shellac could be expected in the second 


allotment to them. 


However, it’s understood their main purpose was 


to get together with Office of Price Administration heads in an at- 
tempt to get an okay for an increase in the retail price of recordings. 


No definite answer was forthcoming on their plea. 


The executives 


were told that instead of the situation improving they can make up 
their minds that it will get worse, and to resign themselves to it. 
The Government looks upon the recording industry as non-essential 


to the war effort. 





D. C, Vague on the Issue 


Washington, June 30. 


Check with War Production Board today (Tuesday) failed to dis- 
close that an order specifically hitting record makers on copper had 
been scheduled. Authority contacted at WPB stated that he saw no 
reason why the recording industry would have to curtail production 


because of copper. 


Shellac restrictions, however, will not be relaxed, 


it was said. There has been vague talk of ending record manufac- 
ture, but it hasn’t reached point where shutdown mgiht be considered 


as even possible. 














Radio Trade Sending Rep to Call 
On Petrillo About Wax Prohibition 





James C. Petrillo’s ban on the em- 
ployment of American Federation of 
Musicians’ members for phonograph 


record and transcription work as of 
July 31 will receive its initial indus- 
try attention at a meeting of the 
National Association of Broadcasters’ 
directorate in New York this Mon- 
day (6). Joseph Miller the N.A.B.'s 
labor contact, is meanwhile slated to 
call on Petrillo for an exploratory. 
It will be Miller’s assignment to find 
out just what is Petrillo’s immediate 
and ultimate objectives as far as they 
concern the broadcasting industry. 


Phonograph record and transcrip- 
tion companies last Friday (26) were 
informed by letters from the AFM 
that their licenses to employ union 
musicians were being extended but 
for a single month, namely, July 31. 
As word of this notice spread around 
the advertising agencies there was 
much concern expressed as_ what 
steps the agencies ought to take to 
protect the interests of their clients 
in transcription campaigns already 
under way or slated to start this fall. 
A few agencies immediately commu- 
nicated with the AFM’s home office 
on questions arising from Petrillo’s 
threatened shutdown. 

The phonograph companies them- 
selves have elected to wait awhile 
before deciding on any joint redac- 
tion to the AFM’s edict. Over the 
past weekend they had become faced 
with a much more serious problem 
and that was the possibility of the 
War Production Board closing down 
on the use of copper for masters. In 
any event, scheduled recording jobs 
are being rushed in both phonograph 
and transcription quarters, with the 
idea of building up a_ substantial 
backlog before the blow strikes from 
either quarter—the union or the 
Government. 

During the past week Petrillo has 
received calls from officials of vari- 
ous broadcasting organizations on 
other matters, and during the course 
of the conversation the AFM prez 
fave the impression that he has not 
evolved any particular blueprint for 
the union’s latest campaign to in- 
crease employment among its mem- 
bership, 
his plans are vague and unorganized; 
that he doesn’t want to injure the 
people that are employing musicians, 
but that he does want to get at those 
who are not but should employ mu- 
Siclans, and that he doesn’t know 
how he can get at the latter element 
without hurting the interests of those 
who have co-operated with the fed- 
eration. 

Petrillo has been warned by broad- 
Casting sources friendly to him that 
the timing of his project might be 
bad and that he ought to consider 
Probable public reaction. In 1937, 
when the AFM put of its previous 
drive to obtain increased employ- 
ment in an industry (radio) making 
heavy use of recordings, economic 
conditions were such as to favor the 
union’s getting a good public reac- 
ton. _Unemployment was rife; but 
Ow, it was pointed out to Petrillo. 


(Continued on page 44) 


Petrillo has indicated that | 
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Gene Krupa Will Lecture 
On ‘Lexicon of Swing’ At 


Gene Krupa flies into New York 
next Saturday morning from Harris- 
burg, Pa., to talk at the Metropoli- 
tan Museum of Art on the ‘lexicon 
ot Swing.’ Leader is booked to dis- 
cuss the derivation of various swing 
music terms popular among mu- 
sicians which have infiltrated into 
the American manner of speech. He 
flies that night to Hershey Park 
Hershey, Pa., to rejoin his band. 

Krupa once studied for priesthood, 
at St. Joseph's College, Renssellaer, 
Indiana. 


SEND HORNS 
OVER BORDER 
IN ADVANCE 


Detroit, June 30. 

Sending scouts ahead with the or- 
chestra instruments pays .off when 
it comes to clearing through cus- 
toms these days. 

With his orchestra running on a 
close schedule in making a hop from 
Port Stanley, Ontario, in to Detroit, 
Mich., for an engagement at the Fox 
Theatre, Benny Goodman shot his 
brother ahead with the band’s in- 
struments following the close of the 


|Canadian date on Thursday night 
(25). 

Instruments arrived at the Detroit 
customs at 8:30 a.m. and by the 
time the inspectors were satisfied on 
their check-up two hours had been 
consumed. The barid, coming on 
later, arrived in Detroit at 12:50 p.m. 
Friday with only 39 minutes to go 
to their first show at the theatre 
a: 1:29 pm. If the band had been 


carrying its own instruments the 
two hour custom clearance would 
have resulted in the opening show 
being nearly an hour and a half 
late. Border spots are being par- 
ticularly vigilant these days because 
of the Canadian ban on musical in- 
struments. 





Seven for Dinner 


Richard Himber’s booking at the 
Essex House, N. Y., opening next 
week, is unique. Himber’s contract 
calls for him to lead a seven-piece 
segment of his orchestra during din- 
ner and follow later with the full 
16-pieces for the supper period. 

Himber follows the current Sammy 
Kaye July 9, remaining for the rest 
of the summer. 


SKINNAY ENNIS’ FIRST 
DATE AT PAR, N. Y. 


Skinnay Ennis’ orchestra makes 
its first appearance in New York 
Aug. 5, opening then a stay at the 
Paramount theatre. Ennis, who 
gained prominence on the Bob Hope 
radio program, has worked all 
around N. Y. on summerlayoffs from 
the broadcast, but never in the city. 

Par also bought Phil Harris’ or- 
chestra, which is to open at the 
house July 22. Harris is on Jack 
Benny’s air show. Last year he was 
booked into the opposition Strand 
theatre. 


Musicians’ Relief 
Due for Slash 
In WPA Budget 


Washington, June 30. 

Musicians working on the WPA 
payrolls will find their activities cur- 
tailed under the new appropriation 
bill for the relief agency just passed 
by Congress. Only $282,584,000 was 
provided as against the $875,000,000 
‘available during the 1941-42 fiscal 
year. ; 

Union officials made a strong plea 
for the retention of liberal appro- 
priations for WPA. James Petrillo 
sent a letter to the President, and 
copies ‘were forwarded to both the 
Senate and House Appropriations 
committees. The WPA Music Proj- 
ect furnished work for 7,000 mu- 
sicians during 1941-42, and during 
the heighth of the depression the 
number helped was 16,000 annually. 
Present WPA scale is $24 per week. 

It was pointed out that WPA mu- 
sicians were playing war radio pro- 
grams, defense bond rallies, service 
men’s centers and army camps. In 
listing free services given to the gov. 
ernment by A.F. of M. members, 
Petrillo stated that one request from 
Nelson A. Rockefeller, Co-ordinator 
of Inter-American Affairs involved 
work contributed by musicians which 
would have cost more than $1,000,- 
000, if paid for at the regular scale. 


Galas 


Further stated tnat A.F. of M. had 
granted blanket permission for name 
bands to play gratis for entertain- 
ment of soldiers and sailors in camps 
and stations, subject to the okay of 
individual AFM locals. Other con- 
tributory engagements okayed were 
for China and Russian- Relief, Army 
and Navy Emergency Relief, the 
Red Cross and War Bonds rallies. 

In conclusion the Petrillo brief 
stated: ‘Let me say that in the last 
war the government of the United 
States employed many union bands 
at a scale of $12 per day, per man. 
These men were used for parades, 
ballyhooing and the selling of bonds, 
This pay represented $84 per week 
of seven days. Today we have the 
WPA bands doing the same work, 
and whatever other work they are 
called upon to do for approximately 
$24 per week, per man. I can truth- 
fully say that for every penny the 
government pays for WPA musicians, 
in return it receives $3 to $4 in serv- 
ice. It is my firm conviction that 
the WPA musicians are essential to 
the war efforts of our country, and 
when the President of the United 














Calloway With Walter White Urges 


Bus Leeway for 


Negro Bands To 


Avoid Jim Crow Embarrassments 





Jimmy Dorsey Sustainers 
Have Tie-up With Navy 


To Salute Result-Getters 


Jimmy Dorsey’s orchestra begins 
a weekly full hour sustaining broad- 
cast July 18 on Mutual network 
every Saturday afternoon, in asso- 
ciation with the Navy. Band will 
be picked up from wherever it is On 
the road, and the program is guar- 
anteed from 196 to 260 outlets each 
week. Show will air 5-6 p.m. 

Dorsey will work in conjunction 
with the Navy in that he will salute 
musically, each week an outstanding 
performance by sailors as individ- 
uals, a task force in battle,, ship- 
builders, factories that have earned 
the Navy ‘E’ for excellence, etc. Re- 
cepients of each salute will be se- 
lected by Navy officials. 

In addition, Dorsey will award a 
$100 Defense Bond each week to a 
seaman who suggests a title for each 
broadcast, beginning with the 
second. Suggestions will be ac- 
cepted only from ordinary seamen, 
officers not eligible. First broadcast 
will emanate from Washington, D. C. 


AFM. STAGING 
STREET DANCES 
FOR SOLDIERS 


Philadelphia, June 30. 

Local 77, American Federation of 
Musicians, yesterday (Monday) ob- 
tained permission from the City 
Fathers to stage open-air dances on 
the Benjamin Franklin Parkway for 
service men. Initial outdoor dance 
will be held July 7, and will have a 
couple of local bands plus Gene 
Krupa’s crew which will be playing 
the Earle, Stanley-Warner vaude- 
filmer, at the time. 

The dance will be part of a ‘Music 
for Victory’ campaign started by the 
union. Two weeks ago an experi- 
mental dance was tried at_ the 
Union’s headquarters with Jimmy 
Dorsey's band and Buddy William’s 
crew dispensing music. jIt proved 
an instant success and Army and 
Navy officials here asked the union 
to continue the dances, 

Ed Springman is chairman of a 
union committee in charge of the 
dances, 














States says there are not enough 
bands playing in America he is ab- 
solutely correct. The government 
should not stop the WPA project, 
but rather increase it.’ 

At the office of WPA it was stated 
that at the present time the 1942-43 
program had not been completed 
and it was impossible to say how 
much money, if any, would be ail- 
loted for the Music Project. 








B. B. Wills’ Potomac River Boat 
Line, Washington, D. C., has been put 
on the ‘restricted territory’ list for 
travelling bands by the American 
Federation of Musicians. An objec- 
tion by the Washington AFM local 
to the exclusive use of travelling out- 
fits on the boats brought the order 
from the national body. However, 
Irving Carroll’s band, which was 
scheduled to open a two-week book- 
ing last Friday (26), was allowed to 
continue when Wills agreed to pay 
for a standby band. 


Under the ‘restricted territory’ 
ruling the boat line can play noth- 
ing but local bands after Carroll's 
run is completed. It’s possible, how- 
ever, that a permanent § standby 
agreement will be worked out. Prior 
ito this summer the boat line used 
names only weekends. 








| 


| 


Washington Local Shuts Out Name © 


Bands From Potomac River Boats 





NOBLE SISSLE ON ROAD 


After Over Three Years on Location 
at Diamond Horseshoe 








Terminating over three years at 
Billy Rose’s Diamond Horseshoe in 
New York, Noble Sissle and his or- 
chestra will go on tour at the end 
of next month. Arrangements for 
the tour are being made with the 
William Morris office: 

The band is to travel with a revue 
and will perform at camp shows en 
route. Successor outfit for the 
Horseshoe has not yet been desig- 
nated, 





Jerry Wald’s new band booked 
into the Strand Theatre, N. Y., July 
17, doubling from the Lincoln hotel, 
nearby. 


Cab Calloway, colored bandleader, 
went to Washington, D. C., Thurse- 
day (25) to confer with officials of 
the Office of Defense Transportation 
in an effort to secure special dis- 
pensation for the use of busses by 
colored orchestras. Calloway was 
accompanied by Walter L. White,, 
head of the National Association for 
the Advancement of Colored People 
and Frank Reeves. Their arguments 
assertedly have been ‘received with 


some consideration’ by ODT officials, 
but no decision has so far been de- 
livered. 


In making his plea, Calloway was 
asking for not only his own live- 
lihood, but the livelihood of a fairly 
long string of colored bands. Busses 
were outlawed for traveling band 
purposes only last Monday (22), but 
already the agencies booking them 
have been in difficulties. Joe Glaser 
was forced to cancel some dates on 
Lionel Hampton last week because 
he couldn't route the band by train, 
and other outfits are in the same 
fix. 

Moe Gale, one of the biggest book- 
ers of colored talent, is lucky so far 
in that the only one of the bands 
on the road at the moment is Ella 
Fitzgerald, who’s on the Coast and 
will train straight into New York 
soon. However, he has Erskine 
Hawkins booked on a one-night tour 
starting within the next few weeks. 

Since few Negro bands are 
equipped with private cars, not be- 
cause they can’t afford them, but be- 
cause they have almost always trav- 
elled by bus, the bus removal order 
spelled almost insurmountable dif- 
ficulties for them. Traveling by 
rain, particularly in the south, the 
best territory for such outfits, is a 
ticklish situation because of Jim 
Crow rules. Coupled to the fact that 
there aren’t more than four or five 
location jobs open to them consist- 
ently and only a few weeks of thea- 
tre work a year, the bus ban is a 
stunning blow. The average Negro 
band spends approximately eight 
months a year on the road. 


Philly Orchestras 
Benefit From Gas 
And Tire Shortage 


Philadelphia, June 30. 

In the Philadelphia area also the 
gasoline rationing situation is prov- 
ing a boon to local band leaders. 
The latter are getting plenty of dates 
in resort spots where the bookings 
in the past have favored name units. 
Business in many such stands has 
been hit so hard by the curb on 
gas that the promoters can’t pay the 
stiff fees asked by the top traveling 
name bands. 

Sunnybrook ballroom, near Potts- 
town, Pa., which formerly special- 
ized in top money aggregations, is 
now penciling in Philly orchestras. 
Chuck Gordon played the spot two 
weeks ago and Clarence Fuhrman’s 
KYW house band goes in this Sat- 
| urday (4). Likewise looking to lo- 
|cal groups is the Brookline Country 
|Club, on the outskirts of Philadel- 
|phia. Joey Kearns and his WCAU 
|erew opened there Saturday (27). 
Hamid’s Million Dollar Pier, Atlan- 
tic City, has Herby Woods, of Philly 
allegiance, set for an early date, 
while similar consideration is being 
given by piers at Cape May and 
Ocean City this summer. 














Juan Makula Completes 
14 Weeks in Kaycee 


Kansas City, June 30. 

After 14 weeks, longest band en- 
gagement since room’s opening, 
|; Juan Makula rhumba orchestra 
leaves the Drum toom of the Hotel 
President July 20. Current stand 
is a return date which followed a 
run of six weeks last winter. 

Pedro DeLeon replaces Makula 
with a five piece rhumoa outfit 
; which he is bringing on from the 
' Palmer House, Chi. 
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Monroe Big $60,000 in N. Y.; Duchin 
Big 17156, Omaha; Fields 196 in Pitt, 
Goodman, $38,000, Smash in Detroit 


(Estimates for This Week) 

Cab Calloway, Chicago (Chicago; 
4.000; 35-55-75) —-With ‘My Favorite 
Blonde’ (Par) (2d wk). MHoldover 
for film, but first week for Calloway, 
and he’s hypoing the biz to strong 
$38,000. 

Eddy Duchin, Omaha (Orpheum; 
3.000: 20-40-55-65)—-With ‘I Married 
An Angel’ (M-G). Duchin potent 
here, with Jeanette MacDonald and 
Nelson Eddy on the screen adding to 
b.o. draught. Take will be huge 
$17,500. 

Skinnay Ennis, Cleveland (Palace; 
3.700; 35-40-45-55-70)—With ‘Tuttles 
of Tahiti’ (RKO). Ennis’ radio name 
means more to this swing-minded 
house than Charles Laughton’s film 
satire, but both adding up to very 
pleasant $18,900 at least. 

Shep Fields, Pittsburgh (Stanley; 
3,800; 30-44-55-66 )—With ‘Twin Beds’ 
(UA). Fields can take most of the 
credit for good $19,000, with some 
stage help from Rufe Davis, but prac- 
tically none from the screen. Always 
okay b.o. here, Fields is equalling 
previous take of just eight months 
ago, quick repeat proving no draw- 
back. [At Hipp. theatre, Balto., last 
week Fields grossed $15,500, not 
$12,000 as was reported.] 


Benny Goodman, Detroit (Fox; 5,- 
000; 55-75-85)—With ‘It Happened in 
Flatbush’ (20th). Band hypoing 
baseball film to smash $38,000. 

Ada Leonard, Chicago (Oriental; 
3,200; 28-33-44-55)—With ‘Moonlight 
Masquerade’ (Rep) and Willie Shore 
for added stage support. Film not 
counting for tnuch, so its the stage 
show getting credit for solid $18,000. 

Chico Marx, Kansas City (Tower; 
2.110; 11-30-50)—With ‘Butch Minds 
the Baby’ (U). It’s strictly the Marx 
crew that’s accounting for sweet 
$11,000, best here in some time. 


Vaughn Monroe, New York (Par- 
amount; 3,664; 35-55-85-99-$1.10)— 
With Eddie Garr on stage, ‘Beyond 
Blue Horizon’ (Par) on screen. A 
powerhouse at the b.o., on the first 
week through last night (Tuesday) 
pulling mighty $60,000. Begins sec- 
ond stanza today (Wednesday). 

Russ Morgan, New York (Strand; 
2,756; 35-55-75-99-$1.10)—With Den- 
nis Day on stage, ‘Juke Girl’ (WB) 
on screen (2d-final wk). Holding up 
very good, looking near to $35,000. 
Initial week went to $44,000, strong. 

Teddy Powell, Philadelphia (Earle; 
2,768; 35-46-57-68-75). First time on 
theatre stage here for Powell’s band 
and getting fine $19,500. Supported 
by variety show including Dean 
Murphy plus ‘Syncopation’ (RKO) 
on screen. 


Sandler at Dellwood 


Buffalo, June 30. 

Bernie Sandler reorganized band 
and is playing at Dellwood Lodge 
near Buffalo. 

New faces are Joe Mullazo, bass; 
Tony Descedaria, sax; Patty Scime, 
trombone, and brother, Harold Sand- 
ler, drums. 











On the Upbeat 


Joe Venuti, who wound up an 
engagement at Iroquois Gardens, 
Indianapolis, picked up a local gui- 
tar player, Hayden Causey. 











Ted Straeter’s band opens the sea- 
son at Lido Beach Club, Long Beach, 
L. I., Saturday (4). 





Normandy Buoys instrumental trip 
closed after long engagement at 
Paxton Hotel, Omaha, and opens at 
Fargo, N. D., this week. 

Paul Moorhead’s band now 
fifth month at the Paxton. 


in its 





Loretta Poilock, four months an 
entertainer at the Fontenelle hotel, 
Omaha, goes to Green’s Lounge, 
Butte, Mont. 





Paul Shanley’s Syncopators dépen- 
ed at Wilmer Vogt’s Tavern, Moun- 
tainhome, Pa. 





Billy Diehl’s band alternates be- 
tween Willow Dell Hotel, Minisink 
Hills, Pa., and Onawa Lodge, Moun- 
tainhome, Pa. 





Snub Moseley band of six pieces 
signed to William Morris agency for 
bookings. 





Johnny ‘Scat’ Davis band signed 
to record for Eli Oberstein’s Classic 
Record Co. 





Barber replaced Tommy 
Morganelli on guitar with Benny 
Goodman; Johnny Walton is on 
tenor sax in place of Vido Musso, 
who left to take over Bunny Beri- 
gan’s band. 
a 
Harry James orchestra checked in 
at 20th-Fox to record 10 tunes for 
‘Springtime in the Rockies.’ 


Dave 








Aaron Gonzales’ rhumba band re- 
ported for work at Warners in ‘You 
Can’t Escape Forever.’ 

Joe Vera and his Men of Music 
picked up for another four weeks 
at Hotel Roosevelt’s Fiesta Room, 
Pittsburgh. 








Dick Helt, Wichita, clarinet and 
saxaphone teacher who spends sum- 
mer vacations playing with name 
bands is playing with Charlie Barnet 
this week. Last summer he was 
with Gus Arnheim’s band. 

Cab Calloway plays at Trocadero, 
Wichita, July 5. 








Clyde Lucas band booked into 
Stanley theatre, Pittsburgh, week 
of July 10, following Tommy Dor- 
sey. 





Saturday slate at Sunset Ballroom, 
Carrolltown, Pa., includes Shep 
(Continued on page 43) 
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PELHAM HEATH 


Indefinite Engagement 


WOR Mutual-Coast-to-Coast 


On Beacon Records 








Singer’s Daughter Sings 
With Miller Orchestra 


Detroit, June 30. 

Daughter of a veteran radio singer 
here, 16-year-old Claire-..ose Kean 
has joined Herb Miller's orchestra as 
a vocalist. She is the daughter of 
Harold Kean, who is blind and for 
15 years has been the ‘Sunshine 
Boy’ over Station WJR here. 

Claire-Rose also has been on the 
air singing in ‘The Children’s Thea- 
tre’ program via WXYZ since she 
was 12 years old. 


1-Niters Okay: 
Jurgens 126 
At Totem Pole 


(Estimates) 

Blue Barron (Sunset Park, Car- 
rolltown, Pa., June 27). Barron did 
a fair job here on a Saturday, draw- 
ing 1,400 at 90c plus tax. 

Dick Jurgens (Totem Pole B., 
Auburndale, Mass., June 22-27), In 
fifth stanza Jurgens continued on 
upbeat, drawing 16,000 dancers at 
usual $1.45 pair for great gross of 
$12,055, nearly $1,000 over previous 
week, 

Joey Kearns (Brookline C. C., 
Philadelphia, June 27). House band 
at WCAU did a surprisingly good 
job here, playing to over 700 dancers 
at $1.10 despite bad weather and 
gasoline problems. 

Herb Miller (Arena, Cleveland, 
June 27). Glenn Miller’s brother 
didn’t do so well in local bow, with 
‘Smokes for Yanks’ sponsored by 
American Legion. In 9,000 capacity 
and combination drew 3,000 at $1.10. 
Affair was poorly ballyhooed, how- 








ever. Profits went to buy smokes 
for Clevelanders in service. 

Jack Teagarden (Civic Aud., 
Pasadena, Cal., June 23-24). Over 


two nights Teagarden did nice job 
in drawing 3,597 admission at 25c. 


Band Bookings 


Ozzie Nelson, July 10-16, Tower 
T., Kansas City; 17-23, Orpheum T., 
Omaha; 24-30, Orpheum T., Min- 
neapolis; 31-Aug. 6, Chicago T., Chi- 
cago; 7-13, Stanley T., Pittsburgh; 
14-20, Palace T., Cleveland; 21-27, 
Colonial T., Dayton. 

Paul Whiteman, July 10-11, War 

Memorial, Las Vegas, Nev.; 13, Salt- 
aire B., Salt Lake; 14, White City B., 
Ogden, Utah; 16, Lakeside Park, 
Denver; 18, Howell’s B., Howell, 
Neb.; 19, New Meadow Acres B., 
Topeka, Kan.; 21, Civic Aud., Okla- 
homa City; 24-30, Tower T., Kansas 
City. % 
Ray McKinley, July 6-12, Palomar 
B., Norfolk, Va.; 27-Aug. 1, Shrine 
Aud., Springfield, Mass.; 7-13, Coney 
Island Park, Cincinnati. 

Chico Marx, 3-9, Riverside T., Mil- 
waukee; 10-12, Palace T., Fort 
Wayne; 14, Tivoli T., Richmond, 
Ind.; 15, Paramount T., Anderson, 
Ind.; 17-19, Grand T., Evansville, 
Ind.; 21-23, ‘Par T., Des Moines. 

Georgie Auld, June 20, McCarren 
Park, Brooklyn, N. Y.; 21, Williams- 
Lridge Playground, N. Y. C.; 23, 
East River Park, N. Y. C. 

Count Basie, July 6, Municipal 
Aud., St. Louis; 16, King’s B., Lin- 
coln, Neb.; 18, Municipal Aud., 
Topeka, Kan. 

Duke Ellington, July 8, Cocoanut 
Grove, Salt Lake City; 10-15, Lake- 
side Park, Denver; 17-Aug. 13, Sher- 
man H., Chicago; 14-20, Riverside 
T., Milwaukee. 

Earl Hines, July 4, Strand B., 
Philadelphia; 5, Carr’s B., Baltimore; 
10-16, Apollo T., New York; 24-30, 
Royal T., Baltimore. 

Phil Levant, July 4, Danceland 
B., Cedar Rapids, Ia.; 11, U. of 
Illinois, Urbana, IIL. 

Vaughn Monroe, July 10-16, 18, 
Million Dollar Pier, Atlantic City; 
17, Masonic Aud., New Brunswick, 
N. J.; 19, Pleasure Beach Park, 
Bridgeport, Conn.; 22, Empire B., 























Bands at Hotel B.0.'s 


(Presented herewith, as a weekly tabulation, is the esti 
charge business being done by name bands in various Sager Pere 
Dinner a Pp ag not rated. Figures after name of hotel ‘aia 
room capacity and cover charge. Larger amount desi e e 
holiday price.) gnates weekend ang 





: Covers Tot 

Band Hotel } aw) e be ~ covers 
Tommy Dorsey...Astor (1,000; 75c-$1)........seeee... 6 6,850 3 7 
Ray Heatherton. .Biltmor> (300; $1-$1.50)....... ae ae Oe 
Guy Lombardo*...Waldorf (550; $1-$1.50)...__ Sececes @ .. 2085. Sam 
Johnny Long......New Yorker (400; 75c-$1.50)........ 7 2'150 Hy 
Lani McIntire.....Lexington (300; 75c-$1.50).....++-+.20 11500 apm 
Charlie Spivak....Pennsylvania (500; 75c-$1.50)........ 8 2,525 yr 
Jerry Wald.......Lincoln (225; 75c-$1)..............., 12 730 Tae 





* Asterisks indicate a supporting floor show, 


lt 
major draw. although the band is the 





Los Angeles 


Pham A ge (Ambassador; 900; $1.50). Biz good, thanks to gradua 
ion parties, i : - ; . 
ledger. and figures to hit $4,500 again, very much on right side of 
Joe Reichman (Biltmore; 1,200; 50c-$1). Like rivals, improvem 
Reichman in the 4,500 class, slightly better than sebesilan eresk. ent puts 





Chicago 

Tommy Tucker (Empire Room, Palmer House; 600; $3-$3.50 min.) 
Tucker band is new to Chicago but got away to a good opening Thursday 
hearts saa drew 3,200 on week, Comment was good and band figures to 

uild. 

Jimmy Joy (Walnut Room, Bismarck hotel; 300; $1-$2 min.). Joy rides 
along quietly and continues to hold pace satisfactorily at 1,700 patrons, 

Glen Gray (Panther Room, Hotel Sherman; 800; $1-$2.50 min.). Gray 


5,300 last week. 

Eddy Oliver (Mayfair Room, Hotel Blackstone; 350; $2.50 min. Sat.). It’s 
Morton Downey who is doing the trade; last week whacked home a bril- 
liant 2,300 customers. 





Boston 


Nat Brandwynne (Ritz Roof, Ritz-Carlton hotel; 350; $1 cover). Opened 
here Friday (26) and on two days played to excellent 800 covers with 
dinner trade equally fine. Previous four days, Leo Reisman drew 1,200 
plus terrific dinner biz. Mills Bros. support Brandwynne orchestra. 

Jack Edwards (Terrace Room, Hotel Statler; 450; $1 cover). On second 
week, Edwards’ popularity gained with 800 covers over Friday-Saturday, 
only late nights, with dinner sessions almost capacity. 

Hal Saunders (Oval Room, Copley Plaza; 300; $1 cover). With Me. 
Gowan and Mack Ice Revue in second week, and Saunders’ ninth, busi- 
ness continued fine with 1,200 covers big dinner trade. 





Minneapolis 
Benny Strong (Minnesota Terrace, Hotel Nicollet; 500; $1-$1.50). Room 
continues to do surprisingly. good business, attendance around 525 nightly, 
Third week of band with one more to go before Dorothy Lewis’ ice show, 
‘Symphony on Ice,’ opens. Floor show includes Bob Evans, Theodore & 
Denesha and Ruth Craven. 





Philadelphia 


Leo Zello (Garden Terrace, Benjamin Franklin Hotel; 500; $1-$1.50-$2 
min.). Biz keeps improving here with 1,315 patrons registering at Terrace 
for supper, 


Location Jobs, Not in Hotels 


(Los Angeles) 
Les Brown (Palladium B, Hollywood; first week). After not too big 
opening, began building and now aiming at estimated 20,000. 

Jimmy Lunceford (Trianon, N, Southgate, Cal.). Biggest thing ever at 
this spot, and beating self each week. Heading for 9,000 currently, a 
sizeable entry. ; 
Ted Lewis (Casa Manana, B, Culver City, Cal.). On third lap, Lewis 
continues fine business, breaking records; 12,000 coming up. 
Rudolph Friml, Jr. (Florentine Gardens, N, Hollywood), 
helping here, where an average 4,500 augurs. 


Partying also 





(Chicago) 
Buddy Franklin (Chez Paree; 600; $3-$3.50 min.). Franklin band, of 
course, is not the attraction that Harry Richman is, but the Franklin has 
built up a good following here, and helped to good 4,000 total last week. 
Ted Weems (Blackhawk; 400; $1.25 min.). Weems’ orchestra winding 
up great sojourn in this loop hangout, last week clicked off fine 3,000 
patrons, 


——, 
"3 —— 
i 











Allentown, Pa.; 23-29, Capitol T., 
Washington, D. C.; 30, Pier B., 
Buckeye Lake, O.; 31-Aug. 6, East- 
wood Gardens, Detroit. 

Ted Lewis, July 10-16, Eastwood 
Gardens, Detroit; 17-23, Stanley T., 
Pittsburgh; 4-Aug. 6, Beverly Hills 
C.C., Newport, Ky. 

Jimmie Lunceford, Aug. 1, Lake- 
side Park, Wichita, Kan.; 2, Smith’s 
Aud., Dallas, ‘tex.; 3, Library Aud., 
San Antonio; 4, City Aud. Gal- 
veston; 5, Harvest C., Beaumont, 
Tex.; 6, City A.id., Houston; 7, Odd 
Fellows. Temple, Baton Rouge; 9, 
Rhythm C., New Orleans; 10, Beale 
Street Aud., Memphis. 


at the piano 


SONNY 
KENDIS 


and his orchestra 


Fefe’s Monte Carlo 
New York 
* 








COLUMBIA RECORDS 
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The new “country tune” sensation. Ernest Tubb’s 


WALKING THE FLOOR OVER YOU 


DICK ROBERTSON BOB ATCHER ERNEST TUBB 
Decca No. 4189 Okeh No. 6496 Decca No. 


AMERICAN MUSIC, INC. 











1211 N. Poinsettia Drive, Hollywood 
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Beautiful... 
Forceful... 
Reaily and truly 
Different... 





Write or wire for Orchestrations, 
Prof. Copies and Sheet Music 


AT LAST — THE SONG ALL AMERICA HAS BEEN WAITING FOR! 


— JUST RELEASED — LICENSED FOR BROADCASTING BY ALL NATIONAL NETWORKS 


“OUR GREAT AMERICAN DREAM” 


POLLACK MUSIC PUB. Co. 


A MUST Number, 
especially on your 
JULY 4th program 


1619 BROADWAY, NEW YORK 
Circle 7-7626 








band finishing four excellent weeks here; came through with another big 
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10 Best Sellers on Coin-Machines 





(Records below are grabbing most nickels this week in jukebores 


throughout the country, as reported by operators to ‘Variety.’ 


Names 


of more than one band or wocalist after the title indicates, in order of 
popularity, whose recordings are being played. Figures and names in 
parenthesis indicate the number of weeks each song has been in the listings 


and respective publishers.) 


{ Dick Jurgens.......... Oxeh 

1. One Dozen Roses (7) (Famous)........ .Harry James...... Columbia 

{Harry James...... Columbia 

2. Sleepy Lagoon (10) (Chappell)...... **) Jimmy Dorsey........ Decca 

§ Tommy Tucker........ Okeh 

3. Johnny Doughboy (7) (Crawford)...... Sammy Kaye........ Victor 

z 3 { Vaughn Monroe... .Bluebird 

4 Three Little Sisters (5) (Santly)....... . Andrews Sisters...... Déeca 

’ ee <p Columbia 

5. Who Wouldn’t Love You (2) (Maestro). SES oe Meese 

—— {Glenn Miller ...... Bluebird 

6. Apple Tree (12) (Robbins)............. .Kay Kyser........ Columbia 

‘ , {Jimmy Dorsey........ Decca 

7. Always In My Heart (10) (Remick).... UGlenn Miller...... Bluebird 

; : {Jimmy Dorsey........ Decca 

8. Tangerine (13) (Famous).......3.... **? Vaughn Monroe... .Bluebird 

. ; {Tommy Tucker........ Okeh 

9. Threw Kiss In Ocean (5) (Berlin)...... lKate Smith....... Columbia 

J , i {Merry Macs.......... Decca 

10. Jingle Jangle Jingle (1) (Paramount). . | Freddy Martin. ...... Victor 

OTHER FAVORITES 

(These records are directly below first 10 in popularity. Tunes with 
number of weeks in parenthesis are fading, others gaining.) 

: ‘a § Benny Goodman....... Okeh 

Jersey Bounce (17). (Lewis)........ccesse .Jimmy Dorsey........ Decea 

? {Charlie Spivak........ Okeh 

Story of Starry Night (Mutual).......... **?Glenn Miller....... Bluebird 

; ‘ § Vaughn Monroe... .Bluebird 

Don’t Tell Lie About Me (Santly).......... . Woody Herman....... Deeca 

{Jimmy Dorsey........ Decca 

pa ee rer ree Tony Pastor........ Bluebird 

‘ {Ella Fitzgerald....... Decca 

All I Need es eh) MIMO 6 or5.c k's Gere eewece ) Vaughn Monroe... .Bluebird 

; : ' § Harry James...... Columbia 

Skylark (Morris)...... Tots Sere TT rT oie Miller... Bluebird 

Bee Bere, Fa SE sia sc eens icecevesecns Charlie. Spivak........ Okeh 

Mary’s Grand Old Name (J. Vogel).... ee. ee oe Decca 

‘ : , ‘ {Kay Kyser........Columbia 

Sweet Eloise (Shapiro) TTC ce rer eres ee ee 1 Glenn Miller....... Bluebird 

Strictly Instrumental (Cherio) ............... Harry James...... Columbia 

: § Woody Herman....... Decca 

Se Ges a as vo koe ces <x obs awndensnean ) Abe Lyman.......- Bluebird 





JACK DENNY ON CKAC 


Montreal, June 30. 
El Morocco Cafe’s current orch- 
esira, Jack Denny, is on French 
language CKAC every Tuesday and 
Thursday 10:30-10:45 p.m. 


CKAC also has sustaining pro- 
gram ‘Les Trois Harmoniques’ every 
Friday for summe:. with Simone 
Quesnel, Marielle Marietta and Mar- 
celle Lefebvre with Allen McIver at 
the piano. 











Great for Dancing 
Great for Singing 
Great for Marching 
Great for Broadcasting 
It’s the 


SUPER-HIT 


“Fight On To Victory” 


By Joe V. Weaver and 
A. Jerome Rieth 


Available 


Rialto Music Publishers 
Rialto Theatre Bldg. 
Cedar Rapids, lowa 


Professional Copies 











|ton had been flying during his 


LARRY CLINTON A FLYER 





Now Qualified As An Instructor and 
Eligible for a Commission 





Ex-bandleader Larry Clinton grad- 
uates from a civilian aeronautical 
school in Massachusetts in another 
week, after which he wiil become 
a flying instructor. He is also eligi- 
ble for either an Army or Navy 
commission as a result of the ad- 
vanced training he received. Clin- 
later 
years in the band business. He 
often used his own plane to jump 
about the country on dates. Prior to 
enrolling in the Massachusets school 
he flew his own craft on civilian 


|coast patrol. 


Clinton broke up his band late last 


lyear after becoming involved with 
|New York Local 802 of the Amer- 


lican Federation of Musicians 


\tation of the scale. Dispute was 


in a 
case over the rates he paid his men 
for recording. Union claimed he 
underpaid them via a misinterpre- | 
set- 


|tled, but the leader never reorgan- 
‘ized. 


ASCAP’s Radio Status 


Number of ASCAP station licenses 
taking the Society’s free continuity 
service has passed the 400-mark. 
Represented by this 400-is 95% of 
the broadcasting industry’s dollar 
volume in time billings. 

ASCAP made the service available 
two «1d a half months ago. 


Saturday Dances In 
Kansas City Avd; Biz 
Miller Gross Enccure gig 


Kansas City, June 30. 
Dancing, with name bands as the 
attractions, is to be the policy every 
Saturday night during the summer 
in the arena of the Muny auditorium. 
First of these dates was played by 
Dick Rogers orchestra last Saturday 
(27). Other bands to play here dur- 
ing the summer season will be Sonny 
Dunham, Abe Lyman, Blue Barron, 
Charles Spivak and Tony Pastor. 
Weekly dancing schedule is being 
promoted by John Antonello. Satur- 
day is picked as the day of the week 
because of the terrific one-nighter 
success realized by Gienn Miller 
when he played to a $10,000 gross 
here on a Saturday recently. 


Duchin’s Men Set 


Omaha, June 30. 

Eddy Duchin, playing to big busi- 
ness at the Orpheum here, told 
friends that his band would posi- 
tively not carry on as a Duchin band 
after July 18, when Duchin goes into 
the Navy as a lieutenant, senior 
grade. Already many name bands 
have started making offers to Eddy’s 
men and the boys will all be taken 
care of. 

Singer June Robbins intends go- 
ing into club work as a single. 














Army Rejects Rummo, Ruta 
Pittsburgh, June 30. 

After Max Adkins, conductor of 
Stanley theatre house band, had 
found replacements for two of his 
key men, Carmen’ Rummo, pianist, 
and Ted Ruta, first sax, both of 
them were turned down for army 
service at their final physical. 
Rummo had been slated to shove off 
| for the service last week and Ruta a 
few days before him. 

So far Adkins’ outfit has been un- 
touched by the war, only band in the 
district to get by since Pearl Harbor 
without losing a single man. 


Dry Gas Pumps Haunt Orchestras, 
Especially This July 4th Weekend 





‘KEEP YOUR PROMISE’ 





Petrillo Orders Woody Herman to 
Cancel a Competitive Booking 





Milwaukee, June 30. 
James C. Petrillo, head of the 
American Federation of Musicians, 
laid down the law Saturday to 
Woody Herman and his band to 
force them to live up to a con- 
tractual agreement. 


Herman and his band were booked 
for the Modernistic ballroom in 
State Fair park here last summer. 
Phil Brown, of General Amusement 
Co., representing the band leader, 
begged off from the contract on the 
ground that Woody had a chance to 
make a film. C, S. Rose, manager 
of the Modernistic, agreed to the 
cancellation with the proviso that 
when the band again came into this 
territory it would play his ballroom 
prior to accepting any other en- 
gagement in this area. 


When Woody’s band (he’s a local 
boy who made good) was booked 
into the Eagles ballroom here for 
next Sunday, July 5, the fur began 
to fly. Vollmer Dahlstrand, chief of 
the Milwaukee Musicians Associa- 
tion, Local No. 8, AFM, was con- 
sulted. Attorneys were called in. 
Wires were kept hot. Then the whole 
matter was dumped into Petrillo’s 
lap. 

Phil Brown, now in Cleveland, 
verified the agreement that had been 
made to get Herman’s release from 
his Modernistic date a year ago. 

Petrillo’s edict went out Saturday, 
to the effect that Woody Herman’s 
date for next Sunday at the Eagles’ 
ballroom was cancelled, and that he 
could not play there or anywhere 
else in this territory until he had 
first played the Modernistic as per 
his year old agreement. 


Hal McIntyre May 
Go to William Morris 
Office Via Shribman 


Negotiations are going on cur- 





























On the Upbeat | 


rently which will put the Hal MclIn- 
tyre orchestra on the booking roster 
of the William Morris agency. 











ns Continued from page 42) 


Fields, July 4; Mickey Ross, July 
11; and Louie Armstrong, July 18. 

Frankie Masters band set for one- 
nighter at West View Park, Pitts- 
burgh, July 9. 

Tiny Hill bund spened week’s en- 
| gagement Mondiy (29) at Kenny- 
wood Park, Pittsburgh. 











Ra. Jarrett at Blue Moon, Wich- 





| 

; Jack Carney, former manager of 
Jan Savitt, has become personal 
|manager of Teddy Powell’s band. 


Nick Stuart band began return en- 











gagement at Plantation Club, Dallas, 





It’s TEMPOTIME 


as well 


as wartime! 





Recorded by 





And it’s LATIN AMERICA in jitterbug-time, with 


PERDIDO 


The Latest J-U-M-P Sensation ! 


DUKE ELLINGTON 





Featured by 


e LES BROWN and 
COOTIE WILLIAMS 











TEMPO MUSIC, INC., 1775 BROADWAY, NEW YORK 


Monday (29). 





Hank D’Amico, clarinetist former- 


ly with Bob Crosby, broke up Buf- 
falo band due to. transportation 
snags. 

Capt. Warmack moved Algerians 
orch into Williamsville Glen out- 


side Buffalo. 


Eddy Brandt orchestra into Com- 
modore Perry hotel’s El Dorado 
|Room, Toledo, June 29, from the 
| Netherland-Plaza hotel, Cincinnati. 


| Frank Gagen, from the Book-Cadil- 
jac, Detroit, and band, booked for 





August at the E] Dorado Room. 





McIntyre is now booked _inde- 
pendently by Don Haynes, his per- 
sonal manager, and Sy Shribman, 
Boston ballroom operator who 
financed him in association with 
Glenn Miller, for whom McIntyre 
formerly played sax. 

McIntyre’s possible 








the Mecrris agency might perforce 
| presage a Shribman deal with that | 
|agency. Shribman controls a number 


of strong band 
terest in them, 
recently that the 
when he will set up a 
agency of his own. However, 
does move McIntyre into the Morris 
agency it may be 


and he has 


booking 


bands. 





assignment to | 


names via an in- | 
asserted | 
time will come | 
if he | 


the beginning of a | 
partnership deal for some of his other | 


Prospect of dry gasoline pumps in 
most of the eastern territory over 
the coming holiday, July 4th, week- 
end has brought about a unique are 
rangement among some bands and 
the promoters they are to play for. 
Several leaders booked to play balle 
rooms in succession over the Friday- 
Sunday period, began to have mis- 
givings about the possibility of get- 
ting enough gas to move from one 
spot to the other. So they checked 
with promoters and in several in- 


stances the latter agreed to guaran- 
tee a sufficient supply of fuel to 
enable the band to move to its next 
date. 


How the ballroom operators were 
abie to assure the fuel isn’t clear to 
the leaders involved, but it’s under- 
stood that the promoters used their 
influence in persuading dealer 
tgiends to cache the required 
amount for redemption by ration 
cards. 


Only Writer Can 


Properly Sing 
Song for Kaye 








Hiring a singer to sing just one 
song repeatedly with a band is a 
new one. Sammy Kaye bought a 
song recently titled, ‘Where the 
Mountains Meet the Sky.’ After hav- 
ing had it arranged for his band 
he tried various yocalists already in 
his outfit on the lyric, but no in- 
terpretation suited him. So he wired 


traveling expenses to Texas to Billy 
Williams, the song’s author, to come 
to New York and do the tune with 
the band. 


Reason Kaye sent for Williams is 
that he bought the melody after 
hearing a demonstration recording 
made by Williams, and that inter- 
pretation is what sold him on the 
song. 











It’s Cute—It’s Different 


It’s Terrific 


BYE LO BABY BUNTIN’ 
(Daddy’s Goin’ Huntin’) 


CINDY WALKER 
DECCA 6038 


American Music, Ine. 


1211 N. Poinsettia Dr. 
HOLLYWOOD, CALIF. 























& Professional | copies 8 available. 


—_wow'! 
POUND YOUR TABLE POLKA 


RECORDED BY: 
® MARY MARTIN and HORACE HEIDT—Columbia 
@® LAWRENCE WELK—Decca 
® RENE MUSETTE—Victor 


© BARRY SISTERS—Standard 


‘Orchestration by “JACK MASON & 








COLONIAL MUSIC PUB. CO., Inc. 








168 West 23 St., New York, N. Y. 
Braneh: 


7016 Melrose Ave., Hollywood, Cal. 








From IRVING BERLIN’S 


BE CAREFUL, 


© BING CROSBY—Decca, 


®@ DINAH SHORE—Bluebird 


Dave Dreyer, 


“HOLIDAY INN” 


® TOMMY 
® KATE 


Prof. Mgr. 


4 PARAMOUNT PICTURE 


DORSEY—Victor 
8MITH—Decca 


IRVING BERLIN, INC. 


starring BING CROSBY 


® TEDDY 
® CLAUDE 


799 Seventh Ave., 





and FRED ASTAIRE 


T’S MY HEART 


POW ELL—Bluebird 
THORNHILL—Columbia 


New York 
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O'Connor Acts As Peacemaker, Hoping 
For Return of E. B. Marks to ASCAP 


John J. O'Connor, a member of 
the ASCAP board of directors, has 
undertaken to work out a proposi- 
tion for the repatriation of the E. B. 
Marks Music Corp. to the ASCAP 
fold. O’Connor’s efforts as a peace- 
maker are reportedly without offi- 
cial instigation from either side and 
are entirely on his own initiative. 
When asked Friday (26) what prog- 
ress he had made in his attempt at 
reconciliation O’Connor said he had 
no comment to make. 

Marks broke away from ASCAP 
in late 1940 and aligned himself with 
the radio interests. He signatured a 
five-year contract to clear the per- 
forming rights of his catalog through 
Broadcast Music, Inc. The deal gave 
him $225,000 a year, with an addi- 
tional $25,000 annually going to his 
counsel in the negotiations, Julian T. 
Abeles. NBC and CBS’ between 
them underwrote a major part of 
the guaranty to Marks. When 
Marks quit ASCAP his share of the 
royalties from that organization was 
around $80,000 a year. Only other 
ASCAP pub to over to BMI at the 
time was Ralph Peer, who was rep- 
resented in ASCAP by Scouthern 
Music Co. 


Some of the publisher members on 
the ASCAP board, when asked to 
comment on O'Connor's project, 
pointed out that there was no assur- 
ance that Marks would be eligible to 
return to ASCAP even if the terms 
were acceptable to both sides. There 
was the question of whether such a 
move would be opposed by Thur- 
man Arnold, assistant attorney gen- 
eral in charge of the Department of 
Justice’s anti-trust division on the 
ground that it would defeat the in- 
tent of the consent decree which the 
Government granted ASCAP in 
early 1941. 


“12TH STREET RAG’ 
DISPUTE SETTLED 


Shapiro, Bernstein & Co. has 
worked out an amicable settlement 
with the Jenkins Music Co., of Kan- 
sas City, and Euday L. Bowman for 
the renewal rights of ‘12th St. Rag.’ 


Bowman wrote the number. After 
Shapiro-Bernstein had dickered with 
Bowman for the rights, Jenkins 
brought suit in the Texas federal 
court to enjoin Bowman from con- 
cluding a deal. The court ruled in 
Bowman’s favor. 

Jenkins took an appeal but before 
the appeals hearing got under way 
Jenkins assigned all rights to Sha- 
piro-Bernstein. 
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British Best Sellers 


(Week Ending June 8) 





London, June 10. 


Groom. Vein. «>see ces Maurice 
Heart of Texas......... Southern 
Don’t Want to Walk..... Victoria 
(ee Camp.-Conn. 
Anniversary Waltz....Chappells 
pS Pere Camp.-Conn. 
DP MIPUER 6 o0.06000000 Chappells 
Spring Again........ Cinephonic 
ME COR sic dcausase Feldman 
Russian Lullaby.......... F-D-H 
Stole My Heart......: *,.Maurice 


.Camp.-Conn. 


Nebraska Vs. US. 
Copyright Law 
Is Court Issue 


He 


Navy Blue Eyes... 








Omaha, June 30. 


Federal Judge John Delehant last 
week handed down the first decision 
connected with the legal efforts of 
individual publisher membexs -of 
ASCAP to stop Nebraska music 
users from performing their com- 
positions. The Warner Bros. pub- 
lishing group had brought infringe- 
ment suits against 10 hotels and 
ballrooms in this area and the find- 
ing of the judge was on a techni- 
eality. 

The defendants had asked (1) that 
the publisher »be ordered to give 
more definite information and (2) 
that the action be dismissed. Judge 
Delehant decided that he would de- 
fer acting on the dismissal motion 
until Warners furnished the re- 
quested information. What the de- 
fendants want to know is whether 
WB complied with the provisions of 
Nebraska’s anti-ASCAP _ statute, 
which requires that before a pub- 
lisher may sell his music in this 
state, he must first register it with 
the secretary of state and print or 
stamp on the sheet music the sale 
price. Under this same law, a buyer 
is free of further assessment and 
may play the music privately or 
publicly without obtaining a license 
from the copyright owner. 

Warners has 10 days in which to 
tell whether it complied with the 
procedure specified by the Nebraska 
law. The answer, WB counsel has 
already indicated, will be ‘no.’ The 
publishers’ contention is that the 
Nebraska law, while upheld by the 
U. S. supreme court, should not be 
permitted to be used to deprive the 
individual copyright owner of rights 


> 





|that have been granted him by the 
| Federal copyright law. Also that 
the purpose of the Nebraska statute 
| was to prevent groups of copyright 
owners from doing business joint in 
the state and not to confiscate the 
rights of individual owners. It is 
likewise argued by Warner that the 
U. S. copyright law pointedly spera- 
rates the publication right from the 
performing right and that the pur- 
chase of a sheet of music, as U. S. 
supreme court Jecisions have re- 
peatedly held, does not give buyer 
the right to perform the music for 
profit. 














Radio Trade 


| en Continued from page 41 





the situation is different. The war 
industries should provide means of 
employment for thousands of mem- 
bers of the AFM. 


Weiss Slips Edict 
Hollywood, June 30. 

Lewis A. Weiss, general manager 
ot KHJ-Don Lee Mutual, has noti- 
fied musicians union that deal for 
increase in income for station staff 
at KFRC, San Francisco, is off, fol- 
lowing recent James C. Petrillo edict 
on banning of records and transcrip- 
tions by union members on August 1. 
Believed this is first known reaction 
to Petrillo’s fiat. 


New York and ‘Frisco were in- 
formed that the union’s action vio- 
lates the agreement that permits use 
of such discs. 

Radio interests were considering 
upping of time and income to two 
hours daily, netting men $56 instead 
of $41 weekiy. Weiss was willing, so 
long as permitted the contractual 
prerogatives that Petrillo’s new or- 
der rescinds. But he now has re- 
fused further consideration of the 
proposal. 

He adds that the station doesn’t 
need staff it has but that it was con- 
sidered good investment in view of 
the disc privilege. 

Its a Surprise! 

Capitol Records, new DeSylva, 
Mercer, Glenn Wallich firm which 
hit the stands Monday (29) with 
first discs, received notification from 
James Petrillo, New York, that after 
July 31, when their American Fed- 
eration of Musicians license expires, 
it won’t be renewed. 

Letter came as a complete surprise 
to the firm. (Don’t they read trade 
papers?—Ed.). It was terse. brief 
and contained no explanation of the 
refusal except a reminder of the or- 
der which prohibits mechanical re- 
production by members after Aug. 1. 

Decca, Columbia, Victor received 
no notices here, their representatives 
stating that if they got the same no- 
tice as Capitol it probably went to 
their Eastern headquarters. Capitol 
discs features Whiteman, Tilton, 
Gordon Jenkins and others on the 
first 12,000 releases. With heads of 
company in the East no statement 
was forthcoming here. 





Earl Bradford’s ditty, ‘Let’s Make 
Every Moment Count,’ will be pub- 





lished by Mallory Music Co. 




















ROMANTIC HIT 


FULL MOON 


A Complete Current Catalogue 
Every Class of Hit! A Hit in Every Class! 


TOP BALLAD HIT 


SOMEBODY'S THINKING OF YOU TO-NIGHT 


POPULAR NOVELTY HIT 


LITTLE BO PEEP HAS LOST HER JEEP 


NEW PICTURE HIT 


PRIVATE BUCKAROO 


From, Universal Picture, ‘Private Buckaroo,’ featuring Harry James and His Orch. 


LATIN-AMERICAN HIT 


COME BACK 
SOUTHERN MUSIC PUBLISHING CO., Inc. 


* « 


1619 Broadway, New York 


SID LORRAINE, Gon. Prof. 






HOLLYWOOD — CHICAGO — CINCINNATI — SAN FRANCISCO — TORONTO 
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Inside Stuff—Music 


Band and music trade got quite a kick last week out of a story in the 
New York Times of a U. S. soldier who received a packet of recordings of 
American dance bands from home, and gathered a considerable crowq 
in and outside an Australian music store while playing them. Times cor. 
respondent got off almost a full column on the effect the various platters 
had on the U, S. doughboys, and Aussie civilians and soldiers who helped 
them bend an ear. 

Yarn claimed that all business in the store halted while Pvt, F. FE. 
Miller, of Scotch Plains, N. J.. went through all 18 sides of the discs he 
had received from a girl friend. After all numbers had been played, 
Benny Goodman's version of ‘String of Pearls’ got best reception. ‘I Said 
No’ and ‘Java Jive’ were also mentioned. Correspondent ‘went on record’ 
in his story, as saying, ‘There is no greater morale builder to these men’ 





ASCAP board of directors at its regular monthly meeting Thursday (25) 
approved the splitting up of $1,100,000 among the members as the royalty 
payoff for the second quarter of 1942. The checks will go out next week. 
This large melon was hinted at in ‘Variety’ two weeks ago. 

What makes the amount of the distribution exceptionally big is the fact 
that out of the collections for the quarter came abnormally large expenses, 
In establishing its own offices throughout the country ASCAP had to equip 
them with new office furniture and buy cars for its district representa- 
tives. 

Republic Music Co. is making up a folio of poems used by Sammy Kaye 
on the latter’s NBC sustainer ‘Sufiday Serenade.’ Each week for more than 
a year Kaye has been inserting a listener-written verse into his broadcast, 
and the cream of them have been selected for printing. 

Folio will also include a group of songs. 


NBC, CBS, Blue, Mutual Plugs 


Following tabulation of popular music performances embraces all four 
networks—NBC, CBS, Blue and Mutual—-as represented by WEAF, WJZ, 
WABC and.WOR, N. Y. Compilation herewith covers week beginning 
Monday through Sunday (June 22-28) from 5 p.m. to 1 a.m., and is based 
on data provided by Accurate Reporting Service regular checking source 
for music publishing industry. 











TITLE PUBLISHER TOTAL 
Keep Lovelight Burning ....... ivaseekeaws Remick ..... pig btu oie hs2n 49 
Here You Are—j‘My Gal Sal’.............. A ie Sea eaar se 43 
I MN I no alco Sg a Sed bbe 0b 0m sole i SRE eae re Fe 33 
EY es ess atl ce ous oe ple wk Fm ES aa 26 
ee a cs whic vib pas chso-cee PE ddan S5.0s otc eet: 24 
Wears Pair Silver Wings................0. EEA eer Dante 23 
NT MEE A Cea aiech ic a4 6-44 5000 409 6 ee Ee er rer ee 22 
ao a ys ek oh be wee do ots) «ens bn 50eee ST Gadkadecdseseee bode sad 22 
RR Ue Nn ae are Le SON ean eek cs kik aia ead EL EGS acs siledhekscesclet 21 
RA EE Go dacdbodesebetevtenebs RES a ee 21 
Ree: en RO os vc a ors ae vs o's 0 v0 sabe ee ae ee 20 
WO ROOM cassie Veces sbi cds cle esen CO G88 basa s seas ve cae 19 
ey Be SIR 6 6 aid a ve i cvesccsvavive ee ae ere. 19 
eR Be Be re ae J. Campbell ........ 19 
I i he od ean 9 peas bahed Ole po ee re 18 
I EE a. ns Penmaes ehep eae BER Re can sth ngae wets vee 7 
eo TR Se re EH De det wens ds Ok Cow eas 16 
ca. wart diy die i 0 ebb nad ae +a Oe re aerE ae 16 
Always In Heart—t‘Always In Heart’,...... NY 5s duck Gases saben es 15 
"Who Wouldn't Love You?.......cccecccese PL Wiaomacdnduld<covseke OM 
Pe, GE ED 6-4/0 od Gass 0 oo claeewa sweating’ Pb oveukaees do secb cence! Ue 
ee eT Oe OE av nd Svin aXe o's dish a0 Sew 68 PM eas cae eeodierisind 12 
SE I th CA ne ok ena a uad nee wae rer eerie ao ree 12 
Be Careful, It’s My Heart—t‘Holiday Inn’.. Berlin .................085 12 
Somebody's Thinking You. ........ccscceves NN TE ET eee 11 
I Remember You—+t‘Fleet’s In’............. PONUMINS: 606. ads isc vcee vas il 
NIE Jat, SOL a. s EW ard ae at Yuin oeteet EES er reer ll 
REeee ROGUE TR oc os woe cseieesene UE 5 ta % He paus vita VS%be 11 
My Gal Sai—t‘'My Gal Sal’ F he, on ee li 
Te OS FOC (wR . 10 
ee ee i, auc ie enire ste ue oe rca eav ie cena 05. ¥ad sas y 
ey ae) a a rere eres Sree 7 
Ct ie SS re, Sere were | rer 7 
Reema. Te Bere FAI ok k cace ss wh sc ccccccas WEE 606 99% £46 00.4%: T 
oe ee ee ae we eies Porgy 7 
NS cae oe ae Gtr IN aur gt 8A oes 8 Oe RUE oti eve vss T 
Midsummer Matinee ....... sp GE? Bovss b des’ 7 
Breathless 1 ai eidblgele a 6 60 0 6 50) EEE ca a bates «54 6 
Do You Miss Sweetheart sithi ; |.) arse? 7 6 
ee eee. TEE Ee OE One CeO ETERT TS 6 
Miss You .. = EE ars cases 6 
New York Nocturne ste ee © kes eo Bene eee 6 
Re NO oe bk cca ceds cen FY,  eeeepee ee 6 
Lullabye of the Rain ........... ex pW <b. ew wie cess 6 
EE a” ee rearer se ME ud palc cde cesses 6 
*Just Though You Here........... 603 EE, Rasenneeess 3 
35 £2. eT Ee rrr eee DN. ccs byessaves s ) 
er Pe Te ok eve ncen ce mees Cerone 6 a re rare 5 
i ee sk sss beenap eats Witmare .. 5... 5 
Got Moon In Pocket—t‘Holiday ee ae 5 
Mary’s a Grand Name ............ ee i es 5 
ee ee ey ose ek ees bees ee eee 5 
nr ert car bcats cree ap ener ig 5 
ee a a ae BE cnc Beds 00s 5 
I Met Her Monday ........ | ree 5 
ome” AE ee ee oe Se ee rrr 3 





others are via ASCAP. ¢ Filmusical. 


Abe Olman to Coast = 


Abe Olman, managing director for 
the Robbins music publishing group, 
left for Hollywood yesterday (Tues- 


* Indicates BMI licensing; 














‘The Song Of The Hour’ 


| NEED AMERICA 
(America Needs Me) 











day). He will make the rounds of 

the Metro and 20th Century-Fox xe we 
studios to discuss forthcoming fil- All Material Available 
musicals and the publication of their @ BAND 


scores. 

Olman will be gone three to four 
weeks. Mrs. Olman is taking the 
trip with him. 


@ DANCE ORCH. 
@ VOCAL—3 KEYS 


AMERICAN MUSIC, Inc. 
1211 N. Poinsettia Drive 
Hollywood, Calif. 











Franz Waxman composing the 
score for ‘Reunion’ at Metro. 


“STRICTLY INSTRUMENTAL” 


RECORDED BY 
HARRY JAMES (COL.) BOB CHESTER (8LUEBIRD) 


CHERIO MUSIC PUBLISHERS, INC. 
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ASCAP PAYS OFF E. C. MILLS 


Songwriters May Decide to Ally With FOLLOWS Bi BUCK \Contactmen Debate Nick Kenny's Plug 











en | 

















Le ecmemaire tonne» 8 








The Authors League of America 





The Songwriters Protective Asso- 
ciation will take another step today 
(Wednesday) toward determining 
whether it wants to assume the form 
of e guild and associate itself with 
the Authors League of America, The 
SPA's executive council will’ name a 
committee whose assignment it will 


| 15 Best Sheet Music Sellers 





(Week of June 27) 
Johnny Doughboy.....Crawford 
Sleepy LdBoon.........Chappell 
One Dozen Roses.......Famous 
Always in Heart........Remick 


INTO RETIREMENT 


Former Society General 
Manager Will Receive 
$35,000 in Return for 
Promise Not to Engage in 
Any Associations Inimical 





Methods But Decide to Take No Action 





Songplugging activities of Nick 
Kenny, radio columnist for N. Y. 
Mirror, was a subject of heated and 
lengthy discussion at a meeting 
Monday night (29) of the executive 
council of the contactmen’s union. 
Members of the council talked about 
passing a bylaw which would bar 


nection, but rather to his use of this 
power to undo the work of weeks 
by a competitor in planting a plug. 

It was pointed out to the protest- 
ing professional managers that while 
Kenny could be considered as hav- 
ing a marked psychological edge 
over his competitors, no evidence 


be to study the organizational mech-| Three Little Sisters...... Santly to ASCAP any one not exclusively employed |had been brought forward that he 
anics and bylaws of the Dramatists} Jersey Bounce............ Lewis as a contactman from contacting | had violated the union's bylaws, It 
Guild and to report their findings to] Jingle Jargle......... Paramount <p plug sources, but the proposition died | was also recalled that it has been a 
the SPA membership in four weeks.| Under Apple Tree...... Robbins of its own impracticality since such | common practice among professional 


This action follows a recommenda- 
tion that climaxed a meeting of the 


SPA members last Tuesday night} Threw Kiss Ocean........ Berlin works. Kenny is also a member of should not be the concern of the 
(23) at the Park Central hotel, N. Y.] We'll Meet Again......... Dash ASCAP’s board of directors by a | the union. oh ee’ union unless it trespassed on some 

egy yp tr rg beg he ao + naparvent—ae Taking Place.Shapiro |unanimous vote last week dispensed see een Aawecghinat be, union taboo. f . | 
made itself evi MRTENE i ksesevewes ...-Famous : : : . ’ it 
general meeting, and the indications] Sweet Eloise.......... “"Shapiro | With the service of E. C. Mills, once | allegedly unfair methods used in the t 


are that the SPA will be known as 
the Songwriters Guild of America 
before the current year is over. Some 
puzzlement has been caused among 
music publishers by this guild move. 
They can’t see what practical effect 
it can have for SPA members since 
the contract between that organiza- 
tion and publishers has four years 
to go. 

Jack Rosenberg, president of the 
New York local of the American 
Federation of Musicians, was among 
those who spoke at the Park Central 
meeting. Rosenberg advised that it 
was essential that the SPA’s mem- 
bers first make up their minds that 
they would stick together whether 
the eventual choice was a closed 
shop or a guild union. Unity, he 
said, must be assured before the die 
is cast. 

Arthur Richman, head of the Dra- 
matists Guild, was unable to appear 
because of some dental trouble, and 
Arthur Garfield Hays, whose firm is 
general counsel for the SPA, not 
only explained the ramifications of 
the closed and guild shops but out- 
lined the internal operations of the 
Dramatists Guild. Billy Rose first 
expressed the opinion that he didn’t 
think the time was right for the con- 
version of the SPA into a guild but 
later he told the meeting that it was 
obvious that the sentiment was de- 
cidedly pro-Guild and that the SPA 


ought to proceed with plans in that | 


direction. 

Irving Caesar, ex-SPA prez, also 
spoke, but he confined his remarks 
to the strides made by the organiza- 
tion in membership and protecting 








i Eee 
Who Wouldn’t Love.....Maestro 








FILM MEN RAP 
ASCAP FEES 


Detroit, June 30. 

The directorate of the Cooperative 
Theatres of Michigan has passed a 
resolution protesting against the 
scale of license fees now charged 
by ASCAP. The resolution com- 
plains that theatres are required by 
ASCAP to take out a blanket license 
even though not all the films they 
exhibit contain music. 

Another point made by the reso- 
lution is that ASCAP collects twice 
for the same music, once from the 
producer and secondly from the ex- 
hibitor. 








ASCAP’s Explanation 

On the double charge angle 
ASCAP has often explained that the 
license obtained by. the producer has 
nothing to do with performing rights 
but merely covers his right to record 
the composition. The license granted 
the- exhibitor by ASCAP pertains 
strictly to the right to perform and 
is a totally separate right, as rec- 
ognized by the U. S. copyright law, 
from the recording right. 


Larry Shea With ASCAP 


























* * * * 


STOP! LOOK! 


WHERE THE 





‘The Most Terrific Gal You Ever Knew’ 


Recorded by 


SAMMY KAYE on VICTOR RECORDS 
& 
WORLD MUSIC, INC., 607 5th Ave., New York 


(I’m Headin’ for the Blue Horizon) 


MEET THE SKY 


A Great Ballad 


REPUBLIC MUSIC CORP. 


607 5th Ave., New York 


* * * * 


LISTEN for!!! 


MOUNTAINS 








AN ASCAP VETERAN 





the Society’s general manager but 


of late assigned to do miscellaneous 
jobs. The board also voted to pay 
him a year’s salary, $35,000, collect- 
able on a weekly basis, providing he 
agreed to refrain from any action 
that might be inimical to the best 
interests of the Society. Also not to 
accept work in the performing rights 
field during the year’s period. The 
matter of working out this latter 
technicality was left to the organi- 
zation’s president, Deems Taylor. 
Mills’ exit comes but six weeks after 
the replacement of Gene Buck by 
Taylor and by virtue of the strings 
tied to the final payoff .constitutes 
the most curious ending given a 
career in ASCAP. Buck, of course, 
continues in an ‘advisory’ capacity. 

The action that precipitated Mills’ 
departure from ASCAP occurred at 
the tailend of the ASCAP’s board 
monthly session last Thursday (25). 
All routine matters had been dis- 
posed of when a director moved that 
the board take up the unfinished 
business affecting Mills. The execu- 
tive committee had at a previous 
meeting introduced a_ resolution 
recommending that the services of 
Mills be terminated but it was sug- 
gested that since Mills was. out of 
the country on company business the 
resolution be tabled. 

No opposition within the board 
was apparent this time and the only 
question to be settled was what fi- 
nancial 
granted Mills in lieu f notice. Some 
one present in the board room stated 
ithat he had discussed the matter 
with Mills and that Mills had re- 











came the operating head of it. When | $3 


the latter project blew up with the 


loss of over $1,000,000 to RCA, Mills| # 


into ASCAP as general 
For years his salary was 


got back 
manager. 
| $50,000 per annum. 


tive committee. 








| Capitol Discs on Stands 
| Hollywood, June 30. 

| Capitol Records, a new company, 
|hit the stands with 12,000 platters, 
lits first issue, Monday (29). Re- 
‘leases are equally split among six 
|songs, with Paul Whiteman, Freddie 
|Slack, Johnny Mercer, Dennis Day, 
| Martha Tilton, 
| Connie Haines the artists. 

| Glenn Wallich, of the Johnny 
| Mercer-Buddy de Sylva combination 
| which formed the company, sold out 
|his interest in Music City here, and | 
|is at present in the east arranging 
York. 


here, in Chicago and New 


arrangement ought to be | 





In latter years | 
|his title was chairman of the execu- | 





Gordon Jenkins and | 


| 


. 
° 
: 
: 
77 
> 
. 
e 


| eS 
| distribution. Platters wiil be pressed | 3: 





a measure would prevent songwrit- 
ers from demonstrating their own 


drive last week to get his latest 
song, ‘Keep the Love Light Burn- 
ing’ to the top of the ‘most played’ 
list. Professional managers for var- 
ious publishing firms charged that 
Kenny in bringing last minute pres- 
sure through orchestra leaders’ press 
agents had succeeded in knocking 
off the scheduled plugs of his com- 
petitors. The objection wasn’t so 
much to the power he was able to 
exercise through his columnar con- 





men to knock off one another’s 
plugs and that such procedure 





PHIL KORNHEISER 
JOINS ABNER SILVER 


Phil Kornheiser has joined Abner 
Silver in Lincoln Music, Inc., as gen- 
eral manager, 

Kornheiser, who up until recent 
months was with Broadcast Music, 
Inc., held the general managership 
of Leo Feist, Inc., for over 20 years. 
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LEW BROWN 




















Lyric by Paul Francis Webster 


Lyric by Harold Adamson 











TOP WRITERS. ,- 


HOAGY CARMICHAEL 
RALPH RAINGER 
LEO ROBIN 
SAM H. STEPT 
CHARLIE TOBIAS 


TOP SONGS! 


usr Pabiided! 


By the writers of “Ferry-Boat Serenade” and 
"The Woodpecker Song” 


THE HUMMING-BIRD 


a4 


ROBBINS MUSIC CORPORATION 
799 SEVENTH AVE., NEW YORK MURRAY BAKER, Prof. Mgr. 
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PAUL F. WEBSTER 


Music by Hoagy Carmichael 











Music by E. Di Lazzaro 
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Joe Lewis-Lahr-Wheeler Vauder, 
In Chi Fold, Looks for N. Y. House 





The Al Bloomingdale-Nat Karson 
two-a-day vauder, ‘Headliners of 
1942,’ which closed Saturday (28) in 
Chicago, has not yet found a N. Y. 
berth. No theatre of sufficient size 
equipped with a cooling system is as 
yet available for the Joe E. Lewis- 
Bert Lahr-Bert Wheeler layout. 

Paul Small, who booked that 
show, is himself looking for a N. Y, 
house for a two-a-day show of hisg 
own that he'd like to open in mid- 
September. No headliners are men- 
tioned as yet, but he has a title, 
‘The Big Time.’ 

Another of the Small-booked 
shows. this one backed by Fred 
Finklehoff, the playwright, is cur- 
rent at the Biltmore, Los Angeles. 
Topped by George Jessel and Jack 
Haley, this show is turning in okay 
grosses. 





Henry Busse’s orchestra opens 
July 8 at the Trianon ballroom, 
Southgate, Cal., meanwhile negoti- 
ating for a film engagement. 
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TWO MANY CONTRACTS 


Dancer Jerry Tapps Involved With 
2 Philly Bookers On Dates 





| 
| 





Philadelphia, June 30. 

A penchant for signing contracts 
got Jerry Tapps, sepia hoofer, in a 
jam last week with State authorities. 

Tapps had inked an ‘exclusive’ 
booking contract for two years with 
Tony Phillips, local booker, who set 
Tapps inio the Club Bali. But at 
the same time the dancer had signed 
a termer with Jolly Joyce, who had 
a deal set for a Detroit nitery for 
Tapps, also for last week. 

When Tapps refused to honor 
Joyce’s contract, the pudgy booker 
complained to Anthony C, Sharkey, 
enforcement agent in charge for the 
State Department of Labor and In- 
dustry. Sharkey decreed that Tapps 
may finish out his week at the Bali 
Saturday (27), but would have to 
honor his Detroit engagement for 
the coming week. 


Niteries Particularly 
Socked By Dimout In 
Pitt; All Show Biz Off 


Pittsburgh, June 30. 

Dusk-to-dawn dimout, including 
total blackout for half hour, last 
Thursday night (25) murdered show 
biz all over town, with niteries es- 
pecially taking it on the chin. In 
theatres, after-dark trade was down 
to practically nothing, with hardly 
enough take to pay off the help. 

Cafes, though, really went for the 
bundle, Although all of them took 
out extra newspaper space to tell 
the public there would be business 
as usual, they could have saved their 
coin for what came in wasn’t enough 
to write off the advertising charges. 
By actual count, there weren’t more 
than 100 ringsiders spread among 
the six leading hot spots and bars 
of the Golden Triangle. 























can be appreciated in the smart 
of ten lovelies.” 
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without seams showing. A nea 
Hurricane fare; the best and m« 
a long time.” 

“The Hurricane has built a co 


here from Hollywood. 
that is refreshing.” 
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“The Hurricane has changed p 
first time in a year and the swite 


advanced variety.” 
“Harry Puck is new in charge 
line of ten with routines that 


track. Pace is smooth and fast 
and are extremely effective.” 


HARRY 


319 West 48th 
Circle 








The Free Press 


“In casting his new review Dave Wolper reached into Hollywood 
and brought Harry Puck to New York as his producer, His work 


“Harry Puck came out of the West to lift 
restaurant out of its class B doldrums this week... 
duction that opened last Wednesday night 


has whopped up a smooth revue dish that has variety ‘and color 


For one thing, the club has the best-trained chorus it has ever 
had, thanks no doubt to its new producer, Harry Puck, brought 


back on the main stem after a stay in Hollywood has shown 
considerable imagination in devising this presentation, and he 
can chalk it up as a click Broadway comeback. 

The line of ten in addition to looks, shows the influence of Puck’s 
fine staging in several appearances. The routines are of the more 


Revue at the Hurricane, New York— 


Conceived and Produced by 


ensemble numbers by the chorus 


N. Y. “WORLD-TELEGRAM” 
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the trim pro- 
is also blessed with 
stride that persnickety ringsiders 
which we salute Mr. Puck, who 


t and spry package of fun this 
ist generous the room has had in 
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rking show around Miss Niesen, 


rus numbers show an originality 


N. Y. “EVENING SUN” 


roducers with this show for the 
h is all for the better. Harry Puck 
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Has endowed the 
are excellent and off the beaten 
. Their numbers show originality 


“BILLBOARD” 


of production 
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Street, New York 
6-9100 
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Learning a Lesson 





Detroit, June 30. 

Farewell parties for departing 
serviceman are stfictly ‘tabu 
from here on at the Mayfair 
Club here. 

The reason is that Buddy 
Duray, emcee at the club, an- 
nounced he was winding up be- 
cause he had a call from the 
Navy. Fellow entertainers and 
the boss thought it called for a 
nice sendoff. Tenor Carmine di 
Giovanni thought a parting gift 
was in order and took up a col- 
lection among fellow entertain- 
ers. On top of that, the man- 
ager, Jack Arens, thought it was 
worth a bigger sendoff and set 
up bottles of Scotch for the fare- 
well party. 

There was considerable sur- 
prise the next day when the 
well-wishers picked up the 
newspapers and learned that 
Duray, who had been in the 
Mayfair on an optional contract 
to stay as long as he pleased, 
was being advertised to headline 
at the Teddy Bear Club as ‘De- 
troit’s wackiest m.c.’ 








QUITS ABBOTT DANCERS | 
TO JOIN BILLY REVEL 





Chicago, June 30. 

Beverly Allen, appearing with the 
Abbott Dancers at the Empire Room 
of the Palmer House, leaves to join 
Billy Revel. Pair will go under part- 
nership of Revel and Allen, a comedy 
dance duo. 

Revel and Allen break in at 
Shreveport, La., and then jump to 
Dallas. 





Jersey Resort Squawks — 
On Fuel ‘Discrimination’ 


Philadelphia, June 30. 


The City of Wildwood, N. J., 
which, along with the rest of the 
seashore resort towns, has been hit 
by gas rationing, dimouts, sub 
scares, etc., last week complained 
to Director of Transportation Frank 
Eastman that it was being discrimi- 
nated against. 

W. Cortright Smith, director of 
in a letter to Eastman 
pointed out that the Wilson Line’s 
Showboat, a cruising night club on 
the Delaware River, was able to get 
plenty of fuel, while excursions to 
the South Jersey resort were cur- 
tailed. 

Smith warned that a ‘collapse of 
the resort industry’ was imminent 
unless some relief was obtained. 

‘There’s plenty of train service to 
racetracks,’ he said. ‘We must live, 
too!’ 








| 
|Hotel’s Name Weekenders 


Lake Champlain hotel, Lake 
Champlain, N. Y., resumes name 
talent bookings July 4 when Sheila 
Barrett opens the new season, 
Georgie Price comes in next week- 
end, with Jane Pickens following. 

Jack Bertell, Music Corp. of Amer- 
ica, is handling the bookings. Edgar 
Gilbert operates the hostelry, 


Saranac Lake. 











By Happy Benway 





| Saranac, N. Y., June 30. 


| Donald C. Ramey, who saw a mess 
of on and off routine here, now sta- 
tioned at Pine Camp, N. Y., with 
| Uncle Sam.“ 

_ Harry (Stuart &) Martin, after do- 
ing a two-year routine, got his O.K. 
papers and left for Hollywood. 

Mrs. J. C. Flippen up from the 
Big Town to bedside Marthea 
Merryfield at the Will Rogers. The 
ex-dancer, formerly at the Miami 
Latin Quarter, is m-king a nice 
comeback. 

The passing of George R. Guy, of 
the famous Guy Bros, Minstrels, hit 
this writer in a very soft spot. He 
gave us our first start in minstrelsy 
42 years ago. 

Patricia Mitchell to New York for 
a two-week vacash from the sana- 
to.ium. 

Fred Doringer, ex-minstrelman 
and ex-West Virginia State legisla- 
tor, greets this colony with a ‘if 
there is anything I can do to further 
the welfare of the gang, c..ll on me.’ 

Four of the town’s leading night 
spots failed to open. Gas rationing 
the cause. 

(Write to those who are ill.) 





Dorothy Davis is new vocalist with 
Henry Senne’s orchestra, added dur- 
ing the band’s recent stay at the 
E] Dorado Room, Commodore Perry 








hotel, Toledo. 


Inside Vaudeville—Nitery 





After noting the demand for tickets for the second night of ‘Laugh 
Town, Laugh,’ Ed Wynn's vaudeville show, brokers descended upon the 
boxoffice of the Alvin, N, Y., last week and sought as many tickets as it 
was possible to allot them. Attendance jumped to standee proportions 
and the vauder was established among the musical legit leaders oy. 
Broadway. 

Ticket code, to which it is necessary for the agency men to subscribe 
does not cover vaudeville and therefore the brokers are not bound to 
adhere to the 75c maximum overcharge. However, there is“a state law 
which also establishes such a limit, but because of long-pending legal 
proceedings the matter of its enforcement by the License Commissioner's 
office is rather lax, Brokers are seeking a writ restraining Commissioner 
Paul Moss and Police Commissioner Lewis J. Valentine from enforcing 
the statute on the grounds that it is not constitutional. 

Another curiosity in the status of ‘Laugh,’ as with ‘Priorities’ at the 46th 
Street, is that the Sunday law does not apply. The vaudeville outfits are 
on a seven-day basis. Law requires a 24-hour rest period each week for 
legiters and such shows playing Sundays usually lay off Mondays. That 
provision of the Sunday law is regarded as discriminatory. 


on 





Equity and its chftus branch decided ta make further investments in 
War Bonds, former to buy $100,000 worth and the latter to take $62,000 
or approximately 50% of each organization’s cash reserve. Actually 
Equity will invest $80,000 and, after a 10-year period, the bonds will 
be worth $100,000, the same proportion applying to Chorus Equity’s pur- 
chase. During the initial drive to sell federal securities, then known as 
Defense Bonds, both actors’ organizations made investments, but their 
new deals are considerably higher than the original purchases. 

Equity is the most financially solid of the talent unions, with the chorus 
branch a runner-up, although the treasury of the Screen Actors’ Guild is 
also regarded to be in excellent condition. As of March 31 last, Equity 
had $179,172 of its own cash on bank deposit, with the chorus end having 
$126,000. 





Wartime problem which the patriotic niteries, however, seem to be 
bearing cheerfully, is the strong influx of servicemen, especially on week- 
ends, but with a minimum of spending. Since the men in service just 
haven’t got it, they sit around with one drink, especially where floor 
shows obtain. The civilian turnaways, of course, represent a much higher 
per-person average, but there’s nothing the bistros can or want to do 
about jt. As result, too often the numerical turnout is greatly deceptive 
in relation to the actual spending strength, 





Alf T. Wilton, for 20 years with the Keith vaudeville office, continues 
to carry on as a booker of talent, but now is devoting his time at the 
age of 68 to club and social affairs for such companies as the Prudential 
Insurance Co., Bell Telephone, etc. Wilton claims that George M. Cohan 
wrote his first song for the team of Wilton and Nelson, singing and talk- 
ing act, of which Wilton was part, early in his theatrical career. The 
song was called ‘Said Ruth Cleveland to Baby McKee,’ and Wilton says 
Cohan was only about 10 years old at the time. , 





° e Ji y G » who h i 
Cuffo Nitery Hurts in St. L.|ovn'bana, is now playing with Leon. 


ard Seal’s orchestra at Nebiolo’s, 
Detroit. 


ince RnEEEeiennee —_ 


PHIL 
REGAN 


Personal Representative! 


FRANK VINCENT 
Beverly Hills, Calif, 


St. Louis, June 30. 

Local niteries are encountering 
stiff opposish since the newly formed 
Club MacArthur has been opened 
in the quarters of the Downtown 
Y. M. C. A. Bob Williams’ 10-piece 
band and Margaret Becker, radio 
songbird, were among the entertain- 
ers who performed for service men 
who are cuffo guests at the club. 
Club operates from 10 p.m. to 4 a.m. 
and was organized to provide addi- 
tional recreation for service men 
and war workers who have an op- 
portunity to come to this burg on 
leaves, 

Idea sprang among members of 
the Parks & Playground Assn, Club, 
operates twice weekly, and ‘hard’ 























drinks are nixed. 
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Carl Denny Named AGVA Exec Sec 
In Detroit, Ending Long Bickering 


Detroit, June 30. 

Winding up two years of bicker- 
ing which finally saw both the sus- 
pension of the executive secretgry 
and the executive board, Carl Den- 
nis, dean of emcees here and known 
professionally as Carl Denny, has 
been named the new executive sec- 
retary of the American Guild of Va- 
riety Artists. 

He replaces Les Golden, whose 
resignation was forced a month ago 
when the national organization 
stepped in to clarify the long feud- 
ing between Golden and the execu- 
tive board. In the interim the re- 
instated board had been conducting 
the affairs of the Detroit local. The 
new choice fits in with the policy 
of the board. 

George Stella, AGVA president, is 
planning a benefit show by the or- 
ganization for Billy Meagher, nitery 
performer, who is recovering in 
Grace Hospital from a automobile 
accident. 


Wilby’s Eatery 


Harry Wilby, wlto was Harry 
Smith of the singing, wop-comedy 
team of Smith and Sherr, has 
opened a restaurant and bar on the 
upper west side in New York. 

An oldtimer in vaudeville, Wilby 
started out in 1909 doing a singing 
stint from a box in the Lincoln Sq. 
theatre, N. Y., for Loew’s, as a part 
of the regular show. 

The act of which he was a mem- 
be. opened the Ackerman & Harris 
time when it began with three 
towns in 19%, Seattle, Tacoma and 
Portland, Ore. 














WASHINGTON ICE ARENA 
TURNS BEER GARDEN 


Washington, June 30. 

: Uline’s ice arena will be trans- 
ferred from a sports spot to an in- 
door beer garden on July 10. Un- 
certainty over future of ice hockey 
due to curb on travel, the failure of 
boxing to attract in Washington and 
the recent fiopperoy of the ‘Roller 
Follies’ were factors in the switch 
from sports to suds. 

Uline’s hasn’t seen a fight pro- 
g-7am_ since last December, the 
wrestling promoters have failed to 
make it pay, and only the ‘Ice 
Follies’ managed to click during the 
past season. Uline’s biggest night 
wes the Presidert’s Birthday Ball 
celebration, when 22 Hollywood 
stars, Johnny Long’s band and Mrs. 
Franklin D. Roosevelt managed to 
pack the place. 

Beer garden will have a 35c ad- 
mission with lager on sale at the 
usual] juke joint scale. No hard 
liquors. Local ‘»ands will be used in- 
stead of touring name groups. 








Harry Martin Leaves 


Saranac San for Coast 


Harry (Stuart &) Martin left the 
Will Rogers Memorial hospital at 
Saranac Lake last week after a 
couple of years at that san. 

Martin immediately hied to the 
Coast, where he'll continue to con- 
valesce. 
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“YOU WERE NEVER LOVELIER” 


a Columbia Picture with 
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Victor and Columbia Recording Artist 


CATOKILL DATES 


Performers Claim Booker’s 
‘Wonderful’ Resort Only 
Serves As Advantage for 
Him and Hotels —Gripe 
About Meals, Sleeping 
Conditions, Etc. 





- 


SHUTTLING SYSTEM 





If you should ask an actor about 
Charlie Rapp’s ‘wonderful’ Catskill 
Mountain circuit within a circuit it 
would be revealed it’s sour borscht 
after all. Although Rapp’s Farms, 
housing whole troupes available for 
spot-booked dates in the mountain 
hotels, has not gotten fully under- 
way, complaints from performers are 
already beginning to pour in. 

Rapp has barely been able to hang 
all the curtains in the three farms 
he’s leased around Swan Lake, but 
he’s getting more knocks than a 
speakeasy’s door. It seems his idea 
was great, but, according to per- 
formers, it’s strictly so for himself 
and the resorts. 

The actors don’t see any advan- 
tages to themselves—not unless one 
can call ‘advantageous’ such items as 
cut salaries, sleeping on cots, ‘bicy- 
cling’ in bouncey station wagons be- 
tween three and four hotels of a 
Saturday and Sunday. There’s also 
the small item of food; all Rapp 
serves, they say, is breakfast on the 
weekend mornings, with the actors 
having to look to the hotels they 
work at for the rest of their meals. 
But in the rush to make shows at 
the various hostelries, it seems there 
isn’t much time to eat the hotel 
meals. 

Rapp’s Idea 

Rapp’s whole idea was to make 

things mere 


SPs ins 


convenient for the 
mountain hotels. By housing the ac- 
tors himself, he sidetracked the for- 
mer custom of hotels providing 
rooms plus transportation plus meals 
to performers they booked on week- 
ends. Also, by shuttling troupes be- 
| tween two, three and four hotels on 
| Saturday and Sunday, Rapp is able 
|to furnish shows to the hotels at 
cheaper rates, but the rub is that 
| (Continued on page 49) 


SALTZMAN, BERMAN 
TEAM FOR 2-A-DAY 


Harry Saltzman, 











once producer 


j at the ABC, Paris, and lately booker | 


| for Clifford C. Fischer’s two-a-day 
; vauders in N. Y., has left the latter 
j}and, in association with A. L. Ber- 
|man, will present his own two-a-day 
| varieties in N. Y. Theatre isn’t set, 
|but the opening is scheduled for 
| mid-August. 
Berman is an attorney 


tion with B. G. DeSylva. 


A new corporation, ABC Produc- | 


tions, Inc., has been set up for the 
Saltzman-Berman two-a-day  ven- 
ture, 

Williams Trio Back 

In Wynn Vaude Show 
| The Hermanos Williams Trio, out 
| for a few days, went back into Ed 
Wynn’s ‘Laugh, Town, Laugh,’ 
straight vaude show at the Alvin, 
N. Y. Their original replacement, 
|The DiGatanos, remain with the 
|show, however. ? 
Out instead is Hector and His Pals, 
| dog act, with the Ken Davidson-Hugh 
| Forgie badminton turn now closing 
the show. 





| Joins the Parade 

| Atiantic City, June 30. 
Dennis hotel, one of most con- 

| servative hotels here, and the last 

| remaining dry spots on the Board- 

| walk, took out a liquor license Wed- 

nesday (25) and will open a cocktail 




















lounge July 15 


w.k. in | 


1 1 | 
legit circles, notably via his associa- | 
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WILL HARRIS ADDED 
TO CHI MORRIS AGCY. 


Chicago, June 30. 

Will J. Harris has been added to 
the staff of the William Morris 
agency here. 

Harris, veteran vaude producer, 
will be booker in the Morris office’s 
private entertainment division. Har- 
ris was for 11 years on the produc- 
tion staff of Balaban & Katz. 

With Jack Kalcheim leaving to 
join the Army next week, his place 
in the general booking division of 
the local William Morris agency will 
be taken over by Sid Harris, vet- 
eran trade paper man. Kalcheim had 
been with the Morris office for the 
past four years. 


Mother Kelly to Open 
Nitery on Broadway 











Operators of Mother Kelly’s, 
Miami nitery now taken over by the 
U. S. Army, are opening the former 
Beachcomber on Broadway, Satur- 
day (4). It will also be called 
Mother Kelly’s and the show geared 
strictly for laughs. Diamond 
Brothers (3) and Cully Richards will 
top the production. 


The Miami nitery was taken over 
some months ago as a schoolroom 
for servicemen in training at Florida 
resort. 


vv 





TALENT BEEF aN Tommy Dorsey Plays Vs. Himself 
In Pitt, Result of Pic-Stage Booking 


Pittsburgh, une 30. 

Stanley, WB deluxer, and Penn, 
the Loew house hc~e, which oper- 
ate under a pooling agreement, 
rubbed their eycs last week to dis- 
cover that they had Tommy Dorsey 
all set to play against himself -here 
beginning Friday (3). Came about 
as a result of ‘Reap the Wild Wind’ 
holding for a second s*s_ion at the 
latter house. 

Set to follow it :ast Thursday (25) 
was ‘Ship Ahoy,’ in which Dorsey’s 
band is featured, with WB-Loew 
execs figuring pictt e would be a 
great trailer fer Dorse:’s p.a, on the 
Stanley stage th: fc'lowing week. 
However, big biz for ‘Reap’ pushed 
‘Ship’ back and as a result shoved 
Dorsey into direct competiticn with 
himself. 


As a resuit, Penn had to book in 
another film hastily to replace the 
Metro musical next week. ‘Juke 
Girl’ got the call, with ‘Ship’ follow- 
ing it. At that, Dorsey will be 
against himself fox one day since 
his in-person engagem2nt won't end 
at Stanley until July 9, same time 
his picture opens at the Penn. 





Wongs ‘Suspicisus’? 





Springfield, Mess., June 30. 

Pair of overzealous Springfield 
cops this week gave the ‘Who are 
you and where’d you come from?’ 
routine to a couple of ‘suspicious’ 
looking Orientals. 

Embarrassment was cleared when 
the Wong (Chinese) troupe ex- 
plained they were tumbling at the 
Court Square theatre. 
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Ken Murray-Billy Gilbert 2-a-Dayer 


Stars Bankrolling 





Falters in L. A; 


» ¢ 


Hollywood, June 24. 
‘Blackouts of 1942,’ two-a-day vaudeville 
resented by Ken Murray and Billy Gil- 
ert, with Ken Murray, Billy Gilbert, 
Marie Wilson, Nicholas Bros., Connie Rus- 
sell, Gene Austin with Candy and Coko, 
Roy Davis, Betty Atkinson, Park & Clif- 
ford, Helene Gardner Foursome, Helen 
Charleston, Vivian Marshall, Romer Twins, 


Ken Stevens and ensemble of 10; opened 
June 24, '42, at El Capitan, Hollywood; 
$1.65 top. 





This is the best answer as to what 
happened to vaude. Throwing to- 
gether a few vaude acts, blackouts, 
an m.c. who’s all over the stage 
throughout the show and 10 gals in 
the line isn’t worth the $1.65 that 
Ken Murray and Billy Gilbert are 
asking for this jointly produced 
show. What they possibly have is 
a unit that could travel in areas 
where theirs and Marie Wilson's 
names have some boxoffice signifi- 
cance. A comparison with the two- 
a-day bill (George Jessel-Jack Ha- 
ley) at the Biltmore currently re- 
veals that ‘Blackouts’ doesn’t match 
it both in material, quality or mone- 
tary values. . 

Murray & Gilbert are footing the 
bill, with house, which has five-way 
partnership, getting its rental in 
percentage. Gilbert made it known 
that he was the main coin base for 
the unit. Outside of what Murray 
& Gilbert would charge for their 
own services, it doesn’t seem as if 
the performer salaries exceed $2,000. 
With music, stagehands, advertising, 
etc., nut would hit another $1,800. 

Murray, of course, is the big mo- 
ment of the enterprise; he is here, 
there and everywhere with his gags, 
dances, songs and cut-ins on other 
entertainers; as well as functioning 
in the blackouts. Marie Wilson is 
a relief m.c., doing her dumbdame 
routine, displaying her neat form in 
various costumes, doing a strip tease 
number and serving as good foil for 
Murray. Gilbert, the other of the 
top trio, does his sneeze, a song, 
and couple of blackout bits, includ- 
ing his chef skit. 

The blackouts are fraditional for 
burley houses, revues, etce., dug 
from the archives and not modern- 
ized, brightened sufficiently or pre- 
sented well enough. 

There are a trio of standard vaude 
acts in the setup who, despite the 
show routining on opening night, 
clicked exceptionally. Nicholas 
Brothers, of course, are standout of 
this contingent; with Lane & Clif- 
ford, hand-to-hand gymnasts, and 
Gene Austin, aided by Candy and 
Coko, with songs from the Austin 
album, do exceedingly well. An 
adagio team, Helene Gardner Four- 
some, three men and a girl, come 
through nicely as do Connie Rus- 
sell, Vivian Marshall and Ken Ste- 
vens on vocals. The Marshall gal 
has just one number. ‘Caro Nome,’ 
superbly rendered. She should be 
routined for encores as the gal has 
plenty as a mimic as well as chan- 
teuse. Romer Twins are couple of 
cuties who hoof; Betty Atkinson 
tosses a baton and Roy Davis, mimic, 
does facial expressions that accom- 
pany discs. It’s a novel and like- 
able bit. Ung. 


FOX, DETROIT 


Detroit, June 26. 


Benny Goodman Orch with Peggy 
Lee, Dick Haymes, Mel Powell, Am- 








bassadorettes (3}, Harry Reso; ‘It 
Happened in Flatbush’ (20th). 
In making its return to stage 


shows after nearly two years of 
solid picture bills, the Fox has an 
ace in Goodman’s band, which has 
not played these parts too fre- 
quently. The show is practically 
straight band with only two acts, 
the acrobatic Ambassadorettes and 
Harry Reso, with the unhinged car- 
cass, dropped in to break up -the 
Straight flow of music which Good- 
man still is dishing up with a beat 
that brings the pork-pie and saddle- 
shoe brigade swinging in the aisles. 

While the Goodman band may 
have lost some of its top instru- 
mentalists since the last time around, 
the flashy Mel Powell at the piano, 
the maestro himself and the general 
sound workmanship of the band 
don’t make any decline detectable 
to the satisfied audiences here. From 
the theme, into the lively ‘String 
of Pearls’, followed by ‘The Earl’, 
in which young Powell takes over 
at the piano, it’s 2a cinch. 

House was polite to the Ambas- 
sadorettes, who follow with their 
acrobatic turns climaxed by an elas- 
tic rope-skipping affair, but obvi- 
ously was there for such Goodman 
stuff as ‘Jersey Bounce’, vocalist 
Peggy Lee in a quartet of numbers 
and such typical band tunes as ‘One 
O’Clock Jump.’ Miss Lee seems at 
her best in the more rollicking num- 
bers as she drawls through ‘Baby, 
All I Need Is You’, ‘My Little 
Cousin,’ ‘We Met Before’ and ‘Some- 
body Else’ and from a stage stand- 
point she could so with a little more 
animation rather than her method 
of deadpanning tunes. 

Reso, whose pantomimcry is sound 
but leaves the jitterbugs uncertain 
whether he’s aping their own pe- 
culiar style of dancing, deserves 


more attention than he gets. The 
band beats it up to a hot climax, 
coming up with Dick Haymes doing 
a fine job on ‘Tangerine,’ ‘One Dozen 
Roses’, ‘Melancholy Baby’ and ‘Em- 
braceable You,’ Goodman taking off 
with a fine clarinet cadenza in ‘Sing, 
Sing, Sing’ to wind up the 53-min- 
ute show, with the heavily young 
crowd still yelling for more. 
House was packed at the evening 
show and will make another stage- 
show revival July 17, when Kay 
Kyser’s orchestra comes in. Pool. 


APOLLO, N. Y. 


Erskine Hawkins Orch with Ida 
James, Jimmy Mitchell, Avery 
Parrish; Pete Nugent, Dee Lloyd 
McKaye, Jesse Cryor, Kit Kats (4), 
Jimmie Baskette & Pigmeat; ‘Secrets 
of Lone Wolf’ (Col). 








Hawkins orch, which was in 
this house not so long ago, has 
changed routine somewhat, but re- 
mains the same sock colored musical 
aggregation. 

Avery Parrish, featured at the 
piano, has been trimmed down con- 
siderably on running time for his 
nifty blues ‘nocturne,’ and is now 
held back for the climax with a 
briefer, but equally potent interlude. 
Ida James, essaying baby-talk melo- 
dies, doesn’t impress overly with her 
first, ‘I Remember You,’ but clicks 
with a cute number titled ‘Baby 
Knock Me a Kiss,’ Jimmy Mitchell, 
also with the band, vocals ‘Don’t 
Cry, Baby,’ which he authored and 
recenily recorded; for okay returns. 
Hawkins orchestrations throughout 
are outstanding, his jive session top- 
ping everything. Built up around 
the band, stage lineup also includes 
the Kit Kats, topnotch mixed danc- 
ing quartet; Jesse Cryor, singer, who 
nearly stopped the show with nov- 
elty versions of ‘Travellin’ All 
Alone,’ ‘My Blue Heaven’ and ‘Boot 
Black Boy’; Pete Nugent, conven- 
tional tap dancer; Dee Lloyd Mc- 
Kaye (New Acts), eccentric song- 
stress. Jimmie Baskette and Pig- 
meat appear in a mild comedy skit, 
two excellent comedians unable to 
overcome handicap of dull material. 
Mori. 


TOWER, K. C. 


Kansas City, June 27. 
Chico Marx Orch (14) with Elisse 
Cooper, Bobby Clark, Ziggy Lane; 
Paul Winchell, Toy & Wing; ‘Butch 
Minds Baby’ (U). 








Since 1929, when the Marx broth- 
ers played Kansas City in ‘The Co- 
coanuts,’ not a sign of any of them 
has been seen here in the flesh. Now 
Chico is back in the entirely differ- 
ent setting of vaude, and, with the 
long buildup from film work, is be- 
ing well remembered. Patronage is 
drawing and house is in for one of 
its better weeks. With the drawing 
power of Marx, house temporarily 
returns to single features from the 
duals-with-vaude of the last four 
weeks. 

As a stage show the Marx troupe 
opens rather mildly but sock the last 
half over solidly. Band itself is full 
and heavy with an instrumentation 
of five reeds, six brass (three trum- 
pets, three trombones) and three 
rhythm). On some selections it’s 
too heavy. On some later numbers 
it tones down somewhat more in 
keeping with the sweet and swingy 
trend that seems to be replacing 
jive. 

Band features ‘One Dozen Roses’ 
and ‘Jersey Bounce,’ loud and heavy, 
plus a swing version of ‘Pagliacci’ 
that’s more soothing. Special vocal- 
ing is handled by Elisse Cooper with 
‘I Dood It’ and ‘Don’t Sit Under the 
Apple Tree’ and Ziggy Lane on a 
trio of pops. Lane classes as a good 
singer when he warbles ‘Always in 
My Heart,’ but has less appeal in 
crooning ‘This Love of Mine’ and 
‘Johnny Doughboy,’ which he drags 
out even beyond an originally slow 
tempo. Bobby Clark is also fea- 
tured on vocal and trumpet. 

In the latter half of the 56 minutes 
Marx, as m.c., begins to cat out spe- 
cialty acts which materially lifts the 
show. Paul Winchell, here couple of 
years ago as a mimic, is back now 
with a ventriloquist’s dummy, inter- 
mixing his impersonations with a 
good line of comedy from the stooge. 
Toy and Wing, Orientais, long- 
standard dancing act not seen here 
in years, are easily acceptable with 
their modern terping, jitterbug jive, 
= Miss Toy’s modern toe special- 

es. 

Real sock of the show is Chico’s 
10 minutes in closing. His pianoing 
is what the patrons awaited, and he 
didn’t disappoint as he fingered cou- 
ple of songs from Marx Brothers 
film clicks, showed his by-now rec- 
ognized plunking and wound up 





with a medley of pop requests. 


Quin. 


PARAMOUNT, N. Y. 


Vaughn Monroe Orch (16), with 
Marilyn Duke, Ziggy Talent, Bobby 
Nichols, Four V’s, Four M’s; The 
Oxfords (3), Lyda Sue, Eddie Garr; 
‘Beyond the Blue Horizon’ reviewed 
in ‘Variety,’ May 6, °42. 








This is Vaughn Monroe’s second 
date at the Paramount and his much- 
improved band and accompanying 
acts add up to just a fair, unexciting 
show because of poor band pacing 
and the lack of punch in Eddie 
Garr’s finale. One of its faults is 
that Monroe leans too heavily on the 
efforts of the band, which fills be- 
tween-act spots with undistinguished 
jive tunes, while the leader confines 
himself to only a trio of vocals just 
before Garr’s turn. 

Monroe's combination of four trum- 
pets (five with leader’s occasional 
blowing), three trombones, five sax, 
four rhythm has come far musically 
since last heard, but Monroe’s voice 
is still its main attraction and his 
failure to project himself on earlier 
occasions is noticeable. One cus- 
tomer chirped, ‘How about a song, 
Vaughn,’ after 45 minutes had passed 
without him doing one. 

Since Monroe’s band does not use 
many instrumentals, and the ones 
it does are not exceptional, it’s un- 
doubtedly difficult therefore to pace 
a show without his voice. Of three 
or four tunes used to fill in none but 
‘Jersey Bounce’ meant anything to 
this audience. All are played well 
by the combination. It’s only weak- 
ness is a rhythm section that doesn’t 
equal the efforts of the brass and 
saxes, 

On vocal showmanship, however, 
the band has the goods. Ziggy 
Talent’s novelties click solidly to out- 
distance the others. He does his 
recorded ‘Sam, You Made the Pants 
Tco Long’ and an amusing ‘Ants In 
My Pants.’ Marilyn Duke works on 
‘Apple Tree,’ the faded ‘I Don’t Want 
To Walk Without You,’ and with the 
Four V’s, male quartet, on ‘One 
Dozen Roses.’ Four M’s, recently 
added femme group (LeAhn Sisters), 
do one tune (‘Jingle Jangle’) and 
show promise of good things to come. 
They also background Monroe on 
‘Tangerine. Best bit of song pro- 
duction utilizes the entire outfit as a 
choir, doing ‘Shrine of St. Cecelia.’ 
It’s swell. Monroe then finishes with 
his ‘Pagliacci’ aria, a neat offering 
and solidly appreciated. 

First outside act to show is the 
Oxford trio, a group of youthful 
vocal imitators who reaped the best 
reaction from a full house. With 
only guitar accompaniment by one, 
they ape the trademarks of various 
bands, Henry Busse’s trumpet, Kay 
Kyser’s singing trombone, Clyde 
McCoy’s ‘Sugar Blues,’ etc. Midway 
there are takeoffs on various widely 
known radio programs. It all adds 
up to a very likable turn. 

Lyda Sue is on and off quickly, but 
she leaves an extremely good im- 
pression. She runs through her ef- 
fortless-appearing acrobatic and toe 


routines smoothly, doing full and 
half flips, etc. Audience liked her 
immensely. 


Eddie Garr’s a _ disappointment. 
For 10 minutes or more he tosses 
gags that make little impression. It 
isn’t until he reaches his standard 
drunk act that he arouses any in- 
terest. His imitation of Jimmy 
Durante as a finale is also a bit weak. 
He needs material badly. Wood. 








HIPP, BALTO 


Baltimore, June 28. 
Billy House with Bobby Jarvis, 
Ross Wyse, Jr., & June Mann, Ben 
Yost’s Mimic Men (4), Al Gordon’s 
Racketeers, Arnaut Bros. & Nellie 
(5), Felice Iula House Orch (12); 
‘Sweetheart of the Fleet’ (Col.). 








There’s the makings here of some 
of that vaudeville revival they’re 
talking about. Of modest propor- 
tions as far as high-priced names are 
concerned, there is nevertheless po- 
tent entertainment and ample quan- 


| tity. 


Billy House, who seemingly would 
give his right arm for a laugh, mar- 
shals the works besides holding 
down a spot of his own with Bobby 
Jarvis. 

Opening niche is allotted to Al 
Gordon’s Racketeers, a conglomera- 
tion of pooches who are smartly 
timed for considerable laughter. 
Closing stunt of hopping on and off 
a treadmill is a socko clincher. 
Makes good spot-setter for Ben 
Yost’s Mimic Men in the deuce. 
Quartet gives out with potnouri of 
impressions and throws in the usual 
college a Socks out a strong 
interlude and holds pace strongly. It 
might not be a bad idea if these 
uniformed outfits changed over to 
mufti for the duration. Those smart- 
looking Hussars rub a little on the 
negative side with so much. khaki 
and navy blue in the audience. 

Ross Wyse, Jr., and June Mann gag 
briefly and punch out some solid 
acro hoofery and knockabout. Gar- 
ner laughs and hang up a decided 
clickeroo. House follows with his 
play rehearsal bit and makes it count 
to the hilt. It is just right where 
spotted and perfect for the Arnaut 
Bros. and Nellie to follow with their 
violin stuff and lovebird impressions. 
Act is a topflight standard and rep- 





resents variety at its best. 


plenty of response on the trick fid- 
dling and hangs up a beliringer with 
the bird flirtation and tricky chirp- 
ing. A perfect clincher, impossible 
to follow with anything but House’s 
serious short closing poem for a final 
curtain. 
Biz good. 


MUSIC HALL, A. C. 


(STEEL PIER) 


Burm. 





Atlantic City, June 30. 


Ink Spots, George Choos Revue, 
Helene Denizon, Four Senoritas, 
Sterner Sisters, Una Cooper, 
Catherine Harris, Gaudsmith 
Brothers, The Ghezzis, Monroe 
Brothers, Dick Dana, Charles Kem- 
per, Harry Savoy, George Haggerty, 
Ben Yost Singers (9), Music Hall 
Orch (11); ‘Henry and Dizzy’ (Par). 





Here is a show with plenty of 
uantity and quality to inaugurate 
the new policy of Music Hall on 
Steel Pier. The Hall, formerly one 
of the many attractions for one price, 
is now run separately as a vaude hall 
with its own admission. Toll is 85c 
for weekends and 60c for weekdays, 
but customers receive full value at 
this showing. 

Ink Spots and George Choos Revue 
top a big bill with plenty of singing, 
dancing and variety. Ink Spots open 
with ‘Josephine,’ followed by ‘Apple 
Tree’ and ‘Do I Worry,’ but their 
encore, ‘This Is Worth Fighting For,’ 
is their best done. 

Revue is an entertaining show in 
itself with Helen Denizon’s bird, fire 
and Spanish dances and dancing by 
the Sterner Sisters in good style. 
With this unit are the Four Senoritas 
who please with their harmonizing 
vocals. Una Cooper’s acrobatic 
dancing and Catherine Harris’ toe 
tapping are well executed. 

Dick Dana returns as emcee for 
Modern Minstrels, now an institu- 
tion with Music Hall. Dana also 
plays straight for comedy of Charles 
Kemper, Harry Savoy, and George 
Haggerty, also familiar here. Mark- 
ing another homecoming is the ap- 
pearance of the Ben Yost Singers. 
They vocal ‘Hi Neighbors’ and a 
medley of army, navy and marine 
songs. These lusty singers with nine 
voices, however, are almost drowned 
out in service songs by heavy brasses 
in house band. 

The Ghezzis in a clever balancing 
turn, the Gaudsmith brothers with 
their Dogs and the Monroe freres in 
their comedy acrobatics also work 
smoothly. Carter. 


EMBASSY, N. Y. 


(NEWSREELS) 





Brief shots of the Midway Island 
battle, taken from a Navy plane, 
and interviews with U. S. Air Force 
pilots in the same fight, highlight 
new programs at this house. Other- 
wise, newsreel material largely cov- 
ers the home front and focuses on 
U. S. war production activity. Scar- 
city of live news is indicated by the 
four shorts needed to fill out the 
program. 

Movietone credits Al Brick with 
getting the Midway material but all 
the reels actually had it, being re- 
leased via the Navy. Gives only a 
rough idea of the immensity of the 
plane-versus ship battle, being al- 
most entirely photographed from the 
naval plane. Interviews with the 
aviators are surprisingly void, likely 
because the questions were not well 
chosen, 

News of Day story of the largest 
A.E.F. convoy landing in Ireland is 
comprehensive. Paramount’ also 
treats the Libya situation, obviously 
using library shots. 

Paramount registers solidly with 
exciting Commando clips, careful 
coverage of A.E.F. own newspaper, 
anniversary of Russia’s fight against 
the Nazis and Annapolis graduation. 
Par also gives a vivid closeup of 
Malta during an actual air-raid. Same 
newsreel’s treatment of the costly 
warehouse blaze in N. Y. is also ex- 
tensive. 

Universal tells of lease-lend sup- 
plies arriving in Russia. Pathe han- 
dles the rubber-collection story nice- 
ly as well as General Douglas Mac- 
Arthur attending the funeral of a 
U. S. hero in Australia. Mass pro- 
duction of jeeps, new planes turned 
out in U. S. and General MacArthur 
hailed Down Under are Movietone 
contributions. Universal has pic- 
tures of Dutch Harbor wounded be- 
ing landed on Coast and story of 
Jap shelling of Oregon, coast. 

Jack Dempsey to Coast Guards 
(Par), Hale-America golf tourney 
(N. of D.) and summer skiing in 
mountains (Movietone) also are out- 
standing. 

‘How to Spend Your Spare Time 
in the Army’ (Col) gains the most 
attention of surrounding shorts line- 
up because of laughter generated. 
Tex McCrary continues his campaign 
to show the lat illy Mitchell was 
right about aviation, while H. V. 
Kaltenborn is far better than usual. 
He also awards a war bond to the 
person submitting the one-millionth 
question to him. ‘This Is Your War,’ 
Victory song short produced by 
General Motors, is something of a 
novelty in procession of wartime 
subjects, tune based on shorts’ title 





Gets / itself being catchy. 


Wear. 


STATE, N. Y. 


Milton Berle, Jansleys (4), Mary 
ee ee gues, Den Yost Vik- 
ings ; Ruby Zwerling’s pit band: 
‘Tortilla Flat’ (M-G). tienes: 








There are four acts supporting 
Milton Berle at the State this week, 
but, in essence, the show is just one 
big Berle-ing point. The comic is 
back at this theatre for his ump- 
teenth engagement, in between pic- 
tures for 20th-Fox, and the manage- 
ment has given him carte blanche 
for his uproarious nonsense. 


Of course, much of Berle’s mate- 
rial seems to have long since be- 
come standard with him, but so, too, 
has his capacity for making an audi- 
ence laugh. And laugh they did 
Thursday night (25) at the last 
show; for approximately an hour of 
the 75-minute running time the 
overflowing audience guffawed at 
Berle’s antics during his intermit- 
tent forays with the other acts. And 
with each rocr he was on his way 
again with another bit Of nonsense. 
" Berle may be overdoing the barg- 
ing into the other acts, but of one 
thing there can be no doubt. The 
elemental purpose of his turn is al- 
ways achieved, and that, of course, 
is in getting laughs, and in these 
times laughs mean boxoffice. 

‘Variety's’ cub column‘st is using 
the foot-balancing Jansley quertet as 
foils. The four acros have worked 
a number of times with him in just 
the type of act that they’re doing 
this week, and when the headliner 
becomes the subject of the four- 
some’s pedal maneuvering it brings 
plenty of laughs. In their straight 
work the Jansleys are still big-time 
vaudeville openers. 


Then there’s Mary Burton, whose 
blonde s.a. provides a strong front 
for Berle in the usual guy-dame ab- 
surdities. As a singer Miss Burton 
can lilt a rhythm tune with most 
ef the present-day femme vocalists, 
at least when Berle isn’t disrupting 
the proceedings with his horseplay 
on stage or in the audience. 

Leonard Sues is the youngster who 
was the hit of Broadway’s recent 
‘Johnny 2 x 4,’ and he proceeds to 
give ’eém a demonstration of trum- 
peting virtuosity that’s right out of 
the top drawer. 

Perhaps Berle’s funniest contri- 
bution, outside of his 15-minute gag 
monolog early in the show, is his 
joining the Ben Yost Vikings, male 
singing sextet, as a ludicrously 
made-up seventh. The Vikings, in 
uniforms of Guardsmen, are the 
heroic type of singers, all with ex- 
cellent voices, but Berle practically 
made a shambles of the place when 
he joined them for several numbers, 
He did the same hoke routine with 
a male octet at the Royal Palm, 
Miami nitery, two seasons ago. 

With the Hedy Lamarr-Spencer 
Tracy-John Garfield names in ‘Tor- 
tilla Flat’ on the screen, and Berle 
headlining the stage, it looks like a 
big week for the State a 

ard, 


CAPITOL, WASH. 


Washington, June 28. 


Jay C. Flippen, Eleanore Whitney, 
Horace MacMahon, Eddie Hanley, 
Jane Pickens, Rhythm Rockets, Art 
Brown, Sam Jack Kaufman House 








Orch with Lynn Allison; ‘This 
Gun for Hire’ (Par). 
This show is sockeroo. Jay C. 


Flippen ties everything together in 
great fashion as m.c., the setup 
blending into an hour that ranks 
among the best the house could 
muster. 

Sam Jack Kaufman’s house orch 
starts things, as usual, with a fine 
overture, this time a medley of Cole 
Porter tunes with songstress Lynn 
Allison doing ‘Beguine,’ and splend- 
idly, too. 

Art Brown has worked up some 
effective bits for his audience-organ 
specialty; one a burlesque of radio 
commercial plugging the theatres 
cooling plant. Has the folks singing 
it with him and he’s having it re- 
corded. As he does a morning show 
on local WOL, he is playing it back 
each morning so the mob can hear 
themselves sing. 

The Rhythm Rockets, along with 
Flippen, start the show proper with 
a clever number utilizing beams of 
light. Horace MacMahon, film gang- 
ster, has some patter of his own, 
some more gags with Fiippen, all 
getting real laughs, and then comes 
Eleanore Whitney, whose singing 
and dancing registered solidly. Be- 
tween Miss Whitney’s numbers Flip- 
pen and MacMahon have another 
laughter-producing gag. 

Eddie Hanley and his burlesque of 
a woman dressing comes next and, as 
always Hanley got plenty of laughter. 
Jane Pickens clicks in three num- 
bers, and her finale, a group of Negro 
spirituals, with the boys in the or- 
chestra harmonizing with her, stop- 
ped the show. ; 

Then Flippen, MacMahon and Miss 
Whitney do a burlesque on air ral 
and fire wardens that gets mor 
laughs, followed by a Flippen. 8: 





monolog, plus his standard singing « 
‘Smali Fry.’ Marg 











tata 





; 
; 
' 
; 
| 














Wednesday, July 1, 1942 


ARI 


HOUSE REVIEWS 


49 





STANLEY, PITT 


Pittsburgh, June 26. 
Shep Fields Orch (13), Ralph Young, 
Rufe Davis, Martez & DeLita, Mc- 
Nallie Sisters (3); ‘Twin Beds’ (UA). 








There are still new ideas, and good 
ones, too, in music. Shep Fields is 
conclusively demonstrating that. His 
brassless, sax-studded band has de- 
veloped from an experiment into an 
institution and should be set for a 
long and prosperous future. It’s the 
second time Fields has brought his 
reorganized outfit to the WB deluxer. 
First visit was several months ago, 
when he was just getting started, 
and the faint traces of monotony that 
were present then have disappeared, 
and Fieldsian melodies now are 
steadily interesting, relaxing and fre- 
quently quite fascinating. 

Although Fields doesn’t neglect the 
current Hit Parades, for his stage 
work he’s specializing in the mod- 
ern versions of the classics, and what 
he does with the Mozart and 
Tschaikowsky larcenies, as well as 
‘The Lost Chord,’ which band plays 
with organ overtones, is next thing 
to pure magic. It’s different without 
being pretentious and heady without 
being too academic. And as a 
change of diet in the deluxe theatres, 
where they’re accustomed these days 
to the jive idiom, it’s precisely what 
the doctor ordered. 

Band, made up of 10 saxes includ- 
ing Fields, drums, piano, guitar and 
bass, starts show off on the nose 
with ‘Somebody Else Is Taking My 
Place’ and then comes Ralph Young, 
orch’s new singer, in ‘Breathless’ and 
‘Tangerine. Young, formerly with 
Les Brown, has replaced Ken Curtis, 
who went into the army last week, 
and he’s a good-looking kid who 
knows how to use his pipes and sell 
the nersonality-plus. For only being 
with the crew a couple of days, he’s 
doing surprisingly well. ; 

Fields next gives ’em a corking 
medley of popular tunes adapted 
from the classics, with some of the 
saxes doubling into flutes for some 
crack effects. Martez and DeLita, 
boy and girl, look like just another 
congarhumba team at the beginning 
and then they switch to some great 
acrobatic stuff, including head to 
head stunts that are show-stoppers, 
all to the Latin-American offbeats. 
It’s a novel presentation and very 
effective, with the gal being more 
than just decorative. Between this 
couple and Rufe Davis, Fields sand- 
wiches a slick arrangement of ‘One 
Dozen Roses’ and Davis, the hillbilly 
screen comic, tears them to pieces, as 
he’s always done around here, with 
his bucolic sound effects department. 
It’s the same turn Davis has been 
bringing to the Stanley for years, but 
apparently no need for him to alter 
it a bit in view of its sock propor- 
tions and enthusiasm with which it 
was received here at getaway. For 
a finale, Fields come up with clever 
compilation of what he calls the his- 
tory of swing in song, from the first 
of the smash jive tunes to the most 
recent of them. 

MecNallie Sisters, doubling from 
Nixon Cafe, were added to the bill 
after the first show. Management 
felt another act would bolster pro- 
ceedings after getting a load of the 
layout as it stood and put in a call 
for the MeNallies. They weren't 
really needed but Stanley apparently 
didn’t feel right with just two outside 
turns when its customary allotment 
is three. 

Biz pretty good despite steady friz- 
zle all morning. Cohen. 


EARLE, WASH. 


Washington, June 28. 
Buster West & Lucille Page, 4 
Macks, Gene Marvey, Joe Lombardi 
House Orch, Roxeyettes (16); ‘Fav- 
orite Blonde’ (Par). 








With ‘My Favorite Blonde’ on the 
screen Harry Anger, producer-man- 
ager of this theatre, has put blonde 
wigs on his 16 Roxeyettes. The re- 
sult is startling as well as creative of 
the much needed word-of-mouth. 

Joe Lombardi’s house orchestra 
gZives the show an excellent start 
with Sousa’s ‘Stars and Stripes For- 
ever, with the 16 newly created 
blondes following and building the 
getoff strongly. 

Lucille Page does her nifty acro- 
batics to big response, then doubles 
with Buster West for a comedy 
routine that won gales of laughter. 

West’s eccentric hoofing also 
clicko., Gene Harvey has a good 
voice, uses it well and with his 
medley of Cohan songs got his de- 
cided share of applause, too. : 

Four skating Macks had the audi- 
ence sitting on the edge of their 
chairs, garnering the show’s major 
reception. Marg. 


EARLE, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, June 27. 
Teddy Powell Orch, (13) with 
Tommy Taylor, Peggy Mann, Val 
Setz, Ross Sisters, Dean Murphy; 
‘Syncopation’ (RKO). 








_ Latest in the parade of new faces 
in the realm of swing to make their 
bow at the Earle is Teddy Powell’s 
crew. The lads prove to be a cap- 


able and smooth group of musicians, ' list it might be as well not to make ‘piano. 





showing their talents in finished ar- 
rangements of the latest faves on 
the hit parade: ‘Jersey Bounce,’ 
‘Idaho,’ ‘Sans Collette,’ ‘Blue Skies,’ 
‘String of Pearls,’ among others. 
Vocalists are Peggy Mann and 
Tommy Taylor, who give an okay 
account of themselves, the gal with 
‘Sleepy Lagoon,’ ‘Always in My 
Heart’ and ‘There Goes My Love.’ 


Taylor’s chore included ‘Johnny 
Doughboy’ and ‘Tangerine.’ 
Standout among the supporting 


acts is Dean Murphy, one of the 
cleverest of the mimics seen here in 
many a moon. Netting the heaviest 
kudoes are Murphy’s impersonations 
of FDR, Mrs. Roosevelt and Jimmy 
Stewart. 

Also getting an excellent hand was 
Val Setz and his adroit juggling. 
The three Ross sisters combine some 
fancy singing with equally fancy 
acrobatic dancing. 

House filled at this catching 
(Saturday night). Shal. 


ORIENTAL, CHI 





Chicago, June 26. 
Ada Leonard Orch (17), Willie 
Shore, Lester Oman, Joe Termini, 
‘Moonlight Masquerade’ (Rep.). 





Topped by Ada Leonard’s all-gal 
orchestra, this bill is highly enter- 
taining. Band is substantially sweet, 
but capable with the brass work. 
Brownie Slade, clarinetist and vocal- 
ist is standout in both departments, 
with Jane Sager a top trumpet artist. 

Miss Leonard, frontin@ the band, 
has plenty of looks, knows a few 
classy dance steps and generally adds 
much to appearance of the band. Her 
vocal arrangements are okay, with 
her top bit, ‘Jenny,’ bringing down 
the house, Show starts off slowly but 
works up to neat pace as acts began 
to move in. 

Jean Blanche, nifty dancer, exe- 
cutes some neat tap and acro steps. 
She’s okay to look at and has a 
selling personality. Joe Termini and 
his musical instruments again satisfy. 
Act starts okay with Termini’s fiddle 
work, gradually moving through 
banjo, Hawaiian guitar and electric 
fiddle. Lester Oman’s marionets are 
also clicks, with his ‘Little Old Lady’ 
and ‘Old Gramp’ being outstanding. 

Willie Shore, local favorite, adds 
much with his gags. Comedy mimicry 
and general good fellowship make up 
his act, a smash all the way. 

Orchestra, doubling as a_ choir, 
handles a neat turn on ‘My Buddy’ 
with special lyrics and words built 
around a top arrangement. 

Business good at Friday matinee. 

Loop. 











“‘Loot or Pool’ 
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ly, in response to a query as to how 
production schedules would be filled 
next year, ‘We'll loot talent if the 
others won't pool it. We've been 
remarkably successful at looting be- 
fore and we can do it again.’ 

Admittedly confronted with the 
most serious threat in history to con- 
tinued successful film production, be- 
cause of the exodus of manpower 
into the armed forces, with a pos- 
sibility that some of the studios may 
be obliged to readjust their produc- 
tion sights for next year to provide 
for this development, Hollywood 
producers are also wondering 
whether the film industry will be 
able to get some of the male stars 
back from the armed forces on loan 
for occasional pictures. 

It is believed possible that some 
stars in active service, stationed on 
the continental U. S. rather than in 
combat zones abroad, may be given 
furloughs by the Government once 
the seriousness of the problem is 
recognized in official circles. 

Lesson of World War I 

Following the entry of the U. S. 
into the war last December, official 
Washington was inclined to adopt 
the theory that the U. S. should 
benefit from the mistake made dur- 
ing World War I when Great Bri- 
tain allowed its growing motion pic- 
ture industry to lapse into an im- 
potency from which it never re- 
covered. It was then said that every 
effort would be made to prevent a 
similar occurrence for the American 
film industry, especially in view of 
the propaganda power of the screen 
and the need for purely entertaining 
films in England as well as here. 

Discussions within the trade, re- 
volving about the possibility of get- 
ting the Army to loan back some of 
the male stars to the film industry, 
sharpened last week when Clark 
Gable went to Washington to renew 
his application for an army post. 
Gable’s insisting on getting into uni- 
form caused considerable unrest not 
only on his home lot (Metro), but in 
other studios as well, some differ- 
ences of opinion existing among M- 
G studio heads as to whether the 
star would be doing the best thing 
by going into active service. 

thers in Hollywood believe that 
once the stars are determined to en- 


any effort to dissuade them and 
hope that the Government will 
sooner or later grant relief. It is 
pointed out that stars like James 
Stewart, currently acting as an in- 
structor to air force ground crews 
in the U. S., might be spared for six 
weeks or so during the gear. 
Difficulty of keeping male stars 
working in pictures has become 
virtually insurmountable. One pro- 
ducer reports one of the best known 


screen stars in Hollywood has taken 
to the side streets and wears his 
hat pulled well over his eyes, be- 
cause he’s not in uniform, yet 
though scheduled to join the army 
shortly. 

Meantime, a number of indepen- 
dent producers, experiencing diffi- 
culties in getting either names or 
technical facilities at various studios 
through which they have released in 
the past, are considering giving up 
production next season. 








Continued from page 47 





he’s paying the actors cheaper rates, 
according to talent complaints. 

The performers, when previously 
booked by one hotel for a weekend, 
got comfort plus the comparatively 
simple job of performing once, at the 
most twice; in one day. Now, via 
Rapp’s Farms, they are doing three 
and four shows a day, but without 
commensurate pay. ¥ 

Sid Gary, for one, was approached 
by Rapp to play a weekend for him 
under his new system. Gary, who 
usually gets from $100 to $150 per 
resort date, asked Rapp how many 
shows he would have to play. Rapp 
stated ‘four.’ Gary then asked for 
$300, but Rapp offered him $160. 
That same procedure, with probably 
the same dialog, has been repeated 
with others. Some acts, which look 
to the country jobs as a means of 
subsistance during the dog days, 
have accepted the Rapp booking, 
however, and found the mountain 
air not quite the same. 

Besides the actors, also kicking up 
a fuss are the other country resort 
bookers, who are finding themselves 
frozen out of a formerly lucrative 
hot weather business They say 
Rapp’s scheme is ‘unfair competi- 
tion’; that it undercuts their prices 
so much they are virtually out of 
the running with many hotel own- 
ers, most of whom are always look- 
ing for a chisel themselves. 

Some of the better mountain re- 
sorts book their own shows as a 
full-season stock company, with 
supplementary ‘names’ for weekends, 
and these are outside the Rapp in- 
fluence. One of these notable ex- 
ceptions is The Grossinger, which is 
considered by actors the Palace of 
the Catskill belt. 


Du Pont-SAG 
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created serious problems which the 
Fund must solve. . Initial steps are 
to be taken at this meeting, pre- 
sided over by Jean Hersholt, prexy. 

He is unopposed for reelection, 
with following slate due to go intact: 
Mary C. McCall, Jr., Ralph Morgan, 
Walter Wanger and Lucile Gleason, 
vice-presidents; George Bagnall, 
treasurer; Wima Beshor, executive 
secretary; trustees: Francis Faragoh, 
Richard Wallace, Jack Cooper, Sid- 
ney Buchman, incumbents; also new 
nominees: Dudley Nichols, Thomas 
Mitchell, Ralph Block, Y. Frank 
Freeman, Bernard Vorhaus, Charles 
Bickford. 

In addition to announcement of the 
official opening of the Motion Pic- 
ture Country House at Woodland 
Hills, reports were made by prexy 
Hersholt, Jack Natteford, head of the 
Cast Committee; Ralph Morgan, 
chairman of the executive board; Dr. 
Francis Browne, head of the medical 
staff, and Albert Criz, who outlined 
growth of the country house. 


New Act 


DEE LLOYD McKAYE 
Singing 

7 Mins. 

Apollo, N. Y. 

Tall, heavy-set, colored singstress 
is currently grooved for minor sit- 
uations. Ostensibly novelty act, 
Miss McKaye requires specially 
tailored material if she’s to click as 
such, 

Her ‘Apple Tree’ and ‘Body and 
Soul’ vocals are in the conventional 
idiom, despite a noticeable rasp in 
jher voice and the whistling inter- 
|polations. Self-accompanied on the 
Mori. 























Night Club Reviews 





RAINBOW ROOM, N. Y. 





Carmen Cavallaro Orch (12), 
Charles Weidman with Katherine 
Litz, Peter Hamilton, Beatrice Seck- 
ler, Lee Sherman, Lucille & Eddie 
Roberts, Mimi _ Benzelle, Carlos 
Montoya, Terry Sisters & Rumba 
Band (6), Dr. Sydney Ross; $3 din- 
ner minimum, $1 and $2 cover 
(Saturday). 





Fair show this session, the Rain- 
bow Room usually changing its bills 
every six weeks or so, although 
given to holding over its bands on 
occasion. It applies this time also, 
with the suave Carmen Cavallaro 
main band continuing as also do the 
energetic Terry Sisters (2) backed 
by their male rumba sextet. Lat- 
ter are given to paprika cooches in 
the Latin idiom, but being non- 
Cubanos, their bumps, postures and 
breaks are all studiously applied, 
lacking the insouciance of the His- 
panic originals. 

Of the show, which is a little more 
quantity than quality, the best, for 
cafe values, are Lucille & Eddie 
Roberts with their mental telepathy. 
She is the pitchman of the two, 
with a deft address, when doing the 
opening magico fol-de-rol and later 
in the ‘mindreading. They have an 
excellent cue system, as Eddie 
Roberts circulates through the as- 
semblage, and incidentally for an en- 
vironment such as the RR it’s a good 
ice-breaker. It’s apparent that the 
formality of the Rainbow Room’s 
rep has traveled into the hinterland, 
for the out-of-iowners stili come ail 
‘dressed up,’ although informal at- 
tire is de rigeur now here, as well 
as any place in town, for the dura- 
tion. 


Charles Weidman is another re- 
turner with his ballet company of 
four (Katherine Litz, Peter Hamil- 
ton, Beatrice Seckler and Lee 
Sherman), but this time the concert 
terper hasn’t chosen as wisely and 
well, for cafe values, as he has in the 
past. To Raymond Scoti’s ‘Penguin’ 
composition, the rhythmic triangle 
number is a fair opener, but the 
piece-de-resistance is a better idea 
than it’s executed. Lyle Novack has 
contrived a good musical setting for 
‘Flickers,’ purporting to show the 
yesteryear bucolic, vampire and 
sheik cinematic techniques, done in 
the dance idiom. Somehow it doesn’t 
come off, despite the flickering ef- 
fects from the spotlight man, the 
broad hokum from Weidman & Co., 
and the obvious and elaborate format 
of each number, 


Mimi Benzelle, here before also, 
with a dance group, but now solo, 
fiashes a lusty soprano as she seiis 
‘Who Cares?’ ‘You Go to My Head’ 
and ‘Gentle Lark,’ latter in rhythmic 
arrangement. Carlos Montoya, vet- 
eran flamenco guitarist, does two 
solos which are generously appre- 
ciated despite the overlength of the 
show. 

But what matter captious criticism 
when the RR and the companion 
Rainbow Grill are doing their best 
business ever? Abel. 


EMBASSY, PHILLY 





Philadelphia, June 30. 
Madeline Garie, Betty Clevenger, 
Andrew Sisters, George Clifford, 
Maxine York, Pat Shevlin Orch (6), 
Embassyphs (6): No cover or mini- 
mum; dinner $1.50 up. 





Festivities for the summer season 
at the Embassy have been moved to 
the Monkey Bar, only air-cooled spot 
in the club, in these days of scarcity 
of refrigeration equipment. It’s a 
pleasant room, smaller than the main 
club-room, but there’s no -‘diminu- 
tion of the fun that George Clifford, 
m.c. and impresario of the show, 
gives out. 

For the first time in years, the 
show features a line. The gals are 
plenty on the oomphish side, though 
slightly off when it comes to keeping 
time in their dance routines. 

Clifford has put together an amus- 
ing revue, everybody in the house 
having a part, including the waitérs. 
He also goes through a couple of 
dance routines, but avoirdupois has 
slowed him down plenty since he 
was the agile male half of the team 
of Clifford and Wayne. 

Standout in the terps department 
are the dancing Andrew Sisters, 
blonde lookers with talented feet, 
who dance as if they’re one. There 
are two canaries this week—Made- 
line Garie, soprano, and Betty Clev- 
enger, who takes care of the more 
popular stuff. Among Miss Garie’s 
numbers are several arias from ‘Car- 
men,’ ‘“Toujour L’Amour’ and a 
switch to ‘Does Your Mother Come 
From Ireland.’ A brunet looker, she 
works her orbs plenty while back of 
the mike. Miss Clevenger gives out 
with ‘Don’t Mentien Love to Me,’ 
‘Johnny Doughboy’ and ‘Three Little 
Sisters.’ 

The entire troupe takes part in an 
amusing Hawaaian finale, staged by 


| Clifford. 





iswitches to 





The material is original, 
fresh and laugh-provoking. 

Maxine York takes care of the lulls 
warbling and tickling the ivories at 
the midget piano. Pat Shevlin’s six- 
man crew handles the music depart- 
ment handily, both for show accom- 
paniment and dansapation. 

Room was capacity filled (70) at 
show-time, Wednesday dinner (24). 

Shal. 


LOTUS, WASH. 


Washington, June 27. 
Don Strickland’s Orch with Buddy 
Shaner, Bunny Hare, Phyllis Hare, 
LeBrun & Campbell, Large & Morg- 
ner, Line, 








This Chinese eating-entertainment 

lace has weathe-ed everything 

ather Time has had to offer in this 
town. Place did business even dur- 
ing the depression, and now with 
Washington packed to the gun- 
whales, one can’t get near the place. 
Meanwhile, it goes right on with its 
same established policy of excellent, 
though not exvensive, floor shows 
and Chinese dishes. 

Bill Strickland, plus his orchestra, 
has been, and continues to be, the 
mainstay of the place. Strickland 
also emcees the layout, doing it ex- 
ceedingly well, too. Orchestra, 
though small, is just right for the 
spot, where the ‘acrobatic’ customers 
with their strenuous stepping con- 
stitute the larger end of the intake. 

the current show there are 
two highlights, the dance team of 
LeBrun and Campbell and Large 
and Morgner. LeBrun and Camp- 
bell are ballroomers who do excep- 
tional stunts. Large and Morgner 
as acrobatics, the novelty of the turn 
being enhanced by the fact each 
has only one le,. 

Eight girls constitute the line, with 
periodical changes in personnel 
though the majority are permanent, 
Nice looking youngsters work hard 
doing three numbers. 

Phyllis Merrill does an acrobatic 
dancing single without any particue 
lar distinction while two of Strick- 
land’s outfit give out with the vo- 
cals. Buddy Shaner has on excellent 


baritone and uses it well while 
Bunny Hare, the femme singer, 
stacks up well, too. Marg. 





Unit Review 


STARDUST REVUE 


(BROADWAY, CHARLOTTE, N. C.) 








Charlotte, N. C., June 27. 


Shirley Deane, Jesse Altmiller, Al 
Lee & Co., Denny Lyons, Magda Loy, 
Three Co-eds, Bob White and Decca 
Record Band (6); ‘Jail House 
Blues’ (U). 





Filmite Shirley Deane heads this 
unit and turns in a nifty job of pip- 
ing in her one appearance. Al- 
though hampered by a cold, Miss 
Deane did a bang-up job of selling 
‘How About You,’ ‘Miss You,’ and 
wound up with a flag-waving ‘Re- 
member Pearl Harbor,’ though not 
the popular published version. 
Emcee Denny Lyons runs through a 
snappy interview with her about life 
of a film actress. 


Sock act is provided by Jesse Alt- 
miller, who proceeds to get music 
out of props ranging from a clothes 
line to alarm clocks. In a fast-mov- 
ing act, accentuated by showman- 
ship, Altmiller opens with ‘Beer 
Barrel Polka” played on _ bottles, 
switches to playing glasses with vio- 
lin bow, and then shakes a tune out 
of a gag clothes line containing at- 
tire equipped with bells. He next 
shifts to alarm clocks, somehow ex- 
tricating “Three O’Clock in the Morn- 
ing’ out of a dozen alarm clocks. He 
drum for ‘Stars and 
Stripes Forever,’ and winds up by 
playing a set of cowbells for a 
smasheroo performance. One of best 
acts ever caught here. 

Al Lee & Co. are pleasing in a 
comic turn, with Lyons feeding the 
lines to rotund comic Al Lee. They 


get off some fairly good gags and, 


then get down to business by open- 
ing two suitcases and commenting on 
contents, which provides many laffs 
when they get different articles of 
apparel,. but think they are talking 


about the same thing. Femie 
stooge assists. 
Magda Loy, dainty blonde, is 


pleasing in a well executed semi- 
nude which she keeps as artful as 
stripping permits. The Three Co-eds 
give out with some tuneful tapping 
in a terp turn. They open slowly, 
but warm up on a smart stair routine 
and get around to some pinwheel 
acro-gyrations for a whirlwind 
finish. They also throw in a chal- 
lenge round in which each gives out 
with some nifty acro-tapping. 

Bob White’s band is spotted in be- 
tween acts, playing ‘Honeysuckle 
Rose’ and ‘The Sheik’ pleasingly, 
though a trifle on the brassy side. 
They back up acts nicely. 

Good house on show caught. Just. 
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VARIETY 





Wednesday, July 1, 1942 





Tiny Kaye 





Variety Bills [i 





WEEK OF JULY 3 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of 
show, whether ful] or split week. 


Marjorie Jane 
Dixie Sullivan 
Jean Caton 
Bobby Bernard 
Coletta Ellsworth 


Dude Ranch 


Hotel Sheraton Diamond Bros 
| (Murray Room) Chorus Girls 
19th Hole Clab 
Marion Powers 
3 Caddies 
Angel Velez Ore 
Snub Mosely Ore 
Number One Bill Valee 
Jaye Martin Gary Gray 
Anne White Billy Du Val 
Downey & Gregg Serenaders Ore 
Hazel Webster Cowboy Orc 


| Ruth Lowe 


Hotel St. Moritz 
(Cafe de la Paix) 


Charles Columbus 
Kathryn Carroll 
Terri Franconi 
Mack Perrin 





| Ford Harrison Ore Onyx Club Gables Inna 
(Sky Gardens) Bricktop (Binck Horse Pike) 
rr ' . Tookie Hunter Nan De Mar 
Charles Columbus | yrabel Mercer Monte Wolfe 
Kathryn om Mae Barnes Marley 

Terry Francon Earl & Toni Gables Ore 














NEW YORK CITY 
State 

Milton Berle 

Ben Yost's Vikings 

Gracie Barrie 


George 


Jim Wong Troupe 
PITTSBURGH 
Stanley (1) 


Tommy 


Lane & Ward 


WASHINGTON 


Rhythm Rockets 


Murphy Sisters 











Paramount 








NEW YORK CITY; Joyner 
Paramount 


Vaughn 


Eddie Garr 

The Oxford Boys 

Lyda Sue 
CHICAGO 
Chicago 

Phil Harris 

Lewis & Van 

Tommy Trent 

G Rogers Dancers 
Regal (3) 

Touis Armstrong B 

Pops & Louie 


Jack Marshall 


MINNEAPOLIS 





Archie Robbins 














CLEVELAND 
Palace 


Bernie 


The Nonchalants 
Frances Faye 
Bert Wheeler 
Hank Ladd 

Pearl Robins 


Skinnay 


Don Cummings 








NEW YORK CITY 

Strand 
Raymond 
Al Bernie 
Dick & Dot Remy 


Russ Morgan 


Dennis 


Ames & Arno 
PHILADELPHIA 
Earle (3) 
Gene Krupa 
Dennis Day 
Ames & 


Teddy Powell Ore 
Dean Murphy 
Val Setz 

Ross Sisters 


PITTSBURGH 


WASHINGTON 











Independent 





NEW 


Robert 
Walter 


Rockettes 


Ballet 


ylea Club 
Symphony Ore 
Alvin (29) 
Ed Wynn 
Jane Froman 
Smith & 


Carmen 
The Di 
Hector 


Davidson 
Herzog-x 
Volga Singers 
Donahue 
Senor Wences 

Emil Coleman Ore 
46th ™ Theatre 


(3 
Lou Holtz 
Willie Howard 
Phil Baker 
Paul Draper 
Hazel Scott 
Gene Sheldon 
Luba Malina 
ou Forman 
Bricklavye 
BROOKLYN 
Marine (5) 


Bogash 
Fields & 
Big Time 
Blossom 
Vanessi 
Rog ish 
Fields & 
Big Time 
Blossom 
Vanessi 


Ridgewood 
Arno & Arnette 
Edith Vallee 
Bo Jenkins 


Faye & 


Vanessi Co 
ATLANTIC CITY 


Steel 


4 Whitsons 


Martha 
Juvelys 
Benny 

Charlie 


Ruthie Barnes 
Charles Kemper 
Baltimore 
Hippodrome (3) 


Benny 
Buster 


Olive & George 
6 Lovely 
Cddie Jack 


James 


State (2-4) 
2 Olympics 
Grant Family 
Rod Rogers 


Coleman 
Bobbyv (% 
ay faa 


YORK CITY 
Music 
Betty Bruce 


INDIANAPOLIS 














Mayfair (4) 


PHILADELPHIA 


WILLOW. GROVE 
P K 


PAR 
Willow Grove 


Katherine Harris 








Morris & Morris 
Jones & Rae 
Manhattan Revels 
PITMAN 
Broadway 
(4th only) 
Bobby Cobb 
3 Gali Sis 
Bill Ames 
London 3 
WASHINGTON 
Howard (3) 
Erskine Hawkins O 
Al Gordon's Dogs 
Lee & Hawley 
Bo Jenkins 
WATERBURY 
Poli’s (1-2) 
Hal McIntyre Ore 





Hotel St. Regis 
Joe E Howard (Viennese Roof) 


> : "2 
ae a Ethe| Smith Ens 


3 Chocolates 
Old Roumanian 
Sandie Banks 


Hamid's Pier 
Tony Pastor Ore 


Paull Sparr Ore Jockey’s Derby Cl'b 


’ Freddie Bernard , 
Weusees F4ae. Hotel Taft Ada Lubina ee oun 
Se = ¢ . ne rooks Twins 
Woodside Park | Vincent Lopez Ore | Ginger Jayne Kiki Hall 
(4th only) Hotel Waldorf- " Peppi Carman 


2 Deweys Astoria Place Elegante 
Tyler & Renarad (Starlight Roof) Phil Dante 
Manhattan Revels Guy Lombardo Ore William Ross 
(Sth only) Georges & Jalna Clift Conrad 
The Ghezzis Marina Arline Thompson 
WORCESTER Rose M Lombardo | Diane Nelson . ; 
; harles Kemper 
Plymouth (29-1) . Martin Locke ena om pe: 
Lou Breese Ore ot pesee® Manya Borodkin Harry Savoy Ore 
The Smoothies ia — Jeannette Garrette | George Haggerty 
Grace Drysdale Vicki George Ernest Franz Ore Paddock Int'l 
Moke & Poke Sande Witiiams Orc Queen Mary Betty Coette 
Hurricane Chiquita Venezia Sandra Kent 


Frankie Madden 
Music Hall 


Martha Raye 
Ben Yost Co 
Dick Dana 





Cabaret Bills 


Gertrude Niesen Consuelo Flowerton 
Rochelle & Beebe Carol Rhodes 


Pelliteers Betty Carter 

} Van Kirk Guy Martin Gls , 

Sammy Birch B'way Jones (3) Beachcomber 
Dick Warren Ore Bili Glass Ore Sammy Dale Ore 





Chico Simone Ore 


5 nt 
Iceland Restaura Gail Manners 


Queens Terrace 


NEW YORK CITY Danny White Phil Forster Marisol 


Armando’s 
Geo. Morris Ore 
Yvonne Chevalier 
Ben Marden Riviera 
Chavez Ore 
Pancho Ore 

Bill Bertolotti'’s 
Lyn Reynolds 
Marcia Ballard 
Norma Lucero 
Suzanne Daye 
Lynne & Marianne 
Don Sylvio Ore 
Roberto Ore 

Biil’s Gay 90's 
Lulu Bates 
Ethel Gilbert 
George Tonak 
Harry Donelly 
Billy Lorraine 
Charlie Ross 
Bernie Grauer 
Gay 90's Quartette 

Cafe Society 

(Midtown) 
Hazel Scott 
Zero Mostel 
Joe Sullivan 
Kenneth Spencer 
Eddie South Ore 

Cafe Society 

(Village) 
Teddy Wilson Ore 
Albert Ammons 
Pete Johnson 
Baby Hines 

Casino Rasse 
Nina Tarasova 
Sasha Polinoff 
Michel Michon 
Nadia & Sasha 
Dmitri Matvienko 
Kris Kay Ore 
Nicholas Matthey O 

Cerutti's 
Brick Top 
Walter Lynch 
Mae Barnes 
Haywood & Allan 
Mary ‘Talley 
4 Chanticleers 
Chateau Moderne 
Lydia Ehrens 
Anette & Sally 
Maurice Shaw Orc 

Claremont Inn 
Charlotte & Benson 
Joe Richardel Ore 

Club Caravan 
Jerry Baker 
Al Shayne 
Allan Sis 
Marian Myles 
Dorothy Manners 
Hazel Scott 
Golden Gate 4 
Eddie South Ore 
Thelma Nevins 

Clab 18 
G. Andrews Ore 
Jack White 
Diana Fontaine 
Frankie Hyers 
Vince Curran 
Roy Sedley 
Muriel Lynne 
Lillian Fitzgerald 

Coq Rouge 
Dick Wilson Orc 
Bela Bizony Orc 
Diamond Horseshoe 
Nita Naldi 
Beity Compson 
Carlyle Biackwell 
Della Lind 
Geo Fontana 
Gilda Gray 


| Charles King 


Mangean Sis 
Clyde Hage: 
Sid Prussin Ore 
Noble Sissle Ore 


El Chico 


Dorita & Valero 
Consuelo Moreno 

Gloria Belmonte 

Rodriguez 3 

Trio Mixteco 

Del Duca Ore 

| & 


El Morocco 

Chauncey Grey Ore 

Chiquito Ore 
Famous Door 

Zorita 

Sunny Tufts 

Eppie Bruce 

Sam Price 

Ramsy Del Rico 

Froeba Ore 

Fefe’s Monte Carlo 

Narita 

Sonny Kendis Ore 

Caballero Orch 


51 Club 
Sid Tomack 
Reis Bros. 


Barbara Lee 
Margie Kelly 
Margo Goode 
Stuart Ore 


Greenwich Village 
Inn 
Carol Chappelle 
Rita Renaud 
Gloria Manner 
Joan Collier 
Lorna Rode 
Gene Monet Ore 
Havana-Madrid 
Tapia & Romero 
Hilda Moreno 
Rica Martinez 
Cerney Twins 








Libby & Betty Eppie Bruce Artie Dann 
Contreras Co Nola ong, eh Heaiy & Evans Beach-charmers (6) 
Maya Ore Roberta Wele Agnes Dwyer . 
Gilberto Ore Byrne Sis Jack Allyn ae cing 


. Tom Paige Ned Harvey Ore Peter Bodge Ore 
‘ paige ted Monee Bert Lynn Grooverneers tan ag eel 
Jean Hun Colette & Deane Cnrica & Novello 
Sons of Jive Ted Eddy Orc Rainbow Grill Emerald Sis 


Larry Bennett Ore | angelo Ore Russ Smith Orc Ethel Lynn ¢ 
Hotel Astor Jack Dempeey's Slivie Bt Clair Casa Manana 

r Roof Bway Restauran “ Alice O'Leary 

ee : Rainbew Room Adrian O'Brien 


; Dorsey Ore | Milt Herth 3 ' ; 
Senuk Genpeaee = Gra ie Barrie L & E Roberts Jimmy Gallagher 
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Club Mapfair 


To Stafford Dick Stabile Ore Chas pee Co 
bining ; ; Mimi + paateapdetale Ranny Weeks Ore 
Ligg Elman , 
Buddy Rich Jimmy ‘Kelly's Carlos Montoya Don Rico Ore 
Pied Pipers Ramon & Joan Terry Sis Ore (Spy oe 
i Bel t Carter & Sharp Cavallero Or« Walter Kane 
a ~ we wing oe Ae ag Ruban Bleu mt pee Brazil 
; 7 / ; ‘Warp >i June eiting 
(Glass Hat) Danita Rivera Mildred Bailey Emmet Oldfield Co 


Helen Stuart Margaret Grey Richard Bennett 
Hal Lansberry Faith Arlen Dave Barbour Olive White 


4 ¥ - Jack Gilford 
‘ Mack 7? . . . " 
vole “é Ly = Kelly's Stable Morris Raymond Club Vanity Fair 


a Stepin Fetchit Herman Chittison Al Dickerm Ore 
Belmont Balladeers} S(epin f z d ickerman re 
Howard Lally Ore Linda Keene Delia Rhythm Boys] Madel’e Harrington 
toe Pafumy Orc Pete Brown (4) Lotte Goslar Stella Rav 


Hotel Biltmore Leonard Ware (3) Russian Kretchma Cocoanut Grove 


sseaciey Torins La Conga Viadimir Lazaroff Mickey Alpert Ore 
+ — Ptah Dr Marcus Eli Spivack Alfred Pineda Ore 
Rav Heatherton Or} Eleancr Teeman Gypsy Norma Buster Keim Rey 
, ope! . | Pupi Co Norma Lucero Billy Paine 
Hotel Commodore | Josephine Del Mar|Arcadi Stoyanovsky | Mata & Hari 
(Century Room) Galente & Leonarda] Adia Kuznetzoff Hal & Honey Bee 
Maria Louisa Lopez} Nastia Poliakova (Melody Lounge) 
Tmogene cone’ oe Fast laws . dee se 
sy McKinley Ore | S0cers Comevanes | Serene Sava. Herb Lewis 
Hotel Edison Herb Sherry Ore Cornelia Cedolban O maryeria  Gesretses 


Copley Plaza 


Pobby Byrne Ore 3 
»bby : (Sheraton Room) 


La Marquise 
Hotel Essex House 


Spivy’s Roof 


(Casino on Park) rene “4 Geanete oa Bilal Hal Saunders Ore 
Deane Janis ; " ve: Noble. pei McGowan & Mack 
Sammy Kaye Ore La Martinique Noble & King Jo-Ann 

Hotel 5th Ave Walter O'Keefe Stork Club 6 lce-Kaydettes 
Irene Vernon Grace Reilly (Merry-Go-Round) 

‘ Madrid ira eill y-Go-Row 

(Salen 2a ) Vera Shea Charles Blaum Orc] Mark Gilbert 3 


Cass Franklin Billie Bernice Bob Knight Orc Copley Square Hotel 





DeMarlos Poris Dowlin : 
Guy Rodian | Shirley heey The Place Al DeForrest 
Fay Marde | Grace De Witt Trene Barkley Arthur Ward 
Penny Bancroft |} Una Mae Carlisle Pat Ring Crawford House 
Burton Gross Ore | Jere McMahon Evelyn Brock Freddy Rubin Ore 


| Emil Coleman Ore Skeets Tolbert 
Noro Morales Ore Ubangi Club 


(Crawfordettes 
Sally Keith 
Yvonne Adair 


Hotel Lexington 
(Hawaiian Km) 


Kahala | La Vie Parisienne | Jackie Mabley : 

Talima | Sylvia St Clair Kelcey Farr Dagmar 

Momikai | Hildegarde Hallid’y| Ann Lewis Fox & Hounds Club 
Mcintyre Ore | Rasha & Mirko Beachcombers (Rhumba Casino 
Napua Gabrielle Bill Bailey Room) 
Leilani Taea Julius Monk Socaras Ore Marion Frances 


Abbey Orc Garfied Girls 
Wivel Perry & Marlowe Sis 
Charles Wolk Or 


Hotel McAlpin Latin Quarter 
Dick Robertson Orc} Juanita Rios 





Eileen Brokaw 
Hotel Navarro 


Marjorie Benson Duke Lorenzo Ore 





Motel New Xesheo te ay ti polls SP Milton George Ore 

(Terrace Room di 4 yore 

tam Bree - ) Winters Tommy Hayden Hi-Hat 

-_ rg ong Ore Frank Mazzoe Co Poris Neilson Pete Herman Ore 

mete oung Trixie Chas Bowman Ore | Frank Petty 

Bob Huston (4) Gioria Gilbert Theodore Brooks Anne Diamond 

tonny Roberis Lela Moore The Paulens 

Bissell & Farley Martel (2) " 

Cyril Grace * fe Versailles 

‘hh “ | Bob Fuller 

Bob Russell | Jane Wood Bergere Ore 

Ariane | Alec Pierce Ore Panchito Ore Tremont Plaza 
} 


Fernando Caney O Peni at A bell 
a “ eré Ic1lIs Z 7 io 
Leon & Eddie's Marj Fielding’s Co | eee 





(Midnight Club) Eddie Davis tossi Sisters 
Margo & Mann | Al Siegal Dot & Barbara | Emil Petti 
Hotel Park Central! Susan Miller J Mignac Buttery 
a . | R ard Lane Iisa Kevin | it : : 
Ba ae Grove) | W&E Mae ites Riendéti gg a oa ore . 
M rk & Viol Sonia Shaw Mary Granly , , ro 
. ini d ve la M & B Whelan Village Barn (Walnut Room) 
R Eric rhorsen in Jimmy Jovy Ore 
Sunny Howard | T.ou Martin Ore The Blentones Betty. Burns 
Charlie Bourne Ens] Neriaa Orc ; Diane Davis ree aie ee hc 
| Lynn Spostord ae eth Bed Jesq. Jordan. Ore xe EE fel Seamiie 
maday Ctashe..Ore. | Maison Pierre " . Don & Sal Jennings 
me : Tommy Lyman Village Vanguard (Tavern Room) 
(Royal Palm) Al lamb Richard D Bennett Edith I . 1 
Dell O'Dell Mother Kelly's Leadbelly D. : : Pritcha ; 
Charlie Bourne (Opens July 4) Helen Humes Dick Was tard Ore 
Jerry Green Cully Richards Eddie Heywood 3 Rob Marshall 


Bunny Howard 

Sybil & Sundra 

Wilson Lang 

Hotel Pennsylvania 
(Cafe Rouge) 


Annette Shields 
Blackhawk 


Ted Weems Ore 
Elmo Tanner 


ATLANTIC CITY 


Ambassador Hotel Chez Paree 


Charlie Spivak Ore | Bert Estlow Ore | The Novelettes raeey Some 
Gary Stevens Babette’s Club Sackte Martin nee Hotel 
Stardusters Guy Martin Revue | Babe Cummings (Balinese Rm) 
Hotel Pierre Beth Challis Valerie & Susan Johnny Duffy Ore 
(Cotillion Room) Victor & Ruth Sunny Ray Patti Clayton 
Arthur Carney Carlisle Sisters Cliquot Club Brass Rail 
Beverly Whitney Jean Anthony Lenny Ross Margie Whitney 
Towne & Knott Alice & Phil ax C Tune T , 
fan an aetrer Max Cohen > Loppers 
Stanley Melba Ore Tex Garry Toni Sorrel Brevoo 
Milton Huber Ore on: sorre revoort Hotel 


Hotel Plaza Ruth Warren (Crystal Room) 


(Persian Room) Breaker’s Hotel | Ramona Tony P 
Dick Gasparre Ore (Ship Deck) Club Harlem Seas Be my 
Ben Cutler 4 Toppers Lary Steele Bob Billings 


he: 1 J. Gordham’s Orc Adi : . 
Beart Williams Jackie Mabley Eddie Roth Ore 
. - Jessye Scott 

Chateau Renault Viola Jefferson 


DiGatanos 
Hotel Roosevelt 
Guy Lombardo Ore 


Brown Derby 
Three Ryans 











Kenny Gardner ‘We Treat’ 3 Frances Brock Danny Rogers 
Hotel Savoy Plaza a - hefon Hotel Garland Wilson Judy Ellington 
; illy an (3) Lorenzo Roberson Mary Ann 
« a aenge) Claridge Hotel Helen Penn's Co Pat Perry 
Tean Sablon (Mayfair Room) Clab Nomad Hoffman Sis 
Benson Ore Marty Magee Orc Donna Darnell Ted Smith 





Andrew, DeW & M/} 








Billle May 


Vickie Cooper 

Marie Kibbey 

Bob Bell 

Ail Hortzman Ore 
Paradise Club 

Bobby Evans 

Savannah Churchill] 

Connie Harris 

Conway & Parks 


Chris Columbus Orc 


Penn Atlantic Hotel 
(Palm Room) 
Elliott Russell Ore 
President Hotel 
(Round W’rld R’m) 
Herbert Curbello O 

Pepito Lopez 
Franco & Berly 
Pupy Dancers 
Phylis ‘Baker 
Neil Fontaine 
Johnny Hamp 
Ritz Carlton Hotel 
Bazil Fomeen 
Seaside Hotel 
(Surf ’n’ Sand R’m) 
tidy Bradd Orc 
Steel Pier 
Benny Goodman O 
Enoch Light Ore 


Charlie Barnet 


Traymore Hotel 
(Submarine Grill) 
Wm Madden Ore 


BOSTON 


Hotel Bradford 

(Circus Room) 
Jack Davis 
Lucille & J Maloney 


Hotei Buckminister 


(National Room) 
Hal Roberts Ore 
Hotel Essex 
Ken Travers Ore 
Jack Manning Ore 
Bill Cronin 
Mitizi Crozier 
Bill Groin 
Vin Daley 
Jean Monti 
Sally Harris 
Hotel Fensgate 
(Satire Room) 
Nora Sheridan 
ivenne Bouvier 
Al Robinson 
Alkali Ike 
Allen Jonés 
Neil Phillips 
Hotel Lenox 
Don Jose Ore 
Clarita 
Hotel Minerva 
Bunny McVey Ore 
Barbara Douglass 


Hotel Ritz Carleton 


(Ritz Roof) 


Nat Brandwynne O 
Mills Bros 


Hotel Sheraton 
(Sheraton Sky 


Garden) 
Don Dudley Ore 
Hotel Statler 
(Terrace Koom) 


Jack Edwards Orc 
(Cafe Rouge) 
Salvy Cavicchio Ore 
Hotel Vendome 


(Fife & Drum Rm) 
Jimmy McHale Ore 
Jolene 
Ella Wilson 
Helen Douglas 
Helen Shepard 

Ken 
Pete Brown Ore 
Browudway Alt 
Russ Howard 


2 Lucky Bucks 
(Lounge Bar) 
Hum & Strum 
Rio Casino 
Harry de Angelis O 
Helen Carrol 
Janice 
Wallace Bros 
1 Bankoff & Canon 
Hado Herd 
Little Sir Echo 
Sid Walker 
Buster Keim Rev 
(Garden Lounge) 
Ken Brilliant 
Savoy 
Sabby Lewis Ore 
Steuben‘s 
(Vienna Room) 
Lew Conrad Ore 
Harry Stockwell 
Hartnells 
Boltons 
Doris Abbott 
The Cave 
Don DiBona Ore 


Jack Fisher 
Tamara Doriva 


Fives Cortes 


Jimmy Marr 


Pir-eites 5 
Robert & Joan 


Cootie Williams Ore 


CHICAGO 


Duke Yellman Ore 
Capitol Lounge 


Joe de Salvo 


Bill Turner Ore 
Chez Paree 
Harry Richman 
Capella & Patricia 
Allen Carney 
Ruth Clayton 
Estelle Sloan 
Buddy lranklin 
Club Alabam 
Florence White 
Paulette LaPierre 
Harriet Norris 


Ginger; Wood 


Del Estes 
Allan Coe 
Dave Unell Ore 
Eddie Roth Ore 


Colosimos 


Jack Prince 


iskay Booley 
Nita Tindall 
Sid Lang Ore 


Kay & Linda Brice 
Valdez & Corine 


Doris Dupont 


Dolly Kay 


Congress Hotel 
(Glass Hat Room) 


Vincent Bragale O 
Red Duncan 
Jo Anne Hubbard 


Drake Hotel 
(Camilia House) 


Eva Hamilton 
Val Ernie Ore 


Edgewater Beach 
Hotel 


e 
(Marine Rm) 


Will Osborne Ore 
Nitz & Ravel 


Marianne 
Dorben Gls 





685 Club 
Tanner Sisters 
Johnny Howard 
Manuel Contreras 

Eitel’s 


Heidelberg Octet 
Hans Muenzer Ens 


Rathskellar 


Louie & Gang 
5100 Club 
Danny Thomas 
Bob O Lin Gis 
Mark Fisher Ore 
Garrick Stagebar 
June Price 
Ascot Boys 
Jimmy None 3 
Downbeat Km 
Stuff Smith Ore 
3 Sharps & Flats 
Gladys Palmer 
Giraemere Hotel 
(Glass House Rm) 
Crusaders Ore 
Mary Sinclair 
Dorothy Timmins 
_ Helsings 
(Vodvil Lounge) 
Bill Anson 
Leslie & Carol 
Noveliy Aces 
Lillian Clarke 
Jack Herbert 
Hi-Hat 
Diana Barry 
Carlos Vesta 
Betty Hill 


Biaine and Elaine 


Mary Beth Sires 
Eddy Fens Ore 
H Martinez Orc 


Winnie Hoveler Gls 


Ivanhoe 
Florence Schubert 


Barney Richards O 


Vierra Hawaiians 
Helen Sumner 


L’ Aiglon 
Spiros Stamos Ore 


Gwendolyn Veausell 
Murray & Cumming 


George Deveron 

Isobel de Marco 
La Sallie Hotel 
(Pan-Am Room) 


Jose Manzaneres O 


New Yorker 


Jackie Green 
Noll & Nolan 





——e 


Dalton Boys 
Jack LaVier 
Kay Eibert 
Starlets 
Arne Barnett Ore 
(Piccadilly Circle) 
3 Knights 
Billy Meyers 
Jim Marvin 
Rocky ¥®lsworth 
19 Club 
Dick Bauer Ore 
Billy Carr 
Sophia Parker 
Wilma Novak 
Martin & Margo 
Bobbie Allen 
Fernando & Fair 
Cal Herbert 
Palmer House 
(Empire Room) 
Eddy Duchin Ore 
Gower & Jeanne 
Abbott Dancers 
Sherman Hotel 
(Celtic Cafe) 
Gene Kerwin Orc 
Jaros Sis 
(Panther Room) 
Rob Chester 
College Inn Models 
Carl Marx 
Rhumba Casino 
Fun for your Money 
Revue 
Maurice Rocco 
606 Club 
Don Harris 
jay Knight 
June March 
Carrie Finnell 
Fay & Wellington 
Mile Jean 
Janeen 
Aloha 
Millie Wayne 
Ginger Britton 
Jeri Vance 
Midge Fellows 
606 Gis 
Dolly Sterling 
Sol Lake Ore 
Tripoli 8 
Stevens Hotel 
Chuck Foster Ore 
Den DiFlavio 
(Continental Room) 
Yar Rest 
Geo Scherban Ore 
Belen Ortega 


CLEVELAND 


Alpine Village 
Ted Adair 


Suzanne & Christine 


Three Freshmen 
Marie Bronarzyk 


Willie Matthias Ore 


Myron Ryan 
Eldorado Club 


Johnny Kaiihui Ore 


Marya Manley 
llona -de Bournat 
Freddie's Cafe 
Mile Jardiniere 
Dotty Ard 
Larry Vincent 
Rhythm Rocket@ 
Joel Candullo Ore 


Hotel Carter 


Charles Wick Ore 


Jacquelina 

Aileen Hunter 
Hotel Cleveland 

Joseph Sudy's Ore 


Hotel Fenway Hall 


Jules and Webb 
Posin Gardner 
Coralli 


LOS A 


Band Box 
Pete Suyder 
Mae Brewster 
Geo Tibbles Ore 
Jimmy Ames 
Billy Snyder 
Billy Lankin 

Bar of Musie 


Ann ‘Triola 

sil Jordan 

Clifford Souze 

Ken Stevens 

Dick Winslow Orc 
Biltmore Bowl 

Jimmy Ray 

The Duffins 

Frakson 

Penny Lee : 

Joe Reichman Ore 
Casa Manana 

Ted Lewis Orc 
Cocoanut Grove 

Freddie Martin Ore 
Earl Carrolls 

West & McGinty 

Gali Gali 

Beryl Wallace 

St Clair & Day 

Happy Ellton 

Aurora Miranda 

Rolly Rolls 

Shirley Wayne 

Al Norman 

Wiers Bros 

Bill Brady 

Manny Strand Ore 

Michel Ortiz Ore 

Florentine Garden 

Frances Urban 

red Scott 

Kav Mayfield 

Sugar Geise 

Jerry Bergen 

Muriah Sisters 

Grace Pogei 

R Friml Jr Ore 

Charlie Foy’s Club 

Charley Fov 

Sammy Walsh 

Mabel Todd 

Pamela Cavenes 








Hotel Hollenden 
Carolyn Marsh 
Corinne Toto Valdez 
Ruton’s Canines 
Jean Loach 
Sammy Watkins O 
Vicki Nevada 

Hotel Statler 
Jules Duke Ore 


La Conga Club 
Manuel D BibbinsO 
Lindsay's Skybar 

Maurice Rocco 

Marva Manley 

Peart de Lucca 
Monaco'’s Cafe 

Patty Ryan 

Herb Hagenor Ore 

Diane & Del Campo. 

Georgia J Mille: 
Regal Club 

Ducky Malvin Ore 

3700 Club 

Sammy Morris 

Jack & Jeri 

Wal Hall 

Don Walsh Ore 


NGELES 


Les Barnett 

Paul Kress Ore 
Grace Hayes Lodge 
Elizabeth Talbot 
Martin 

Vivian Marshal 
Mary Healy 

P Lind Hayes Ore 
Hollywood Tropics 
Yvonne & Wayne 
Maxine Lewis 

Paul Neighbors Ore 
Dick Thomas 
House of Murphy 
Fred Thompson 
Betty Reilly 

Bob Murphy 


Beth Reynolds 
Frankie Gallagher 
Touisiana 


Dick Buckley 

D Marshall Ore 
Macambo Cafe 

Diana Del Rio 

Eddie T.e Baron Ore 

Felix Martinique 

Palladium 

Les Brown Ore 
Slapsy Maxies 

Ben Blue 

Louis De Pron 

Patricia Page 

Lynn Boyer 

Jack Waldron 

Benny Tessy 

Patti Moore 

Sam Lewis 

Joe Plumer Ore 
Streets of Paris 

Art Tatum 

Mead ‘lux’ T.ewis 

Wingy Manone Ore 
Swannee Inn 

Loumel Morgan 3 

Trianon 

Timmy Lunceford O 
Treuville Club 

Lee & Leste 

Billy Holiday 

Spirits of Rhythm 


DETROIT 


Book-Cadillae Hotel 
(Book Casino) 
Ben Young Orc 
Jan Martel 
(Motor Bar) 
Eddie Fritz 4 
Bowery 
Benny Fields 
2 Colds 
Wynne Twins 
Jerry Wallace 
Janet Hackett Girls 
Johnny King 
Sharlie Carlisle 
Benny Resh Orc 
Brass Rail 
Del Parker 
Skeeter Palmér 
Roy Swartz 
Carl Bonner 
Casanova 
Lorraine Rogers 
Irene Claire 
Winston & Lolette 
Jessica Garwood 
Paul Nielsen Orc 





Club Congo 


Congoettes 


Beverly White 


Tommy Ellis 
Jimmy Smith 


P xchops Patterson 
Bob Parrish 


Congo Ore 


Corktwon Tavera 


Don Harris 


Hart & Alison 


Panchita Villa 
Phil Skillman Ore 


Frontier Ranch 


Mora ‘Wacky’ Kaye 
Walter Powell Ore 


Grand Terrace 


Gloria Parker Ore 
Earl Parchman 


Haymarket 


Johl Wally 
Jan Latin 
Novellos 
Dot Maya 
Art Mee 


(Continued on page 54) 
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N.Y. Ziegfeld, Built By Hearst, Et Al. 
For Late Producer, On Sale for $300,000 





The Ziegfeld theatre, which orig- 
inally was one of the glamor spots 
of legit show activity in New York, 
js up for sale, with no takers despite 
a low asking price. House was built 
for the late Flo Ziegfeld, who opened 
it in 1927 with ‘Rio Rita.’ Other 
high grossing musicals followed, in- 
cluding ‘Show Boat,’ but in recent 
seasons the Ziegfeld has been oper- 
ated by Loew’s as a secOnd run 
film house. , 

Location at 54th street and Sixth 
avenue is well outside the theatre 
zone and was figured that produc- 
tion there faced a hazard, yet the 
spot was popular among theatre- 
goers during the Ziegfeld regime. 
Approximate cost of the house was 
$2,000,000. It was part of a develop- 
ment steered by William Randolph 
Hearst, the late Arthur Brisbane and 
S. W. Straus, since then a defunct 
bond house. Looked like the prin- 
cipals were primed for a realty 
cleanup, after the elevated railroad 
spur was taken down. 

Grouped together with the War- 
wick hotel directly opposite and 
some unimproved property, a bond 
issue of $7,000,000 was made. Last 
week the court permitted the re- 
ceiver to separate the properties so 
that they could be disposed of and 
the theatre was buyable for $300,000. 
Loew’s indicated no desire to ac- 
quire the site, although at the price 
such a deal appears to be a good 
thing. Hearst and the others inter- 
ested are known to have taken a 
terrific financial beating in their 
Sixth avenue ventures, publisher 
having pulled out years ago. Zieg- 
feld did not invest in the building. 

Doubtful if the theatre will revert 
to legit shows. Deal now pending 
would turn it over to radio for 
broadcasting purposes. 


J. J. SHUBERT SAVES 
COIN IN PROD, CHANGE 


J. J. Shubert quickly changed the 
status of ‘Cocktails—Five to Seven,’ 
a musical comedy due to open at 
the Cass, Detroit, next Monday (6). 
Although a new show, Shubert first 
claimed it was part of the repertory 
for musical stock which is slated 
for Detroit and Chicago. ‘Cocktails’ 
started readying last week, at which 
time the manager was advised that 
under Equity rules only one week’s 
rehearsal coin was allowed for stock 
and that full salaries were payable 
this week. Shubert then placed the 
show on a production basis. Shows 
on a regular production basis are al- 
lowed four week’s rehearsal money, 
after which full pay applies. 

Company will leave town this mid- 
week and will receive rehearsal pay, 
with subsistance allowance likely 
applying upon arrival in Detroit up 
to the day of opening. Shubert 
plans following ‘Cocktails’ with a 
revival of ‘The Merry Widow’ and 
may then switch the outfit to stock 
rating, which would permit a change 
in chorus pay to $40, instead of $45, 
which is the minimum for produc- 
tions on the road. 

‘Cocktails’ has been around for 
more than a year. It was first 
known as ‘Mardi Gras’ and Shubert 
slated it for tryout in Dallas last 
summer, but it was side-tracked. 
Score is by Jean Schwartz and the 
book by Rowland Leigh. 


Current Road Shows 


(July 1-11) 











‘Blackouts of 1942’ (. *ude).—El 
Capitan, Los Angeles (1-11) 

‘Brooklyn, U. S. A.’ (stock).— 
Central, Passaic, N. J. (1-5). 

‘Cafe Crown’ — Selwyn, Chicago 
(1-11). 

‘Good Night Ladies’.—Blackstone, 
Chicago, (1-11). 

‘Life with Father’ (3d Co.)—Mu- 
sic Box, Hollywood (1-11). 

‘Cocktails 5 to 17’.—Cass, Detroit 
(6-11). 

‘Moon Is Down’ (stock ).— Windsor, 
Bronx (1-5); Central, Passaic, N. J. 
(7-11). 

‘My Sister Eileen’ (2d Co.).—Har- 
ris, Chicago (1-11). 

‘My Sister Eileen’ 
Colonial, Boston (1-11). 

‘Show Time’ (vaude).—Biltmore, 
Los Angeles (1-11). 

‘Vinegar Tree’—Lafayette, Detroit 
(1-11), 

‘Watch on the Rhine’ (stock).— 
Flatbush, Brooklyn (1-5); Windsor, 
Bronx (7-11). 

“Watch on the Rhine’ (stock )—Ma- 
jestic, Boston (1-11). 
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Old Mellers in D. C. Hotel 


Washington, June 30. 

Kidding the actors while drinking 
beer and munching potato chips is 
hardly a tribute to Thespis, but that 
is what audiences at the hotel Wil- 
lard roof are doing for the nightly 
performances of ‘East Lynne.’ Play- 
ers gravitate into the same carnival 
mood and production of old meller 
evolves into an informal floor show. 

Willard seems to be catering to 
audiences which regularly patron- 





‘ized the Roadside theatre until the 


old red barn succumbed to gas ra- 
tioning. All-Equity company in- 
cludes Richard Midgley, Jane Mid- 
dleton, Richard Irving, Ellen Love, 
Isham Keith and Bibi Osterwald. 


Legit Wont Get 
Much Hypo From 
USO; Talk Stock 


Whether there will be an increase 
in the number of legit shows to be 
sent out by USO to the army camps 
next season has not been deter- 
mined. Expectation is that there wi!l 
be a straight play to every three 
vaude units, and, if the same num- 
ber of shows are sent the training 
camps as during the past season, not 
more than four or five legiters 
would be used. 

Three or four rotary stocks have 
been suggested to augment, if not 
supplant, some legit shows. That 
plan would have a stock outfit stay- 
ing about three weeks in each large 
camp, companies then interchang- 
ing. Cost of a substantial stock 
would be around $2,500 weekly, 
granted that several leads be en- 
gaged, the pay of such players being 
at least $100 weekly. It costs be- 
tween $1,200 and $3,000 weekly for 
a vaude-revue show in the camps, 
according to whether spotted in A 
or B camps, the matter of long 
jumps also being a factor in -ex- 
penditures. 

American Theatre Wing is mull- 
ing a proposal to sponsor stocks in 
the army camps, inspired by the 
proffer of Maurice Evans, who ex- 
pressed willingness to donate $15,000 
for that purpose. The principal 
problem appears to be that of being 
able to stand the operating losses. 
Clear that shows financed by the 
Evans gift would not be able to 
operate except for a short period 
unless money is in sight. 

Suggestion is made that an admis- 
sion charge of 25c be made for the 
stock showings and in that way an 
even break might be approximated. 
USO recently dropped admissions 
for its shows, but servicemen still 
pay to see films in camp theatres. 











‘Arsenic’ Menace Gets 


Ribbing At N. Y. Goodbye 


Backstage kidding attended the 
final appearances of Boris Karloff 
and several other principals in 
‘Arsenic and Old Lace’ late last 
week at the Fulton, N. Y. Perhaps 
the best cast laugh came when Kar- 
loff was supposed to make a cur- 
tain appearance by peering at the 
audience from the set’s window seat 
box, but the lid had been nailed 
down, The actors roared, but the 
customers were clipped out of an 
extra giggle. 

John Alexander makes some en- 
trances from second floor reached 
by a ladder at the back of the set- 
ting. Someone removed the ladder 
and for several minutes those on 
stage resorted. to ad-libbing. That 
and other little stunts were con- 
doned by Lindsay & Crouse, who 
produced the show and are adept 
ribbers themselves. After Satur- 
day (27) night’s performance there 
were eats, drinks. 

Karloff. went to the Coast for a 
picture. He will rejoin ‘Arsenic’ in 
Los Angeles, where it cpens August 
17 with virtually ali the others in 
the original cast. Eric Von Stro- 
heim and Laura Hope Crews, who 
were in the road company, went 








into the show in N. Y. Monday (29). 


NON-EQUITY STRAWHAT | 
FOLDS ON PREEM NIGHT 


The Maverick summer stock out- 
fit folded Thursday (25) at Wood- 
stock, N. Y., on the day that it was 
to have opened. It was to have op- 
posed the Woodstock Players, regu- 
lar stock operated by Rovert Elwyn, 
that outfit lighting on the same 
night with ‘Claudia.’ Elwyn’s stock 
in previous seasons fared well. 
Maverick people had money trouble. 

Maverick group was non-Equity, 
those interested admitting they 
couldn’t afford to pay the Equity 
scale. Reported that some of the 
players were stranded, with no idea 
how they would leave the com- 
munity. Last season the spot was 
lighted for a time, opposed to the 
Elwyn stock, but failed. For this 
season people who were with the 
Show Case players, a little theatre 
group, tried to handle it. Jack Wood 
is named as being in charge, with 
F ‘die Phillips the director. 








Strawhat in Hetel Clicks 


Philadelphia, June 30. 

The Bucks County Playhouse 
kicked the lid off the strawhat sea- 
son Friday night (26) with a capacity 
audience (800) crowding the ball- 
réom of the swank Bellevue-Strat- 
ford hotel, where the New Hope 
troupe is ‘holding up’ for the dura- 
tion. 

At first it looked like there would 
be trouble with the musicians and 
stagehands unions. Back in the 
country the Playhouse used only 
canned music, while its props were 
moved, set up and made, by willing 
amateurs and ‘students.’ But in the 
city things were different, impre- 
sario Theron Bamberger found out. 
The musicians argued and won its 
point. Six musicians were hired at 
$47.50 per week each; three stage- 
hands were also placed on the pay- 
roll at $70 a week. 

But the added grosses (the Belle- 
vue ballroom’s capacity more than 
double that of the New Hope Play- 
house)—Bamberge’r hopes—will 
make up the difference needed to 
meet the extra payroll burdens. 

Opening show was ‘Private Lives,’ 
starring Ruth Chatterton and Ralph 
Forbes. The preem brought out 
Philly’s white-tie-and-tail crowd, 
plus a generous sprinkling of Army 
and Navy officers. 

The ballroom was fitted out with 
all the accoutrements of a theatre— 
seats, lights, etc—in less than four 
weeks. A green-bedecked ticket of- 
fice was set up in the hotel lobby. 
There’s a bar in the Clover Room 
adjacent to the ballrcom (it adver- 
tises ‘soft drinks,’ since Pennsy laws 
forbid hard liquor with a theatrical 
enterprise). 





Musical Stock in Hartford 

Musical stock in Hartford is likely, 
s,otted at the Bushnell Auditorium 
this summer. Eddie Scanlon is pro- 
moting the venture. He was stage 
nianager for open air operettas re- 
vived by J. J. Shubert at Jones 
Peach and other spots in previous 
seasons. 4 

Hartford is booming, due to war 
plants. 





Old Mellers in D.C. Hotel 
Washington, June 30. 
Washington’s summer dramg_ is 
now floating out from the 10th floor 
of the Hotel Willard, beginning last 
Thursday night (25). Boniface 
Harry Sommerville has turned over 








his ballroom to Thespis, with the 
opening attraction the old meller, 
‘East Lynne.’ Beer is sold with the 
antique ten-twenty-thirt. 

Company was organized and di- 
rected by Richard Midgeley. Rich- 
ard Irving, Louise Snyder, Jane 
Middleton and Ellen Love are in 
the cast. 

Only July opposition comes from 
the Cross Roads theatre, eight miles 
down in Virginia and on a bus line. 
Latter opened last week with For- 
ney Reese in ‘Papa Is All.’ Leading 
woman, Catherine Ryan, broke her 
ankle day before drama was to 
open. Regina Shigo, script holder, 
stepped into the role created on 
Broadway by Jessie Royce Landis, 





St. L. Civie Theatre Folds 


St. Louis, June 30. 
Civic theatre (strawhatter) in St. 
Louis County is victim of tire ra- 
tioning. Gordon Carter,  triple- 
threat head of the organization who 
booked, directed and designed 
scenery, said the closing this season 
was a ‘war emergency measure.’ 
Located in a portion of adjacent St. 
Louis Courty, accessible only by 
auto, the Civic theatre was readying 
for its fifth season when the plans 

were tossed into the waste basket. 
Carter intended bringing big 
names from N. Y. and Hollywood 





$1,000,000 Pool of Wall St. Angels 
Figures Law of Averages Will Work 





With Matching Pants 





Besides the Wall Streeters in 
Angels, Inc., formed to finance 
shows, several Garment Cen- 
ter big shots, who were in on 
a show or two last season, are 
also in the new outfit. Under- 
stood that around 50% of the 
$1,000,000 pool has already been 
raised, with commitments 
secured for most of the balance. 
Cloak and suit contingent figure 
that their knowledge of ma- 
terials and mass buying will cut 
production costs at least on the 
costume end. 

Angels expects to back 25 pro- 
ductions during the new season. 





Stagehands, Legit 
Mors. Still Apart 
On New Contract 


Although the new stagehands con- 
tract is supposed to be partially op- 
erative, it has not yet been signed 
because certain poinis have not been 
agreed upon by the N. Y. legit man- 
agers, Principally to be ironed out 
are whether the negotiated pay raise 
will be made retroactive to Feb. 1 
and the scale for production shop 
work. Crews have been getting paid 


for more than a month on the basis 
of about 8% over the old scale. Last 
week the factions again huddled and 
some progress was made, but no ful] 
agreement was reached. Matter has 
been set back from time to time 
because of absences, some key man- 
agers being out- of the city, same 
going for union officials when they 
went to Columbus for the annual 
meeting. 

Claim by the union end that the 
pay boost should be retroactive is 
based on the verbal promise of a 
manager last winter, when there 
was no hurry on either side to revise 
the contract. Managers concede 
that such a statement was made, but 
they now explain that at the time 
it was not expected that there would 
be an increase granted. Stagehands 
had sought a 15% raise and made 
other demands which were with- 
drawn. Cne that was tossed out was 
the virtual doubling of crews for 
one-set shows and there was a threat 
of putting the argument into court, 
which promptly steamed up the 
union end. Managers firmly stuck 
to their stand against giving men 
needless jobs. 











Union seeks a $2 per day increase 
for men in the shops, which would 
boost the pay to $14 per day. Man- 
agers offered $1 more and the union 
countered with an okay if the hours 
were cut from seven to six daily. 
That didn’t suit the managers, who 
want the longer time, especially 
when productions are stepped up. 
Men in the shops do not directly 
work for the managers, whose deals 
are made with the shop Owners 


Announcement that a coterie of 
Wall Streeters plan to form a pool 
of $1,000,000 for the purpose of 
financing Broadway shows aroused 
considerable interest in professional 
circles and not a little conjecture 
over the chances of the new group 
to click. Group starts out naively, 
or with some dash of humor, by call- 
ing itself Angels, Inc. If an out- 
sider puts money into a flop he is 
usually alluded to as an ‘angel,’ but 
if it is a hit his status is that of a 
‘backer.’ 


Angels, Inec., was evidently con- 
ceived on the theory that the law 
of averages should ensure success to 
the venture, granted that the invest- 
ments are properly made. Idea that 
there could be a succession of pos- 
sibly 25 failures has been discounted 
on the ground that the record of 
Broadway productions proves other- 
wise. New group evidently has been 
studying figures of the hits of recent 
seasons, in which a number of down- 
town people were investors and 
therefore winners. Known, how- 
ever, that others from the financial 
district didn’t fare so well. 


Few have attempted to strike a 
balance sheet on Broadway seasons, 
fearing there would be so much 
red that backers would be scared 
out. The group in Angels, Inc., don’t 
see it that way and their ideas are 
supported by others in show busi- 
ness, who are prepared to prove just 
the opposite. They contend that the 
successes more than balance the 
losses of the flops. 

That is likely to be correct, for 
picture rights money has accounted 
for substantial profits on some shows 
which fared only mildly at the box- 
office. If the Angels will be as ac- 
tive as claimed, managers in search 
of backing won’t have to cast an 
eye towards Hollywood, which has 
been more or less wary in Broad- 
way investments in recent seasons. 


Won't Produce 


Angels doesn’t intend to go into 
actual producing itself, but ‘will 
finance legitimate and musical pro- 
ductions for recognized producers 
and scripts must be passed upon by 
a board of directors comprised of 
top men of Broadway and Holly- 
wood.’ _ That indicates that newer 
showmen won’t be able to get much 
attention from the Wall Street 
bunch, 

Group is described as a ‘syndi- 
cate of millionaires.’ There are 20 
in Angels and each is to put $50,000 
in the pot. Whether they expect 
to invest all of the coin is not ex- 
plained, but it is assumed that 
Angels is expectant of profits long 
before the bankroll approaches the 
vanishing point. They may make 
their investment rules more elastic, 
too, for during last season a number 
of w.k. managers failed to click, 
while younger showmen came up 
with money shows. 

Hit shows like ‘Father’ and 
|‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ both of 
which have flocks of satisfied back- 
ers, probably inspired angels. Group 
| is headed by Emmanuel M, Cohan, 
| who is connected with Hirsch, 
| Lilienthal & Co., investment house. 
There is no secret to the fact that 
|the stock market’s activities have 
been crimped for years and at vari- 
ous times Wall Street was reported 


(Continued on page 55) 











Union insists, however, that the shop | EQUITY OKAYS BOSTON 


men must be under its rules and 
pay scales. Same situation exists 1n 
scenic studios. 





Abbott Gets Third Of 


AS SUN. LEGIT TOWN 


Boston is now a Sunday town for 
legit shows. Equity acted promptly 





? ] 4 upon the request of the managers, 
Father $ 9836 Estate as earlier indicated. Major stipula- 





Buffalo, June 30. 

George F. Abbott, legit producer 
and playwright, will receive one- 
third ef his father’s $98,500 net es- 
tate, according to the State Tax ap- 
praisals filed in Surrogate’s court 
here last week. 

Abbott, Sr., was a former Erie 
County supervisor and president of 
the Erie County Agricultural So- 
ciety. 





and surround them with local thesps 
during the season. During the past 
four seasons Carter has brought in 
Doris Patson, Philip Merivale, Ian 
Keith, Guy Robertson and Jack 


tion made was that the local stage- 
hands also agree to Sundays without 
additional compensation. 

Understood that the only formal- 
ity now necessary is for a legiter to 
obtain a permit from the Boston 
police head. During the summer 
such performances are not expected 
to be a factor in attendance, for 
there is very little theatre activity 
in the Hub, but starting next season 
shows are expected to be materially 
benefited. 

Last Sunday (28) the first Boston 
legiter was played, it being a stock 
showing of ‘The Watch On The 
Rhine’ at the Majestic. ‘My Sister 
Eileen’ is aiso playing in Boston, but 
made no move to change the regular 





Sheehan for p.a’s and the local | 
strawhatter was one of the most '! 
successful in the midwest. 


routine. Stock layed off Monday 
(29), the one-day layoff weekly be- 
ing an Equity stipulation. 
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Wynn's Vauder, $21,000, ‘Garter’, 166 
In 5 Shows, B’way’s Newest Clicks 





Rain just before curtain time sev- 
eral days last week helped the box 
offices and was a factor in very 
good Saturday afternoon attendance. 
New arrivals were well received, 
and both ‘Star and Garter’ and 
‘Laugh, Town, Laugh’ will be with 
the gross leaders.- List will be fur- 
ther strengthened this week by 
‘This Is the Army’ and ‘Stars on 
Ice.’ 

Estimates for Last Week 

Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
M (Musical), O (Overetta). 

‘Angel Street,’ Golden (29th week) 
(D-789; $3.30). Rated over $9,500 
last week, when business was bet- 
ter in most spots, contrary to ex- 
pectations. 

‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ Fulton 
(75th week) (CD-838: $3.30). Boris 
Karloff and other leads out of cast, 
but not expected to dent the en- 
gagement; moved upward to better 
than $12,000. 

‘Best Foot Forward,’ 
(M-1,104; $4.40). Final and 40th 
week; was slated to stay through 
summer, but business dropped te 
around $14,000, which is hardly 
enough here; announced to relight 
late in August; for short time and 
then the road. 

‘Blithe Spirit,’ Booth (34th week) 
(CD-712; $3.30). Doing better than 
most straight shows and still operat- 
ing to a profit; $11,590. 

‘Broken Journey,’ Miller (lst 
week) (CD-940; $3.30). Press was 
hardly satisfactory, nor was busi- 
ness after premiere: first seven per- 
formances (Tuesday start) ap- 
proached $4,000; may stay for pos- 
sible picture rights. 

‘By Jupiter,’ Shubert (4th week) 
(M-1,325; $4.40). Rated the top 
grosser now, with last week’s take 
quoted at $28,000, a figure approxi- 
mated by one or two other musicals. 

‘Guest In the House,’ Plymouth 
(18th week) (CD-1,057; $3.30). Has 
bettered a four-month stay to mod- 
erate coin; claimed to have gone up 
somewhat; $7,500 estimated. 


‘It Happens on Ice,’ Center (M- 
3,175; $1.65). Presented by Sonja 
Henie and Arthur M. Wirtz; earlier 
editions of rink revue in Radio City 
spot made great showing; opens 
Thursday (2). : 

‘Junior Miss,’ Lyceum (34th week) 
(CD-1,004; $3.30). Riding along to 
substantial business, though under 
the levels of earlier months; moved 
up somewhat last week to $13,500; 
best money among straight shows. 

‘Life With Father,’ Empire (137th 
week) (C-1,082; $3.30). Holding its 
own and will doubtless play into 
next season; rated around $11.500 
again last week: one road company 


Barrymore 


Still playing on Coast. 
‘Let’s Face It,’ Imperial (35th 
week) (M-1,450: $4.40). Eased off 


but still up with the leaders, with 
takings around $25,500 last week: 
stated to make very good profit at 
that figure. 

‘My Sister Eileen,’ Biltmore (79th 
week) (CD-891; $3.30). Comedy 
making a profit both ways right 
along even at moderate money; up 
Slightly; nearly $8,000. 

‘Sons o’ Fun,’ Winter Garden (30th 
week) (CD-1,519: $4.40). Claimed 
close to $28,000; former front zross 
runner has competition as to leader- 
ship from ‘Star and Garter’ and ‘By 
Juviter,’ 

‘Star and Garter,’ Music Box (1st 
week) (R-1,012; $4.40). Opened 
Wednesday (24) last week and in 
first five performances got $16,000, 
or slightly more; if opening pace is 
maintained new revue will approxi- 
mate SRO $26,000 this week. 

‘Uncle Harry,’ Broadhurst (5th 
week) (D-1.142; $3.30). Doing very 
well for late arriving meller, which 
got about $10,500; if that pace is 
held, will span summer. 

Added 

‘This Is The Army,’ Broadway (R- 
1,942; $4.40). Revue conceived by 
Irving Berlin; players entirely Army 














for Army 
Saturday 


men; four-week date 
Emergency Fund opens 
(4). 

‘Claudia,’ St. James (return en- 
gagement) (5th week) (C-1,520; 
$1.65). Engagement again extended 
and repeater may play through July; 
including the original date, will give 
500th performance Saturday (4) 
afternoon. 

Vaude-Revues 

‘Laugh, Town, Laugh,’ Alvin (1,- 
357; $2.20). Straight vaudeville 
show with Ed Wynn got off to fine 
start and in first seven days got 
close to $21,000; only Sunday after- 
noon performances were off. 

‘Priorities of 1942,’ 46th St. (14th 
week) (1,347; $2.20). Indications are 
for summer stay; business holding 
up to profitable proportions, with 
last week's takings not much under 
$18,500. 

Revivals 

‘Porgy and Bess,’ Majestic (23rd 
week) (M-1,774; $2.75). Holds its 
spot as one of the most successful 
revivals in years; went up a bit last 
week, when takings approximated 
$17,500. 

‘Chocolate Soldier,’ Carnegie Hall 
(M-2,760; $2.20). First legiter in this 
spot had promising start; slated for 
two weeks but a third likely; built 
to capacit RY Saturday night; 
very good $20,400 starting pace. 


Eileen’, $9,000, 
‘Rhine’, 86, OK at 
Hub Pop Prices 


Boston, June 30. 

‘My Sister Eileen’ continued a 
healthy gait in its fourth week at the 
Colonial and remains for one or 
more extra frames. ‘Watch on 
Rhine’ had a fairly good opening 
week and is in the Majestic for an 
indef run. Both shows are playing 
at pop-price scale. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘My Sister Eileen,’ Colonial (4th 
week) (1,650; $1.65). Came through 
with $9,000 for fourth week, despite 
handicap of summer weather. Looks 
good for two more. 

‘Watch on Rhine,’ 
week) (1,600; $1.65). Showed pleas- 
ing summer strength in its opening 
week of an indefinite stand; copped 
$8,000. Played Sunday performance 
(28) to start off current week, skip- 
ping Monday performance. 








Majestic (1st 





Murray-Gilbert’s Newest 
L. A. 2-a-Day Vaude N. G. 
$7,500 in First Week 


Hollywood, June 30. 

Ken Murray-Billy Gilbert two-a- 
day vaude under tag of ‘Blackouts 
of 1942’ is the latest addition to the 
local stage field, opening the newly 
refurbished and renamed El Capitan 
Wednesday night (24) and heading 
for poor $7,500. Weekday matinees 





are poor and management may 
switch to daily seven and nine 
o’clock night shows, eliminating 


mats three performances Saturdays 
and Sundays. 

Fred Finklehoffe’s ‘Show Time’ 
vaude at the Biltmore, with George 
Jessel, Jack Haley, Ella Logan and 
De Marcos in top-billing, is hitting 
$16,000 third week for slight profit. 
Unit stays total of four-and-a-half 
weeks, closing July 11 to move to 

















“THE MAN WHO CAME TO DINNER’ 
“YOU'RE IN THE ARMY NOW" 
WARNER BROS. 
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the Curran, San Francisco, for in- 
| definite run. ‘Arsenic and Old Lace’ 
|is dated to oven the Biltmore on 
Aug. 17 to inaugurate fall season. 

Twelfth week of ‘Life with Father’ 
at the small-capacity Hollywood 
Music Box maintained profitable 
| Stride with $11,500 take. Play is 
| slated to close July 4, but closing ads 
may generate sufficient biz to carry 
it through another session. 





Volland Bankrupt 


St. Louis, June 30. 

Victor H. Volland, formerly presi- 
dent of Volland Scenic Studios that 
constructed stage sets for large mid- 
western theatres, last week filed a 
voluntary petition n bankruptcy in 
U. S. District Court here, listing as- 
i sets of $3,000 and liabilities of $26,- 
| 134.31 

Chief among the secured claims 
was a $3,000 mortgage on personal 
property at the studios, being held 
by a Minneapolis scenery firm. Vol- 
;}land is now employed as a $57-a- 
| week foreman at the small arms am- 
munition plant in St. Louis. 








| Plays on Broadway | 
STAR AND GARTER 


Revue in two acts, 21 scenes, produced by 
Michael Todd; staged and lighted by Has- 
sard Short; features Bobby Clark, Gypsy 
tose Lee and Prof. Lamberti; dances by 
Al White, Jr.; settings by Harry Horner; 
costumes by Irene Sharaff; orchestra con- 
ducted by Raymond Sinatra. Opened at 
Music Box, N. Y., June 24, "42; $6.60 open- 
ing, $4.40 thereafter. 
£2 Gypsy Rose Lee, Bobby Clark, Prof. 





Lamberti, Joe Lyons, Gil Maison, Pat Har- 
rington, Juanita Rios, Georgia Sothern, 
Eppy (Tiny) Pearson, Billy Skipper, Kate 
Friedlich, LaVerne Lupton, Wayne & Mar- 
tin, Hudson Wonders (2), Marjorie Knapp, 
Frank Price, Richard Rober, Leticia, Car- 


rie Finnell. Dancing Girls: Sunny Wright, 
Puddy Smith, Frances Hammond, Virginia 
Howe, Terry Lasky, Lorraine Latham, 
Janice Wallace, June Powers, Ruthe Reid, 
Jo Ann Flanagan, June MacLaren, Mimi 
Berry, Charlotte Lorraine, Betty Lee, 
Gloria Anderson, Margaret Kayes, Show 
Girls: June Sitarr, Andrea Mann, Helene 
Hudson, Audrey Westphal, Cynthia Cav- 
anaugh, Lyna Powers, Adele Jurgens, Iris 


Marshall, Mary Lawrence, Ruth Josephs. 
Singers: Helen Price, Nina Dean, Carol 
Deis, Bob Lenn, Helen McCartney, Bill 


Marel, Richard Finney, Lipman Dukat, 





Girls and lyrics, undressed and 
dirty in a Tiffany setting, are the 
boxoffice ingredients of ‘Star and 
Garter,’ Michael Todd’s answer to 
the $4.40 possibilities in burlesque. 
It’s bawdy and racy, lusty and sexy, 
an excursion into the double-en- 
tendre (sometimes it’s just singleness 
of thought) that will draw a large 
clientele. 

It has the one notable shortcom- 
ing, however, that’s been native to 
burlesque ever since the late Sam 


Scribner scrapped the Columbia 
wheel. And that’s in the comedy 
department, where Bobby Clark 


evidently pulled out the wrong file. 
The Freres Minsky took comedy and 
made it merely a stage wait between 
strippers; that wasn’t Todd’s purpose, 
but that’s the way it turned out. 
Especially in the first half, in which 
two sketches, “That Merry Wife of 
Windsor’ and ‘In the Malamute Sa- 
loon,’ are embarrassing duds. In the 
latter portion, with ‘Robert the Roue’ 
and a modern version of Irish Jus- 
tice titled ‘Aired in Court,’ Clark 
looks more like the great comic he 
is, but by that time the comedy no 
longer counts. It has become a mat- 
ter of the production, the“girls, the 
blue lyrics, the bumps and Carrie 
Finnell’s chestmania. 

Fortunately for the boxoffice, the 
over-all production, probably the 
best revue-decor job seen on Broad- 
way in 10 years, pulls up by the 
bootstraps all the other shortcom- 
ings. The fact that there are two 
acrobatic acts and one animal turn 
in the first half would ordinarily be 
murder in a $4.40 show, albeit ap- 
plause socks, with those two sketches 
added -poison. In the second half 
there are still more acrobats, in the 
person of the fine drunk act of Frank 
and Jean Hubert and the comedy- 
adagio Lynn, Royce and Vanya, but 
the fates are evidently on Todd’s 
side, for the trio gets over despite 
a next-to-closing position that’s all 
out of proportion to their impor- 
tance. And they were only recently 
seer on Broadway in Eddie Cantor’s 
‘Banjo Eyes’ and the picture houses. 

For that matter, the Huberts, Gil 
Maison’s animal turn, with a ver 
funny monk that’s allergic to Fran 
Buck’s monicker; Wayne and Marlin, 
fine slow-motion hand-to-hand acro- 
bats, and the click Hudson Wonders, 
two femme acrobatic dancers, are 
also familiar faces in the N. Y. vaud- 
filmers. That Todd is getting away 
with them in a legit production only 
points up the excellence of their 
surroundings and the public’s na- 
tural gravitation to spice. 

Todd spent close to $100,000 dress- 
ing this revue and the production 
shows it. There are no original 
tunés in the show aside from the 
specials. Two old pops are also 
used, i. e., Irving Berlin’s ‘The Girl 
on the Police Gazette,’ from the ‘On 
the Avenue’ filmusical, and ‘Blues in 
the Night,” the Johnny Mercer- 
Harold Arlen click from a Warner 
Bros. film of the same title. An- 
other oldie is ‘Robert the Roue,’ a 
special song by Jimmy McHugh and 
Al Dubin authored for Bobby Clark 
in ‘Streets of Paris’ three years ago. 
Todd, however, isn’t helping Mc- 
Hugh’s vanity by billing the song- 
writer as ‘Frank McCue.’ 

For ‘Girl on the Police Gazette,’ 
scenic designer Harry Horner de- 
vised a smash reproduction of an 
old burley theatre, including a run- 
way, that permits a gorgeous frame 
for Gypsy Rose Lee’s’ gorgeous 
frame. The number is well sung by 
a kid tenor, Frank Price. 

Horner also went to town 
scenically for ‘Bumps in the Ballet,’ 
by Irving Gordon, Alan Roberts 
and Jerome Brainin; the Al Still- 
man-Dorival Caymmi special, ‘Bra- 
zilian Nuts,’ show's finale featuring 
nifty Juanita Rios, who makes it 
quickly evident that the nuts she’s 
selling don’t grow on trees: ‘Don’t 
Take on More Than You Can Do,’ 
also by Gordon, Roberts and Brain- 
in, which permits Carrie Finnell her 
unique bosom exercise in a sumptu- 
ous harem scene, and the colorful 
opening, ‘Star and Garter Girls,’ 
by Jerry Seeleén and Lester Lee, 
which gives the show a rousing 
start. 

Equal to the scenic job is the cos- 
tuming by Irene Sharaff, some. of 
the dress and undress effects on the 





(Continued on page 55) 





Inside Stuff—Legit 


—— 





New secret vote rule which Equity 


proposes adopting, covering activities 


of actors outside of regular engagements, may not often be invoked, but 


Equityites believe it should be available for the benefit of members. 


Idea 


comes from the differences between Maurice Evans and five principals over 
the star’s reputed arbitrary ‘request’ that they appear at Camp Meade in 


‘Macbeth’ several weeks ago. 


The quintet did not play the camp, but put their case up to Equity on 
the ground that their patriotism might be questioned. They were up- 


held. 


It appears that Evans insisted that all in the company say ‘yes’ or 


‘no’ whether they would play Meade, and the affected actors took the 
attitude that they were put on the spot. 
Proposed rule will stipulate that if a majority in any company votes 


to play an outside date, or participate in activities not covered by their 
contracts, all must abide by the decision—except those who do not choose 


to vote. 


Players can slip in blanks and will not be bound. 


Evans, who became a U. S. citizen last October, proposes to play a num- 
ber of army camps next season with Shakespearean repertory, but such 
dates must precede or follow regularly booked dates, unless he assumes 
liability for salaries set forth in the contracts. Equity has ruled against 
any procedure of mixing road dates and camp appearances, which call for 
virtually minimum pay or gratis appearances. 





Status of the 1.0.U.’s held by seven principals who were in ‘High 
Kickers’ is to be decided by arbitration, but it will be some time before 
the cases are heard, as George Jessel is on the Coast in “Show Time,’ 
a vaudeville show. Claims are against Jessel and the corporation which 
owned ‘Kickers.’ Star contends the money from the players was loaned 
by them to keep ‘Kickers’ going outside of N. Y., but they indicate that 
they accepted less pay with the expectation of being reimbursed before 


or when the show closed. 


The balance of the money to guarantee salaries reverted to Val Ernie, 
who put up the coin and is therefore not involved in the arbitration. If 


the players win awards Jessel would be personally liable. 


Ernie put up 


$12,000, of which Equity was given $6,487 to pay off the company for the 
final week. Balance of $5,513 went to Ernie, less legal fees. 1.0.U.’s amount 


to $4,215. 





Frank Mandel (Schwab & Mandel), who aims a comeback on Broad- 
way, will shortly start readying ‘V for Vickie,’ a farce which will be his 
first solo managerial offering. His staff will be headed by Ernest McCauley, 
who, however, will act mainly in an advisory capacity. McCauley was in 
the boxoffice and managed the 46th Street, N. Y., during the runs of 
‘Good News’ and ‘Follow Thru,’ produced there by Laurence Schwab and 


Mandel. 


McCauley continues as house manager of the 46th Street, where ‘Priori- 


ties’ is spotted, 





Vinton Freedley returned after five weeks in Hollywood, during which 


time he ‘went to school to learn the picture business.’ 


Whatever little dif- 


ference there was between the manager and Danny Kaye, star of ‘Let’s 
Face It,’ Imperial, N. Y., over conflicting statements about the show lay- 


ing off for a month, was quickly dissipated. 


Comedian is said to have 


explained that he ‘went off the handle’ and regretted that anything was 


made out of it. 


Exact date of the layoff, slated for August, has not been definitely set. 
Freedley plans returning to the Coast in the fall. 





Milton Hale succeeds Daniel J. Maloney, not Harold J. Kennedy, as 


executive director of the Springfield, Mass., Playgoers. 


Hale handled 


publicity for Kennedy when latter ran Amherst Drama festival, 





‘HIT THE DECK’ GETS 
$3,500 PREEM IN ST. L. 


St. Louis, June 30. 


Vincent Youman’s ‘Hit the Deck,’ 
presented for the first time in the 
Municipal Theatre Ass’n alfresco the- 
atre in Forest Park, began a one- 
week stand last night (Monday). 
Seasonal weather and new faces 
lured out a near-capacity opening 
night mob that grossed approximate- 
ly $3,500. 

Lee Dixon, comedian and terpser, 
who scored in ‘Rosalie’ and ‘On Your 
Toes’ in the open-air playhouse in 
recent seasons, is back, co-starring 
with Evelyn Wyckoff, who already 
has clicked in ‘Irene’ and ‘Sally,’ and 
both won the mob. Sue Ryan, come- 
dienne; Virginia’ Bolen and Ray 
Mayer, flicker-stage comedian, scored 
in their local bows. 


In support are Lorraine Bridges, Al 
Downing, Jeanne Hempel, John 
Tyers, Vincent Vernon and Frederic 
Persson. The Stuart Morgan Dancers 
and the Debonnairs clicked with 
their dance routines. 

Huge stage enabled Watson Bar- 
ratt to erect a section of a battleship 
on an exact scale— gun turrets 10 
feet high and gun muzzles 22 inches 
in diameter—for one of the most 
eye-filling sets ever presented in the 
anfresco house. With recruiting for 
the Coast Guard under way during 
the current week, management per- 
mitting John Paul Jones, district 
bandmasier for the Coast Guard, to 
lead the customers in the singing of 
the national anthem at the start of 
each performance. 

One-week engagement of ‘Song of 
the Flame,’ in which Bob Lawrence, 
Marthe Errolle and Wilbur Evans 
won the crix and customers, wound 
up Sunday (28) with fair b.o. ac- 
tivity. Two rainy nights scared off 
customers, but no performance was 
lost and piece crossed estimated 
$31,000. 








Jobn Dudley, Met tenor, opens his 
fall concert tour with six dates in 
Canada, opening in New Brunswick 
Oct. 12. He is booked for 15 dates 
to the Met opening and then picks 
up his tour at the close of the Met 
season, 


LADIES, 317,000, 
STILL BIG IN Chl 


Chicago, June 30. 


‘Headliners of °'42’ closed Satur- 
day (27) after two and a half weeks 
in the Grand Opera House. ‘My Sis- 
ter Eileen’ continues brightly in the 
Harris at $1.65 top. The big noise 
is ‘Good Night Ladies,’ which looks 
to keep going strong enough to cele- 
brate New Year’s Eve in town, 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Good Night Ladies,’ Blackstone 
(llth. week) (1,200; $2.75).—Israel 
Slavin has borrowed and installed 
a big cooling system for the house, 
and now the joint hasn’t any worry, 
except where to put all the people. 
Again powerful at $17,000. 

‘Headliners of ’42,’ Grand (3d and 
final week) (1,200; $2.75).—What 
should have been a big success and 
money-maker washed out after less 
than three weeks and _ possibly 
ruined the town for any future two- 
a-day shows. Finished up on clos- 
ing notice to $14,000. 

‘My Sister Eileen,’ Harris (6th 
week) (1,000; $1.65)—Going along 
pleasantly at its lower rates an 
figures to continue for some time, 
Got $8,500. 





‘ 


MARCUS GIRL SHOW 
N. G. $8,500 IN S. F. 


San Francisco, June 30. 

‘Varieties of 1942,’ an A. B. Mar- 
cus girl show, failed to draw the 
soldiers and sailors in the numbers 
expected, at the reopened Tivoli the- 
atre, and, unless business picks up, 
the production is doomed to fold this 
week, 

‘Life With Father,’ on the other 
hand, ended its 12-week run at the 
Geary at a booming level. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Life With Father,’ Geary (1,500; 
$2.75) (2th wk). The _ receipts 
zoomed back close to $17,000 on the 
finale, 

‘Varieties of 1942,’ Tivoli (1,590; 
$1.10) (ist wk). They don’t know 
how to figure out the failure of this 
one, which, at bargain prices, grossed 











only $8,500. 
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et Broadway 


Charles Coburn visiting between 
pictures, 

Buck Crouse has _ infected 
schnozzle. 

MCA prexy Jules C. Stein back to 
the Coast. 


Martin Gabel rejected by Army 
for defective vision. 

Cafe men have ruled out Saratoga 
this August; no petrol. ute 

Eddie Elkort of Chi MCA in town 
to line up acts for Chi cafes. 

Memorial services for Joey Keith 
held at Actors Synagogue Friday 


(26). are 

Billy Stein, MCA v.p., hospitalized 
again. Going to a nursing home 
later. 

Dick Thruelesen, Satevepost asso- 
ciate ed, enlisting as a private in the 
Army. 

John Moroney, counsel for the In- 
terstate circuit, returned to Dallas 
Monday (29). } : 

J. Cheever Cowdin, chairman of 
Universal, due in from the Coast 
early next week. Po. 

Jay Faggen is publicist for Angels, 
Inc., Wall Street group formed to 
back legit shows. 

Al Weiner of the Ritz-Carlton, 
Boston, contemplating taking over a 
swank N, Y. hostelry. 

Harry M. Warner, in the east a 
couple of months, returned to Holly- 
wood over the weekend. 

Jewish Theatrical Guild’s annual 
services for Sam H. Harris on Fri- 
day (3) at the Guild chapel. 

Broadway publicist Ezra Goodman 
en route to the Warner Bros. studio 
flackery to do special features. 

Nate Goldstein, operator of Mas- 
sachusetts theatres for Paramount, 
was in town during the past week. 

Bette Davis heading east immedi- 
ately upon completion of ‘Watch On 
the Rhine,’ on war bond selling tour, 

Hugh Marlowe will succeed Wal- 
ter Coy, an army recruit, when ‘Lady 
in the Dark’ starts its road tour this 
fall. 

Charles Pettijohn, until recently 
general counsel of the Hays office, 
suffering a recurrence of an old stom- 
ach ailment. 

Al Altman, Metro’s eastern talent 
scout, and the Mrs. to Colorado 
Springs for a three-week vacation 
in the Rockies. 

Robert L. Stephens, ex-radio edi- 
tor of N. Y. Post and currently day 
picture editor of that sheet, joining 
the Tom Fizdale flackery. 

A plaque containing the names of 
more than 50 Par employees who 
have gone into the service has been 
prepared by the Par Pep club. 

Metro producer Arthur Freed and 
scripter Irv Brecher 0.0.ing all the 
shows, including ‘Best Foot For- 
ward,’ which they’re to do next for 
M-G. Back west this week. 

Ex-Paris radio producer, Ed Conne, 
and his bride, Jane Weeks, young 
Coast stage actress whom Metro just 
tested, in town. She may do a Broad- 
way play. 

Irving Asher, who clippered to 
London, will try and snag Vivian 
Leigh to play opposite Robert Donat 
in his first Metro assignment in 
‘Sabotage Agent.’ 

W. C. Gehring, 20th-Fox central 
division manager, back from swing 
around exchanges in his division as 
well as a visit to Canadian div head- 
quarters at Toronto. 

Park Central Roof reopens on Mon- 
days—usually the ‘off’ night—and a 
$1-per-person tariff for complete din- 
ner and show will obtain for service 
men and their friends. 

; Jack Whiting, turned legitimate in 

Arsenic and Old Lace,’ returns to 
musieals and has a singing lead in 
the new George Abbott show, 
skedded for September. 

Walter Johnson, radio manager of 
MCA in Bevhills, east with Jean 
Hershoit on a Screen Actors Guild 
radio show. Dickering with the Du- 
pont people in Wilmington. 


Paulette Goddard has purchased | 


the Burgess Meredith 
Spring Valley, N. Y., and will make 
it her permanent home: commuting 
to Hollywood for screen work. 

Bunny Waters, one of the better 
known showgirl beauts on Broad- 
way, 1s studying stenography, etc., at 
Cape Cod Secretarial School, Hyan- 
nis, Mass., with an eye to a. busi- 
ness career. 

Herbert Jacoby folds his Ruban 
Bleu for the summer, and a new 
Broadway newcomer to the nitery 
field, for July 4 weekend debut, is 
Mother Kelly's, on the site of the 
Beachcomber. 

Harold M. Goldblatt, theatrical at- 
torney, weds his former sec, Dorothy 


“Schiffman, in Mt. Vernon next Sun- 


day (5). It’s his second, her first 
marriage. She’s theatre owner Frank 
Schiffman’s sister. 

Stanley Woolf’s Arena Players 
(sans curtain, ete.) hold forth this 
Summer for Walter Jacobs at the 


‘ Lake Tarleton Club playhouse, Pike, 


N. H., doing repertory. 
Accent on Youth.’ 

Down Under Restaurant, in Rocke- 
feller Center, is the latest in the 
Union News Co.’s string of eateries, 
due for July 14 debut. Emphasis on 
our Australian allies’ cuisine, a Kan- 
8aroo Room cocktailery, etc. 

Allen Scott remaining in Washing- 
ton, researching on a Red Cross film 
for Paramount (Mark Sandrich) pro- 
duction, but the latter’s back in N. Y., 
huddling with Irving Berlin on Par’s 
‘ilmization of ‘This Is the Army.’ 

Gertrude Lawrence, now enjoying 


Open with 


a summer layoff at her recently pur- 
chased Cape Cod home, is looking 
for a mystery melodrama to perform 
at the Cape Playhouse for the Amer- 
ican Theatre Wing War Service, Inc. 
Probably no greater excitement 
about a Broadway preem than the 
keyed interest in Irving Berlin’s ‘This 
Is the Army,’ debuting next Saturday 
(4) at the Broadway. The ‘Uncle 
Sam presents billing in the ads is 
quite a kicker to the show bunch. 





By Leslie Harris 





Stanley Twins into Bali club. 

Bill Jordan’s Bar of Music has 
reopened. 

Myrna Loy and groom John Hertz, 
Jr., still a sunnin’ locally. 

Clover club due for return en- 
gagement, but minus show. 

Perry Lafferty, former CBS pro- 
ducer, serving in same slot on Of- 
ficers Training School local radio 
t show. ; 

Edward Kelly, former stage man- 
ager of Radio City Music Hall, now 
a drill instructor with replacement 
center. 

Frolics club may be turned into 
dance hall if present plans go 
through. 

Tom Jefferson, Paramount pub- 
licity manager here, will marry Lou 
Hehr this week. 

Lt. Larry Cotten, formerly with 
Horace Heict’s band, is serving as 
instructor with Officers Training 
School here. 

Pvt. Herman Rodriguez paying re- 
turn visit to Miami. Last time here 
he was leading band at Frolics club 
as Nano Rodriguez. 

Considerable concern expressed 
here over possibility of army officials 
ordering a 12 p.m., closing for all 
nitery activity on beach. 


Atlantic City 


By Mildred Carter 








Warner theatre on Boardwalk 
opens Friday (3). 

Elephant Cafe, resort landmark, 
opened for season Saturday (27). 

Paradise Cafe, one of oldest nit- 
eries here, opened for 29th season 
Friday (26). 

Charlie Morano will produce 
shows to feature TK 9 Club, which 
opens Thursday (2). Izzy Parzow 
is Manager. 

Kids admitted to Stanley theatre 
special showing Friday (26) for half 
pound or more old rubber brought 
big response. 

Seaside theatre at Somers Point 
leased and opened by Joseph E. 
Elicker, former yublic relations di- 
rector of the Bahamas. 

Ina Ray Hutton, Johnny Long, 
Herby Woods and Reg Kehoe bands 
played weekend bill at Hamid’s Pier 
Tony Pastor scheduled for Fourth of 
July weekend. 

Larry Hart at. Ritz Carlton work- 
ing on script of his new show, “The 
Snark was a Boojun,’ to be pro- 
duced in Fall. Play is an ‘Alice in 
Wonderland’ theme. 

George D. Tyson continuing plans 
for ‘Icecapades’ to open in Conven- 
tion Hall. Col. Frederick W. Ott 


the auditorium, the army will not 
prevent the ice show at this time. 
Enoch Light band ends stay at 
Steel Pier Monday (5). Charlie Bar- 
net arives Sunday for one day and 
Barney Rapp begins indefinite en- 
gagement Wednesday (1). Benny 
Goodman heads the Saturday and 





estate at) 


Sunday holiday program. 
Bucks County, Pa. 


Emile Gauvreau working on a new 
| book at his Point Pleasant house. 

| Mary Logan, sister of Joshua, has 
acquired farm near Springtown. 

| Danny Kaye weekending with 
|Moss Hart and discussing possibili- 
ties for new musical after he fin- 
lishes ‘Leave It to Me’ tour and 
i screen chores. 

i Haila Stoddard back at _ her 
| Springtown, Pa.. farm with new 
baby boy; her second child. Jack 
| Kirkland, her spouse, is writing a 
|!new play for her. 

Harry Franck polished off his 29th 
| tome last week, ‘Rediscovering South 
America, and has vre-enlisted in 
Army Intelligence. Was commis- 
sioned a Major in Air Corps, Harry, 
Jr., now in Army tank corps, train- 
ing on West Coast. 

Eugene Loring’s Dance Players, 
which have established summer 
quarters at Spencer House in New 
Hope, will stage preems of two new 
ballets, ‘The Duke of Sacramento’ 
and ‘The Invisible Wife,’ at Phillip’s 
Mill here next month. Company 
of 18 now rehearsing. Mrs. Win- 
throp Palmer is* bankrolling ven- 
ture. 

The Hartmans to be guests at sub- 
scription-selling tea at McCarter 
theatre, Princeton, today ‘Wednes- 
day), where they open season for 
Richard Skinner next week (July 
8) in ‘Tonight at 8:30. Staff for 
Skinner includes Billie Miles, di- 
rector: John Fearnley, stage mana- 
ger; John Ireys, assistant stage man- 





ager, and Johannes Larsen, scene 
designer. 


stated that even with taking over | 


London 


Lucan and McShane considering 
doing a show in the West End. 

Jack Payne has signatured Jean 
Williams, aged 14, on long-term con- 
tract. 

Alfred Esdaile has put Eric Woll- 
heim in charge of his Witcomb 
vaudeville agency. 

Jack Edge quit work for a couple 
of weeks to be near his spouse, who 
is ill in Blackpool. 

Phineas Balcon, brother of Michael 
Balcon, promoted from Pilot Officer 
to Flight Lieutenant. 

Jack Doyle and wife, Movita, now 
have their own nite spot which they 
call the Swizzle Stick. 

Charles Clore has bought Richards, 
firm of American gown shops, which 
recently went into liquidation. 

Lou Jackson's father recently went 
through cataract operation on both 
his eyes; it did not prove successful. 

British Broadcasting Corp. has 
thumbed down sobbie ballads, which 
is giving Tin Pan Alley a new head- 
ache. 

Van Stratten band, for 10 years at 
Quaglino’s restaurant, has opened at 
Piccadilly restaurant, replacing Nor- 
man Cole. 

Sir Harry Lauder will not give any 
concerts to the troops or war work- 
ers unless he is promised there will 
be no admission charge. 

In the Signal Regiment of the 
Royal Artillery for the last 18 
months, Harry Lowe, the agent, is 
out of hospital after nine months. 

Naughton and Gold being offered 
parts in Tom Arnold’s ‘DuBarry Was 
a Lady,’ but had to turn them down 
due to previous pantomime commit- 
ment. 

Marylene Harris, daughter of Ma- 
rion Harris, who has been entertain- 
ing the troops in Cairo since Decem- 
ber, is returning to America via 
Egypt. ‘ 

Morris Aza, nephew of Gracie 
Fields, has left Gaumont-British 
Pictures and joined British National 
Pictures as assistant director to John 
Baxter. 

Box, Cox and Roberts, writers of 
‘When the Poppies Bloom Again,’ 
have new number, “Tears in Cham- 
pagne,’ which has been bought by 
Southern Music Co. 

Peter Bernard told to stand by for 
the Vic Oliver part in ‘Get a Load 
of This,’ the Hippodrome musical, as 
soon as the American is ready to 
take a week’s holiday. 

Kenneth and Alan Hall, owners of 
Quality Inn, and Charles Forsythe 
(‘Seamon and Farrell), throwing 
bachelors’ party to Major Walter J. 
Currie at the Dorchester hotel on the 
eve of his marriage to Gabrielle 
Brune. 

Dorothy Carless, after two years 
with Geraldo, has quit and now 
working in an , er vaudeville 
unit. Beryl vis, daughter of 
Harry Davis, joint owner of Oscar 
Rabin band, has replaced her with 
Geraldo. 

American Overseas Artists, Ltd., 
formed here, with Ben Lyon prez, 
and Charles Forsythe, honorary sec- 
retary, give their first all-American 
concert to American troops here 
July 5 at London Palladium, not 
Palace, as originally anticipated. 

New Max Bacon vaude act, which, 
besides Bacon, comprises Sam 
Browne, Gloria Brent, formerly Jack 
Payne’s crooner, and Maudie Ed- 
| wards, has already been booked for 
|six months, although act is just re- 
hearsing. Opening date is sometime 
in July, at Blackpool. 

British Lion Films cabled Repub- 
lic Pictures for permission to change 
title of ‘Heart of Rio Grande,’ which 
gets its West End premiere at Lon- 
don Pavilion, to ‘Deep in the Heart 
of Texas.’ Change not likely, as 
understood here Universal Pictures 
has pic with ‘Texas’ title. 
| Associated British Film Distribu- 
}tors, formerly part of Associated 
|Talking Pictures, which was taken 
lover by Ben Henry when he quit 
latter organization, is folding, with 
Henry going over to Columbia Pic- 
jtures, with which he’s already asso- 
lciated in the George "ormby pic- 
|tures. He's bringing with him Vera 
Lynn 











Mexico City 
¥ Douglas L. Grahame 


Clasa, biggest local pic studio, is 
| installing two more stages to meet 
production demands. 

Celia Trevino, ace Mexican violin- 
ist, who recently returned from the 
U. S. has opened a teaching academy 
here. 


Josefina Escobedo doubling as pic 
j}actress and radio singer. She’s 
' warbling at local station XEOY, the 
newest here. 


Mago Septien, sports chronicler, 
giving a semi-weekly 15-minute pro- 
gram, ‘The March of Sports,’ at lo- 
cal radio station XEQ. 

Alejandro Cianguerotti, dramatic 
actor, and his wife, Mercedes Soler, 
of the Solers, ‘the Barrymores of 
Mexico,’ parents of a boy. 

Virginia Fabregas, veteran dra- 
matic actress, has started Central 
American tour in Guatemala City. 
She has company of selected Mexi- 
can players. 

Conchita Martinez, Spanish 
dancer-singer, was feted by Mexi- 





can entertainers at her farewell to 








Mexico. She’s gone to New York, 
where she has several bookings. 

Lucilla Balzareti, newspaper and 
mag pic crick, heads the publicity 
department of Jesus Grovas, film 
producer, who has launched a drive 
for the Latin-American market. 

Paco Sierra, top Mexican grand 
opera tenor, has signed for a series 
of 24 30-minute semi-weekly con- 
certs sponsored by Empresa Steele, 
local watch distributors, over radio 
station XEW here. 

Gabriej Figuerora, ace camera- 
man, has been commissioned captzin 
in the militia, with the National 
Cinematgraphic Workers Union has 
organized and is training daily in 
the National Stadium here. 


Washington 


Sidney Lust’s Hippodrome theatre 
getting a face lifting. 

Jeffrey Lynn, now a private at 
nearby Fort Belvoir, spends his fur- 
loughs watching the downtown films. 

George Marshall's Redskins can’t 
get hotel accommodations for train- 
ing. Will shop around and rent a 
house. 

Corinne Cohan, daughter of Joe 
Cohan of 20th Century sales staff, 
joined the Roxyette line at the Earle 
theatre. 

Glen Echo Park, Starlight roof. at 
Rogers Smith hotel and Shoreham 
Terrace suspended due to all-night 
blackout. 

Calling off Fourth of July public 
celebration here okay by theatres. 
Releases at least 25,000 potential 
ticket buyers. 

Cass Canfield, president of Har- 
per’s publishing house, new chief of 
European division, Bureau of Eco- 
nomic Warfare. 

Six-foot sailfish, souvenir of Flo- 
rida angling, now adorns Carter 
Barron’s division headquarters at 
Loew's Capitol. 

Jean Negulesco filmed the Marine 
band at the Capitol for Warner Bros, 
shorts program. Then the Army 
band at Lincoln Memd@rial. 

Max Zinder, concert master and 
first violinist of the Capitol theatre 
orchestra, devotes spare to being 
auxiliary D. C. policeman. 

Patricia Travers, 12-year-old vio- 
linist, had to get a work permit be- 
fore appearing as soloist with the 
National Symphony orchestra. 

Sidney Lust ran six rubber mat- 
inees at his neighborhood houses. 
Collected half a ton of scrap, includ- 
ing three pair of baby panties. 

Chief Justice Harlan Fiske Stone, 
Brig. Gen. F. H. Osborn and Paul 
McNutt have allied with neighbor- 
hood ‘Share Your Car’ campaign. 

Playwright George Middleton has 
just finished his autobiography. Now 
working for Alien Property Custo- 
dian on census of international copy- 
rights. 

Metro represented here past week 
by Eddie Mannix, Howard Strick- 
ling, Clark Gable, Carey Wilson and 
John Considine. All had different 
war missions. 

Johnny Barnes dancing in Earle’s 
vaudeville show, between hoofing 
sessions. stepped out in the. War 
Bonds lobby and bought himself a 
$500 security. 

Sam Wheeler, 20th-Fox exchange 
manager, trying out ‘This Above Ali’ 
in Norfolk as test run at upped 
prices. Harry Mayer, of the ex- 
change, called into army, and Charlie 
Mendelsohn is getting ready for his 
physical. 

Mrs. Lawrence Townsend. long 
sponsor of ritzy Mayfiower morning 
recitals, has composed. marching 
song, “The Spirit of Liberty, which 
Lily Pons will sing July 15 at Water- 
gate. Dedicated to Mrs. F. D. R.. 
daughter Yvonne Townsend wrote 
the lyrics. 

Eddie Melcher, former 
critic for the Star, reviewed a Wal- 
tef Reed hospital vaudeville show 
toplined by Sheila Barrett for Nel- 
son B. Bell of the Washington Post. 
Melcher’s a sergeant in the Army 
goes back to active duty after a 
brief physical checkup 

‘Yank at Eton’ was sneak pre- 
viewed at Loew's Palace theatre 
Monday (29). Audience at last even- 
ing show had a double feature since 
it was run in before final screening 
of ‘Tortilla Flat. Lord and Lady 
Halifax among those present. Am- 








| bassador is a director of Eton Col- 


lege. 


Stroudsburg, Pa. 


By John Bartholomew 





Herbert Agar a visitor. 
Fred Waring home again. 


Edgar Ansel Mowrer at Tami- | 


ment, 

‘C. D. Jackson, ‘Life’ mag’s gen. 
megr., weekended here. 

Annual Pocono Mts. Horse Show 
cancelled for the duration. 

Vincent Perro’s orch now at 
Pocono Mountain Inn, Cresco. 

Richard Crooks boosted local 
community chest drive with sub- 
stantia] sum. 

Paul Shanley’s Syncopators one- 
nighted at Wilmer Vogt's Tavern, 
Mountainhome. 

Five Aces of Rhythm and nightly 
floor show the attraction at Jake 
Enclow’s Craigs Meadows hotel. 

Jack MacDonough filling in for 
maestro Bernie hitman, recently 
inducted. Peggy Cannon vocalizes 
and band retains old name 


drama | 


Hollywood 


: S. Barret McCormick laid up with 
u. 


Cary Grant worn in.as an Ameri- 
Can citizen. 

Rosita Moreno reci verating from 
major surgery. 

Joseph Santlieys celebrated their 
silver wedding. 

Martha Scott returned from an 
eastern bond-selling tour, 

Joan Valerie, film actress, divorced 
Irwin M, Jaffe, legit player. 

Red Skelton recovering from col- 
lapse, ascribed to overwork. 


Jean Valjean, charzcter actor, re- 
covering from nasal operation. 

Helen Parrish and Charles Lang, 
sereen players, to wed July 10. 

Rufe Davis, film b ckaroo, checked 
out of Republic after two years. 

Ben Blue opened with a new floor 
show at Slapsie Maxie’s in Holly- 
wood. 

Julietta Burnet Westmore divorced 
Perc Westmore, makeup expert, in 
Reno, 

Richard Bennett, veteran of stage 
and screen, recovering from serious 
illness. 

Herbert J. Yates to Washington to 
arrange a special showing of ‘Flying 
Tigers.’ 

Carmel Myers returning to the 
stage in the Del Monte Summer 
Theatre. 

Tony Gaudio, cameraman, recov- 
ering from an emergency appen- 
dectomy. 

Leo Salkin, formerly with Walt 
Disney, joined the Metro cartoon 
story staff. 

Tonio Selwart returned to Holly- 
wood after six months of legit with 
Helen Hayes. 

Linda Darnell opened a 12-day 
tour of Army and Navy posts on the 
Pacific Coast. 

Andre Hakim, former European 
film producer, joined the Leo Mor- 
rison agency, 

B. DeSylva returned to his 
Paramount desk after business trip 
to New York. 

Jules Bundgus, of the Benton & 
Bowles agency, recovering from an 
appendectomy. 

Y. Frank Freeman hosted Dr. Yu 
Ming, counsellor of the Chinese em- 
bassy in London. 

Louis Lurie in from San Francisco 
for production huddles with his 
partner, Sol Lesser. 

Jimmy Ames renewed as emcee at 
the Band Box, Hollywood, with Mae 
Brewster as vocalist. 

Eddie Mannix returned to the 
Metro lot after war conservation 
huddles in Washington and New 
York. 

Mrs. Ruth Marx filed suit for di- 
vorce against Groucho Marx under 
his non-professional name, Julius H. 
Marx. 

Lana Turner returned from a tour 
of the northwest, where she helped 
in the sale of $4,500,000 in War 
Bonds. 

Nelson Poynter, assistant coordi- 
nator of Government films, left for 
Washington with reports on his find- 
ings in Hollywood, 

Ralph Talbot, film house operator 
who stimulated War Bond sales of 
$1,000,000 in Tulsa, Okla. in Holly- 
wood to céntinue sales promotion 

Charles Clark pinch-hitting be- 
hind the camera at 20th-Fox for 
| Peverell Marley, who caught flu 
while pinchhitting for Edward Cron- 
jager, who has the same ailment. 





} 








| Buenos Aires 


By Ray Josephs 





| Interior distrib Leopoldo Samper 
in town to line up products. 

| Walter Gould, head of UA's for- 
| eign department, in town from Chile. 
| ‘Tito Gomez and Ana Arneodo ink- 
ed for Lumiton’s ‘E] Viaje’ ‘¢‘The 
Trip’). 

Alberto de Zavalia finished shoot- 
'ing in Santiago del Estero on EFA's 
| ‘Malambo.’ 

Pepe Arias passed 50th perform- 
ance at the Odeon in Laurent Doil- 


| 


let's ‘Ovidio.’ 
| Leon Britton arrived io take over 


as chief RKO chief, replacing Ben 


| F. Cammack. 


Uruguayan ambassador sponsored 
| concert by Uruguayan pianist Mer- 
| cedes Olivera. 

Una Luz en La Ventana’ (‘A Light 
in the window’), Argentine-made, 
ruled unfit for kids, 

Jacques Remy completed shooting 
of ‘El Gran Secreto’ at Pampa with 
Mecha Ortiz and Jorge Rigaud. 

EFA opened contest for swry to 
| Star Luis Sandrini and Olinda Bozan, 
| first time this has been tried locally. 
| Luis Cesar Amadori started new 
;comedy at Sono with same cast as 
‘Sonar no Cuesta Nada’ (‘Dream, It 
| Costs Nothing’). Title unpicked. 

‘Sixteen,” translated by Jose Al- 
berto Arrieta, drawing well at the 
Ataneo with Spanish company of 
Josefina Diaz and Manuel Collado. 

Carlos Gallart, indie, finished ‘Tu 
Eres la Paz’ (‘You Were My Peace’), 
directed by Martinez Sierra and 
starring Catalina Barcena and Alicia 
Barrie. 

San Miguel inked Gregorio Mar- 
tinez Sierra and Ernesto Arancibia 
to meg features, plus actress Cata- 
'lina Barcena and composer Julian 
Bautista 
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OBITUARIES 


JAMES W. HORNE 

James W. Horne, 60, stage and 
screen director, died in Los Angeles 
Monday (29) of a cerebral hem- 
orrhage at the Queen of Angels hos- 
pital. He directed for the Larry 
Darmour unit at Columbia during 
the last three years and was to have 
done a serial, ‘Secret Code,’ as his 
next assignment. 

Entering pictures in 1911, Horne 
joined the old Kalem Company and 
directed ‘Hottentot,’ ‘The Yankee 
Coward’ and other films. He di- 
rected eight Laurel and Hardy come- 
dies and a similar number of Char- 
ley Chases for Hal Roach where he 
was staff director. 

In later years Horne was a direc- 
tor at Metro and did a feature at 
Republic before joining the Colum- 
bia shorts unit for 12 Darmour se- 
rials, Survived by widow, the for- 
mer Cleo Ridgeway, silent screen 
actress, and twin children, June and 
James, Jr., the latter currently in 
the Signal Corps. 

Funeral services tomorrow (Thurs- 
day) in the Little Church of Flow- 
ers, Forest Lawn, Beverly Hills, Cal. 





JOHN H. SILLIMAN 


John H. (Jack) Silliman, 57, vet 
Wisconsin theatre operator, died Sat- 
urday (27) at his home in Milwau- 
kee. 

In the nickelodeon days Silliman 
opened the Liberty there, and in 
1918 took over a number of other 
houses and organized them as the 
Silliman circuit. In 1925, with the 
late J. S. Grauman, he took over 
and built additional theatres, then a 
year later sold the chain to Univer- 
gal. Silliman retired, but a couple 


langer’s Metropolitan theatre and 
later became its manager. 

McCurdy was also Seattle man- 
ager for Henry Duffy's stock troupe. 
Since passing of Hal Heiling he was 
franchise holder for road shows and 
opera in the northwest. 





LILLIAN ROMANO 

Lillian Romano, 56, sister of 
Jimmy Durante, died in Brooklyn, 
June 24 after an illness of several 
months. The comedian made sev- 
eral trips from the Coast during the 
time she was in a hospital and was 
at her bedside when death came. 
Mrs. Durante (Jeanne), who has 
been ailing, planed in from Holly- 
wood for the funeral, held Saturday 
(27). 

Two sons survive. 





FREDERIC WM. VROOM 

Frederic William Vroom, 84, for- 
mer Shakespearean player and later 
a character actor in the films, died 
June 24 in Hollywood, following a 
heart attack. Deceased had been a 
resident of California for nearly 40 
years and was a pioneer in film act- 
ing. 
Surviving is his widow. 





J. G. GILLESPIE 

J. G. Gillespie, 80, one of Scot- 
land’s oldest film exhibitors, died in 
Glasgow recently. Showed short re- 
ligious films nearly 40 years back 
and later owned Charing Cross Elec- 
tric theatre in Glasgow and others 
at Rothesay. 





GRAHAM MORRISON 
Graham Morrison, 65, former Par- 





of years later reentered the busi- 


amount exploiteer and later manager 


IN MEMORIAM 


We have just heard the sa 
great guy an 


d news of the passing of a 
d a great pal 


AUGER 


Our sincere sympathy goes out to Sara, 


May his soul 
Leon 


his widow. 
rest in peace. 
Helen 


and 


Kimberly 





ness, building the Avalon, Milwau- 
kee, the Rio, Appleton, Wis., and 
took over the Appleton, in Apple- 
ton, all of which he operated up to 
the time of his death. 

Survived by widow and daughter. 





IDA VAN SICLEN 


Ida Van Siclen, 67, died June 28 
in Southside hospital, Bayshere, 
L. L, from heart disease. Once one 
of the top legit actresses, as leading 
lady to Richard Mansfield and Nat 
Goodwin, she later became a vaude- 
ville headliner, teamed with her 
husband, J. Royer West. Both had 
been living in recent years at the 
Percy Williams Home, East Islip, 
| Py 

The late William Morris teamed 
Miss Van Siclen with West in 1912, 
her only other vaudeville act prior 
to that being with Harry Lacy, when 
she created some excitement by be- 
ing the first woman to wear pajamas 


on a Stage. The act was a produc- 
tion billed as ‘Bob Racket’s Pa- 
jamas.’ 


Her husband survives, 





KATE BLANCKE 


Kate Blancke, 82, actress, died 
June 24 in the Percy Williams 
Home, East Islip, L. I. 

Miss Blancke had once formed and 
operated the Valentine Stock com- 
pany, which performed in Toledo 
and Rochester, N. Y. Plays in which 


she appeared during the latter part | 


of the last century were ‘The World,’ 
‘Lights O’ London,’ ‘Youth,’ and ‘Peg 
O’ My Heart.’ She played in Den- 
ver, St. Paul and Milwaukee with 
the James Neill Stock company and, 
later, in ‘Come Out of the Kitchen,’ 
under Henry Miller. 





ARTHUR H. ELLIS 


Arthur H. Ellis, 42, secretary of the 
Troy local of AFM, died of a heart 
attack June 25 while marching with 
Doring’s band in a firemen’s conven- 
tion parade at Mechanicville, N. Y. 
Ellis fainted, but was revived and 
marched another block before he col- 
lapsed and died. 

Ellis was treasurer of the band. In 
addition he conducted a haberdash- 
ery business which his father had 
founded in Troy. 

Widow, daughter and a sister sur- 
vive, 


_ 


BILL McCURDY 


Bill McCurdy, vet Seattle theatre 
manager, died in Portland, Ore., 
Sunday (28). He started his show 
career in Seattle with Klaw & Er- 





Page 


of Regal theatre, Glasgow, died re- 
cently in Glasgow. 





ERNEST F. BADER 
Ernest F. Bader, 52, manager of 
Mutual station KBON, Omaha, died 
June 28. 





Ensign Walter Pierce, son of 
Bruno Pierce, of Staack and 
Pierce, partners with Tri-States 


Theatre Corp., in Oskaloosa, Ia., 
died from wounds received in the 
Midway battle and was buried at 
sea June 4, 





Charles R. Morrison, father of the 
former screen star, Colleen Moore, 
died June 26, in Conyers, Ga., fol- 
lowing a heart attack. He is sur- 
vived by a son, Cleeve, in addition 
to his daughter. 

Joseph L. Kemp, 55, died June 28 
in Omaha. Known as ‘Doc,’ he had 
been property man of the Orpheum 
theatre, Omaha, for many years. 











Saroyan 


Continued from page 1=———— 





eral fund, same going for all the 
profits. Writer isn’t clear how the 
thing can be worked out, but feels 
sure that producers make it too dif- 
ficult for plays to be presented. He 
is confident: that if an easy method 
is devised, unknown playwrights 
from the backwoods and other 
places would come out of hiding 
Saroyan also says that it’s a cinch 
that producers have too many rights, 

Just before he came. east, Saroyan 
was switched from 3A to 1A by his 
local draft board, which advised him 
it was okay to go to N. Y., provided 
ne kept in touch with ’em. He hopes 
his plan can get started before he’s 
called into the Army. 





Arranging Saroyan Deal 
Hollywood, June 30. 
American Artists Corp. a new 
non-profit outfit, is arranging a deal 
with United Artists for the release 
of the film version of the William 
Saroyan legit play, ‘Time of Your 
Life.’ Saroyan is contributing his 
play gratis and Robert Sherwood, 
indie film producer, not the play- 
wright, will work without pay, 
profits donated to the Red Cross. 
Several high salaried directors 
and writers have offered their ser- 
vices gratis. Workmen and techni- 
cians will be paid, as well as players 
who cannot afford to donate their 
time of talents, 





MARRIAGES 


Mrs. Eddie Peabody to Dale Tay- 
lor, in Yuma, Ariz., June 21. Bride 
is divorced wife of Eddie Peabody, 
banjo star, now in the Navy; groom 
is a radio newscaster. 

Dolly Distle to Henry Backs, June 
23, in New York. Groom is an- 
nouncer at WWRL, New York. 


Jane Matthews to Sergeant Will- 
iam Maloney, at Camp Livingston, 
La., June 20. Bride is secretary to 
Ben Steerman, WB's head auditor in 
Pittsburgh. 


Betty Greenwood to Don Palmer, 
in Pittsburgh, June 27. Groom is 
a band leader and bride is his fea- 
tured vocalist. 

Armella Neckars o Private Louis 
De Filipio, in Pittsburgh, June 22. 
Bride is in WB theatre: booking de- 
partment in Pitt. 

Muriel Keating to Don Dunphy, 
June 20, in New York. Groom is 
a sports broadcaster. 

Jeanne Hudnell to Don Prince, 
June 27, in Hamlet, N. C. He’s RKO’s 
southern exploitation representative. 
Frances Sprague, chief librarian at 
NBC, New York, to Robert P. Joy, 
New York editor of Current Events 
mag, on June 27 in Pelham, N. Y. 
Maxine Barrat to Jerry Haskell, 
in St. Bernard, La., June ’?. Bride 
is half of Loper and Barrat ballroom 
dance team; groom-is N. Y. adver- 
tising man. 

Phyllis Ruth to Truman Bradley, 
in Hollywood, June 27. Bride is a 
screen player; groom is radio actor. 
Donivee Lee to Jay Kirby, in 
Yuma, Ariz, June 26. Both are 
screen players. 

Dorothy Bennett to Jack Williams, 
June 27, in New York. Bride is 
dancer at Billy Rose’s Diamond 
Horseshoe, N. Y. nitery; he’s featured 
dancer in the cast of ‘Let’s Face it, 
Broadway musical, 


Continued from page 5 = 


















officers. Odlum’s active participa- 
tion in company operation, whether 
through his representatives on the 
board or personally, is regarded as 
a constructive move which would 
end bickering among directors and 
embark RKO on a revitalized admin- 
istrative program. 


Following the meeting, Odlum got 
in touch with Koerner by phone to 
advise on full details. Depinet and 
Rathvon were also reported in touch 
with the studio the same day. 


Position on directorate filled by J. 
Miller Walker, who replaced Schae- 
fer following the stockholders ses- 
sion in Dover, Del., June 17, may be 
taken by Odlum eventually. ‘Toss- 
up between Depinet and Rathvon 
for the presidency of RKO Corp. re- 
solved itself into question as to how 
much responsibility Odlum was will- 
ing to assume, with Radio Corp. of 
America and other minority share- 
holder groups reported insisting that 
Odlum take fuller responsibility for 
operations as the largest single in- 
vestor. Odlum, having reportedly 
determined to become more active 
in guidance of company affairs, as- 
sumed the additional obligation and, 
his Government activities (small 
business, etc.) permitting, may in 
time personally take the helm as 
chairman of the board of directors. 


Officers re-elected at the directors’ 
meeting (25) were Richard C. Patter- 
son, Jr., as chairman of the board of 
directors of RKO Corp.; Gordon E. 
Youngman, vice-president and gen- 
eral counsel; Leon Goldberg, treas- 
urer; J. Miller Walker, secretary; 
Garrett Van Wagner, comptroller 
Assistant secretaries re-elected for 
the ensuing year were Robert Dann, 
Kenneth B. Umbright and William 
F. Whitman. Assistant treasurers re- 
elected were William H. Clark, M. C. 
McMahon and Harold E. Newcombe. 

No replacement of Smith, who re- 
signed Monday (29) was announced, 
though Bob Mochrie, eastern division 
manager, and Herb McIntyre, Los 
Angeles district manager, in addi- 
tion to Leney have been mentioned 
for the _ post. Possibility also 
that McIntyre, who was former- 
ly Boston district manager for RKO, 
may return east as a division man- 
ager. McIntyre took the Coast as- 
signment when Gus Schaefer was 
appointed to the Boston territory. 

RKO Radio Pictures board of di- 
rectors meeting was held Monday 
(29). Understood that election of 
Koerner as a director of the 
company was under discussion. Spot 
left vacant by resignation of Joseph 
I. Breen has not yet been filled. 





Salzedo - LeRoy - Schoiz ensemble 
will open a tour of 35 dates in Steu- 
benville, Ohio, Oct. 15. The trio, 
booked by NCAC, closed in Virginia 
in April. They are being sold from 
$750-$1,000 per engagement. 








Hund’s 
Sun Val Serenaders 
London Chop House 
Sammy Dibert Ore 


Margery Daye 
Toni Hart 

Pan American D 
Carl Ronner 


Ethel Howe Bill McCune Ore 
Nino Nanni Statler Hotel 
Club Mayfair Nick D’Amico Ore 

Marty Joyce San Diego 
Carol Crane Gene Emerald 
Mervin Jensen Glenn Dale 
Dorothy Gerron The Bordens 

Phi] Olsen Ore Dotty Sloan 

Mickey's Cliff Arvin 

Billy Meagher Al Alexander Ore 
Charles & R Jenkins Stevadora 


La Temple 
Ray Vincent 
Delores Lamont 
Mickeyettes 
Nebiolo’s 
Fay & Andre 
Johnny Policy 
Laskey Sis 


Good & Goody 
Eddy Shepherd 
Joe Banket Ore 
Ethel Shepherd 
Bob Hopkins 
Pepito & Co 
Billy Joy 

The Tropics 


Phil Gilbert 

Lee Jonas 

Carol Crane 

Bob Marble Ore 

Vernes 

Ray Rogers 

Jack Drayton 

Jerri Holt 

Bill Tracy 

Jack Nelson Ore 
Whittier Hotel 

(Gold Club Koom) 


Herman Fine 
Wonder RBar 


Aylene Mason 
Madelon Baker 


Clem Hawkins 

Leonard Seel Ore 
Northwood Inn 

Dale Rhodes 

Theresa Rudolph 

Don Amato 

Ray Carlin Ore 

Olde Wayne Club 

Howard Benedict O 
Palm Beach 

Sylvia & Christine 

Tierra Koski 

King & Roche 

Sue Lombard 

Gus Howard 

The Novellos 


Penobscot Club Manuel Topez Ore 
J W McDonald Guy Welsh Orc 
Ruby Ore 509 Club 


Connie Barleau Dale Rhodes 


Carroll & Gorman y 

Huck’s Redford Inn can ee 

Mac McGraw Orc Jean Moore 
Joy & Juanita 


Royale 
Will & G Ahearn 
Pancho & Dolores 





Delia & Drigo 
Horace Houck Ore 


MIAMI 


Club Bali Rhoda Chase 
Van Kirk Jerry Lawton 
Tanya Tamara Silver’s Orc 
Bree 8 Mother Kelly's 


Tommy Nunez Ore 
Earle Hanson Ore 
Don Lanning’s 
Roberta Sherwood 
Marie Lewis 
Louise Hatch Ore 
Five O’Clock Club 
Cy Landry 
Sonya Shaw 
Set Green 
Mort Dennis Ore 
Fabian Storey Ore 
Jimmie’s 
Myles Bell 
Spauldings 8 
Rous Bros 
Luckeyettes 6 


Jack Eby Ore 
600 Club 

Paul Mall 

Hal Lane Ore 

Vanderbilt Hotel 

(Pago Pago Room) 

Terry Lyna 

Gail McDonald 

Andre Villon 

Wally Wanger Co 

D Schrader Orc 


Winnie's Riptide 
Cliff Winehill 


Ben Perry 
June De Voe 





Les Robinson Ore | Marie Stanley 
. Patricia Parker 
Kitty Davis's Crawford Parker 
Willie Shore House Line 


PHILADELPHIA 


Alpine Musical Mott’s Melville 
Bar Little Rathskeller 


Mike Pedecin 3 St Clair & Durand 
D'sy Mae Hep Cats| prown Sis 


Club Bali MaraylIn Mack 


r ; Flying Berrys 
Yel a ) ‘ . ’ 
Moree Ba a Eddie Schaffer 


Deloyd Mackaye Victor Hugo's Ore 
Balilovelies Lou’s Chancellor Bar 


Sid Rice Susan Lange 
Penny Davis Curt Weiler 4 


Alan Fielding Orc] genie swan 

Ben Franklin Mayos 
Towne & Knott Rhythmaires 
Cyril Rodney S . : 
Patricia Hall Minstrel Tavern 
Buddy Harris Ed McGoldrick Jr 
Arline Thompson Diana 
Leo Zollo Michael “Wayne 
Benny the Bum’s | Anita Thoma 
Susan Lane cone, Se 
Phylis Foster lg ~ el 
El Gouchos Sissy Ginnie Loftus 

Carroll’s Ed McGoldrick &r 

Gaines Orc Moravian Bar 
Carrollettes Ron-Bon Buddies 
Eloise Mack Kenny Shaffer 
George & Donna Gloria Mann 
Joan Gay Dick Wade 
Dotty Sandy Ba 
Geo Rankin Murray Rhythm ad 
Johnny Cahill fe 4 ~~ 

. 4 an § 

Clendennings Berl Booker 
Frank Vick Mary Love 
Adrian Rollinli Roni Carr 


Johny Paris 
College Inn 


Janice Reice 
Carol Kane 


Dotty King Ore 
Neil Dieghan’s 


J Hackett Gls 
Frank Murtha 


Pat Purcell Rockeys 2 
Helen Jerrico Richards & Carson 
Carney Sis Hugo Martinelli 


Crescent 5 

Jerry Delmar Orc 
Di Pintos 

Bernard Dolls 


Rhythm Maniacs 
Geo Marchetti Ore 


Old Falls Tavern 
Music Hall Gls 3 


Grace O'Hara Monya Alba 
Bob Carney Harry Holw 
John Reno Cosmo & Anita 
Anne Jung Alice Mitchell 
Bob Karll Billy Hays Ore 
Eddie King Ore Open Door Cafe 
Embassy Rose Mary Kenny 
Andrew Sis Pen Raymond 
Maxine York Sophisticates 


Madalyn Gane 
Betty Clevenger 
Geo Clifford 

Pat Sherlin Ore 


Margie Winters 
Maurie Sweidlow 
Leonard Coke 


Old Mill Inn 


Germantown Bar | worse Sis 
3 Aces & Queen Joe Ritchie 
Huntsmen Jock Downie 


(H Walton Roof) 


Costaine & Barry 
Herbert Curbello O 
Don Richards 
Stump & Stumpy 
Parker & Porthole — 
Peggy Loeb 
Glamour Gls 
Rose Gallo 


Frank Palumbo’s 
Kay Hamilton 
Frankie Schluth 
Henry Patrick 
Jeanettes 
Harlem Highlanders 
Kaye & Grey 


Rainbow Terrace 


Bills Next Week 
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Charlie Nolan 

Betty Huntingdon 

Selly Lane 

Mike Ray Oro 
Showboat 

Geo Moore 

Bill Behney 3 

Bob Simmons 

Harry Taylor Orc 

Silver Lake Inn 

Col Geo Reed 

Alice Lucey 

Viette Wingo 

Diaz & Diane 

Frank Hassel Orc 

Sun Ray Gardens 

Aelming Orc 

Cleo Barr 

Don Valentino 

Wade & Wade 

Warren Boden 

Agnes Willis 

69th St. Rathskeller 

Orlette Adair 

Perlita 

Rapps & Tapps 

Bill Bennett 

Lola & Marino 

Princess Chang Lee 

Tony Bennett Orc 
Swan Club 

Joe Wong 

Bert Gilbert 

Curtis & Leroy 

Vincent Rizzo Ore 

3 Guesses 

Honey Breen 

Tris Wayne 

Shadrach Boys 





— 


Town Tavern 
Josephine Schienk 
Bill Tranee 
Nick Pettite 
Pepper Garat 
Len Parker . 
Mary Novis 

20th Century 
Sally La Marr 
Pat Juliano 3 
Harry McKay 
Trars Altantic L’ge 


Pen Fay 
Leny Peyton 3 
Venice Grill 
Vesta Victoria 
Reggie DuVan 
Helen Hule 
Colette Topper 
Phil De Jongh 
Don Nicholas Ore 
Warwick Hotel 
Roy Morton Orc 
Weber's Hof Brau 
“ Camden 
3 Flames 
Siems 
Moro & Chita 
Bob Stanley 
Moss Pierson Co 
Temple City 4 
Jules Flacco’s Ore 
Raths’r Eldoradiang 
Dave Pierson 
Yatch Club 
Anne Tally 
Jack Hutchinson 
Demarcos 2 
Ellen Wyman 
Victor Nelson Ore 


PITTSBURGH 


Arlington Lodge 
Pall Allwes Ore 
Bill Medio 

Balcomades 
Lou Meredith Ore 
Harvey George 

Bill Green's 
Chuck Foster Ore 
Gloria Foster 
Ray Robbins 
Dottie Dotson 

Blue Ridge Inn 
Lou Lucky Ore 
Cozy Harris 
Cornell Cooper 
Boogie-Woogie Club 
Alice Brooks Orc 
Boog Sherman 
Maxie Simon 
Buddy Walsh 
Racehorse Williams 
Harry Comorado 

Cork and Bottle 
Lloyd Fox 

Colonial 
Art Farrar Ore 

Eddie Peyton's 
Geo Overholt Ore 
Eddle Peyton 
Marion Muller 

51 Club 
Max Tarshis 
Pat McCauley 

Hotel Fort Pitt 
Ken Bailey Ore 
Johnny Mitchell 
Harry Walton 
Jessie Wheatley 

Hotel Henry 

(Silver Grill) 
Marty Schramm 
4 Kings & Queen 

(Gay 90's) 
Dorothy Nesbitt 

Hotel 7th Avenue 
Harry Bigley 
Escorts 

Hotel Roosevelt 
Joe Vera 
Sam Bari 
Joe Petroselll 
John Bonguidl 

Hotel Schenley 
Billy Hinds 
Joy Lind 

Hotel Wm Penn 
(Continental Bar) 
Billy Catizone 
Lenox Gordon 
Deno Belli 
John Fritz 
Kennywood 
Tiny Hill Ore 
Eric the Great 
W & B Morris 

Merry-Go-Round 
Howard Baum Orc 
Jeanne Boaz 


Ore 


Park 





New Hillcrest 
Dorothy Matthews 
Esquires 

Nixon Cafe 
Al Marisco Ore 
Bob Carter 
Emile Boreo 
MecNallie Sis 
Maurine & Norva 

Nu House 
Art Blakey Ore 
Chuck Wilson 
Joe Klein 
Hal & Dolly 
Ted Blake 
Monette Moore 

Orchard Inn 

Benny Burton Ore 
Oasis 

Al Snyder Ore 
Pines 

Don Rutter 

Bill LeRoy Ore 

Redd’s Cafe 
Rudy Paul Ore 
Warren & Durkin 
Rollo Plaza 

Squirrel Coop 
Tiny Miller 
Dale Harkness 
Eddies Miller 
Jerry Manning 
Tommy Mandrusg 

Trelon 
Frank Ramos Ore 

Yatch Club 
H Middleman 
Jackie Heller 
Irene Hilda 
Jan Murray 
BRB & B Burnell 
6 Mannequins 

Sky-Vue 
George Welles Ore 
Arlene Clydesdale 
Bill Clyesdale 
Howard Feiling 

Union Grill 
Sammy Walters 
Frank Natale 
Mike Sandretto 

Villa Madrid 
Etzi Cevato Orc 
Gale 6 
3 Merry Maids 
Fave & Foster 

Victory Lounge 


Ore 


Joey Reynolds 
Freddy Rose 
Webster Hall 


Nelson Maples Ore 
Fashionettes 
West View Park 


Jimmy Gamble Ore 
Sally Lang 

Dick Martin 

Joe Cuda 


The Great Peters 





BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. 


Dudley Connolly, 


son, June 22, in New York. Father 
is program director of WWRL, New 
York; mother is Jo Ann Connolly, 
formerly with the lecture bureaus of 
Columbia Artists and Music Corp. of 


America, 


Mr. and Mrs. Al Scalpone, daugh- 
ter, in Hollywood, June 20. Father 
is with Young & Rubicam ad agency 


in Hollywood. 
Mr. and Mrs. 


Russell von Neida, 


daughter, in Los Angeles, June 24. 
Father is cartoon artists at Metro. 


Mr. and Mrs. Walt Framer, son, in 


Pittsburgh, June 24. 


Father and 


mother are both on staff of WWSW. 
Mr. and Mrs. Saul Perliman, son, 


in Pittsburgh, June 17. 


Father is 


salesman for Monogram. 
Mr. and Mrs. Austin Grant, daugh- 


ter, in Detroit, June 23. 


Father is 


newscaster at Station WWJ there. 





Eddie De Luca Orc 
Hopkins’ Rathskeller 
Joan Corez 

Joe Campo 

Geo Krinog 

Day Dawn & Dusk 
Dave Gold Ore 
Lawler’s Swing Bar 
Wendell Mason 
Merry Men 

Grace Wynne 
Marie Satelle 





Laigion Bar 





Rose Venuti 3 


(Strafford, Pa.) 
Gene Eyman Orc 
Ritz Carlton 
Howard Lanin Ore 
Roman Grille 
Johny Guilfoyle 
Gloria . Dale 
Thunderbolts 
Reta Zane 
Jack Yson Ore 
River Drive Ter 
Dick Wharton Orc 
Sam’s Cafe 
Sandy McPherson 





Mr. and Mrs. Car] Schroeder, 
daughter, in Hollywood, June 26. 
Mother was Lucia Carroll of films; 
father is editor of Screen and Radio 
Guide. 

Mr. and Mrs. Harold Gutman, son, 
in N. Y., June 29. Father is art di- 
rector for. Universal Pictures in N. Y. 

Mr. and Mrs. Seward Webb, son, in 
Los Angeles, June 28. Father is as- 
sistant director at Universal. 























Wednesday, July 1, 1942 


LARIETY 


55 





—_— 





——— 








_ Plays 


STAR AND GARTER 


virls being standout. The burlesque 
Fea allowed her plenty of latitude 
on cuticle display, and Todd gave her 
a host of beautiful show and chorus 
girls to make the costumes phys- 
ically complete. Al White, Jr., like- 
wise pr, importantly via 

e choreography. 
iassard Short rates a deep bow 
for the excellent staging, which per- 
mitted the revue to run off with- 
out a hitch opening night. A super 
lighting job highlights every por- 
tion of the show. 

On the performance end, Gypsy 
Rose Lee, with her own I Can’t 
Strip to Brahms’ and her excep- 
tionally attractive appearance in the 
‘Police Gazette’ number, Is one of 
the standouts. She’s also working 
in the sketches. Clark misses in the 
first half, but comes back strong in 
the second, notably with ‘Roue and 
the courtroom sketch. Prof. Lam- 
perti gets a lot of laughs with his 
xylophone specialty; not the least 
of the assist coming from a whammo 
stripper, Dorothy Bigby. 

Little Marjorie Knapp, known to 
Broadway only in one previous 
musical (Ed Wynn’s) gains con- 
siderable stature because of her 
authoritative singing. A tiny, per- 
sonable girl, she’s glove-fit. Its a 
paradox this ingenue is assigned the 
not too subtle ‘Bunny’ lyric, a 
double surprise since the usually 
‘socially significant’ Harold J. Rome 
wrote it. There’s plenty of social 
significance in the ‘Bunny’ as_ the 
chorus reprises it, but in an entirely 
bawdy sense, 

Comics Pat Harrington (Club 18) 
and Eppy (Tiny) Pearson, like 
Clark, are handicapped by the weak 
sketches, but early in the show, with 
Gil Maison, Harrington does a good 
job with the burlesque oldie, ‘I'll 
Meet You Around the Corner.’ 
Georgia Sothern, one of the wildest 
bumpers in the meat-’n-potatoes 
joints, gives the legit mob a pretty 
good, if toned-down, version of the 
more torrid grinding familiar in the 
Minsky fleshpots pre-License Com- 
missioner Paul Moss. Exotic dancer 
Leticia also contributes» a cooch, 
plus belly-rolling, but Bill Skipper, 
Kate Friedlich and LaVerne Lupton 
are on the more sedate side with 
some classy ballet dancing. 

The idea of putting burlesk into 
a legit house, at legit scale and com- 
mensurate production, had been en- 
tertained by several producers in 
the past, but Todd is the first to go 
through with the idea and in face 
of official displeasure at burlesk. 
It's not likely that he'll be both- 
ered by the authorities, having car- 
ried through everything in good 
taste—and also because his scale of 
prices precludes audiences of the 
tvpe that haunted the now closed 
burley theatres. 

A notable job on the show's musi- 
cal arrangements was turned in by 
Ray Sinatra. He’s also leading the 

















pit orch Scho. | 
| 

Comedy-drama in three acts (ilve scenes) 
by Andrew Rosenthal, Staged b Arthur 
llopkins, setting by Raymond Sovey Pre- 
sented by Martin Burton at Henry Miller | 
theatre, N. Y., June 23, °42, at $3.30 top] 
($4.40 opening). 
Toate Rs ccuweedbeesicoass Tom Powers 
mcg EO TS EP Helen Carew | 
et | ere Phyllis Povah 
Rachel Thatcher Arlen...... Zita Johann | 
Dan Hardee. .iccccoceccs Warner Anderson 
Christina Landers...........Edith Atwat | 
KVM ci ke domclbaneaenes beet Joan McSweeney 
lioward Newell Gordon Nelson 





_Some fairly vital matters are men- 
tioned in ‘Broken Journey.’ Charac- 
ters exchange bantering cliches, and 
toward the end there’s a labored at- 
tempt at emotional drama. The 
world crisis looms in the background 
and occasionally lurches into the 
dialog, and at one point there’s a 
broadcast of the Jap bombing of 
Manila. The total effect is inconse- 
quential, however, so the play will 
hardly ripple the calm of early-sum- | 
mer Broadway. 

‘Broken Journey’ tells of an NBC | 
foreign correspondent, who, between 
assignments, returns to his midwest- | 
ern hometown for a lecture date, | 
bringing with him the girl he’s been | 
living with for several years, an- | 
other footloose NBC reporter. They 
linger several weeks and the day of 
the Pearl Harbor attack he becomes 
engaged to his boyhood sweetheart. 

His femme partner rushes away to 
cover the new war, while he remains 
behind to settle down as editor of 
the hometown paper. But when he 
hears her Christmas Eve broadcast 
from the Philippines he realizes his 
mistake and at the curtain he rushes 
offstage, yanking his bowtie untied. 

Although playwright Andrew Ro- 
senthal deals with large issues, he 

Nas little originality in handling 
them and nothing new or illuminat- 
ing to say about them. His charac- 
ters and his play itself are shallow 
and artificial. And his stagecraft is 
SO painfully apparent that, as various 
characters keep being drapped from 
adjoining rooms to play scenes on- 
stage, it gives the impression that the 
show’s backers are probably standing 


iis a 


| somewhat short on top but covering 


| ample vigor. 
| cess in the role. 


| cellently 
| properly kittenish as Mascha. Det- 
;man Poppen and A. Russel Slagle 


|}for vocal 





mn the wings reminding the author | 
t to call for more than one set 


on Broadway 
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Rosenthal also authored ‘The Burn- 
ing Deck,’ a flop of the 1940-41 sea- 
son, 

Arthur Hopkins’ staging seems 
curiously stilted and the perform- 
ance is needlessly hurried. But 
Warner Anderson gives a plausibly 
virile portrayal of the prodigal cor- 
respondent, though the part lacks 
continuity of mood or characteriza- 
tion. Tom Powers is also persuasive 
as the habit-bound local who is 
jarred from his rut by the dashing 
femme broadcaster, and Joan Mc- 
Sweeney minimizes the precocious- 
ness of a worldly moppet. Edith At- 
water is attractive as the gallant 
lady gorrespondent, but her perform- 
ance seems strained, while Zita 
Johann iacks incisiveness as_ the 
hometown sweetheart. Helen Carew 
is competently acid as the house- 
keerer, but Phyllis Povah’s and Gor- 
don Nelson’s heavy playing accentu- 
ates the irritating qualities of a 
happy local couple. 

Rarmend Sovey’s turn-of-the-cen- 
tury drawing room setting is realis- 
tically atmospheric. Hobe. 


CHOCOLATE SOLDIER 


The revival of Oscar Straus’ 
‘Chocolate Soldier’ at Carnegie Hall, 
N. Y., is of double interest since it 
marks the first time in that vener- 
able institution’s history that sum- 
mer events can be presented there 
as a result of new air-cooling. Every 
prior year since 1891, the Hall was 
a veritable summer white elephant 
closing down in May and re-opening 
in late September. 

The cooling system is a good one 
and the removal of three rows of 
seats from the orchestra fails to dent 


the enormous seating capacity (3,300) | 
The stage heretofore has al- | 
leaving | 


much. 
ways held the orchestra, 
room only for instrumental or vocal 
soloists and none for a company. 

While not overlarge, the settings 
and acting indicate that save for 
spectacles such as ‘Aida,’ almost any 
opera can be presented in a modest 
but acceptable fashion. ‘Soldier,’ 
which opened June 23, ends its con- 
secutive two-week run next Tuesday 
(7). 

The operetta, adapted from Ber- 
nard Shaw’s ‘Arms and the Man,’ 
lacked a smooth continuous line due 
to lack of rehearsals which no doubt 
was remedied after opening night 
for the balance of the 13 perform- 
ances. In the title role, Allan Jones 
of films and radio quickly won his 
audience with the ease, grace and 
clarity of both his acting and sing- 
ing, He is at home on the stage, 
enunciates clearly. and acts with his 
tongue in his cheek, capturing much 
of the nostalgic comedy. The voice 
light, well-used lyric tenor, 


the entire demands of the score with 
Jones is a decided suc- 


Opposite him is Helen Gleason, 
former Met soprano, whose voice 


lis the best of the cast. Her sing- 
|ing of ‘My Hero’ in the first act is 
ithe standout of the show and her 


|eareful building to a ringing climax 


of a top ‘C’ won her an encore. 

The soprano possesses a luscious 
lyric voice of ample range and 
power, and is thoroughly at home on 
the stage. She looks well ‘and acts 
with considerable charm. Frances 
Comstock as Miss Gleason’s mother 
performs well and sings her bits ex- 
while Doris Patston is 


are excellent comedians but Michael 
Fitzmaurice falls down vocally, es- 


| pecially on forced top notes as Alex- 


ius Spiridoff. The tenor makes_ up 
inadequacies with some 
spirited acting and the clarity of his 
diction. The middle part of his 
voice is of pleasing texture so that it 
would appear that erroneous train- 
ing may have spoiled the top tones 
from ‘F’ up. Neither Tashamiro nor 


| Peter Birch, as the dancers, is im- 
| pressive. 


The chorus sings with power and 
brilliance and the settings are all in 
good taste. The orchestra under 
Joseph S. Tushinsky plays well. The 
Hall was almost sold out for opening 
night at $2.20 top. Eddy. 


Wall St. Angels 
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looking to Broadway for investment 
purposes. That the men concerned 
with Angels may also be seeking a 
way that might cut down their taxes 
may be another explanation for 
Angels. 
Other Investors 

Last’ season Paul and Stephen 
Ames, Wall Street brokers, presented 
‘Guest in the House’ (Plymouth). It 
did not get a good press and the 
brothers were on the verge of tak- 
ing it off at once. They listened to 
advice, however, and the play is 
making a run of it. Business for 
‘Guest’ has been moderate from the 


Start, but picture rights money is 
said to have insured an appreciable 
profit. The Ames’ still maintain of- 
fices downtown. 

There is probably no season dur- 
ing which some money from Wall 
Street was not at least partially 
present, identity of the backers be- 
ing kept more or less a secret. 
Among those who are well satisfied 
with Broadway is Howard S, Cull- 
man, who has a piece of ‘Father’ 
and ‘Arsenic’ and will doubtless have 
interests in more than one show 
next season. Several years ago the 
late Bela Blau raised $100,000 from 
investment people and used most of 
it on three failures. 

The plan of the Wall Street men 
in ‘Angels’ has revived mention of 
other costly flops backed by finan- 
ciers, One show was ‘Jumbo,’ which 
made a run at the N. Y. Hippo- 
drome but ended up far in the red. 
Number of people from downtown 
were among the backers, including 
Jock Whitney. At the time it was 
reported that he dropped $120,000 on 
the venture and he never bothered 
to correct what appears to have been 
a fantastic figure. 

Whitney is said to have really put 
$25,000 in ‘Jumbo.’ Another wealthy 
investor was. Bernard Baruch, and 
Herbert Bayard Swope also had 
more than a rooting interest. While 
‘Jumbo’ was a financial bust, it was 
a stepping stone for Billy Rose, who 
presented it. Publicity given Rose 
was responsible for him being en- 
gaged for the exposition at Fort 
Worth, his fee being $100,000. From 
that activity he went to the Aqua- 
cade at the Cleveland Exposition, fi- 
nally transplanting and collaborating 
it at the N. Y. World’s Fair and 
making well over $1,000,000 on that 
presentation. 


Big July 4th 


° | 
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Quarter, Hurricane, Havana-Madrid, 
etc., all reported capacity biz. 

With the past weekend as a 
guidepost, the film theatres and 
niteries are looking for a killing with 
the arrival of July 4 on Saturday 
next. In fact, it is believed that the 
crush will come on Friday (3) and 
will extend into Monday, especially 
since transportation and _ tourist 
agencies have asked people to try 
to relieve the burden of traffic by 
getting away on their holiday spree 
by tomorrow (Thursday) on Friday 
(3) and, if possible, wait until Mon- 
day to go back. - 

No Autos; In-Towners 

While auto traffic is at a minimum 
due to rationing and fears that many 
gas stations may be closed down, as 
has occurred recently, it is expected 
trains and buses will be taxed to 
| capacity, notably from points not too 
far from N. Y. that have war fac- 
tories. Also, servicemen are piling 
into N. Y. in increasing numbers 
with the vast majority of them ac- 
cumulated in Times Square during 
their weekend visits or furloughs. 

Another reason for the big past 
weekend trade, it’s pointed out by 
theatre operators, is that more and 
more the natives are being forced to 
remain in town. They are not only 
upping the size of the crowds in the 
downtown area, but are bringing 
better business to the neighborhoods 
in which they live. 

Most all kids and college students 
are back from school and they are 
tied to N. Y., the same as elders, by 
the transportation problem. No 
doubt this helped over the past 
| weekend and will contribute further 
over the Fourth. Summer vacations 
fare also beginning to carry addi- 
| tional folks into N. Y. 

Hotel Reservations Up 





| Early in June hotel occupancy in 
New York was so far under last year 
} 


| that showmen who anticipated lively 
j theatre attendance were disappoint- 
led. Last week there was a jump in 


piling up in all midtown hotels. 

While Sunday (28) business in 
legit theatres was not exceptional, 
there was a pick-up last week start- 
ing Thursday for a three-day pe- 
riod. Dullish bexoffices had been 
expected until after the Fourth. 

Broadway was further enlivened 
by the clicking of three new shows 
—‘Star and Garter,’ Music Box; 
‘Laugh, Town, Laugh,” Alvin, and a 
revival of “The Chocolate Soldier,’ 
first legiter ever to play Carnegie 
Hall. Latter is an experiment and 
is reputed to have drawn surpris- 
ingly well, with Saturday night 
claimed to have sold out. Midweek 
start of ‘Star’ was followed by ca- 
pacity business and if the pace is 
maintained the revue will get over 
$26,000 on the week. ‘Laugh’ also 
drew business of standee propor- 
tions and the first seven days of the 
vaudeville outfit is estimated to have 
grossed nearly $21,000. 





visitor volume and reservations are | 


Literati 





N. ¥. Guild, Hearst Sheet in Snarl 

Newspaper Guild of New York and 
Journal-American, local Hearst 
sheet, are snarling over the firing on 
June 26 of 13 J-A staffers. 

Management claimed recent Office 
of Defense Transportation request 
for cut in circulation routes as ex- 
cuse for shaving staff. Guild claimed 
ODT order was aimed at cutting 
rubber and gas cogsumption, not 
Guildsmen. Fact that 12 of those 
dropped were from editorial—one a 
copyreader for 33 years—and none 
from circulation had the unit so 
peeved they held a mass meeting in 
city room of the daily on Friday 
(26), day firings went into effect. 
Managing and city eds, telephone 
operator, department heads and leg- 
men at City Hall and Police Head- 
quarters were only staffers at work. 

Mass meeting asked for fortnight 
delay in firings to allow for confabs 
with management. Paper offered to 
arbitrate anything that was arbi- 
trable under its contract with the 
Guild. Guild analyzed offer to arbi- 
trate as purely double talk since the 
contract ealls for arbitration of in- 
dividual discharges and is not ap- 
plicable to mass firings. 

With management ignoring a 
Guild proposal to arbitrate the basic 
necessity for the let outs, the Guild 
is organizing advertising, circulation 
and publicity pressure bodies. 

Guild last April won, via arbitra- 
tion, about $80,000 in wage tilts. 
Paper figures to recoup about $35,000 
of this award if the dismissals stand. 

This is the first and, so far as New 
York is concerned, only case of a 
paper using the ODT order to slice 
editorial staffers. 





450 Servicemen Publications 


Uncle Sam must have the best 
read Army in the world, for the 
military is now publishing some 450 
weekly organs of soldier chit chat 
and barracks news. Of these some 
176 are regular newsprint jobs, the 
remainder product of mimeograph 
machines. As against this, Hitler’s 
Army gets along with one Feld- 
zeitung, loaded with Goebbel’s prop- 
aganda, and radio newscasts from 
the Reich controlled stations. 

‘Yank,’ new tabloid for the over- 
seas stations, does not conflict with 
other soldier journals. Like ‘Stars 
and Stripes,’ printed in London for 
the new A.E.F., it scorns the neigh- 
|borhood items and pithy personals 
|which are the solid circulation sup- 
| port of chummy khaki publications. 
Weeklies are now being published 
| in Alaska, Iceland, Bermuda, Puerto 
| Rico, British Guiana, Balboa, Hawaii, 
| Trinidad, Australia, Panama Canal 
| Zone, Ireland, and 
War, of course, has suspended the 
lively Nichols News, which issued 
;from Nichols Field in the Philippines, 
|and the chatty organ of Fort Mills, 
| at Corregidor. 
| It takes 11 mimeographed and 
|printing jobs to cover the news at 
|Fort Benning, Georgia, same num- 
ber for Camp Blanding in Florida, 
| while Fort Dix has six publications 
| Canvassing for news items. Out- 
| tanding soldier editors were selected 
|for posts on editorial staff of ‘Yank.’ 

War department has never taken 
a radio census, Receivers are in all 
service houses and clubs, and sol- 
diers are permitted to have their 
own sets in barracks. Estimated 
there is a radio for every 200 men 
in the American Army. 





Yarn On Winchell for Argosy 

Jack Lait, due to the press of his 
duties as editor of the N. Y. Mirror, 
ihad to abandon the idea of doing a 

pecial story about Walter Wincheil 
|\for Argosy magazine. Instead, Lait 





turned over what material he had | 


;compiled to Harry D. Farren, free- 
{lance writer, who will do the yarn 
for the mag. 

Piece will appear in the September 
issue of Argosy, which chiefly pub- 
lishes action stories. 


How Abeut the Hangovers? 


It was one of those quiet after- 
noons on the San Francisco police 
beat. Out of sheer ennui, Henry 
Peters, veteran reporter for The 
Chronicle, suggested: ‘Let’s cele- 
brate Booker T. Washington Day.’ 
From that remark the ‘celebration’ 
developed until it had San Fran- 
ciscans in the know rocking on their 
heels with laughter. 

The police reporters called all the 
judges and officials of prominence 
in the city, telling them that in the 
police press room in the Hall of 
Justice an observance was being 
held of ‘Booker T. Washington Day,’ 
in memory of ‘the founder of the 
American newspaper Guild.’ 

Very few cf the judges and of- 
ificials were hep to the fact that 
‘Booker T. Washington was a revered 





Newfoundland. | 


Negro, and not the founder of the 
Guild, and, as a result, bottle after 
bottle began arriving at the press 
room, to add to the conviviality of 
the celebration. 

Came the denouement the next 
day, with red faces*for the officials, 
who had contributed something like 
40 bottles of booze for the solemn 
observance. 





Havas New Nazi Stooge 


Information indirectly received in 
Buenos Aires and elsewhere in Latin- 
America about newest shakeup in the 
French Havas News Agency has 
pretty well identified the one-time 
grade A organization as an out-and- 
out Nazi stocge. Havas, it’s disclosed, 
is now in direct contro] of the C.FI. 
Office Francais d’Information. 

M. Henri Prete is now in the sad- 
dle, M. Pierre Dommingne having 
been removed. Prete has for a long 
time been Pierre Laval’s man. Cur- 
rent Vichy propagandist was at one 
time a stage carpenter at the Odeon 
theatre in Paris. Attracted the at- 
tention of Fernand Bouison, for many 
years president of the French Cham- 
ber of Deputies, who set him up in a 
small publicity agency to boost 
Laval. 

Havas for many years had as many 
papers in South America as UP or 
AP, and maintained bureaus in lead- 
ing Latin capitals. After the fall ef 
France, however, agency rapidly lost 
its standing with impartial or demo- 
cratic sheets. 





‘Sth and 6th Column’ Pub 
Ed Hurley, ex-film publicist, 
| with Joseph Stapp has gotten out 
la ‘Sth and 6th Column Menace’ pub- 
lication (25ct. for newsstand pickup). 
It has already sold out its first 60,- 
000 printing, and American News 
hopes to dispose of 200,000. 

Second edition, now rolling, will 
hit 100,000, pf which the Anti-Defa- 
mation League has purchased 25,000 
copies. 





LITERATI OBITS 

Ernest Bramah, 74, author of de- 
tective fiction, died June 26 in Som- 
erset, London. 

Janius E. Beal, 82, died June 25 
at his home in Ann Arbor. Orig- 
inally a newspaper publisher he 
made a fortune out of publishing 
‘Dr. Chase’s Recipe Book.’ He en- 
tered the utility field, became a 
banker and for 32 years was a regent 
of the U. of Michigan. 

Charles Edwin Manson, 64, veieran 
newspaperman whose most recent 
connection was with the Yankee 
Network News Service. died June 23 
at his home in Dorchester, Mass. 





CHATTER 


Ian Coster, dramatic and film critic 
of the London Evening Standard, 
| heading for the U.S.A. 

Elizabeth Pickett Chevalier, film 
writer, is having her first novel, 
‘Drivin’ Woman,’ brought out this 
week by Macmillan ($2.50). It’s the 
July selection of the Literary Guild 
and Metro already has purchased 
the film rights, 





C. F. Hesser named managing 
editor of the Columbus (Ga.) 
|Ledger and Sunday Ledger-En- 


qguirer, succeeding Linto K. Starr, 
now with the Birmingham News, 
| Hesser joined the Ledger-Enquirer 
;two years ago as promotion man- 
bee after previously working en 
| 
| 





Florida papers and handling pub- 
licity accounts in that state. 











| | Gable Cues 


| 
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|and has long been hankering to be- 
come absorbed in army service. 

| In weighing Gable’s case these 
| factors are being taken into account, 
since the star could also be of ines- 
| timable value on the home front in 
| Pictures geared to stimulate the war 
| effort. Whether appointed a major 
| or a captain, Gable’s chief aim is to 
get a spot where he will be of un- 
questionable usefulness. 

Similar idea is said to motivate 
plans of Robert Taylor, Fred Astaire 
and Bing Crosby, among other film 
notables now anxious to enlist. 





Binyen’s Commission 
Hollywood, June 30. 

Claude Binyon is applying for a 
commission in the Signal Corps, 
having passed his physical after re- 
ducing 79 pounds. 

He plans to join a new unit which 
Major Sarn Briskin, Columbia pro- 
ducer, will head under the chief's 
Signa] Officer. Binyon expects in- 
duction following completion of 
‘Dixie,’ script job which he is handl- 


ing at Paramount ‘(Bine Crosby). 
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